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PREFACE 



Of the fifty regriments of brave and loyal troope that went out from 
lowa to battle for the right in the Civil War, none had a more brilliant 
career or shed a brlghter ligbt upon the State or Nation, than the Seventh 
lowa Vétéran Volunteer Infantry. 

From the time of its lirst engagement, General Grant's first battle of 
the War of the Rébellion, Belmont, Mo., November the 7th, 1861, to the 
Grand Heview at Washington at the close of the war, ita name and famé 
was ever prominently before the country. No régiment was more a pride 
among the lovers and defenders of the Union — none more emphatically a 
terror to its foes. 

Yet, of the brave deeds of the gallant mén of this régiment, of their 
varied expériences — joyful or painf ul, of their hardships and trials, of their 
toilsome marches and campaigns, of their martyred dead and their honor- 
ed living, no connected published record has been made. Without which 
it must hâve soon passed into oblivion, or hâve lived in the uncertain' 
recollections of the participants of those stirring scènes. To rescue its 
memory from obscurity has been my ambition. To me it has been a labor 
of love, without hope ofreward pecuniarily. At the request of a large 
number of the régiment, in reunion assembled, I was persuaded to make 
this, my first literary attempt. I hâve endeavored in the gênerai write- 
up to give a truthful review of the service of the régiment. It was my for- 
tune to hâve been a member during its en tire service and with it on the 
fighting Une. The mortality on the battletield was not exceeded by any 
régiment from the State and only equalled by one. It was one of the few 
vétéran régiments from lowa, in the sensé of two enlistmenta. I hâve 
been assiated by many officers and men who hâve furnishçd me their Per- 
sonal diaries, mémorandums and sketches, for which I am under many ob- 
ligations. I make no claim to literary ability, but I trust I hâve compiled 
a book of record acceptable to the vaterans whose deeds I hâve attempted 
to record. I hâve followed it from its first gathering at Burlington, lowa, 
to and through its battles of Bel mont, Fort Henry. Fort Donelson, Shiloh, 
Siège and capture of Corintb, luka, battle of Corinth, Reeaca, Lays Ferry, 
Nick-a-Jack, Burnt Hickory, Dallas, BigShanty,Kene<4aw,Lo^t Mountain, 
Chatahoochie River, Atlanta, Ezra Church, Siège of Atlanta, Lovejoy 
Station, Jonesboro, Allatoona, Rome Cross Roads, March to the Sea, Oc- 
mulgee River, Savannah, Sisters Ferry, Camp&ign through the Carolinas, 
Black River, Columbia. Benton ville, Goldsboro, Raleigh, March through 
Richmond to Washington, Grand Review at Washington, to dischargo at 
Louisville, Ky. 

Though well aware of the imperfections that must necessarily exist in 
a work of this kind, I trust they will be overlooked. 

X acknowledge m \ self under many obligations to Major Samuel Ma- 
hon, E. W. Herman, J. W. and W. H. Akers, Capt. C. H. Trott, W. C. 
Davis, J. W. Bair, Lient. Spalding, 52nd 111., and others for kind assist- 
ance. If the members of the régiment find that many incidents are omit- 
ted, that should hâve been recorded, the author's excuse is he was not 
furnished with proper information. If, in writing this book, he has 
met the wishes and approval and expectations of his comrades, his labors 
hâve been amply rewarded. The Author. 
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HISTORY OF THE SEVEXTII lOWA 

VETERAN VOLUNTEER INFANTRY DURING 

THE CIVIL WAR. 



CHAPTER I. 

ORGANIZATION AT BURLINOTON, lOWA, 18GI. 

The Seventh lowa Infantry was organized at Burlington, lowa, in 
the month of June and July, 1861, and miistered into the United States 
service on the 24th day of July. The companies which composed the 
régiment came from dififerent localities in the state, from the extrême 
northern, the extrême southeastern, and the central portions thereof. 
Co. "A", Capt. Reed, from Muscatine. Co. "B", Capt. Gardner, from 
Nashua. Co. "C", Capt. McMuUin, from Oskaloosa. Co. "D", Capt. 
Harper, from Ft. Madison. Co. "E", Capt. Parrott, from Keokuk. Co. 
"F", Capt. Kitteridge, from Ottumwa. Co. "G", Capt. Hedgea, from Ma- 
rengo. Co. "H", Capt. Crabb, Washington. Co. "I", Capt. Irvin, 
from Eddyville. Co. "K", Capt. Black, from Knoxville. 

The whole régiment were formed m line and sworn in; in a body. 
Several men dropped out, ran away and refused to be mustered into 
the United States service. After the parade was dismi^sed they were 
pursued, some captured and roughly handled, and they sneaked home. 

Most of the members of the régiment were stalwart yeomanry, 
from the farms of the prairies of lowa, rôbust and healthy, inured to 
the hardships of a frontier life, familiar with fire arms, and only needed 
discipline and drill to make the best of soldiers, which in their subsé- 
quent service they proved to be. The rendevous of the régiment, to- 
gether with the 5th and 6th régiments was at Burlington on the rounty 
fair grounds a mile or tw^o west of the city, and Was designated ap Camp 
Warren. The barracks were temporary wooden sheds with bunks and 
loose straw for sleeping apartments. Co. B's quarters were dubbed 
"Hôtel Gardner" in honor of its captain. The tables of thèse "hôtels" 
vere put up in .the open, and consisted of a plank about a foot wide, 
and sixteen feet long, with stakes driven in the ground for legs, the 
dining room was light, airy and large enough, but the sun shown down 
with such intense beat at meal time, it was almost unbearajjle, and if 
butter had been one of our rations it would not bave stood up under 
Old Sols heated rays. There was one beauty about it, the victuals never 
got cold. If the bread did get dry. Our rations consisted of bread, méat, 
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cofFee, brown sugar, beans and rice, whlch to those who had been used 
lo better fare at home, seemed a hardship to eat, however those who 
went through the war experienced many a time, when they would hâve 
beén thankful for such quarters and fare. I very well recollect my flrst 
meal at the Gardnèr. I was an entlre étranger to the boarders of the 
hôtel, except the flve boys who went with me from Cerro Gordo Cîo. 
The Chef of the hôtel used to set the table by puttlng the, tin plates 
and cups in a row on the table, with a mess pan of fat pork, in which 
floated fried sait pork (larded), he would put a teaspoonful of brown 
sugar on èach plate, and a camp kettle ot coffee on each end of the table, 
where we could go and help ourselves; while the comrade on my right 
was gone to the end of the table for his coffee another opposite me (an 
eu tire stranger) reached over and sniped his sugar, and when he retum- 
ed he accused me of It, which I denied and pointed out the culprit that 
did do it, who called me a liar. There was some things said there and 
then over the table that I don't think was grâce, which resulted in 
blows, and I threw the mess pan of pork at his head There was about 
a quart of grease in the pan, and it ran ail over him, and in the melee 
we knocked down the frail table, and clinched to settle it, when the offi- 
cers came out and parted us, and saved me a good whipping, as the m an 
proved afterwards to be the bully of the régiment. Tin cups of coffee, 
tin plates of beans, mess pans of sow bosom and bread — in fact ail the 
luxuries with which the tables of the Gardner was loaded weni to the 
ground, and we went supperless to bed. 

In the haste to get the troops to the front the régiment ieft the 
State August 6th, with only one field offlcer, Col. J. G. Lauman, D. T. 
Bowler as Adjutant and S. E. Forsha as Quartermasier. We embark- 
ed on the steamer Jennie Whipple with a barge lasned to each side,. and 
proceeded direct to St. Louis. The 5th and 6th régiments went down 
on other boats at the same time, but were disembarked at Keokuk to 
reinforce Colonel Moore in the border war wîlh the rebel Genl. Green. 
It was on this trip that we had the flrst casuality in the régiment. One 
of Company "A" rolled ofF theboat in his sleep, into the river, in the 
dark, and was drowned. It was on account of the pressing mllitary 
necessity that the régiment went to the iront before its complète organ- 
ization, and before it was clothed, armed or equipped. We arrived at St. 
Louis on the morning of August the 8th, and went into bivouac in the 
grrounds of the U. S. Arsenal there. Arms were distributed to us at St 
Louis, the flank companies "A" and **B" getting the Springfleld rifle 
with tape self primers, and the other eight companies received the im- 
proved "buck and bail" Springfleld musket. Before the arms were dis- 
tributed, we were hurriedly ordered to take train for Springfleld to re- 
inforce General Lyon who was flghting a battle at Wilson's Creek, but 
before we embarked the resuit of his death and defeat was received 
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VETERAN VOLUNTEBR INFANTRY . i 

aïid we wére ordered to Jefferson Barracks. 

On the eyening of August 16th we were loaded on flat cars and 
glyen an ail nights ride to Ironton, Mo. On account of not being proper- 
1^ clothed we auffered with the cold, there we were placed under the 
command of General A. B. Prentiss, where we put in our time drilling. 

Companles '*B" and "H" under command of Captain Gideon 
Qordner were sent to Potosi to guard the outposts and do Provost duty. 
Wb marchied' across the country, drove out the guérillas and arrived at 
BotOBÎ ixi the night; as we had no tents we were ordered tô the court 
house for lodglng, where we laid our tired limbs to rest on the floor 
of the court room, which was covered with what we supposed was saw 
dUBt; it had just been evacuated by the rebels when we got there. We 
had not laid there long before we were ail stricken with a violent itch* 
ing Bensation, and there was no sleep or rest. With the earliest dawn we 
ezamlned to find the cause of our scratch or midnight attack, and dis- 
covered that the saw dust on the floor was not a pure article, but was 
adulterated with fleas and gray backs in nearly equal parts; we made 
a big kick to our officers in the morning on our quarters, and they con-' 
cluded we had better "flea from the wrath to come," and we were billet- 
ed in some empty houses around iown while we stayed there. 

It was there I stood guard for the flrst time; at night it was dark, 
dlsmal and rainy with occasional flashes of lightning, follov/ed by 
rumbling thunder; the guard Une ran through a grave yard with guard 
headquarters near thè corner of the cemetery; as we had not drawn 
any overcoato, and rubber blankets and ponchos, were not yet known to 
the army, we utilized our grey woollen blankets for overcoats, and drap- 
ed them over our shoulders to protect us from the rain. My post came on 
the opposite side of the cemetery, a dark, lonesome and foreboding 
place; I could see when the lightning flash ed, in my already over- 
wrought imagination, what I supposed to be ghosts moving about in the 
cemetery which nearly terrorized me, raised my hair, and the goose 
plmples stood out on my back like hay cocks; and even when I ascer- 
tained that they were guards on duty with their blankets over thelr 
heads standing up straight to keep the rain ofF, Ifoucdit anything but a 
pleasant duty to stand guard and I a thousand times wlshed myseif 
home with my mother before the second relief came around and let me 
off. In that country it is the custom, instead of putting up the grave 
Btones perpendicular at the head of the graves, to build a brick wall 
around each grave about two feet high, ana cover the vault ovct with 
a large marble slab, on which they put the inscription. A devil may 
care member of company "H" who never feared for anything, and there 
was vso shelter from the storm, when he came oft duty, got some of the 
boys t6 help him, and they lifted up the slab from one of the* graves, 
aîxd i^ him crawl under out of the wet; when the next relief came in. 
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one of them, a somewhat timid youth.as fhe gronnd was watersoaked, 
wrapped his blanket around him and laid himself down on top, little 
thlnking there was anything alive beneath; the fellow below always full 
of his tricks, in a sepulchural voice and stage whisper ezclaimed, "get 
off my grave you yankee son of a gun." It scared the fellow où top so 
bad that he screamed and ran, knocking down three stacks of guns, and 
never stopped until he got to camp, and t£e company ''H" man had to 
stand his guard the rest of the night. Hère occurred the flrst death-ln 
company "B". Sergeant Sheldon Arnold succombed to disease and dled 
and corporal H. I. Smith was promoted to his place. 

Whlle we were stationed at Potosi a young citizen o f that county 
named J. S. Wilkinson enlistedin Co. ''B", who gave us much informa- 
tion in référence to the résidents there, pointing out rebel sympathizem 
and traitôrs. Capt. Gardner, Commander of the post, had his headquar- 
ters in the principal hôtel on the corner near the court house, which 
was vacant. Just up the side street was another hôtel open and occu- 
pied, where the rebel sympathizers from town and country coagregated 
opposite which was a livery barn, with flag staff on the roof, where 
Wilkinson said the rebel flag was displayed before we captured the 
town. It was proposed by Sergeant Folsom of Co. **B" that we take 
our company flag that hung from the window of the court house and 
put it up on the rebel pôle; Sergt. Fplsom offered to take an armed 
squad and guard anyone while putting up our flag, which corporal H. I. 
Smith of Co. "B" volttnteered to do, which was done; Captain Gardner 
saw the flag displayed there and ordered it taken down. Sergeant Fol- 
som again formed his squad ai^d went and took it down as ordered; 
while passing the porch of the hôtel where about a dozen sécession sym- 
pathizers were sitting, one of them volunteered the remark that, "it 
was well we did, or they would bave done it for us." Sergeant Folsom 
immediately about faced his squad and corporal Smith again shinned up 
the lightning rod and bent the flag to the halyards, sent it to the mast 
head and the rebels were told that the flrst man that attempted to pull 
it down would be shot; he then marchéd h"îs squad back to thè court 
house, put a man on guard in the dôme and instructed him to guard it 
within easy range and ordered him to shoot anyone who touched it ; 
then reported to Captain Gardner what was said and done. The Captain 
still demanded that ft should be taken down, saying that "we wou^d pro- 
voke them to flght." Sergt. Folsom replied that he supposed "that was 
what we were there to do." The Captain still insisted that it should 
be taken down. After a hurried consultation, a majority of the company 
refused to comply with his order; when he ordered corporal Smith un- 
der arrest unless he would take the flag down, which he refused to do, 
and referred him to Major General John A. Dix's order which had just 
been issued: "Whoever attempts to haul down the American flag, shoot 
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him on the spot." This did not satisfy the Gaptain, so he tried to get 
Co. "B" to do it, which they refused to do; then he ordered Captain 
Crabb of Co. "H" with his company to do it. They grounded arma and 
refused to^do it; Then Captain Gardner made hlmself ridiculous and or- 
dered corporal Smith Bhot for disobedience of orders, which of course 
he could get no one to do. Sergt. A. J. Felt, who was acting Post Ad- 
jutant, was ordered to make out charges and spécifications for court 
martial proceedings against corporal Smith and sent to Ironton to Gen- 
eral PrentlBS. Felt retumed with an order to release Smith from ar- 
rest, and the resuit was that Captain Gardner succeeded in maklng him- 
self • very unpopular with the company and resigned before a year of his 
service had expired, and Lieutenant Reiniger was appointed Captain 
in his stead, and things were harmonious in the command after that. 

■ August 2$th eight companies of the régiment, with othcr com- 
mands, broke camp and marched to Cape Girardeau by the way of 
Fredricktown and Jackson, arriving Sept. 8th. From Cape Girardeau by 
the steamer Louisiana we proceeded down the Mississippi river to Cairo» 
thence to Fort Holt. The régiment had just got camp established, the 
brush eut away and quarters nicely policed, when we were sent to Camp 
Crittenden. Hère was our first skirmish. we had one man wounded. 
Thence to Norfolk, Mo., and flnally settled at Birds Point. Genl. Pren- 
tiss was superceeded by Genl. Grant on the march. 

Companies "B" and "H" remained at Potosi until October doing 
provost, scout and guiurd duty. While there company * B'* took posses- 
sion of a rebel printing office, changed the name of the paper to "Lau- 
man's Left Bower," The régiment was running a paper at Ironton 
called "Lauman*s Own." Its politics was changed from a sécession sheet 
to a hot Union paper. Sergeant A. J. Felt, who has since been Lient. 
Govemor of Kansas, was installed as editor. Z. A. Rutherford was fore- 
man and Billy Palmer was typo; the rest of the company were devils. 

About the middle of October thèse companies joined the régiment. 
While at Birds Point the régiment was uniformed for the first time. 
For Bome reason wnich I never understood our régiments first uuiform 
was différent from any other, and was not a régulation suit, it con- 
sisted of a dark blue jacket with light blue trimmings, light blue pants 
and fatigue cap, a sort of a zouave outfit, at Corinth we wore the 
Scotch Glengary same as tûe 12th Ills., wnich distinguished us from 
other commands; after this was worn out we drew the régulation uni- 
form, which we continued to wear ail through the rest of our service. 

Birds Point, Mo.,opposite Cairo, was about the limit of river trans- 
portation, until Island No.lO was taken by our forces, as the rebels held 
Columbus, Ky., with its strong fortifications and heavy ordlnance, com- 
manding the river. It is a fiât tableau of sandy land, on the banlcs of 
the Mississippi, where we were camped with other régiments of Gen- 
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eral Grant's command. It was a very unhealthy place, many dled of 
dysentery and malarial fever, so that there were several funerals each 
day. Our régiment did not suffer as much in that respect as others, 
as sanitary discipline ^as more rigidly entorced by the officers and we 
were not there so long as some of the Illinois régiments. ' General 
Grant's headquarters were at Cairo, 111. He used to come over with his 
staff on the ferry, visit and review us frequently. In the early days 
of the war as Brigadier General he wore quite a gay unlform» with gor- 
geous black plumes in his hat; as he acquired higher raskand lame, he 
was more simple in his dress. 

At iiirds Point we were for the flrst time orgai^sea vtk^ 9krtM 
complemnt of offlecrs. Captain Wentz, a gallant ofll<^r ot company **Q* 
First lowa Infantry, who had seen service in the German army, aad ivaft 
tresh from the battle of Wilsons Creek; and the campaigns of that ftuB-> 
ous régiment, was commissioned Lient. Colonel. E. W. Rice, a Sergeant 
of Company "C" was made the Major, and the regimental staff was made 
up as follows: 

Chaplain, I. Harvey Clarke. 

Ad jutant, D. T. Bowler. 

Surgeon, Amos Whitter. 

Hospltal Steward, J. B. Rich. 

Commisary Sergeant, Stephen Merrill. 

Quart ermaater Sergeant, Gcïorge Bennett. 

Drum Major, W. E. 'l'hayer. 

Fîfe Major, William Johnson. 

Wagon Master, George House. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE BATTLE OP BBLMDNT. 

It wlll be remembered by those who were selected for that expé- 
dition that we were camped ai Cairo, Birds Point and Ft. Holt, and that 
on the 6tli day of Nov., 1861, an order was given by General Grant for 
ail in the régiment selected who were able for duty to be ready to move 
at a moments notice, with two days rations and forty rounds of amuni- 
tion, the slck to oe left in camp with a détail from each company as 
camp guard; that in aftemoon the steamers Montgomery, Belle, Mem- 
phis, and Scott came over from Cairo and the troops, consisting of the 
7th lowa, Col. Lauman; 22nd Illinois, Col. Dougberty; 27th Illinois, Col. 
Buford; 30th Illinois. Col. Fouke; 31st Illinois, Col. John A. Logan; 
a section of Taylors Chicago Battery of two twelve pound howitzers; 
Capt. Delano'B Co. of Ills. Cavalry 56 strong; and one company of Inde- 
pendent cavalry, commanded by Capt. Dollins, 70 men. Thèse troops 
were quietly embarked on thèse transports, nobody but the offioers 
highest in commana knowing what we were going to do. After ail were 
loadcd we dropped down the ^HF)F)»sippi river, the wooden gun boats.tbe 
"Lexlngton," Capt. Stembél, and "Tyler," Capt. Walke commanding, 
acting as convoys. After going about ten miles we swung into the 
Kentucky shore, threw out a strong guard and tied up for the night, 
the troops ail but the guards sleeping on the transports. Early in the 
moming of the 7th we dropped down to a point on the Missouri slde 
about two miles above the village of Belmont, debarked, as we suppos- 
ed out of range of the batteries at Columbus, but while we were landing 
we were shelled from the rebel forts at Columbus, Ky. Some of the 
heavy rifled projectiles going just over the transports, burying them- 
selves in. the bank near the gang plank, over which the troops were 
passing, and after detailing two companies of the 7th lowa and three 
conlpanies of the 22nd Illinois to guard boats under command of Capt. 
Detrick, the rest of the command proceeded to advance on the enemy. 
From hère the troops were marched with skirjnishers in advance for 
about a miie down the river, and there formed in line of battle, the flrst 
brigade consisting of the 27th, 30th and Slst Illinois régiments, Capt. 
Dollins Co. of cavalry and Capt. Taylors battery under command of 
Brig. Gen. John A. McClemand taking tce right of the line, and eigbt 
companies of the 7th la. and seven companies of the 22nd 111. compris- 
ing the 2nd brigade under command of Col. H. Dougherty, taking the 
left. The command moved forward and the skirmishers became en- 
gaged at once. The firing was brisk but the enemy's pickets were 
steadiiy driven back to their main line and oUr skirmishers only halted 
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for our support to corne up. Then the baftle opened in real earneet 
and contlnued for Bevenhours, the enemy giving ground ail the time. 
The very audacity of the attack seemed to impress our men with a sensé 
of the necessity of the occasion that they seemed almost inspired to 
deeds of daring and ralor, and they pressed forward with the most ob- 
stinate courage, irreaistibly driving the enemy back in confusion, into 
their camps which were n an open field, and around which they had 
felled trees outwardly, making an abatis almost impossible to get 
through. Hère we halted to breath and reform our Unes. As soon as 
the enemy was driven into open grounds and it could be seen that from 
the forts at Columbus they could shell the woods without danger to 
their troops, a terrifie fire of solid shot and shell was opened upon us 
from ail the batteries on the opposite side of the river, literally mowing 
the tree tops where we were forming for another advance. As soon as 
ail was ready, the order was given and our men dashed forward firing 
and hurrahing as they advanced, and when the obstructions were 
ecaled a final charge was ordered anO away we went over the open 
fleld, and after one volley from us they were completely routed. They 
abandoned their battery and dlsappeared under the river bank, and the 
victory was ours. We took possession and burned their camp, cf.plured 
their artillery, garrison, flag and ail eqiupage, tumed their battery and 
our own on their transports ^hich wfrc ferrying over reinforcements. 
Lest it raight be supposed tbat their force was inferior to ours I 
will hère state that accordlng to iI*imi own officiai reporta,before any re- 
inforcements arrived tney had flve régiments ofinfantry (6 guns) and a 
squadrou of cavalry, as vill he more fully seen hereafter. Thus we see 
that they had five more companies than we did in the outset. It was at 
this |>oint that the wrker was severely woimded, and taken a short dis- 
tance to the rear and laid under a tree beside a wounded rebel where I 
witnessed the destruction of their camp. There I lay until the rebels 
belng reinforced temporarily occupied the ground. While they were 
parleying as to what to do with us who were wounded, Col. Logan's 
régiment, with himself in command, came charging through and drove 
them back. We were then picked up and put into an army wagon drawn 
by four mules and filled with wounded men. The mules were then put on 
a run through corn fields and woods to the boats, aroiding the roads 
because tne rebels had bcen heavily reinforced and had formed a line 
between our troops and the river, covering the road to the boats. The 
wounded had only just been put on the transports when a terrifie volley 
cf musketry was poured upon us from the rebels on the bank of the 
river. The halls literally riddled the upper works of the boats whtre the 
wounded lay in winrows on the cabin floor. There being scarcely any 
one on board but the wounded, there was no résistance ofifered save by 
a few who were slightly disabled. The fire was so fierce that it was 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



VETERAN VOLUNTKER INPANTRT 13 

impossible to even eut the lines and get under way. There we lay un- 
til the gun boats came to our rescue, and gave tbem a broadside which 
put them to flight. The lines were then loosened and we swung into 
the stream and proceeded on our way back to camp. Those who 
were not injured were left rft ^alro and Birds Point, the wounded belng 
taken to Mound City Hospital. where we arrived on the afternoon of 
the 8th. I was informed and hnd by officiai reports that our heaviest 
loss occurred on our way back to the transports where our exhausted 
troops had to eut tbelr way back to the boats, through fresh troops 
which had been thrown across the river from Columbus betWern our 
forces and the transports, under cover of their forts. The rebels olaimed 
the vlctory and most assuredly we did; why should we not? We accom- 
plished ail and more than we started to do, we captured and bumed 
their camp, took their battery and broughc three pièces back to camp 
with a large number of prisoners. We must, of course, admit a great 
sacrifice in killed and wounded ; but we hâve the satisfaction of ^mowing 
that we punished them as severely, if we did hâve to do it at such dis- 
advantage. According to their own reports we fought them over two to 
one on tneir own ground. in the woods with which they were familiar, 
and behino défensive works which they had been preparing for months, 
in the face of a battery at Bel mont and witliln easy range of the guns 
at Columbus. We were beyond the reach of reinforcements, supplies, 
and amunitlon, with no télégraphie communication, and our base at 
Cairo over Iwenty miles a way. Nojiher did we hâve any knowled^e of 
the numbers or position of the enemy. Our whole force after deducting 
the five companles left at the boats, consisted of four and a tiall régi- 
ments of infantry, one battery, and two companles of cavalry. With 
this force we attacked and successfully ^defeated the five régiments of 
infantry, one battery and one bataillon of cavalry as offlciafîy shown 
by Maj. Gen. Polks report after the battle. From tnls we leam that the 
onomy consisted of the 13th Arkansas, 12th, 13th, 21st, and 22nd Tennes- 
see,Beltzhoover's battery commanded by Capt. Watson, and a batallicn 
of cavalry under Lieit. Col. Miller; ail of thèse under command of Gen. 
Pillow. In addition to thèse forces there was a large force across the 
river and an adéquate number of steamers at~ îhe landlng to bring over 
reinforcements. The same report says: "Capt. Stewart's battery of the 
Louisiana artillery was advanced to a position on the Kentncky side 
of the river with which he could reach us and our gim boats with ease." 
And he goes on to say that from this point this battery and Capt. Ham- 
ilton's battery (a heavy seige battery) and several guns from the fort at 
Columbus opened on us. He says that the firing on the pickets was 
"heard at 10:20 a. m. and forty minutes afterward the engagement be- 
came gênerai in ail arma." Receiving a request from Gen. Piilow for 
additional ammunition and reinforcements the 2nd Tenn., Col. V/alker, 
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and two batteries. Capt. JackBon's and Capt. Polk's were sent over. 
By this time It was obvions that further reinforcemei\ts became nec- 
essary, and I sent over the 15th Tenn., Ck>l. Carrol, and the llth Lou- 
isiana, Col. Marks." Again says Gen. Polk: "It was obvions from the 
yielding of our eolumn to the heavy pressure of the masses of the 
ènemy's infantry, and the firm assault of their heavy battery that still 
further reinforcements were needed. I ordered the flrst brigade of Gen. 
Cheatham's division under Col. Preston Smith. The General having ar- 
rived in advance of his brigade I àirected him to take the nearest 
steamer, move promptly across the river, raïly and take command of 
the portions of régiments in sight, and support the movement ordered* 
tnrough Col. Marks." He says: "At this juncture the enemy flred our 
tents and advancing his battery near the river opened « heavy flre on 
our steamers which were transporting our troops across the river, in 
some instances driving shot through two at a time, I then à'rected 
Capt. Smith's battery to move to the rive." bank opposite the freld of 
battle and open on the enemy 's position, and also directed Maj. fc'tewart 
in commana or the heavy guns in the fort to open on the same position, 
it now being seen ihat. thèse guns could be used without danger to our 
troops. Thîs joint flre was so terrifie as to dislodge the enemy, silence 
his guns and cause him to take up his line of march tor his boats. On 
arrivai of Gen. Cheatham's brigade i took charge of it togethei with 
Capt. White's Co. of cavalry nnd procpecied with them across the river, 
having flrst ordered two régiments of Gen. McCowan's division, the 4th 
Tenu., and 12th Louislana to follow. On landing I met Gens. Pillow 
and Cheatham whom I directed to press the enemy to his boats. This 
order was executed with alacrity; the rouie over which we pass(>d was 
strewn with the dcad and wounded. On arriving at the point where 
hïs transports lay, I ordered headed the 15th senior Tenn. régiment, 
under a fleld thickly set with corn, to be deployed along the river bank 
within easy reach of the boats. This was accomplished and a heavy 
flre opened upon them simultaneously, riddling them with balls.,* Still 
further he goes on to say: "That in a conflict continued through so 
many hours and so hotly contested, che list of causalities must be ex- 
pected to be large. Our loss killed was 105; wounded 4l'9; missing 117; 
total 641." According to the oflicial reports the Union loss was as fol- 
lows: 22nd 111., killed 23. wounded 74, missing 37. 7th lowa, killed 
51, wounded 127, missing 39. 27th 111., kiîled 11, wounded 42, missing 
42. 30th m., killed 9, wounded 27, missing 8. 31st 111., killed 10, wound- 
ed 01, missing 4. Taylor's battery, wounded 5. Cavalry, wounded 5. 
Total killed 105; wounded 338; missing 130; total 573. Gen. Pillow in 
a letter to the Secretary of "War complained that Gen. Polk did not send 
him reinforcements enough, his language being: "After four hours 
of hard flghting against a force three times my own, andafter a loss of 
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Qnite one fourtb of force engaged to save my command from destruc- 
tion, I at laat ordered my command to fall back upon the river bank." 
àAd.again he says: "Tbis bloody battle was withln three-fourttas of 
a mile of the main army, only the river interposing, and there was not 
leas than 10,000 men well armed and disciplined looking on the conflict 
from the other side of the river, within a constructed line and com- 
manding défensive works." 

To havê so fully accomplished the object of the expédition under 
such disadvantages and against a force so much superior in numbers, 
both officers and men did more than their duty. They must hâve in 
faei hâve ail been heroes. Col. Dougheriy, commanding the 2nd bri- 
gade ^as three tlmes wonndéd in the leg, and was taken prisouer by 
the enemy. Ail the Illinois régiments lost heavily in officers and men. 
That every offlcer in» the 7th îa. did bis duty no better évidence can be 
adduced than the fact that Col. Lauman was severely wounded Lient. 
Col. Went2 was killed, Maj. Rice was wounded, and the Âdjutant taken 
prisouer. Ont of the seven Captains with their companies Capta. Par- 
fott, Harper, Klttredge, and Gardner were wounded; Lieut. Dodpe, Co. 
"B,". and Lieut. Gardner, Co. "I," were killed Lieut. Ream, 
Co. "C/* was wounded. That the men did their duty you 
may readily leam from the mortality list, Col. Lauman 's 
report says: "Out of an aggregate somewhat over 400, 51 
were killed, three died of wounds, 10 missing, 39 prisoners, 124 wound- 
ed; total 227." Among those i remember as conspicuous for bravery 
was Lieut. Col. Wentz. There were several of the officers wives of 
the Illinois régiments who did noble and efficient service in ministering 
tothe wounded on the boat I was on ail night. 

The -Confederate Congress passed a resolution of thanks to Maj. 
Gen. Polk, Brig. Gen. Pillow, Brig. Genl. Clieatham and officers and 
soldlers under their command for "gallantand distinguished services, 
and desperate courp.ge they exhlbited in sustaining for several hours 
and under most disadvantagcous circumstances an attack by a force of 
the enemy superior to their own both in number and equipmeuts, &c., 
at the Battle of Belmont." 

General Polk çays in hia officiai report: "The battle was fought 
against great odds both in numbers and in position, and our triumph 
was due to the favoring Providence of Almighty God." And turther 
he s^ys: "In such a conflict of arms illustrating the superior mettie cf 
the Southern fioldier,'* ftc. &c. 

bi the face of the foregoing self congratulations and silly bom- 
bast, H ia amusing to compare the record and show the absurdity of 
such extravagent stuff. Hère is the record: Four and a half régiments 
of infantry,one-half battery and two companies of cavalry, attacked and 
suGcesBfuUy routed, on their own ground, under the guns of their own 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



16. HIST0B7 OF THE SBYBNTH lOWA 

forts, burned thelr own camp, took their battery and a large uumber 
of prisoners, taking them off the field not less than, as previously 
shown at least ten régiments of confédérale infantry, flve companles 
of cavalry and three batteries. More than this, Just acroas tke river 
there were 10,000 of their troops in reserve, and plenty of boats to ferry 
them over. 

The following is an extract from a letter from Lient J. F. Warner 
of Co. "K", who was one of the boat guards during the batlle whiôh was 
published in the Charles City Intelligencer Nov. 21st, 1861. 

•*Lieut. Col. August Wentz was kllled by a bullet hitting him in 
the side he fell mortally wounded. At that time the enemy had re- 
ceived the reinforcements which compelied our forces to retire, and they 
had just fallen back from the camp. Col. "Wentz, but a short time prév- 
iens, was iirglng his men to deeds of valor by referring to the battle of 
Wilson's Creek, saying: "The lowa flrst did well at Springfleld, but 
the Seventh are equaling them." When he fell mortally wounded, the 
men sprung to bear him away, when he forbade them, saying: "Let me 
alone, boys, I want to die on the battle held." Thèse were his last 
words. 

The next day the wife of Col. Wentz oblained a pass from one of 
the staff offlcers, and went to Columbus on the steamer Memphis for 
the body of her husband. Every courtesy the occasion demanded wc.8 
paid her by the rebel offlcers. A Lieut. Col. of one of the régiments 
accompanied her to the battle field, where she found the body, robbed 
of its clothing, and ordered it taken to the boat, on which it returned 
to Cairo." 

For over an hour in the hottest of the engagement, the artillery 
of both forces became useless, because of the close mingling of friend 
and foe. After our forces had retreated lo tne boats, the gun boats took 
position and with the artillery on the transports poured a concentrated 
flre among the enemy, who had gathered in a dense mass along the 
shore. How many of them were killed* by the terrifie flre poured in 
among them we could not ascertain, but from attending circumstances 
it must hâve been immense; and this view of the case is strengthened 
from their course afterwarus, in refusing our messengers the privilège 
of Visiting the spot. 

Our total loss was reported at 450. The enemy crossed the river 
under the proteceion of the batteries at Columbus, in sucTi position 
that the flre from the gun-boat was not able to prevent it. 

The resuit of this battle is regarded as a victory for our side, 
although the fédéral forces were eventually compelied to "take water." 
Our troops complot oly whipped a force more than- double their own, 
and well entrenched. — captured gims and prisoners and much of the 
enemies camp equiqage, but were compelied to retreat before rebel 
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reinforcements from Cîolumbus. "No troops whether "ir-regular," 
or "regulars" of this or aoy other country, ever showed more hand-to- 
hand and bayonet-to bayonet val or. We challenge an exhibition of 
better flghting— of more sklU and daring on the part of officers, and 
stricter military obédience and persevering, tenacious, bull-dog flght 
on the part of the soldiers, than were exhiblted in this battle by the 
Union troops. It was not their fault that a battle thus fought was not 
a total and unquestionable victory for them." 

The kiUed and wounded in the Seventh lowa were about as many 
as the balance of the whole command put together, and when you take 
into considération that there were only eight companies engaged, it 
will readily be seen that the percentage of loss was fearful to contem- 
plate. 

Thus it will be seen that this battle which began about nine 
o'clock in the morning, our little army of 2,50D men in action was in a 
severe confllct for nearly four hours in the forenoon; then, after a re- 
spite following the capture oi the enemies encampment, in another 
hot confiict with General Cheatham's reinforcements and routed them; 
then again, afler embarking, for another hour repelling another attack 
at the landing. altogether making six hours of flghtmg. In addition, 
we marched fully ten miles, advancing and retiring through entangled 
thickets; killed, wounded and captured 641 of the enemy; captured 
his en tire battery and carried oft two of his guns and spiked the others; 
burned and destroyed his camp; defeated and utterly routed, flrst Gen- 
eral Pillow's 3,500; second Ueneral Cheatham reinforced to about 6,000; 
and in the third confiict at the landing when General Polk had about 
8,000 men on the Belmont side of the river, forced them again to fall 
back. 

This was General Grant's flrst battle of the war, and for the num- 
ber engaged, was one of the most desperate, brilliant and gallant. 

Our régiment had a brass band up to the battle of Belmont, but 
they laid down their instruments and went into the flght, some were 
killed and others wounded, so the band was broken up and never re- 
organized after that. 

It has always been a question to the troops engaged nevor satis- 
factorily explained, why our gun-boats lying near by in the river al- 
lowed the rebels to ferry over reinforcements under the very noses of 
the guns in their portholes. 

The subordinate offlcers and men, at the time regarded the battle 
of Belmont as a blunder and poçr generalship; In that the troops were 
not withdrawn to the transports before fresh rebel troops were brought 
over from Columbus and placed between us and our boats, as there was 
plenty of time to do it. We had before this defeated then taken their 
battery, over a thousand prlsoners, which we had to abandon when we 
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were obliged to eut our way through new reinforcements back to our 
boats. General Grant was generally condemned for not doing so. A 
saying of Napoliaon was, "any one can lead an army in to battie but 
it takes a good General to get them out.'* 

A NEWSPAPER WAR CORRESPONDENT'S ACCOUNT. 

lowa poured out her first terrible dole of loyal blood to garnish 
the sword of Grant. A skirmisher of Company H, of the Seventh towa, 
named John C. Temple, was the first man kllled at Belmont, Grant's 
flrst battie for the Union. A band of 400 young and enthusiastic coun- 
try boys ftom the extrême northern and tne extrême southern and the 
central tier of counties, newly wedded Into a régiment, marched be- 
hind the man of destiny to that field. A soldier's burial to 74 of them, 
wounds and pain to 127 and captivity or an unknown fate to 49 were 
the awards for heroism that opened a new page in martial hlstory. 

Belmont was a remarkable affair, not olticially dignifled as a bat- 
tie — only an engagement. The Union troops engaged had not before 
been under fire. They lost in killed fully one-half as many, as in wound- 
ed — an unusually large proportion. The gênerai average during the 
war was one killed to three wounded. Pive infantry régiments partici- 
pated, and four of them became noted throughout the war as tlghting 
régiments;, and are included in the 300 whose losses in battie wore ex- 
cessive. The Seventh lowa — to use a common and much abusod army 
expression — was "literlly eut to pièces." The proportion of killed to 
wounded was o ver 1% to 2. 

The Confederate post at Belmont was a point of observation for 
the more important position at Columbus, Ky., on the opposite side 
of the Mississippi. It consisted of a camp on the bluff sunounded by 
abatis of fallen trees, and when General Grant attacked it on Nov. 7, 
1861, was manned by about 3,000 men. with six cannon. Grant hao 3,000 
men. The Seventh Jowa and the Twenty-sjcond Illinois formel a pro- 
visional semi-brigade led by Colonel H. Doughcrty of the Twcnty-sec- 
ond. The Colonel of the Seventh — J. G. Laiiman — was a novice in war. 
The lieuttenant colonel had served in a 3-months' régiment, and the 
major — Elliot W. Rice — had just been promoted from the ranks of Com- 
pany C. 

The little army sailed from Cairo on transports to a land-'n-î 
about three miles above Belmont and got ashore withont alarm to the 
enemy. After marching a mile through a wooded swamp thp colMnm 
reached a cornfield, and the companies of the Seventh deployed os skir- 
mishers and dodged among the tall cornstalTvs to the farther end of 
the fleld. A company of Confederates were secreted in a wood beyond 
the field and flred a few shots at the lowans, killing one man. 

A Une of battie was formed in the field, and the whole command 
moved*on through the woods. The fightlng was steady and continuous 
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from that point forward. The way was obstructed by heavy underbrush 
and fallen trees, and the men had to climb over and cra-wl under the ob- 
stacles as best they could, the while keeping a lookout for the enemy. 
In places the ground was swampy, and between flghting, flnding a road 
and waiting for the cannon to be dragged albng with column, the 
march was far from easy. 

The delay gave the enemy time to sélect positions and get in good 
shots. At the end of a mile the whole line was held up by a new obsta- 
cle — a sort of a secondary river bank that formed a good natural breast 
work for the Confederates. Granfs column had also got within range 
of the fleldpieces at Belmont and of the heavy guns at Golumtus, and 
shot and shell tore through the forest, givmg the farm boys a taste of 
real war. The Confederate riflemen were favored with picked shots, 
and officers and men began to fall rapidly. The mounted men were 
the chosen targets of the enemy, and several staff officers were un- 
horsed. Grant's horse was shot under him. 

The plan of attack was to keep the left flank near the river to pre- 
vent reinforcements crossing over from Cîolumbus to Belmont, and by 
spreading out the line partially surround the camp. A united effort 
in the nature of a charge, but prevented from being one by the rough- 
ness of tne ground, drove the enemy from his embankment through the 
woods to an open space around the camp. When the excited poldiers 
saw the défiant flag waving over the guns and the Confederates running 
back across the flelds, their enthusiasm knew no bounds. 

The spreading of the Lue created a gap in the ranks opposite the 
enemy's battery. The Seventh lowà rushed into the space, and in a 
few minutes drove the gunners from their pièces by a hot fire of bullets. 
A dashing charge by the whole line precipitated a stampede in the 
enemy's ranks, and Grant's men swarmed around the flagpole, cannon 
and tents like bées around an overturned hive. It was their flrst vlc- 
tory and their flrst selzure of spoils of war. Officers and soldiers alike 
jumped upon the gun carriages aud platforms and delivered flowery 
speeches to their comrades who cheered themselves hoarse and the 
battle was soon turned into a Fourth of July orgy of bubbllng élo- 
quence. 

The Confederates had not abandoned the Missouri bank, but had 
simply dropped down under the bluff out or range. No one demanded 
their surrender, for the victors seemed to tBink that the position, the 
armament ot the camp were the sole objecfïve of the campaign. 

The guns at Columbus attempted to flre upon the mob of invaders 
at Belmont, but their shells passed over. The boys laughed at that, 
but changea their tune when their enimies under the bluff climued the 
trees and commenced good larget practice upon the camp. 

Colonel Lauman was shot through the thigh, and about that 
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time Colonel Dougherty discovered some steamers loaded with troops 
making for the shore above Belmont. They were Confederates, maneu* 
vering to get between Grant's column and the landing. The lowans 
placed their wounded leader iipon a gun carriage and started to retreal. 
The moment they entered the woods ihey were struck by an enftading 
fire from the river bank. Lieutenant Colonel Wentz was killed, Major 
Rice severely wounded, and several company offlcers fell. Prom that 
time on until the transports were reached the march was one contin- 
uous brush fight. 

, The Confederates were at home on the ground and lined the edges 
of the field and openings pouring their fire into the column at every 
step. Grant's soldiers were nearly exhausted T)y the unusual exritement 
they had passed through and the labors oi the march and attack, but 
they coolly and deliberately fought their way to the landine:. The 
lowans lost 227, over half their number. Some of the prisoners lost 
were wounded, and many of the missing lay dead in the swamp.. Every 
fleld officer was down, and three lieutenants were killed and four cap- 
tains wounded 

The other troops at Belmont were Ulinoisans—the Twenty-sec- 
ond, Twenty-seventh, Thirtieth and Thirty-tirst infantry, Taylcr's Chi- 
cago battery ami DoUin's and Delano s Illinois cavalry. Grant. General 
McClernand, commanding the First brigade, and Colouel Dougherty, 
Second brigade, were from Illinois. Colonel Logan commanded one 
régiment. 

The flrst case on record, I think, in the war of a soldier killed 
in battle retaining a lifelike position in deatli was at Shiloh. It was 
report ed by Dr. Brinton, Grant's médical direclor, who saw and ex- 
amîned the body. It was that of a Union soMier shot through tbe fore- 
head while kneeling to fire from behind a tree. His head fell forward 
against a tree, but his upria^ht body rested on one foot and knee. and he 
hcld his musket in firm grasp and remained in position until removed. 

The next fi^ht of the Sçventh was at Donaldson, where it charged 
the entrenohments, but got o.ut with. sU^ût loss. On the fleld of Shiloh 
the rofTîment was in Colonel Tnttle's Towa bric:ade. W. IL L. Wallace's 
reserve division. When the attack began at the outposts, the moi were 
in line for Sunday mofning inspection. They proraptly marchcd for- 
ward to a pièce of heavy timber on the edg ) of a field across whlch the 
pnrmy's line of battle was advancing. The position was held for nine 
hours, ail the time under a galling fire of canister, grape and shell. 
Tho loss was not severe, but again the number killed was large in com- 
parison with the wounded. It stood 10 to 17." 
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CHAPTER III. 
INCIDENTS OF THE BATTLE OF BELMONT. 

A correspondent, givlng an account of the buriaï of the Union 
dead upon the field of battle of Belmont, by a party which returned, 
after the battle, with a flag of truce, relate*: the following Incidonts: 

"Our dead were mostly lying upon theîr backs, and evorything 
taken from their bodies that could be of value to the enemy. The 
countenances of the dead were mostly expressive of rage. One or two 
features were expressive of lear. One poor fellow, after he was wound- 
ed, bethought hlmself to smoke. He was found in a sitting position, 
against a tree, dead, with his pipe in his nand, his knife in the other, 
and his tobacco on his breast. 

"A young lad about sixteen was found lying across a log, just as 
he fell, grasping his musket with both hands. 

•*A wounded man, with both legs nearly shot off, was found in 
the woods, slnging the Star-spangled Banner; but for thls circumstance 
the surgeons say they would not hâve discovered him. 

"A Captain of one of the régiments was looking at the prisoners 
captured at Belmont, and recognized one as his own brother. 

BELMONT* AFTER THE PIGHT. 

John Seaton, Captain of company "B," in the Twenty-second Il- 
linois régiment, relates tne following incidents: 

"The day after the battle, Col. Hart was in command of the party 
that went down with a flag of truce to bury the dead, and take up the 
wounded that still lay on ihe battle-fleld. Of my company, there were 
Lieut. Morgan, Corporal B. B. Gould, privâtes T. C. Young, J. W. 
Young, and Phil. Sackett. They relate some very affecting scènes they 
witnessod upon the battle-fleld, one of which was the flnding of the 
body of Lieut. Col. Wentz by his wife. There lay the corpse on that 
blood-stained field, ghastly in the embrace of death. She stands gazing 
at it flxidly, and motionless as though rooted to the spot; presently 
her eyes till with tears, and she breaks out in a low, agonizing cry: 
*Poor — poor — soûl — is it gone?' and falls prcslrate upon his body. Then 
it was that stout and hard-featured men wept. Every rebel ofilcer took 
out his pocket handkerchief to wipe away the tears that came trickling 
down their cheeks. One of them remarked, 'l'd give ten thousand dol- 
lars to recall that man tO life." Ahd the boys' say they believe he 
meant it. They found many poor fellows badly wounded that had'lain 
there since the battle. The rebels had bcen around during the night 
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and given them water, and other necessaries, and had taken a great 
many into the hospitals. 

"I belleve we dld meet the flower ot the Southern army, for they 
fought bravely, and thelr arms were ail supeiior to ours. Every pièce 
I saw was rlfled, and had ail the latest Improvements; and there were 
a great many Sharp's siz-shooting rifles. Their officers' uniforms were 
splendid and gorgeous, but the mens' cloches were nearly ail of a 
brownisn gray, coarse, home-spun jeans. In the early part of the flght 
two men of Company C brought a long, lean prisoner to me. He was 
about six feet two inches, and belonged to the Second Tennessee régi- 
ment. He was very much scared. I asked him how many men we were 
fighting; he raised his hands above his head, and spoke in that pecu- 
liar style so much in vague in the rural districts of Slave States, where 
they see so much of the 'nigger.' 'To God, stranger, I can't tell; this 
ground was jist kivered with men this mornln'; swar me in, stranger^ 
l'ii take the oath right now; l'il flght for you; only please don't kill 
me." I told him he should not be hurt, if h e behaved himself , and tied 
him, commanding him to lie down and remain there till I came back, 
and then left him. I saw him no more that day, but some one else 
brought him along before night. 

The following incident connected with this battle illustrâtes the 
chances and expériences of war: Immediateiy before the war, Philip 
Fouke was in Washington as a member of congress from Illinois, John 
V. Wright was a congressman from Tennessee. Fouke and Wright 
were both Democrats, and though fast friends both politically and 
socially, they differed with respests to the question of sécession. When 
they parted at Washington Wright shook Fouke's hand remarking: 
'1 expect the next time we meet, Phil, it will be on the battle-fleld." 
It happened so. Fouke commanded the 30th 111. which confronted the 
13th Tennessee commanded by Col. Wright at Belmont. Wright was 
mortally wounded and 60 of his régiment were captured by the 30th. 

BBLMONTER. 

OFFICIAL REPORT. 
"On the eveningof the 6th I left this place in steamers with Mc- 
Clernand's Brigade, consisting of Twenty-seventh Régiment Tllinois 
Volunteers. Col. N. B. Buford; Thirtieth Régiment Illinois Volunteers, 
Col. Philip B. Fouke; Thirty-first Régiment Illinois Volunteers, Col. 
John A. Logan; Dollins' Company Independent Illinois Cavalry, Capt. 
J. J. Dollins; Delano's Company Adams County Illinois Cavalry, Lient. 
J. K. Catlin; and Dougherty's Brigade, consisting of Twenty-second 
Régiment Illinois Volunteers, Lieu t. Col. H. E. Hart; Seventh Régi- 
ment lowa Volunteers, Col. J. G. Lauman, amounting to 3,114 men 
of ail arms, to make the démonstration against Columbus. I proceeded 
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down the river to a point 9 miles below hère, where we lay untll next 
morning, on the Kentucky shore, which served le distract the enemy 
and led him to suppose that he was to be attacked in his strongly for- 
tifled position at Columbus. 

About 2 o'clock on tae morning of the 7th I received information 
from Ck>l. W. H. L. Wallace at Charleston (sent by a messenger on 
steamer W. H. B.) that he had learned from a reliable Union man that 
the enemy had been crossing troops from Cîolumbus to Belmont the day 
beforç, for the purpose of following after and cutting off the forces un- 
der Colonel Oglesby. Such a move on his part seemed to me more than 
probable, and gave at once a twofold importance to my démonstration 
against the enemy — namely,the prévention of reinforcements to General 
Prie e and the cutting off of the two small columns that I had sent, in 
pursuance of directions, from this place and Cape Qirardeau, in pursuit 
of Jeff. Thompson. This information determined me to attack vigor- 
ously his forces at Belmont, knowing thaï slîould we be repulsed, we 
would re-embark withont difflculty uhder the protection of the gun- 
boats. The following order wàs given: 

ON BOARD STEAMER BELLE MEMPHIS, 

Novemoer 7, 1861 — 2 o'clock a. m. 

The troops composing the présent expédition from this place will 
move promptly at 6 o'clock this morning. The gunjjoats will take the 
advance, and be followed by the First Brigade, under command of Brig. 
Gen. John A. McClernand, composed of ail the troops from Cairo and 
Fort Holt. The Second Brigade, comprising tne remainder of the troops 
of the expédition, commanded by Col. Henry Dougherty, will follow. 
The entire force will debark at the lowest point on the Missouri shore 
where a landing can be effected in security from the rebel batteries. 
The point of debarkation will be designated by Captain Walke, com- 
mand in£ naval forces. 

? JOHN A. RAWLINS. 

Assistant Adjutant-ijreneral. 

Promptly at the hour designated we proceeded down the river to 
a point just out of range of the rebel bateries at Columbus and debarked 
on the Missouri shore. From there the troops were marched, with skir- 
mishers well in advance, by flank for about a mile towards Belmont, 
and there formed in line of battle. One battalion had been left as a re- 
serve near the transports. Two companles from each régiment were 
thrown forward as skirmlshers, to ascertain the position of the enemy, 
and about nlne o'clock met and engaged him. The balance of my force, 
with the exception of the reserve, was promptly thrown forward, and 
drove the enemy foot by foot, and from tree to tree, back to his encamp- 
ment to the river bank, a distance of over two miles. Hère he had. 
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strengthened'his position by felling the timber for several hundred 
yards around his camp, making a sort of abatis. Our men charged 
through this. driving the enemy under cover of the bank, and many of 
them into their transports, in quick time, leaving us in possession of 
everything not exceedingly portable. 

Belmont is situated on low ground,.and every foot Is commanded 
by the guns on the opposite shore and of course could not be held for a 
single hour after the enemy became aware of the wlthdrawal of his 
troops. Having no wagons with me, I could move but little of the»cap- 
tured property, consequently gave orders for the destruction of every- 
thing that could not be moved and an immédiate retum to our trans- 
ports. Tents, blankete, &c., were set on fire ond destroyed, and our re- 
turn march commenced, taking his artillery and a large number of cap- 
tured horses and prisoners with us. Three pièces of artillery belng 
drawn by hand, and one by an inefficient team, were spiked and left on 
the road; two were brought to this place. 

We had but fairly got under way when the enemy, having receiv- 
ed re-inforcements, rallied under cover of the river bank and the woods 
on the point of land in the river bend of the river above us, and made 
his appearance between us and our transports, evidently with a design 
of cutting off our return to them. 

Our troops were not in the least discouraged, but charged the 
enemy and again defeated him. We then, with the exception of the 
Twenty-seventh Illinois, CJol. N. B. Buford commanding, reached our 
transports and embarked without further molestation. While waiting 
for the arrivai of this régiment, and to get some of our wounded from a 
fleld hospital near by, the enemy having crossed fresh troops from 
Columbus, again made his appearance on the river bank, and commenc- 
ed flring on our transports. The flre was returned by our men from the 
decks of the steamers, and also by the gunboats with terrible effect, 
compelling hlni to retîre in the direction of Belmont. In the mean time 
Colonel Buford, allliough he had received orders to retum with the 
main force, took the Charleston road from Belmont, and came in on the 
road leading to Blrd's Point, where he had formed a line of battle in 
the moming. At this point, to avoid the effect of the shells from the 
gunboats that were begining to fall among his men, he took a blind 
path direct to the river, and.followed a wood road up its bank, and 
thereby avoided meeting the enemy, who were retiring by the main 
road. On his appearance on the river bank a steamer was dropped 
down, and took his command on board, without his having participated 
or lost a man in the enemy's attempt to eut us off from our transports. 

Notwithstanding the crowded state of our transports.the only loss 
we Bustained from the enemy's flre upon them was three men wounded, 
one of whom belonged to cne of the boats. 
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COL. H. DOUQHERTY, 22d ILLS., 

who commanded the brigade at the battle of Belmont. 

Wounded in threo places, losinfir a \eg. 
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Dur loss in kiled on the field was 85, 301 wounded (many of them, 
however, sllghtly), and 99 missing. Of the wounded, 125 fell into the 
hands of the enemy. Neafly ail the missing were from the Seventh 
lowa Régiment, which suffered more severely than any other. Ail the 
troops behaved with great gallantry, whlch was in a great degree attrib- 
utable to the coolness ana présence of mind of their offlcers, particu- 
larly the colonels comroanding. 

General McClemand was in the midst of danger throughout the 
engagement, and aisplaycd both coolness and judgment. Uis horse was 
three times shot under him. • 

Colonel Dougherty, Twenty-second Illinois Vounteers, command- 
ing the Second Brigade, by his coolness and bravery entitles himself to 
be named among the most compétent of offlcers for command of troops 
in battle. In our second engagement he was three times wounded, and 
fell prisoner in the hands of the enemy. 

Among the iLilled was Lieut. Cîol. A. Wentz, Seventh lowa Volun- 
teers, and among the wounded were Ck)l. J. G. Lauman and Maj. E. W. 
Rice, of the Seventh lowa. 

The reports of snb commanders will détail more fully particulars 
of the engagement, and the conduct of both offlcers and men. 

To my staff, Capt. John A. Rawlins, assistant ad jutant-general ; 
liieiics. (>. B. Lagow and William S. Hillyer, aides-de-camp, and Capt. 
R. B. Hatch, assistant quartermaster, I am much indebted for the 
promptitude with which they discharged their several duties. 

Surg. J. H. Brinton, U. S. volunteers, chief médical offlcer, was on 
the âeld during the cntire engagement, and displayed grëat ability and 
efficiency in caring for the wounded, and in organizing the médical 
corps. 

Maj. J. D. Webster, acting chief engineer, also accompanied me 
on the fleld, and displayed soldierly qualities of a high order. 

My own horse was shol under me during the engagement. 

The gunboats Tyler, Capt. Walke, and Lexington, Capt. Stem- 
bel, convoyed the expédition, and rendered most efficient service. Im- 
mediately upon our landing they engaged the enemy's batteries on the 
heights above Columbus, and protected our transports throughout. For 
a detailed acount of the part taken by them I refer with pleasure to 
the accompanying report of Capt. Walke, senior (No. 3). 

In pursuance of my request, General Smith,commanding at Padu- 
cah, sent on the 7th instant n force to Mayfield, Ky., and another in the 
direction of Columbus, with orders not to approach nearer, however, 
than 12 or 15 miles of that place. I p.lso sent a small force on the Ken- 
tucky side towards Columbus, under Col. John Cook, Seventh Illinois 
Volunteers, with orders not to go beyona BlUott's Mills, distant some 12 
miles from Columbus. Thèse forces having marched to the points desig- 
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nated in tlieir orders, returned without having met serious résistance. 

On thc eveninK of the Ttii 'afoiiLation of the resuit of the engage- 
ment at Belmont was sent to CJcion^^l Oglesby commanding expédition 
against Jeff. Thompson and orders to return to Bird's Point by way of 
Cbarlostown, Mo. Before thèse reached him, however. he had learned 
that Jeff.Thompson had l<'ft the piacc where he was reported to be when 
the expédition started (he having gone towards New Madrid or Arkan- 
sas) and had determined to retiii-n. Thc same information was sent to 
the commanding oficer nt Cape Gii fardeau with directions for the 
troops to le brought bacli that had gonc ont from that place. 

From ail the information 1 hâve been able to obtain since the' en- 
gagement, the enemy's los»s iu kilJod and wounded was much greater 
than ours. We captured 175 prisoiiers, ail his artillery and transporta- 
tion, and destroyed his en tire camp and garrison équipage. Independ- 
eiit of the iiijTiries intiicted ui.on hi n and the rrevention of his re-en- 
forcing l'rice or sending a force îo cui olY the expéditions against Jeff. 
Thompson the confidence in?pired in our troops in the engagement will 
be of incalculable benellt to un in the future. 

Very respectfully your cbedient servant, 

U. S. GRANT, 

Brigadier-General. 
Brig. Gen. f BIH WILLIAMS, 

Atsistant Adjutant-Gçneral, Washington, D. C. 

REPORT OF COMMANDER HENRY WALKB, U. S. NAVY. 

U. S. GUNBOAT TYLBR, 
Mound City, November 9, 1861. 
GENERAL: Agreeably to your instructions, I proceeded on the 
evening of the 6th, in company with the U. S. gunboat Lexington, un- 
der Commander Stembel, down the Mississippi, convoying a number of 
transport steamers as far as opposite Norfolk and near the Kentucky 
shore, where we ail anchored.for the night. At 3 o'clock the following 
morning the gunb'oats Tylcr and Lexington proceeded down the river 
with the intention of engaging the enemy at Iron Banks but after run- 
ning a short distance we were met by such a dense fog as to render any 
further progress hazardous and unfeasible. We therefore rounded to, 
and returned tô the point from whence we started. I received your 
spécial order, and at 6 o'clock we ail started, the gunboats taking 
the lead. We proceeded to the extrême end of Lucas Bend, where I 
supposed we were out of the range of their guns. After our troops were 
disembarked and under marching orders about 8:30 o'clock, the two 
gunboats proceeded to engage the batteries on Iron Banks. We each 
expended several rounds of shell with seemingly good effect, but their 
balls from the rifled cannon flew by and over us to a great extent, sorae 
of the shot going half a mile beyond the transports. Fortunately, how- 
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ever, they did us no damage, and we returned to the transports, where 
they kept flring at us for a considérable length of time. I flnally re- 
quested the captains of the trani^ports to move above and out of the 
range of their guns, which subsequently they did, we ourselves dolng 
likewise. 

At 10 o'clock, hearlng the battle at Belmont, our two boats again 
proceeded down to engage their batteries, this time expending more 
Shell and receiving no Injury. After an engagement of about twenty 
minutes in the méantime the shots flying thickly about us we again 
returned to the transports, continuing our flre as long as our shells 
reached them. 

At noon, hearing the continued flring at iJelmont, the two gunboats 
made their third attack upon the enemy's batteries, this time going 
nearly a quarter of a mile nearer. We opened a brisk flre of shell, 
direct ing many of them to the enemy's camp at Belmont, their rifled 
balls still passing beyond and around us, but one of their 24 pounders 
struck us on the starboard bulwarks, continuing obliquely through the 
spar deck, and in its course taking oft the head of one nian injuring 
two others, one quite seriously. 

After flring a few more rounds we returned, keeping up our flre 
from the stem guns till out of reach. It is truly miraculous that we 
hâve in ail our engagements escaped with so little damage. After 
nearly ail the troops had re-embarked and were about ready to start, a 
sudden attack was made upon the transport vessels by an apparently 
large re-enforcements of the rebels. Our boats being in good position, 
we opened flre with our grape, canister, and 5-second shells, and com- 
pletely routed them — ^we learn with great slaughter. After silencïng 
the enemy, we continued our flre with the broadside guns, throwing 
Shell on the banks ahead with the bow gun to protect the transports, 
and throwing shell from the stem gun upon the enemy's ground so 
long as we were in reach. 

After passing a few miles up the river we met the Chancellor, 
with Brigadier-General McClernand on board, who stated that some of 
their troops had been left behind, and by his direction both gunboats 
returned some distance, picking up between us ail there to be seen, to- 
gether wtth a large number of prisoners, some wounded and sick. 
Every attention was pald to alleviate the sufferings of the wounded, 
Acting Surgeons Kearney and Qoddard dresing their wounds, and 
the crew of the ships furnishlng them with their own hammocks and 
bedding. We then returned to Island No. 1; met the Rob Roy, with 
instructions from you; tumed over to her ail our soldiers and prisoners, 
and remainjed there till an hour after Colonel Cîook's return from a 
reconnaissance down the Kentucky side. We then weighed anchor and 
proceeded to Cairo. Commander Stembel, with the Lexington as con- 
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sort, Bupportd me in ail the duties of the day with moBt commendable 
energy and in a most effective manner. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

H. WALKE, 
Commander, U. S. Navy. 
BRIG. GBN. U. S. GRANT, 

Commanding District Southeast Missouri. 

LIEUT. COL. WENTZ AT BELMOUT. 

My recollection of this officer covers but a short time. He was 
a German and universally beloved and admired. There was in 
camp at the time of the battle of Belmont a number of the wives of 
officers Col. Wentz* among them. They saw their husbands off thé 
evening before as they embarked on the steamers and turned their 
heads down stream towarda the enemy. The émotions of that hour* 
who may téll? The trial was only one of many thousands repeated 
again and again ail over the land in that awful four years horror. 

The moming of the battle as we had moved close up to the skirm- 
ish line and heard the brisk lire of the skirmishes and saw now and then 
one of them being brought to the rear ail covered with their blood it 
seemed a very trying moment. Col. Wentz came riding along slowly 
laughlng and talking to the men and telling them how badly scared 
the enemy were thus breaklng the force of that sickening slght. No 
doubt this helped many a poor fellow to stand up and do his duty 
creditably that day. 

After going through the main battle and as the régiment was mov- 
Ing off the fleld and nearing the timber on the west, while I was 
momentarily back with Co. "B," Major, afterwards Gen. E. W. Rice, 
rode up and told us that Col. Wentz was wounded and had fallen 
from his horse then a little ways to rear and ordered four of us to go 
back and bring him off the fleld; we went and found him, picked him 
up and carried him a ways until he requested us to lay him down. He 
felt he could go no further. We laid him down in the shelter of a 
large hlgh stump. We ministered to him there as best we could 
giving him water and in trying to loosen his clothing could not get his 
sword belt undone and had to eut it to get it off. 

As he could not bear lo be carried further and was fast sinking a 
hurried consultation was held. We were in extrême danger of being 
captured as our forces had gone. The spot was swept by the batteries 
from Columbus and they were using them,Beveral shots striking close 
to us and no telling how soon the infantry would be upon us. It was 
said he is good as dead and we had better save ourselves from being 
captured. 

So two of the four started to catch the régiment and in a short 
time the'third man thought it right for him to go too. I gave the Col.'s 
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revolver to hlm and told hlm If possible totakethat back to the Col.'s 
wife. 

The end soon came as he sank rapidly. He had requested me to 
stay with him and Jiow havlng done ail I could I gatbered up his sword 
and struck out after the command afoot and alone; caught up after 
awhile wlth the 27th Ills., and came ofF with them and back up the river 
on one of the gun boats to Calro and over to our camp at Bird's Foint 
about 2:00 o'clock at night. Next morning reported my expérience to 
company headquarters and tumed over the sword to Mrs. Wentz and 
received her thanks and some Personal effects of the CoTs for keep- 
sakes. Hère let me explaln another matter. The question was asked 
why did you not also take his watch and other valuables? I was young 
and the expérience was new and terribly exciting. The thought of tak- 
ing those things back to his wife came to me, but the thought of proing 
into th»^ (le:id 'mnn's pocket was répugnant to me, and should I be 
wounded, killed or captured with those things found in my possession 
with the possibility of my motives in taking them being misconstrued 
was just terrible. So I took only his sword thinking his family would 
prize that more than anything else. 

I think it only a just portrayal of the temper of those times to 
State that when in a day or two, under a flag of truce, some of our army 
went back to bury the dead they found Col. Wentz where we laid him 
down but his body had been stripped of his clothlng down to his un- 
derwear and everything of value on his person taken. It may be well 
for the comlng générations to know that the pure hellishness of onr 
enemies at that time seemed but one remove in atrocity above a black- 
foot Indian. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SERGT. J. C. PERCY, 

Co. E, 7th lowa Infty. 
CONFEDERATE REPORT. 
HD.QRS. FIRST DIV., WESTERN DEPARTMENT, 

Columbus, Ky., November 10, 1861. 

I hâve the honor to submit the following report of the opérations 
of the army under my command In the battle of Belmont the 7th inst: 

From information received from several sources I had reason to 
believe it was the intention of the enemy to attack my position at this 
place at an early day, provision to meet which was made accordingly. 
Between 2 and 3 o'clock on the morning of the 7th a couder arrived at 
my headquarters, informlng me of the movement of a strong force de- 
aigned to attack General Thompson's position at Bloomfield and New 
Madrid. When, therefore, I was informed shortly after daybreak, 
through a member of my staff, that the enemy had made his appear- 
ance in the river with gunboats and transports, and was landing a con- 
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giderable force on the Missouri shore, 5 or 6 miles from Belmont, I 
became satisfled il was bis intention to make tbe attack gênerai. I 
dispatched immediately messengers to the gênerai offlcers of division 
to inform them of my impressions and tbe position of affairs, with 
instructions to make sucb disposition of their commands as the emer- 
gency required. 

The same information was conveyed to Colonel Tappen, who was 
in command of the force at Belmont. To General Pillow, whose division 
was nearest the point immediately threatened, I gave orders in person 
to move immediately to the relief of Colonel Tappen with four of bis 
régiments. For this service he detailed Colonel Russeli's, Colonel 
Wright's, Colonel Picketfs, and Colonel Freeman's régiments of Tenn- 
essee volenteers. Thèse, with Colonel Tappàn's Tbirteenth Arkansas, 
Captain Beltzhoover's Watson Battery, and a squadron of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Miller.s battalion of cavalry, composing tbe force on tbe other 
side, were deemed sufflcient to resist the column reported to bave land- 
ed. Having an adéquate number of steamers at the landing, this order 
was promptly executed. ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Having examined and found tbe batteries in the fort in a proper 
condition, I proceeded up the river to examine tbe dispositions of .Gen- 
eral McCown.wbo was charged with tbe defences of tbe left flank. Thèse 
I found to be satisfactory. He bad already advanced a battery of long- 
range guns, under the comand of Capt. R. A. Stewart, of the Louisana 
Pointe Coupée Battery, to a position from wbence be could reach with 
ease tbe enem y,s gunboats. 

From this point and that occupied by the beavy siège battery, un- 
der command of Captain Hamilton, as also from several of tbe guns of 
tbe fort, he opened a beavy flre, which was duly responded to by tbe en» 
emy. After half an bour's engagement tbe boats were driven up tbe 
river. At a subséquent period tbey again dropped down and renewed 
tbe confllct; throwing shot and sbell into tbe works. This was contin- 
ued for an hour, when tbey again were forced to retire. 

Ascertaining that the remaining portion of General Pillow's divi- 
sion, as well as that of General Cheatbam, was in proper position, I re- 
turned to tbe river bank opposite to Belmont. At 10:20 o'clock tbe fir- 
inïç of the cnmy's advanced guard upon our pickets was beard, and in 
about forty minutes afterwards tbe engagement became gênerai with ail 
arms. 

Taking my position on tbe river bank midway between the two 
points of expectcd attack, I dispatched one of my aides to the Missouri 
shore to inform General Pillow of my position and readiness to afford 
him sucb support as be might require. In reply he requested me to send 
bim additional ammunltion, a régiment of infantry, and a section of ar- 
tillery, to be beld as a reserve. Tbe ammunition and Col. Knox Walk- 
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er*8 régiment were sent him immedlately and Instead of a section of ar«- 
tillery I dispatched him two field batteries those of Capts. W. H. Jack- 
son and Polk. Such a force of fleld artlllery had become necessary 
trom the fàct that Captain Beltzhoover's battery from want of ammu- 
nition had ceased flring, and the enemy had opened flre with a heavy 
battery, of the présence of whlch upon the fleld I had unttl then not 
been apprised. The steamer transporting thèse batteries, in her atterapt 
to land them on the Missouri sbore, by some means lost her stage pianks* 
and the landing at that moment became impossible. She was forced 
to return to the Kentucky shore. Captain Polk's battery was landed 
at a later hour, but too late to ren'der service in opérations of the day. 
By this time It was obvions that further re-inforcements had be- 
come necessary. and Colonel Caroll's Pifteenth Tennessee and Colonel 
Marks* Eleventh Louistana Régiment, which had been ordered to the 
river bank and held as a reserve, were ordered forward. I directed 
Colonel Marks to land hls régiment higher up the river, with a view ta 
a flank movement which he was ordered to make. Shortly after hls 
landing he was met by General Pillow, who directed him, with his régi- 
ment and that of Colonel Carroll, to move rapidly on the enemy's flank. 
General Pillow directed Colonel Russell, with his brigade, to support 
that movement, and himself accompanied this command during the ex- 
écution of the movement under Colonel Marks. Captain Jackson, who 
had report ed to General Pillow that he could not get his battery ashore, 
was attached to his staff, and directed to lead this column. In alding 
Lieutenant Colonel Barrow, who was in immédiate command of the 
Eleveûth Louisiana, to bring a portion of the column into Une, he fell 
severely wounded. 

It was obvions, from the yielding of our columns to the heavy 
pressure of the masses of the enemy's infantry and the flerce assaults 
of their battery, that further re-inforcements were necessary. I ordered 
down General Cheatham, with the First Brigade of his divison, under 
command of Colonel Preston Smith. The General, having arrived in ad- 
vance of his brigade, was directed by me to take the nearest steamer 
and to move promptly across the river to rally and take command of 
the portions of régiments within sight on the shore, and to support the 
flank movement ordered through Colonel Marks. This he did promptly 
and effectively. 

At this juncture the enemy flred on our tents, and advancing hls 
battery nearer the river bank opened ^ heavy flre on the steamers which 
were transporting our troops, in some Instances driving shot through 
two ol them at the same time. Their commanding pilots and other of- 
ficers.nevertheless, stood firmly at their posts, and exhlbited a fearless- 
ness and energy deserving of the highest praise. Thèse boats were 
the Prince, under Captain Butler, who particularly distingulshed hlm- 
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self, the Charm, under Captaîn Trask, and the Hill, under Gaptain 
Newell, with the Kentucky, under Captaln Lodwick. 

I dlrpcted Capt. Smlth's Mississippi battery to move to the river 
bank, opposite the field. of confllct, and to open upon the enemy's posi- 
tions. I also directed Maj. A. P. Stewart, in. command of the heavy 
guns in the fort, to open upon the same position, it being now seen that 
thèse guns could be used without causing daàger to our own troops. 
r This joint flre was so terrifie as to dislodge the enemy, silence his 

battery, and cause him to take up his line of march for his boats. He 
had scarcely put himself in motion when he encountered Colonel Marks 
flrst and afterwards General Cheatham in his flank, with both of whom 
seTere confllcts followed, and by whom he was driven in with great loss. 

On the arrivai of General Cheatham*s brigade, I took charge of 
it, together with Captain White's company of Lieutenant Colonel Log- 
wood's battalion of cavalry, and proceeded with them across the river, 
having flrst ordered two régiments of General McCown's division to 
follow. 

On landing I was met by Gênerais Pillow and Cheatham, whom I 
directed, with the régiments of General Cheatham's command and por- 
tions of others, to press the enemy to the boats. This order was exe- 
cuted with alacrity and in double-quick time. The route over which 
we passed was strewn with the dead and wounded of the conflicts of 
Colonel Marks and General Cheatham, already alluded to, and with 
arms, knapsacks, overcoats, &c. 

On arriving at the point where his transports lay, I ordered the 
column, headed by the One hundred and fifty-fourth senior régiment 
of Tennesssee Volunteers, under cover of a field thickly set with corn, 
to be deployed along the river bank within easy range of the boats. 
This being accompllshed, a heavy fire was opened upon them simulta- 
neously, riddling them with balls, and, as' we bave reason to believe, 
wit\L heavy loss to the enemy. Under this galling fire he eut his lines 
and retreated from the shore, many of his soldiers being driven over- 
board by the rush of those behind them. Our flre was returned by the 
henviest cannonading from his gunboats, which discharged upon our 
lines sbowers of grape, cannister, and shell as they retired wltb their 
convoy in the direction of Cairo. It being now sunset, and being left 
in possession of the field, I ordered the troops to retire. 

My flrst acknowlede^ements of this signal triumph of our arms 
and the defeat of the machinations of our enemies are due to the favor- 
ing providence of Almighty God, by which his plans were unvailed and 
frustrated, and by which the hearts of our troops were made strong in 
the day of battle. Conflding in the justice of our cause, we hâve fjlt 
we could put our trust in His protection and défense, and He bas glven 
us the victory. 
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Our thankfl are due to the brave offlcers and soldiers who, under 
God, were the instnimentu Of this vlctory. To Brigadier-Général PlUow, 
to whom the.duty of receivln^ the enemy's atack waa assigned, is due 
the crédit of meeting that attack with flrmness, and of sustaining the 
heat of the conflict in. the early part of the engagement. This he did 
with persistent energy and gallantry, courageously supporting and en- 
couraging his troops by cheering words and Personal example. 

The firmness with which Col. J. V. Wright and his gallant régi- 
ment sustained themselves on the left flank of the flrst Une of battle, as 
elsewhere, merits strong commendation. 

The Watson Battery was served with decided ability and unfllnch- 
ing courage by tts commander, Captain Beltzhoover, who retired his 
guns from the field only after he had exhausted his ammunition. In 
this connection also, as belonging to the same command, it is due to 
Colonel Tappan and his régiment .to say that the promptness with which 
they prepared for the enemy, and the determined courage with which 
they sustained their part of the gênerai conflict are entitled to appro- 
bation. 

To Capt. M. Smith, of the Mississippi battery, and to Maj. A. P. 
Stewart, who directed the artillery in the fort, I am partlcularly in- 
debted for the skill and judgment manifested in the service of the guns 
under their command, to the joint flre from which I feel not a llttle in- 
debted for turning the fortunes of the day. 

But to recite in détail ail the instances of skill 'and courage dls- 
played by individual commanders and their several commands would be 
to run well through the list of those who were engaged, and to partlci- 
pate also the reports of the division and regimental commanders. 

The battle was fought against great odds, both as to numbers and 
position. The Mississippi River dividing the fleld placed us at a dlsad- 
vantage which It was necessary to overcome, and although we expe- 
rienced an occasional reverse, thèse reverses were soon repalred, and 
the results of th« day proved beyond ail doubt the superiority ot our 
troops in ail the essentlal characterictics of the soldier. 

To Acting Asistant Adjutant-General Blake, C. S. Army; Lieuten- 
ant Dixon, C. S. Army Engineers; Captain Champney, Ordinance; 
Lieutanent Snowden, C. S. Army Topographical Corps; Maj. H. W. 
Winslow, acting aide-de-camp, ail members of my staff, I feel indebted 
for their prompt.. ;8 and activity in exécution of my orders and for 
their support in direct Ing the opérations of the day. 

In a conflict contlnued through so many hours and so hotly con- 
teated the llst of casualties must be expected to be large. Our loss in 
killed was 105; wounded, 419; miasing, 117. Total, 641. 

The number of prisoners taken by the enemy, as shown by their 
list furnlshPd us, was 106, ail of whom hâve been returned by exchange. 
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Of the enemy's loss we hâve no means of accurate information, 
but frcMn ail sources open to us. the condition of the field, the list of 
prisoners taken by us. the report of those retumed to us. and thfe re- 
ports of the enemy, I am satisfled it cannot fall short of 1,500; fourteen- 
fifteenths of that number must hâve been killed. wounded and drowned. 
After making a libéral exchange of the captured with the enemy 
100 of thelr prisoners remain still in my hands. I hâve also a stand of 
colors. a fraction over 1,000 stand of arms, with knapsacks, ammuni- 
tion, and other military stores. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. POLK, 
Major-Gener^l, Ck)mmanding. 



'After the battle of Belmont the régiment returned to their camp at 
Birds Point, the wounded being taken to Mound City, 111., six miles 
above Cairo, on the Ohio river, where the gênerai hospital was located. 
On the 14th of Nov., wé were relieved by the Tenth lowa; embarked on 
board the steamer Memphls for St. Louis to rest and recruit. We were 
honored by a salute from the batteries and accompanied by the bands 
to the boat. We arrived at St. Louis on the 16th. We marched throiigh 
the City to Benton Barracks being revlewed enroute by Major General 
Curtis; at the barracks we were greeted with cheèrs and sahites by 
four new lowa régiments in line at the entrance; after we were set- 
tled, détails were made from offlcers and men to go to lowa on recruit- 
ing service to flll up the depleted ranks oaused by the heavy losses in 
the late strife and service. The régiment remained at the barracks un- 
til the 13th of January, when they embarked on the steamer Continen- 
tal bound again south for the front, before we had tlme to get recruits 
or much récupération.' In the meantime Captai n Parrott was appoint - 
ed Lieut. Colonel, in the place of Lieut. Col. Wentz, killed at Belmont. 
The weather was bitter cold; as there was only room in the cabin for 
a small portion of the command, the men crawled imder the boilers 
and any where to try and keep warm; during the nisht of the 14th the 
steamer froze fast in the ice in mid stream ncar Sulphtir Sprin^çs. Af- 
ter ah unsuccessful effort to free the boat, the régiment debarked, car- 
rying the baggage, camp and garrison équipage ashore on their backs 
over the ice; we were then loaded on the cars and returned to St. Louis 
and billoted in the Chamber of Commerce buillng, where we thawed out 
and fllled up with hot coffee, regular rations and next day we crossed 
the river and took train for Cairo, where we arrived on the 18th. Dur- 
ing the trip one man in company "F" had bot h legs crushed under the 
cars and died from the effects. On the 19th the régiment was loaded 
on the steamer Memphis and taken to Fort Holt where we debarked, 
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went Into camp and remained until the 24th the river rose and drove us 
out, so that we had to abandon our camp, go aboard the steamer Chan- 
cellor where we proceeded to Smithland, Ky., leaving our sick at the 
hospital at Mound City en-route. The weather haying been cold, wet 
and disagreeable since leaving our sick at the hospital at Mound City 
and disagreeable since leaving St. Louis there was much sickriess and 
suffering during that time. We arrlved at Smithiand, Ky., at the 
mouth of the Cumberland river, on the 25th and went into camp at Fort 
Smith, where we had opportunity to rest; other régiments' arrived and 
General Lew Wallace took command. On the 5th we agaln embarked 
on steamers and proceeded to Paducah, Ky., arriving the same day, 
in the midst of a heavy down pour of rain; we tied up remaining on 
board ail nlght and the next moning proceeded and debarked about 3 
miles below and in slght of Ft. Henry ,occupied by the enemy. As soon as 
the régiment could be got together,it was ordered to the interlor,to get 
In rear of the fort to eut off the rebel retreat, in case fhe fleet, then 
in the river should succeed in shelling them' out. The roads were al- 
most impassible with mud and swollen streams caused by constant rains 
so that it took us until dark. We flnally got within half a mile of the 
fort to find it evacuated, as they could not stand the are from the 
fleet. On the morning of the 7th we marched into the fort, saw the 
dead confederates and the havoc made by the gun boats in the naval 
battle the day before. General Grant in his mémoire says that; "AU 
the gunboats were hit many times. The damage, however, beyond 
what could be repaired by a small expenditure of money, was slight, 
except to the Essex. A shell penetrated the boiler of that vessel and ex- 
ploded it, killing and wounding forty-eight men, nineteen of whom 
were soldiers who had been detalled to act wlth the navy. After the 
fall of Fort Henry Captain Walke,. commanding the iron-clad Caron- 
delet, at my request ascended the Tennessee river and thoroughly de- 
stroyed the bridge of the Memphis and Ohio railroad." 

The weather at this time was cold, wet and disagreeable and we 
had very little to eat, so that the troops had to resort to foraging from 
the surrounding country, the most of whlch consisted of sheep, cattle 
and hogs, ail of which were spring poor, making it very unpalatable, 
but it was a case of that or nothing, until we could get rations from 
our base of supplies. We occupied the rebels shebangs, as our camp 
équipage had not arrived. Heavy détails were made while we were 
there to fix roads and build bridges, until the camp was threatened with 
inundation, when we were compelled to remove. On the 12th we broke 
camp and marched across country twelve miles to Ft. Donaldson, under 
direct command of General Grant. 

We remained at Fort Henry until the 12th. fumishing heavy dé- 
tails to fix roads and build bridges on roads leading to Fort Donaldson; 
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the river rose so rapidly that we were practically driven out of our 
camp. The régiment arrived at Fort Donaldson after a hard march of 
twelve miles through mud, wet, dirty and exhaiisted; thc weather clear- 
ed up and was yery cold and we were without any means of shelter, 
many of the men having thrown away thelr wet blankets and over- 
coats to keep from str agling. Our brigade as now organized consist- 
ed of the 2nd, 7th, and 14th lowa and the 25th Indiana, under command 
of our old Colonel, J. G. Lauman, in General Smith's Division. 

BY W. R. AKERS. 

On the day following our entrance Into Fort Henry there occurred 
an amusing and rather bellicose incident, which many of our comradea 
will recall. From the hour that we decamped from our transports a 
few miles below the fort, until by a circuitous, and somewhat belated 
course, we arrived at the Fort, we were treated to fréquent and copions 
showers of rairf; and It was with great difflculty that we were at ail 
able to make progress, on account of swollen bayous and "black wa- 
ter." or flnd a dry spot on which to rest or sleep for the brlef intervais 
during which the command halted, to flnd a way out, or await the ap- 
proach of morning. 

When at length we reached the already fallen and abandoned 
Fort, it was in^a bedraggled condition — everybody thoroughly soaked, 
and arms of ail kinds in sore need of overhauling and a gênerai clean- 
ing and polishing up. in this work of love, for sùch the majority of 
our comrades regarded a few hours spent on thelr pet guns, small s^rms, 
and accrut erment s. almost the entire command was engaged. It will be 
remembered. that we had taken possssion of the rather comfortable 
buts of the enemy and were having a sort of free and easy, "happy go 
lucky" time of it, in the absence of the usual camp restrictions or re- 
straints of any kind — save such as were self imposed. 

The Tennessee River was swollen out of its banks, and countless 
objects, such as logs and stumps, etc., etc., were drifting down from 
the upper tributaries and overflowed valleys — presenting fine oppor- 
tunities for the display of good and bad marksraanship, as the splash 
of the bail — overreaching or falllng short — could be plainly seen and 
marked for a distance of fully a mile or more. It will no doubt forevor 
remain a secret past flnding out, who the comrade was who first oilod 
up his revolver and stepped out to take a shot at a far distant black 
object—a "floater" mayhap— in the midst of that rushlng watery waste. 

But in this case as in most others, example was contagions, and 
in shorter time than it takes to tell the story, the irregular margin of 
the river was llned for a half a mile with the boy. s. oach anxious to 
establish his daim, for the best shooting iron in tho cornpany as well 
as his own unerrlng marksmanship. 
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The resuit was a regular fussilade, that resembled nothing so 
much as a spirited attack upon our pickets— and the wann réception 
our boys were In the habit of extendin& to our visitlng friends (?) in 
grey. In the mean time Gen. Grant, just then upon the threshhold of 
his immortal career, was making a personal examination of the en- 
vironmentfl of Ft. DonaJdson, and the several roads, leading thereto, 
over which he proposed, in a few days to lead his conquering army. 

Returning to Ft. Henry, he was no doubt greatly surprised, and 
probably a little worried, on hearing what seemed to him,*a véritable 
"Opening of the bail." Had the enemy, in some mysterlous manner. 
eluded him *and returning to the scène of their récent defeat, were now 
drlving in his pickets, preparatory to an assault upon his devoted little 
army. Certain it is, that he was greatly disturbed by this inexplicable 
*'breaking out/' and no less annoyed and provoked when on the extrême 
left of the fray, far in advance of his staff, and bespattered wlth mud, 
he arrived upon the scène of the^shooting match. 

Th 7th lowa had the honor of guardlng the extrême left of that 
invincible line, and also thé^greater honor of receiving the General as 
he rode, furious and pell mell, into their astonished ranks. 

"Tush" Harrington, of Co. "G," had just borrowed my revolver, 
and had Just flred the ''last shot in the locker," as the General seized 
him by the nape of the nock or the top of the head (I was so interested 
and exclted ptfrty just«at that critical moment and did not pay spécial 
attention to particulars) and commanded him to fork over the afore- 
sald and still smoking revolver. "Tush" never did particularly object 
to forking over anything he could spare and especially free and good 
hearted was he in this regard, when the property belonged as in this 
case, to the other fellow — as was usually the case with most things 
that "Tush" was caught fooling with. 

The now Irate flfer proceeded to take a hand. Instinctively di- 
ylning that some dire disaster was about to overtake his favorite 
"poper" and in blissful ignorance of who the gentleman in mud might 
be, he grabbed the barrel of the revolver, and not only arrested the 
transfer of the property, but badly frightened the General's horse — 
and General, horse, and irate flfer, ail went into the revolver business. 
The resulting scène would bave been capital material for a modem 
moving plcture. Now the General rose in his stirups and lifting John 
ont of his boots, so to speak, surged, and jerked and yanked, while his 
horse reared, and whirled, carrying the "flfer" In circles around him, 
his heels in the air, holding on 11 ke grim death to the revolver with one 
hand, and to some part of the enemies outflt with the other. A con- 
sidérable crowd bas quickly gathered in a circle about the "storm cen- 
ter," and were silcnt spertators. At length nature and hair brained 
pluck gave way to superior forces, and John went sprawling in the 
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mudà But tho breathless and exhausted— true to bis well known fail- 
ing, he proceeded to lavlsh upon the General some of bis cboicest bou- 
quets of "sass." 

Tbe staff bad long slnce arrived and viewed wltb undisguised 
surprise tbis encounter between tbe infantry and tbe cavalry. An "or- 
derljr" is quietly orderéd to arrest tbe boy wlth tbe moutb — ^and bere 
General Grant made one mlstake. If be never made anotber— riaing 
in bis stirrups be tbrew tbe revolver into tbe river, and galloped away 
amid tbe shouts and jeers of tbe crowd, for few, if any of tbem knew 
tbat be wai Général Grant. 

And 0OW for tbe sequel. 

Jobn was escorted to tbe steamer "New Uncle Sam," wbicb lay 
at tbe wharf and was being used as guard bouse and prison in tbe ab- 
sence of any otber. Within balf an bour tbe sergeant returned and 
told bim to go to liis quarters. 

Tbe point into wbicb tbe revolver was tbrown bappened tô be over- 
flow, and not more tban waist deep, and in a few minutes tbe boys bad 
"waded in" and recovered tbe revolver and' bad it bigb and dry when 
Jobn got back. Tbus ended probably tbe only band to band combat 
wltb wbicb General Grant ever bonored a private soldier. 

• • • • • 
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CHAPTER IV. 
BATTLE OF FORT DONALSON. 

Early in the morning of the 13th we were hastlly formed in Une, 
on the extrême left of our army to advance through the mud to tsike 
position, about three quarters of a mile of the Fort, where we laid ail 
day under artillery ftre. We could distînctly hear the gun boats en- 
engaging the enemy on the river front ail day. On the 14th, after. 
^ending a sieepless night in the cold snow and sleet without shelter. 
we were held in reserve for the day while the gunboats were bombard- . 
ing the Fort. The fleet failed to dislodge them, so after doing consid- 
érable damage to the fleet and wounding Commodore Foote, they with- 
drew, without apparent ly accomplishing miich. Durlng the night of the 
15th it snowed again and being without Ares or shelter the troops suf. 
fered intensely. Fires were net allowed at night as it drew the fire of 
the enemy from the fort; as it was they sent shells over occasionally 
into our camp, creating a good deal of confusion at times. On the rlght 
we could hear very heavy firing, where the rebels made a desperate 
charge on McClernand's division, trying to escape, they dîd break 
through his Unes at one Urne creating considérable confusion and de- 
moralization, but General Thayer went to his support with a brigade, 
drove them back and re-established our Unes. At about three o'clock 
p. m., our brigade was formed in column b^ régiments for the final 
charge, in the followlng order: 2nd lowa in advance, to be fojlowed 
by the 25th Indiana.Tth Iowa,and the 14th lowa; they laid low under the 
protection of the hill, awalting the order, which soon came. For some 
unaccountable reason the 52nd Indiana did not respond, so the 7th 
jumpéd over their prostrate forms, folio wed by the 14 th, and charged 
up the hill close up to the 2nd, going over. the outer works about the 
same tlme with the gallant 2nd which stood the brunt of the charge 
and the heaviest loss. General Smith who commanded our division, 
displayed great gallantry and coolness, advancing mounted with the 
men, cheering and urging them on, distinguishing himself and 
commanding admiration in the minds of ail who witnesesd his daring 
exposure,, amid a murderous fire of shells, grape, canister and 
musketry. 

It was impossible to keep much of an allignment in the charge, 
on acount of the obstruction, abitis and natural conformation of the 
land, so that the men went over the works in some disorder, but 
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the remit was accomplistaed, the outer works taken and held, although 
the charging command found it necessary to crawl back on the out- 
side of the works to get away from the lire of the enemy in the fort 
proper, at so close range, as it was night the troops without orders 
contented themselves with holding their ground, when morning dis- 
played the whlte flag over the main fort and General Smith had 
recelved à note from the Confederate General Buckner, asking for an 
armitice to arrange terms ot surrender, whlch was submltted to General 
Grant, and elicited his immortal reply. "No terms except an uncon- 
ditional and Immédiate surrender can be accepted. I propose to 
move Immediately upon your works." to which General Buckner re- 
luctantly but immediately acceeded-to and the battle was over. 

As usual they claimed an inferior force; but rei)orts show 
that the troops engaged on each side were about equal. General Grant 
had ail told 27,000 men of ail arms. Our commissary gênerai of 
prisoners reported having issued 14,623 rations to prlsoners captured; 
Gênerais Floyd and Pillow got away on their transports, the night 
of the 15th with 3,000 men. Forrest sneaked up under the river bank 
wlth 1000 cavalry and forded thë river at the shoals and èscaped and 
others got away singly and in squads ail night and General Pillow 
reported his loss at 2,000 in the battles in defence of the fort. 

The loss in the Second lowa in this charge was forty one killed 
and one hundred and fifty-seven wounded, while the losses in the 
Seventh were thirty-nine killed and wounded. The charging troops 
were allowed the privilège of occupying the rebel quarters, which 
in that inclement season of the year, made it more comfortable than 
sleeping in the snow without tents or shelter. The losses from 
sickness and exposure on this campaign were more severe than the 
casualities of battle as we^ were so long without shelter, proper ra- 
tions and camp équipage. 

General Granfs memoirs recites that, "There seems from 'sub- 
séquent accounts to hâve been much consternation, particularly among 
the offlcers of hlgh rank, in Dover during the night of the 15th. 
General Floyd the commanding offlcer, who was a man of talent 
enough for a civil position, was no soldier and, possibly, did not 
possess the éléments of one. He was further unfltted for the command, 
for the reason that his conscience must hâve troubled him and made 
him afraid. As Secretary of War he had taken a solemn oath to 
malntain the Constitution of the United States and to uphold the 
same against ail its enemies. He had betrayed the trust. As Secre- 
tary of War he was reported through the northem press to hâve 
scattered the little army the country had so that the most of it could 
be picked up in deUil when sécession occurred. About a year before 
leaving the Cabinet he had removd arms from northern to southem 
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arsenals: He continued in the Cabinet until abont the flrst of January 

1861, while he was working vigilantly for the establishment of a Con- 
federacy made out of United States territory. Well may he hare been 
afraid to fall into the hands of National troops. He no douht would 
hâve been tried for mis-appropriating public property, if not for 
treason, had he been iaptured. General Pillow, next in commande was 
conceited and prided himself on his services in the Mexican war. 
He telegraphed to General Johnston at Nashville, after our men were 
in the rifle pits,, and almost on the eve of making his escape, that the 
Southern troops had had great success ail day. Johnston forwarded 
the dispatch to Richmond, while the authorlties at the capital were 
reading it Floyd and Pillow were fugitives. 

A council of war was held by the enemy at which ail agreed that 
it would be imposible to hold out longer. General Buckner who was 
third in rank in the. garrison, but much the most capable soldier, 
seems to hâve regarded it a duty to hold the fort until the gênerai 
commanding the department, A. S. Johnston, should get back to his 
headquarters at Nashville. Buckner*8 report however showed that 
he considered Donelson lost and that any attempt to hold the place 
longer would be at the sacrifice of the command. Being assured that 
Johnston was already at Nashville, Buskner to agreed that surrendér 
was the proper thing. Floyd turned over the command to Pillow, who 
declined it. It then developed upon Buckner, who accepted the re- 
sponsibility of the position. • Floyd and Pillow took possession of ail 
the transports at Dover and before morning were on their way to 
Nashville, with the brigade formerly commanded by Floyd and some 
other troops." 

INCIDENTS OF FORT DONELSON. 
By Major S. Mahon. 
The army under Gen. Grant advanced on the 12th of February, 

1862, across the narrow peninsùla separating the two forts, Henry and 
Donelson, the one on the Tennessee and the other on the Cumberland 
river. There was little or no camp équipage or rations carried by the 
army in the hasty campalgn involving the capture of 1;he two forts. 
The 12th was a warm day and many of the men threw away their blan- 
kets in the march. . 

The army reached the viclnity of Fort Donelson during the af- 
ternoon of the 12th and passed the night in comparative comfort, as the 
weather was still warm. The next day was occupied in developing the 
enemy 's lines and establishing a regular blockade of seigë of the fort 
and its defences. 

Co. A and F were detached on this day and sent to support a 20 
pounder parrott which was placed in position to shell the enemy's 
lines. The detachment was under Capt. Reed of Co. A, Co. F being 
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commandGd by Lieut. Mahon. «The detachment was halted at "order 
arms" Immediately behind the gun, fully exposed to the return lire 
of the enemy. The first shot from the 20 pounder brought an Instant 
reply from a whole battery of the enemy about three hundred yards to 
our front. This discharge killed or wounded most of the gun corps, 
but fortunately went over the heads of the supporting infantry. they 
being slightly below the position of the gun. 

The men, on their own account, lay down until the fusilade was 
over, when the detachment assisted in moving the gun from its per- 
ilous position, it having fired only one shot. The detachment was 
then ordered to rejoin the régiment. 

The démonstration perhaps was usefiil in developing the position 
of the enemy. 

The following night was one long to be remembered. The rain 
fell in torrents wetting every man in the command to the skin from 
prlvate to gênerai. Towards morning the rain changed to snow and 
it became bitter cold; this continued ail day and the following night. 
No fires were allowed on the Unes as that would indicate our position 
to the enemy, but small Ares were permitted in the deep hollows be- 
hind. where men and offlcers were permitted to take turns in falling 
back to warm themselves. 

On this mission the writer approached a struggling flre late in 
the night, at the same time with several soldiers, who were also hast- . 
ening toward the grateful warmth: they uncerimoniously elbowed those 
who were already enjoying the influence of the lire, until a mtld pro- 
test arose from one of those already crouching close to the blaze. This 
proved to be none other than Gen. Charles F Smith, our division com- 
mander, who shared bis little flre with the perishing soldiers, who ap- 
proached to partake of its warmth. The incident only illustrâtes how 
necessity levels rank and station. 

Another incident of this distinguished ofiicer which will ever* live 
in the writer's memory, was seeing him next day when our brigade 
stormed the enemy 's entrcnchments, ride up the hill mounted on a 
white horse, and crossing the enemy's works almost abreast of the 
head of the column. He was then sixty years old, with hair and mus-^ 
tache as white as snow but looked every inch the splendid soldier 
that he was. 

His death occurred a couple of months later at Pittsburg Landing, 
caused by exposure in the Donelson campaign. Had he lived, his name 
might now be inscribed on the scroU of honor with Grant, Sherman 
and Sheridan. 

While recuperating from an arduous campaign, the officers pro- 
ceeded to a reorganization of the forces ana the First lowa brigade 
was formed, consisting of the 2d, 7th, 12th, and 14th lowa régiments 
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and Colonel Lauman given the command. 

On the slxth of March we placed our sick upon the transports 
and sent them north to the hospltals and left the fort wlth only 
108 met fit for duty, marched six miles to Iron Fumace works and 
camped. 7th broke camp and marched to the Tennessee river, which 
was ont of its banks, we had to lay hère untll the 12th awaiting boats 
to transport us, during which time rations are scare. This day we 
embarked on the steamer White Cloud and proceeded up the river. 
We arrived at Savannah, Tenn., on the Hth, where some of our 
convalescents joined us; continued on our journey up stream on the 
14tli. Transports are so crowded that men fell overboard and are 
drowned. Arrived at Pittsburg landing on the 16th, but did not go 
ashore until the 18th, when we debark and go into camp on the bank of 
a small creek about a mile north and west of the river where we lay 
drilllng and dolng guard duty. Large reinforcements of new troops 
with batteries arriving every day. 

The reenforcements of' General Grant's army hère were for the 
most part, raw recrults, or inexperienced in warfare. Some of them 
had fought in Missouri and Donelson. Few of them had any expéri- 
ence, either offlcers or men, in actual service. 

It is well known to the soldiers at the outposts that the rebels 
were in force, close to our front, days before the attack, if the offlcers in 
high command did not know it, it was their own fault. Where were 
the cavalry? that should hâve been scouting around ail this ti^me. 
There were plenty of them there, who should hâve been on the look out 
to appralse us. As a matter of fact the rebeis were in force within 
three miles of our Unes, under their most experienced offlcers; John- 
son and Beauregard two days before the battle of Shiloh. Nevertheless 
our outposts were unprotected and the pickets were the thinnest; of re- 
connlssances there was none, whilst our camps were utterly unprotect- 
ed by Works of any sort whatever As a matter of fact, as shown by 
the enemy's officiai reports we were to be attacked Saturday moming 
instead of Sunday if it had not been for a heavy rainstorm; ail this time 
they were in our immédiate front, in force much stronger than our own, 
ready to hurl their heavy columns on our unprotected camps, with our 
Gênerais in blissful ignorance of their proximity. According to the 
rebel reports, their line and columns were in motion at half past five 
In the moming. According to our Cîolonels report our régiment was on 
their Sunday moming inspection, with no thought of being attacked. 
Hardee*8 corps was on the right, Bragg's in the center, Polk's on the 
left, with Breckenridge in reserve. Advancing rapidly, they swept our 
pickets out of the way, or followed their heels, nearly into our camps, 
first striking Prentiss, and. almost in the twinkling of an eye, the 
leit front of Sherman's main body. In an incredibly short time whole 
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regimonts of raw troops being surprised. ran pell mell through the ré- 
serve Unes to the rear perfectly demoralized with confusion, and before 
the troope in rear could get into position. There were gaps between 
Shennan, through which the enemy came through without encounter- 
ing any opposition, succeeding in getting to our rear, creating the ut- 
most confusion and demoralization, even before General Grant got upon 
the field to direct the troops; he did not start from his headquarters. 
at Sayannah twelve miles below, until after the battle was on in ail its 
fury. Parts of the Une were held with more tenacity than others, and 
the battle raged from east to west, régiments aiid brigades hère giving 
way, there iiolding back the enemy's advance, so the line crumbled 
away, or fell back in confusion. Commands were seperated from one 
another, which ought to hâve fought side by side and there was an ut- 
ter want of unity in the management. We gave the rebels heavy blows 
hère and there stunning or retarding their Unes, but as a whole they 
had advanced from six o'clock in the moming drlving us from posi- 
tion, until night we were driven back to the river, where we could go 
no farther and like a tiger at bay we stood to our guns and ILke Well- 
ington the night before the battle of Waterloo,who wished for night and 
61ischer,we wished for night and Bueïl, which we got and saved the bat- 
tle of Shiloh for the Union, as the next moming Nelson's Brigade with 
others went to the flght ing line foUowed by the re-organized troops 
from the remuants of the forces of the first days battle and snatched 
victory from defeat. 

After the first day of Shiloh,the rain fell in torrents,which added to 
the dlscomforts of the harassed condition of the troops. The rest which 
was broken by discharge at measured intervais of heavy shells from 
the gunboats In the river. Again and again our troops were brought 
forward to the charge. But hour by hour,thus opposed to the enemy, 
constantly reinforced, invariably drive back the foe. No serions pur- 
sult was attempted. It also rained ail night the, night of the 7th and 
the roads became impassible. 

It is said by a staff offlcer who was trying to stop the stampede 
to the rear that he asked one man who was maklng a lively sprint 
for the river,'*What are you running for?" He answered, "Because I 
can't fly." To another he said, "What are you rrying like a baby for?'* 
His answer was, "I wish I was a baby, on mother's lap, and a girl 
baby at that" 
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CHAPTER V. 
. SHILOH. 

Cîonfederate Colonel William Preston, Aid-de-camp to General 
Johnston, among other tbings in hls officiai report of the battle of 
Shiloh; dated April 20th, 1862, says: 

"On the morning of the 5th of April the rains were excessive, 
80 that the movement was retarded, but on the afternoon of the same 
day our advance was wlthin three miles of the enemy, who evidently 
did not suspect that we were in force in the neighborhood.'* 

Colonel Jacob Thompson, Aid-de-camp to General Beauregard, 
in his officiai report says: "The order of battle was drawn up and 
ready for delivery, early on Thursday morning, April 3rd. On Priday, 
the 4th, at 11:15 a. m., General Beauregard and Staff were in the sad- 
die, at two were at Montera y, six miles from Shiloh.** The attack 
should hâve been made Friday morning, but was deferred on account 
of heavy raIns. Thirteen of our prisoners were taken that day. At 
9:30 Friday morning flreing was heard on the left of General Hardee's 
line. At 11:40 "eight volleys of musketry was heard in quick succes- 
sion." The whole army did not take their respective positions untU 
3:00 p. m. The Confederate troops slept.on their arms, so it was de- 
termined to defer the attack until Sunday morning." 

Colonel Preston, in his report says: "The surprise was com- 
plète. The Union camps were captured between 7:00 and 8:00 o'clock, 
and its colors, arms and ammunition were abandoned. The breakfasts 
of the men were on the table, the officers baggage and apparel left in 
the tents, and every évidence remained of unexpected conflict and 
sudden rout." 

On the night after the second days contest the régiment return- 
ed to its camp and dfew long needed rations and rest. The tents liow- 
ever were filled with the wounded of both armies, so the men had to 
content themselves with lying on the wet ground. On the 8th we went 
reconnoitering to the front returning in the evening, in the mean- 
time the sick and wounded had been sent to the hospital. so we oc- 
cupied the tents again. 

Colonel Tuttle commanded our brigade during the battle. as 
Colonel Lauman had been promoted to Brigadier General for gallantry 
at Ft. Donaldson and had been assigned to another Division. As Gen- 
eral W. F. L. Wallace, our Division Commander, was killed during 
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the battle, Colonel Tuttle commanded th*e Division after his, Général 
Wallace's, death. 

General Tuttle in his officiai report of the battle of Shiloh, among 
other things says. "The Second lowa on second day of battle, was sent 
to General Nelson's Division and was ordered by him to charge bayo- 
nets across a field on the enemy, who were in the woods beyond, which 
they did in the most gallant manner." The Seventh lowa, tinder or- 
ders from General Crittenden, charged and captured one of the enemy's 
batteries." Among the offlcers especially mentioned for gallantry on 
that occasion, were Lient. Col. Parrott and Major Rice, of the Seventh 
lowa. The losses as officially given in the régiment in the two days 
battle were: commissioned offlcers killçd, one; enlisted men ,nine; 
wounded, seventeen, and seven men taken prisoners; total thirty-four. 

The 2nd and 7th lowa on the first day made such stubborn dé- 
fense, holding their ground after the rest of the Division were taken 
prisoners, that that spot was designated by the rebels as the "Hornet's 
Nest," which gave authority for the name of the society of the "Hor- 
nets Nest Brigade." A sunken road and ravine prevented more severe 
loss and enabled them to hold their ground longer than the other régi- 
ments that were taken prisoners under General Prentiss. 

Fletcher Johnson in giving a description of Sherman's doings 
at the battle of Shiloh, says: "Let us turn to the fate of Hurlburt's 
companion Division— that of Brigadier General W. H. L. Wallace, 
which included the Second ^and Seventh lowa, Ninth and Twenty- 
eighth Illinois, and several other régiments of Maj. General Smlth's 
old Division; with three excellent batteries. ♦ ♦ ♦ The flght began 
about ten o'clock, as already described. From that time until four 
in the aftemoon thcy manfully bore up. The musketry was absolutely 
continuons; there was scarcely a moment that some part of the line 
was riot ponring in its rattliug volleys, and artillery was admirably 
served with but little intermission through the entire time. 

Once or twice the infantry advanced, attempting to drive the 
continually increasing enemy, but though they could hold what thcy 
had, their numbers were not equal to the task of conquering any more. 
Fo'^r ssparate times the rebels attempted to turn to charge them. 
Each time the infantry poured in its quickest volleys, the artillery re- 
doubled its exertions, and the rebels retreated with heavy slaughter. 
The division was racler to reniain, even whcn Hurlbut fell back, and 
the âne fellows with guns were particularly indignant at not being 
permltted to pound away; but their supports were gone on elther side; 
to hâve remained in isolated advance would hâve been madness. 
Just as the necessity of retreat was becoming apparent, General Wal- 
lice. whosp rool. col!(H-te(l bravory, had tommanded the admiration 
of ail, was mortally woiiudrd and borne away from the field. At last 
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the Division fell back. Its soldiers claim — justly, I believe — the proud 
distinction of being the last to yield, in the gênerai break of our lines, 
that gloomy Sunday afternoon, which at half past four o'clock had 
left most of our army within half a mile of the landing, with the 
rebels up to a thousand yards of their position." • • • 

After the battle Majoir Rice was promoted to Cîolonel and Captain 
McMillen, of Co. "C," was appointed Major. Lieut. Col. Parrott was 
assigned to command the remuants of the 8th, 12th and 14th lowa, and 
the 58th Ills., being the convalescents and those who escaped being 
taken prisoners of those régiments with Ornerai Prentiss; ail together 
they did not constitute as many as the ordlnary régiment. They were 
drsignated as the "Union Brigade." They fought against the consoli- 
dation and were forced to submission by order of General Davies, 
who threatened to shoot them if they did not submit. They were an 
unruly mob and much trouble, until their prisoners were liberated and 
the régiments were re-organized. 

* Qeneral Grant was aeverely censured for his generalship and 
handling the army under his command at the battle and the disposi- 
tion of the troops. The concensus af opinion at the time was that he 
waa surprised and* unprepared ; in fact he was relieved of his com- 
mand and General Halleck took full charge. 

In the battle of Shiloh we were in the Second Division, com- 
manded by Brig. General W. H. L. Wallace, who was mortally wonnded 
the flrst day of the battle, when Colonel J. M. Tuttle of the Second 
lowa, assumed command. 

General Grant's ofiBcial report of the battle of Shiloh gives a 
total as follows: killed 1,754, wounded 8,408, captured or missing 
2,885, total 13,047. 

General Halleck arrived at Pittsbiirg landing on the llth of 
April and immediately assumed command in the fleld. On the 21st 
General Pope arrived with his army, 30,000 strong, and went into camp 
at Hamburg landing flve miles above Pittsburg. Halleck had now three 
armies: the army of the Ohio, Buell commanding; the army of the 
Tennessee, and the army of the Mississippi, Pope commanding. General 
Thomas was given command of the army of Tennessee, composins: the 
right wing; Buell the center and Pope the left wing, with McClernand 
the reserve with the remuants of his old Division and Lew Wallace's. 

General Grant was again under a cloud, relieved from com- 
mand and says himself in his memoirs: "For myself I was little 
more than an observer. Orders Were sent direct to the right wing or 
roserve, ignoring me. My position was so embarressing in fact that I 
made several applications during the siège to be relieved." ♦ ♦ • "i 
was ignored as much as if I had been at the most distant point of ter- 
ritory of my jurisdiction; and although I was in command of ail en- 
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gaged at Shiloh I was not permitted to see one of the reports of Gen- 
eral Buell or his subordinates in that battle» until they were pub- 
llshed by the War Department long after the event." 

After the physical and mental strain incident to the excitement 
and str^nuous ezertions of the battle, together with the inclement 
weather and discomforts of exposure and lack of proper food and pro- 
tection from the éléments there was a reaction, which the dreary 
weather enhanced, so that there. was much sickùess and suffering, with 
no proper places to care for the wounded or sick, so they were loaded 
on transports and sent north to hospitals and places where there were 
buildings to house them. Pittsburg landing was nothing but a ham- 
let, with landing without docks, with steep, slippery banks, up which 
ail supplies for the army, including forage for stock, had to be carried 
on the backs of the men, causing heavy détails of ail the well men, 
most of the time for such drudgery and fatiguing duty. Thèse priva- 
tions and duty produced a serions effect on the health of the troops, 
and dysentery and malaria of a threatening type prevailed among the 
offlcers and men. This was enhanced by the unwholesome water and the 
impure atmosphère from the gases arising from the décomposition of 
the killed men and animais, which were buried among the camps 
with such shallow covering that limbs protruded from many pits. 
Thèse causes had the efPect of depleting the army to an alarming ex- 
tont, so they laid in walt in camp for rest, récupération and for the 
accumulation of supplies, for a forward movement until the 27th. In 
the meantime the/roads leading to Corinth, were bridged corduroyed * 
by the engineer corps mith heavy détails from the ranks of the régi- 
ments. 

COLONEL PARROTT'S REPORT. 

• Head Quarters 7th Régiment lowa Infantry, 
Pittsburg, Tenu., April lOth, 1862. 

Sir: In compliance with your order, dated Aprll 8th, 1862, I hâve 
the honor herewith to make a report of the part taken by the Seventh 
Régiment lowa Infantry in the battle of Pittsburg, Tenu., on April 
6th, 7th and 8th. 

On the morning of the 6th at 8:00 o'clock, I received your or- 
der to hold the régiment In readiness for a forward movement, the 
rebels having attacked our outposts. The régiment was formed im- 
mediately, and at about 9:00 a. m. it was ordered to move forward 
and it took position on the left of the Second lowa Infantry. It then 
moved forward by the flank until within a short distance of the ad- 
vancing rebels, where it was thrown Into Une of battle, being In heavy 
timber, when it advanced to the edge of a fleld, from which position 
we got a View of a portion of the rebel forces. I ordored my men to 
lie down and hold themselves In readiness to reslst any attdck, which 
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they did, and remained in that position nntil ordered to fall back at 
about 5:00 p. m.; holding the rebels in check and retalning every inch 
of ground it had gain«d in the moming» being ail the time under a 
galling lire of cannister,^ grape and Bhell, which did considérable exé- 
cution in our ranks, killing several of my men and wounding others. 
The régiment when ordered back fell back m good order and passed 
through a galling fire from the enemy. When it gained cover of the 
timber it rallied in good style and helped to hold the enemy in check 
for Bome time, when it was again ordered to fall back upon the main 
river road, and there bivouacked for the night, exposed to a heavy 
rain of several hours duration. 

On Monday moming, the 7th, I was so completely stiffened by 
fatigue and exposure that it was impossible for me to advance with 
the régiment, but I knew it was placed in good hands when I tumed the 
command over to Major Rice, who led them that day to the enemy's 
stronghold, and from him I was proud to leàm that it did its duty 
unflinchingly not only against the rebels, but in keeping many of our 
troops from falling back and leaving the field in disorder. At night 
the régiment retumed to camp and for the flrst time in two days had 
warm food and good nights rest. 

On Tuesday moming I again moved the régiment forward about 
two miles and remained in Une ail day, not getting in slght or hearing* 
qf the enemy. At night it returned to camp in good order. 

In conclusion I am proud to say, that the offlcers and men of the 
Seventh lowa Volunteers, with a few exceptions, did thelr duty nobly 
and sustained the proud position won for It on former occasions of 
which our State may feel proud. The delinquents, although few, wiU 
be strlctly dealt with according to the Articles of War. 

Our casualities are as follows: One Lieutenant and ten privâtes 
kllled; 17 wounded and six privâtes missing; making a total of 34 
klUed, wounded and missing. 

J. G. PARROTT. 
Lieut. Col. Commanding 7th lowa Infty. 
To Colonel J. M. Tuttle, 

Commanding First Brigade 2nd Division. 

General Grant had been relieved from command most of the time 
durlng the month of March on some trumped up charges made by 
General Halieck who could not sustain them at Washington so he 
was restored to hls command again on the 13th of March 

REPORT OF GENERAL BEAUREGARO. 

Corinth, Miss., April 9, 1862. 
Sir: In conséquence of information brought from General Cheat- 
ham on Wednesday. April 3, that the enemy Vas marching in force 
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along the Purdy road from Pittsburg, it was decided by yourself, 
General Johnson, and General Bragg to take up the Une of march for 
the enemy'8 camp situated 2^ miles west of the Tennessee river, 
about equidistant between Owl and Lick creeks, on the Pittsburg road. 

The order of battle was drawn up bjA ready for delivery early 
on Thursday moming, and ttie corps of MaJor-General Hardee was on 
the Ridge road from Corinth.to Pittsburg by 12 o'clock. It was soon 
followed by the corps of General Bragg. 

On Friday, the 4th, at 11:15 a. m., General Beauregard and stafE 
were in the saddle and moved forward by the Monterey road, and ar- 
rived at Monterey at 2:30 o'dock, where a large number of the troops 
were overtaken, and also Gênerais Johnston and Bragg. 

Thirteen prisoners were brought in during the evening. 

The whole army was under orders to move forward at 3 a. m. 
next day and fonn a Une of battle in advance of the divergence of the 
Bark and Pittsburg roads. 

General Johnston and yourself slept Frlday night at Monterey. 

During the night there was a heavy fall of rain. Soon after light 
the clouds began to break, and before sunrise General Johnston and 
yourself, wlth your respective staffs, moved forward along the road 
leading'by the Mickey house. As we approached this latter place it 
was évident, frdtn the large number of troops found drawn up on each 
side of the road, that it wpuld be Impossible to form ail the différent 
divisions in battle array at an early hour. As we pased General Bragg 
beyond the Mickey house the order was given for a forward movement, 
and you and General Johnston proceeded to a point on the Pittsburg 
road, beyond the fork of the Pittsburg and Bark, or Hamburg roads. 
On reaching them it was ascertained that Major-General Hardee's 
corps was drawn up in Une of battle on the right and left of the Pitts- 
burg road, about half a mUe beyond the place you halted. Knowing 
that you were not far from the camp of the enemy, there was a momen- 
tary ezpectation of conflict 

At 9:30 o'clock flring was heard on the left of General Hardee's 
Une; but it lasted only a moment, and was therefore supposed to be 
from our own troops. 

At 11:00 a. m. there had been flred elght volleys of musketry in 
quick succession on the right of General Hardee's Une, which induced 
a gênerai ezpectation that the combat was about to begin. 

About Ihis time General Hardee came forwifrd and pressed you 
to ride along his Une, that the men might be satisfled that you were 
actually in the fleld. You accepted his invitation, and after reviewing 
his whole Une you returned with your staff to your temporary head- 
qùarters and awaited the coming up of the Reserve Corps, commanded 
by General Polk. 
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The whole anny did not reach their respective positions Ull past 
3 o'clock, when, upon consultation, It was determined to postpone a 
further forward movement until moming. The troops slept on their 
arms, and the front Unes were allowed no Ares, although the night 
waa quite chiUy. 

Next moming (Sunday, the 6th) the sky was without a cloud 
and the sun arose in cheering brilliancy. 

About 6 a. m. the flrst flrlng was heard in the center, down the 
Pittsburg road. In less than threé minutes firing was heard on the 
left Intermittent firing in the center and on the right until 6:05 
o'clock. ■ ' 

At 6:30 o'clock I brought an order from you to Général Brecken- 
ridge, who commanded the réserve, that he must hurry up his troops, 
inasmuch as General Polk was moving forward, which was promptly 
delivered and promptly obeyed. 

Soon after this General Johnson called on you and expressed 
hlmself satisfled with the manner in which the battle had been opened. 
The greatest enthusiasm prevailed both with offlcers and men. When 
you established your headquarters on the high point between the Pitts- 
burg and Hamburg roads heavy firing was heard on our right. The 
flrst cannon was discharged on our left at 7 o'clock, which was followed 
by a rapid discharge of musketry. 

About 7:30 o'clocK I rode forward with Colonel Jordan to the 
front, to ascertain how the battle was going. There I leamed from 
General Johnston that General Hardee's Une was withln half a mile of 
the enemy's camps, and bore from General Johnston a message that 
he advised the sendlng forward strong reinforcements to our left, as 
he had just then been advised that the enemy ,was there in great force. 
Under this advice two of General Breckenridge's brigades were 
sUrted to the support of the left; but before he had proceeded far I 
bore a message to General Breckenridge to send but one brigade, and 
to order forward two brigades towards Lick Creek, on the right. This 
change was made in conséquence of information brought by a carrier 
that the enemy was not strong on our left and had fallen back. 

From 8 to 8:30 o'clock the cannonading was very heavy along 
the whole Une, but especially in the center, which was in the Une of 
their camps. • 

Soon after General Breckenridge moved down the Bark road to 
the right a courier arrived, brlnging the information that the Bolling 
and Tumer Fords, on Lick Creek, were unmolested. 

About 10 o'clock you moved forward with your staff and halted 
withln about half a mile of their camps, at which time our troops were 
reported to be In full possession of the enemy's camps. Hère we met 
large numbers of wounded and stragglers from the ranks. Immediately 
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your whole staff was ordered to rally the stragglers and send them 
forward to their régiments. I was charged with the duty of hurrylng 
forward the ammunition wagons to a safe point immedlately in the rear 
of our lines engaged in the conflict. I succeeded in carrying forward 
seyeral loads of ammunition beyond the flrst encampment of the enemy 
to a point of safety just outside the flring. After passing over the 
second ridge, where the conflict was malntained with the greatest in- 
tensity, I observed the enemy was gradually giving back before the 
galling fire of an impetuous infantry. I retumed to your quarters, and 
found you had moved up to the old house on the ridge where we flrst 
entered the encampment of the enemy. On my retum I observed a 
régiment drawn up in line of battle in the hollow west of the second 
ridge. I rode up to the régiment and inquired why they remained 
there idle while our brave companions were hotly contesting every inch 
of ground so near them and needed assistance. An officer stepped for- 
ward whom I took to be a captain and said, with great émotion, that 
they had no oflicers, and that he did not know what to do. I requested 
him to remain in his position a few minutes, keeping his men In line, 
and I would inform General Beauregard of his condition, who I had no 
doubt would send him an ofiicer. 

Upon Informing you of the situation of this régiment you im- 
medlately assigned the command of this régiment to Colonel Augustin, 
a member of your staff, and I was directed to return with him and In- 
troduce him to the régiment. When we arrived atthe place where I 
had left them I found they had gone and saw nothing more of them. 

About 2 o'clock you moved forward along the Pittsburg road to 
the third encampment, where the road takes a direct eastern direction. 
Hère we came withln range of the enemy*s flre, and remained there 
some half an hour. One régiment (Colonel Smith's) passed you in the 
finest spirits, cheerlng their gênerai as they went. The cheering at- 
tracted the notice of the enemy, and he directed a heavy flre directly to 
the point whre you stood. Ilnder yonr orders I advanced in the direc- 
tion of the flring, rallying the stragglers, which were marched in dou- 
ble-file, and, after overtaking Colonel Smith's régiment, ordered them 
to fall in and go on with him. 

After remaining at this point some time I came back with you to 
the hospital, and spent the remainder of the evening in aiding to col- 
lect stragglers, for the purpose of sending them forward, visltlng the 
différent tents and appointing guards for the more valuable of them. 
In the evening, toward sundown, a large number of prisoners was 
brought in and the day was declared to be ours. 

April 7, at 8.07 o'clock, heavy flring was heard on our right, and 
news was brought to General Beauregard that the enemy was in great 
force. Previous to which, however, he had learned that the enemy was 
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in force on our left, and he had sent in that direction a large support- 
ing force. The battle raged furlously for four hours, and the enemy 
was completely silenced on the right and in the center. 

About 11:30 o'clock it was apparent that the enemy's main attack 
waa on our left, and our forces began to yield to the vlgor of his at- 
tack. Stragglers in' great numbers came in, and although great and 
unremitting efforts were made to rally them y et the corn plaint of ex- 
haustion was such that it was impossible to rally them only to a lim- 
ited estent. The fire and animation had left our troops. 

While I was engaged in rallying our disorganized troops to the 
left and rear of the church, you seized the banners of two différent 
régiments and led them forward to the assault in face of the fire of the 
enemy; but from the feebleness of the response I became convinced 
that our troops were too much exhausted to make a vigorous résist- 
ance. I rode up to you and advised that you should expose yourself no 
further, but should dispose your troops so as to retire from Shiloh 
Church in good order. 

In front of the church our troops gradually gave ground, and, 
upon observlng a régiment in the bottom, near the church, you fell 
back, and placed them in position to receive the advancing columns 
of the enemy. 

After placing this régiment in position, you, with a portion of 
your staff, retired to a rldge on this side of the camp, planted several 
pièces of cannon, and drew up a brigade in that commanding position. 
The forces being hère disposed of, you fell back to the Wood house and 
planted, in front of the house in the open ground, another battery. We 
then came to the high ground which overlooks thePittsburg and Ham- 
burg roads, where General Breckenrldge was found in force; after 
whlch we returned to Monterey, and thence, on Monday evening, to 
Corinth. 

During the day of Monday I bore several orders to différent com- 
manders, but in the excitement I failed to note the hour of their deliv- 
ery, and therefore omit any notice of them. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

J. THOMPSON, Aide-de-Camp. 
GENERAL G. T. BEAUREGARD. 

REPORT OF GENERAL JOHNSTON. 

Corinth, Miss., April 20, 1862. 
General: This moming you requested me to give you such in- 
formation as I possesff in relation to the events which occurred at the 
battle of Shiloh before the death of the commander, General Johnston. 
The gênerai having determined to attack the enemy, near Pitts- 
burg, on the Tennessee River, moved the forces under his command 
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through Monterey and by a farm house called Mlckey's, in the direc- 
tion of a little country chapel called Shiloh, in the viclnity of which 
they were encamped. On the morning of the 5th of April the rains were 
excessive, so that the movement was greatly retarded, but on the af- 
temoon of the same day onr adyance was within three miles of the 
enemy, who eyidently did not suspect that we were in force in the 
neighl^orhood. 

Strong reasons demanded an immédiate attack, as delay increas- 
ed the danger of discovery, but the exhaustion of the men and the hour 
of arrivai required it to be deferred till the following morning. Men 
and offlcers bivouacked for the nlght 

The morning of the 6th of April was remarkably bright and 
beautiful. The country toward Shiloh was wooded with small flelds 
Interspersed and with bold undulatlons ftom the hills bounding the 
river. The troops moved in two parallel lines with the brigades under 
General Breckenridge arranged on either side of the wood as a re- 
serve. 

Between dawn and sunrise sharp skirmlshing was heard rafhçr 
more than half a mile in advance in the forest. General Johnston rode 
forward when we found the action commeneed by General Hindman's 
brigade which was suffering under a heavy flre. There were many 
dead and wounded and some stragglers breaking ranks whom General 
Johnston rallied in person. I rode forward and found General Hind- 
man rallying and animating his men who were advancing towards the 
camp. General Johnston then, through me, ordered General Bragg, 
who was half a mile in the rear, to advance, but it had been anticipat- 
ed, and the order, having been given by Captain Wlckllffe ten minutes 
before, was belng executed. Dur forces then entered the enemy's 
camp under a heavy flre of musketry and artillery. 

Passing to the left, General Johnston reconnoitered, from two 
cabins at the edge of a fleld of about 150 acres, the position of the 
enemy in ftont. Thls fleld extended toward the river and beyond was 
fringed with a woodland, and 200 or 300 yards beyond was the enemy's 
camp. Through this fleld General Cleburne's brigade moved in flne or- 
der, with loud and Inspiring cheers to attack the camp. The surprise 
was complète. It was carried between 7 and 8 o'clock, and its colors. 
arms, stores, and ammunltion were abandoned. The breakfasts of the 
men were on the toble, the ofllcers* baggage and apparel left in the 
tents and every évidence remalned of unexpected conflict and sudden 
rout It was ocupied as I leamed from the wounded and dying and 
from the colors taken by some troops from Wisconsin. 

During this Ume heavy continued musketry and artillery flre 
with recedlng sounds, attested the steady advance of Gens. Bragg and 
Hardee on the center and left General Hardee reported in person to 
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General Johnston about 9 o'clock at the Wisconsln camp and they re- 
connoitered a second Une of camps 600 or 800 yards farther on In the 
direction of the river. The enemy then, appafently attracted by the 
staff, commenced shelling the camp where we stood, and some heavy 
gunboat shells burst over ns. At the same time the enemy deployed 
thelr forces in the wood near the advanced camp. Captain Lockett, 
about half past 9 or 10, sent a report that the enemy were strongly 
posted on the left. General Johnston then determined to order for- 
ward the reserve, under General Breckenridge, to the right, so as to 
force and turn the enemy's left. Captain Wlckïiffe and I were ordered 
to indicate the positions to General Breckenridge. General Johnston 
joined Bowen's brigade. The movement was masked by the forest and 
the troops moved so as to occupy a position oblique to the gênerai Une» 
and extendlng eastward to the river» in en échelon of brigades, with 
Ghalmers', and Statham's 800 yards in rear of Bowen's. Statham's bri- 
gade waa then moved forward, and at about 12 o'clock or 12:30 it 
occupied the point of the hill so as to attack the advanced camp. Meet- 
ing you, we found it halted, and, after consulting a moment with me as 
to the importance of immédiate advance, you put it in motion against 
the camp, and Rutlidge's battery waa put in position at the same time 
on an adjacent hlU. 

Biding back toward the advaDced camp, I found Breckenridge 's 
men entering it and engaging with the enemy. Tuming down the ra- 
vine, I reported the condition of affaira to General Johnston. This was 
between 1 and 2 o'clock. He was with Bowen's brigade, and ordered 
me to direct General Bowen to ground on which he could deploy and 
support Breckenridge, who I understood was with Statham's brigade 
in the enemy's camp. This was done. and General Johnston advanced 
with Bowen's brigade in person. He directed me then to bring over 
Rutlidge's battery, which I did, to the opj;)osite fleld . 

In the meantime Breckenridge was hotly engaged and Bowen's 
brigade vigorously supporting him. Riding forward in the direction 
of the enemy's flre, I halted at the flank of the Washington Battery, 
I believe, of New Orléans, then actively served and engaged with the 
enemy. Two small cabins were near, and from a ravine about 100 
yards to the north of the cabins, where I was, Colonel O'Hara rode, in- 
forming me that General Johnston was wounded and lying in a ravine. 
He conducted me to the spot, and went for a surgeon, whom he could 
not obtain until too late. 

Descending the ravine I found the gênerai lying on the ground 
and near his head Govemor Harrls, of Tennessee, and only one or two 
other pcrsons. He had neither escort or surgeon near him. His horse 
waa wounded and bleeding. He breathed for a few minutes after my 
arrivai, but did not recognize me. I searched but found no wound up- 
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on hiB body. I attempted to revive him, but he expired without palû a 
few minutes after, and about fifteen minutes after he receivéa his 
death wound. 

Immédiate information of the fact was transmitted by me through 
his volunteer aide-de-camp, Governor Harris. to General. Beauregard. 
His remains were taken to his camp and left in charge of a friend, Mr. 
Throckmorton, and Captain Wickham. The other gentlemen of the 
staff reported to General Beauregard for service and remained until the 
close of the d^y when his body was taken by them to New Orléans. 

General Johnston died at half past 2 o'clock the artery of his 
right leg having been severed by a bail. He was also stnick by two 
other balls, and his horse was wounded twice. 

Durlng the day General Johnston was actively and eflBciently as- 
sisted by Colonel Gilmer, his chief engineer; Captain Brewster, assist- 
ant adjutant-general; Capt. N. Wickliffe, assistant adjutant-general; 
Lieutenants Jack and Baylor, aides-de-camp; Captain O'Hara, assist- 
ant inspector-general, MaJ. Albert J. Smith, quartermaster, Captain 
Wickham, assistant quartermaster, and by Surg. D. W. Yandell, who 
was with him in the morning. 

Governor Harris, of Tennessee, and Messrs. B. W. Munford, D. M. 
Hayden, Calhoun Benham, and myself served as volunteer aides-de- 
camp durlng the day. 

I hâve the honor to remain, your obedient servant, 

W. PRESTON. 



I think the men with the musket at the front observed thlngs 
as they were and to each other can talk plalnly without fear of suffer- 
ing among themselve for their frankness; there has been too much of 
a disposition to forgive and condone acts and things done that amount- 
ed to criminal négligence and cowardice; sometimes officers in high 
command refused to give aid when they could and it was sorely need- 
ed for jealousy; sacrifice thousands of lives rather than render as- 
sistance for fear others would get crédit for the victory. Fitz John 
Porter was a frightful example of this kind, after being found guilty 
of cowardice or treason by a court martial he was restored to rank 
and back pay of a Major General, a génération after the crime was 
committed and ail were dead that knew anything of the circumstances. 
Those who fought the flrst day at the battle of Shlloh thought then 
that Wallace might hâve rendered valuable assistance, had he chose 
to do so. Officiai investigations and reports made at the tlme proved 
this beyond dispute; yet he has by his persistence been able to offlcial- 
ly make himself right on the record, but not with the man behind the 
gun. Could the readers of this book see the modifications and oblit- 
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erations in the Personal diaries that I hâve made before golng Into 
the printers hands and read officiai reports made at the tlme, when ail 
f acts were before them, as I hâve done they would be convinced of thèse 
facts as I hâve been. 

If Buell was crlticised for not being on hand sooner; how much 
more so should Wallace be, as the former had the flooded Tennessee 
to cross and was twelve miles away when the battle opened; whlle 
Wallace was only six. 

Grant heard the battle open when at Savannah 12 miles away, 
whlle eatlng his breakfast. He left it, boarded, hls dispatch boat and 
hurried to the fray, stopping on the way to tell Wallace to be ready 
to move at a moments notice. Wallace said he had hls trains parked 
at Crumps landing and was ready to move then. As soon as Grant 
arrlved at Pittsburg he at once sent Capt. Baxter of his staff to hurry 
Wallace forward. He notified him at 8:30. Wallace stood • on a 
technicality, claiming a written order before he would move. Again 
Grant sent Col. McPherson, who was then an aid on his staft, found 
him lost in the woods, got him started right, when he insisted on 
stopping for an hours nooning and getting his dlnner, allowing his 
command to do the same; the resuit was he never got there until the 
battle of the flrst day was over. 

He claims différent things. But he bas made his réputation as 
a writer of fiction, probably from his expérience in his attempts to 
explain his absence from the battle of Shiloh when so sorely needed; 
at least his men were. 

General Grant gives as a reason for not fortifying, that he re- 
garded the campaign as an offensive one and had no idea that the 
enemy would leave strong intrenchments at Corinth to take the in- 
itiative when he knew he would be attacked where he was if he re- 
mained. 

General .Grant in his officiai reports, denounced General Lew 
Wallace for his dilatory movements and lack of support on the flrst 
day of Shiloh and thought there was no excuse for not coming as or- 
dered to his assistance. 

Following are extracts from officiai reports made at the tlme. 
General Grant says: "Sent two more of my staff, Col. McPherson and 
Capt. Rowley, for Wallace at 1:00 p. m. The road that Wallace might 
hâve taken from Crump's landing was direct and near the river. Be- 
tween Crump's landing and Pittsburg landing a bridge had been 
built over across Snake Creek by our troops, at which Wallace's com- 
mand had assisted, expressly to enable the troops at the two places to 
support each other in case of need; so there was no excuse for Wal- 
lace getting lost in going a distance of flve miles. 
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Headquarters Department of the Tennessee, 

Before Vlcksburg Aprll 13, 1863. 
COL. J. C. KELTON. 

Assistant Adjudant-General, Washington, D.. C: 

Colonel: I bave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a copy of 
a communication of MaJ. Oen. Lewis Wallace to MaJor-General Hal- 
leck, of date of March 14, 1863, relative to his failure to participate in 
the flrst day's fight at Pittsburg Landing, and submltted to me for my 
remarks. 

Instead of making a detailed report myself in answer to said com- 
munication I called upon Maj. Gen. J. B. McPherson, Lieut. Col. John 
A. Rawlins, and MaJ. W. R. Rowley, ail of whom were members of my 
staff at that time and were cognizant of the facts for their statements 
in référence to the same, and thèse I herewith respectfully transmit 

Ail thèse reports are substantially as I remember the facts. I 
Youch for their almost en tire accuracy; and Trom thèse several state- 
ments, separate and independent of each other, too, a more correct 
judgment can be derived than from a single report. 

H ad General Wallace been relieved from duty in the momlng, 
and the same orders communicated to Brig. Gen. Morgan L. Smith 
(who would bave been bis successor)^ I do not doubt but the division 
would bave been on the fleld of battle and in the engagement befor 10 
o'clock of that eventful 6th of April. There is no estimating the différ- 
ence this might bave made in our casualities. 

I am. Colonel, very respecfully, your obedient servant, 

U. S. GRANT, 
Major-Greneral, Volunteers. 
Galena, April 4, 1863. 
COL. JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel: Yours, requesting a statement as to my knowledge of 
the part taken by General Lewis Wallace in the flrst day's flght at the 
battle of Shiloh, on the 6th of April, 1862, is just received. 

In reply, I would state that at that time I was an aide-de-camp 
on the staff of General U. S. Grant, with the rank of captain, and on 
the morning of the 6th of April I accompanied the gênerai, together 
with the other members of the staff, from Savannah to Pittsburg land- 
ing. When the steamer upon which we embarked arrived 
near to Crump's Landing General Grant directed that it should be run 
close in to the shore, as he wished to communicate with General Wal- 
lace, who was standing' upon the commisary boat lying at that place. 
General Grant called to General Wallace, saying, "General, you will 
get your troops under arms immediately, and bave them ready to move 
at a moment's notice." General Wallace replied that it should be 4one, 
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adding (I thlnk) that the necessary orders had already beën given. 
This waa between Uie hours of 7 and 8 o'clock a. m. We paesed on up 
the rlyer, meeting the steamer Waraer, which had been sent by Gen- 
eral W. H. L. Wallace (as I understood) wlth a messenger to Inform - 
General Grant that a battle had been commenced. The Warner round- 
ed to and followed us back to Pittsburg Landing. 

Upon reaching the Landing General Grant immediately mounted 
his horse and rode upon the bank, and after conversing a moment 
^ith some officers turned to Captain Baxter, assistant quartermaster, 
and ordered him to proceed immedlately to Cruinp's Landing, and 
direct General Wallace to march with his division up the river and 
into the fleld on the right of our Une as rapidly as possible. 

Thia order was glven to Captain Baxter about the hour of 8 
o'clock. I thlnk not later than that. We immedlately rode to the front 
At about 11 o'clock General Grant expressed considérable solicitude at 
the non-appearance of (ïeneral Wallace, and sent an orderly to the ex- 
trême right to see if he could see anything of him, remarking that it 
could not possibly be many minutes before he would arrive. 

Shortly after the hour of 12 o'clock m., as we were riding tow- 
ards the right Une, a cavalry ofBcer rode up and reported to General 
Grant, stating that General Wallace had positlvely refused to corne up 
unless he should receive written orders. After hearing the report Gen- 
eral Grant turned to me, saying, "Captain, you will proceed to Crump's 
Landing and say to General Wallace that it is my orders that he bring 
his division up at once, coming up by the River road, crossing Snake 
Creek on the bridge (which General Sherman would protect)f and from 
his division on the extrême right, when he would receive further or- 
ders; and say to him that it is important that he should maks haste." 
Adding, "It has just been reported to me that he bas refused to come 
up unless he réceives a written order. If he should require a written 
order of you you will give him one," at the^same time asking me if I 
had writing materials in my haversack. I started at once, when the 
gênerai called to me again, saying, "You will take wit^i you the cap- 
tain (referring to the cavalry offlcer before mentioned, who was still 
sitting there on his horse — his name I do not reccollect), and two or- 
derlies, and see that you do not spare horse flesh." This was at the 
hour of 12:30 o'clock m., as near as I can reccollect. 

I proceeded at once to General Wallace's camp, back of Crump's 
Landing, and being well mounted. it took me but a short time to reach 
it Upon arriving there I found no signs of a camp, except a baggage 
wagon that was just leaving. I enquired of the driver as to where Gen- 
eral Wallace and his troops were; he replied that they had gone up to 
the flght I enquired what road they took; to which he replied by point- 
ing to a road, which I understand to be the Purdy road. 
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While sitting there upon my horse I could hear the flring ypon 
the battle-fleld quite distinctly. I then took the road polnted out by 
the teamster and rode a distance of between 5 and 6 miles, as I judged, 
when I came up with the rear of General Wallace's division; they were 
at a rest, sitting on each side of the road, some with their arms stacked 
in the middle of the road. I passed the entire division (except the 
cavalry), ail being at a hait. When L reached the head of the column 
I found General Wallace sitting upon his horse, surrounded by his 
staff, some of whom were dismounted and holding their horses by the 
bridles. 

I rode up to General Wallace and communicated to him Gezkeral 
Grant'E orders as I had received them, and then told him that it had 
been reported to him (i. e., General Grant) that he had refused to 
march without writen orders; at which he seemed quite Indignant, 
saying that it was a "damned lie!" that he had never refused to go 
without a written order, in proof of which he said, "Hère you flnd me 
on the road." To which 1 replied that I had certainly found him on a 
road, but I hardly thought it the road to Pittsburg Landing. It cer- 
tainly was not the road that I had come down from there on, and that 
I had traveled farther since I had left his camp than I had in coming 
from the battle-fleld to the camp, and, Judging from the sound of the 
flring, we were still a long distance from the battle-fleld. To which 
the gênerai replied that this was the road his cavalry had brought him, 
and the only road he knew anything about. He then ordered one of 
his aides to ride ahead and bring the cavalry back. I then asked him 
where his road came into Pitsburg Landing; to which he replied that 
it crossed the creek at a mill (I think he called it Veal's Mil!) and in- 
tersected the Corlnth and Pittsburg Landing road in front of where 
General McClernand's camp was. I then told him that I thought it 
would be impossible for him to get in upon that road, as the enemy 
now had possession of thèse camps, and that our Une of battle was to 
the rear of them. At this moment his cavalry came back and General 
Wallace rode forward to communicate with them. When he came back 
he remarked that it was true that the enemy was between us and our 
army; that the cavalry had been close enough to hear the musketry. 
The order was then given to counter-march;upon which I remarked to 
General Wallace that I would ride on and inform General Grant that 
he was coming; to whicli he replied. "No, Captain; I shall be obliged 
to keep you with me to act as guide, as none of us know the River road 
you speak of." I accordingly remained. 

The march toward the old camp was continued to a point about 
one-half mile north of it, where the troops filed to the right and came 
Into the River road. At the point of flling ofC we were met by Lieuten- 
ant Colonel (now Major-General) McPherson and Major Rawlins, mem- 
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bers of General Grant*8 staff, who had also come to look after General 
Wallace. The march was continued up the River road untll the battle- 
fleld was reached, which was just as it was getting dark and after the 
flghtlng for th^ day was over. 

Of the character of the march after I overtook General Wallace 
I can only say that to me it appeared intolerably slow, resembling more 
a reconnaisance in the face of the enemy than a forced march to relie ve 
a hard-pressd army. So strongly did t)iis impression take hold of my 
mind, that I took the liberty of repeating to General Wallace that part 
of General Grant's order enjoining haste. The same idea seemed to 
hâve taken possession of the mlnds of Colonel McPherson and Major 
Rawlins, as on the march from the camp to the battle-fleld Major Raw- 
lins on several occasions rode back for the purpose of trying to hurry 
up the troops and to ascertain what was the cause of the delay. I 
bave no means of judging as to what distance General Wallace was 
from the battle-fleld when I found him, except that I could hear the 
flrlng' much more distinctly at the camp he had left than I could at the 
point where I found him. 

I .remain, colonel, your obedient servant, 

W. R. ROWLEY, 
Major and Aide-de-camp. 



Headquarters Seventeenth Army Corps, 
Departmen of the Tennessee, 
Lake Providence, La., March 26, 1863. 
Lieut. Col. JOHN A. RAWLINS, 

Assistant Adjutant-General: 

Colonel: I hâve the honor to submit the following in relation to 
the position of the troops and the battle of Shlloh: 

When the troops flrst disembarked at Pittsburg Lnnding the Ten- 
nessee River was very high, the water backing up In ail the streams, 
covering the bottoms in the vicinity of the river from 2 to 6 feet, ren- 
dering Llck and Snake Creeks impassible. 

Four divisions of the army were enecamped on the tield of Shiloh 
in the relative positions indicated in the sketch, and one division (Maj. 
Gen. Lewis Wallace's) at Crump's Landing, about 6 miles below. 

My attention' was frequently called to the crossing at Snake 
Creek, on the direct road from Pittsburg Landing to Crump's, as it was 
considered very important that a line of land communication between 
the two portions of the army should be kept open. 

As soon as the water subsided sufflciently the bridge across the 
creek was reconstructed, and a company of cavalry sent through to 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 HISTOBY Oï THB SEVENTH lOWA 

communicate to General Wallace's command. This waa on, Thurs- 
day, previous to the battle. 

Sunday mornlng, the flrst day of the battle, I was with Brig. Gen. 
W. H. L. Wallace, who, in conséquence of the aevere lllness of General 
C. F. Smith, commiCnded the division. It was well known the enemy 
was approaching our Unes, and there had been more or less skirmish- 
ing for three days preceding the battle. 

The conséquence was our breakfasts were ordered àt an early 
hour and our horses saddled, to be ready in case of attack. Sunday 
morning, shortly before 7 o'clock, word came to the Landing that the 
battle had commenced. I immediately started, in company with Gen- 
eral W. H. L. Wallace and staff; found his division in Une ready to 
move out. At this time, not later fhan 7:30 a. m., General McGlemand 
had moved a portion of his division up to support General Sherman's 
left General Hurlbut had moved to the support of General Prentiss, 
and General W. H. L. Wallace's division was moved up to support the 
center and right. I was actively engaged on the field, and did not see 
General Grant until some time after his arrivai, when I met him on the 
fteld, with Brig. Gen. W. H. L. Wallace. He informed me that when 
he came up from Savannah, at 7:30, he had notifled MaJ. Gen. Lewis 
Wallace, at Crump's Landing, to hold his command in readiness to 
march at a moment*s notice, and that immediately on his arrivai at 
Pittsburg Landing, finding that the attack was in eamest and not a 
feint, he had sent Captain Baxter, assistant quartermaster, witli orders 
to him to move up immediately by the River road and take a position 
on our right. Shortly after this Captain Baxter retumed, certalnly 
not later than 10:30, and said that he had delivered the order. 

At about 12 m., General Wallace not having arrlved. GJeneral 
Grant became very anxious, as the tide of the battle was setting against 
us, and shortly after dispatched Captain Rowley, one of his aides, to 
hasten up General Wallace. The battle still continued without cessa- 
tion, our troops being forced back gradually at ail points, though fight- 
ing most hëroically. Two houfs rolled around and no news from Gen- 
eral Wallace. when at 2:30 p. m. General Grant directed me to go in 
search of him. report to him how matters stood, and hasten him for- 
ward, if possible. I asked Captain (now Lieutenant-Colonel) Rawlins 
to accompany me, and taking two orderlies. we started at a rapid pace 
on the River road, expecting to meet the command at every step; push- 
ed on to the junction of the Purdy and Crump's Landing road; saw 
some soldiers. who could give us no information where General Wal- 
lace was; galloped down toward the Landing a short distance and met 
a surgeon, who said he had started some time before* with his command 
for Pittsburg Landing on a road branching off between Adamsville 
and the River road; pushed on in this direction, and at the point D 
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met hiB Second Brigade retuming, the rear of the First Brigade having 
Just filed off on the road DÂ. We pushed on to the head of the column 
and found General Wallace, when I delivered my instructions, and 
told him for "Qod's sake to move forward rapidly." 

I understdod him to say that his guide had led him wrong, and I 
was most ddpi^odly of the Impression that he had mistaken the road, 
for his command had already marched a great deal farther than was 
necessary to reach the battle-fleld. 

I told him, however, to hurry on and we might yet be there in 
time. I thought we could get there; sim three-quarters of an hour high. 
We did not, howeTer, reach the ground until after dark. 

After I reached the head of the column I must say it seemed to 
me that the march was not as rapid as the urgency of the case requlred. 
Perhaps this arose in a great measure from my impatience and anxiety 
to get this force to the fleld before dark as I knew very well unless 
we arrived before sunset we could be of no use in that day's battle and 
would not be able to retrleve the fortunes of the day. 
Very respectfuUy, 

JAS. B. McPHERSON, 

Major-General. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

ADVANCB, SIEGE AND CAPTURE OP CORINTH. 

April 29tli the army broke camp and commenced the forward 
movement on Corinth, 20 miles distant. The roads were bad and pro- 
gress was slow; we dld not go far before encountering tbe outposts of 
the enemy who gave ground at the advance of our skirmishers and 
sharpshooters, but at some expense of loss of killed and wounded each 
day, which in the aggregate was quite considérable. On the flrst of May 
our Brigade was reinforced by the 52nd Illinois and Colonel Sweeney of 
that régiment was placed in command of our Brigade. He had been 
a Captain in the regular army, had seen service and lost an arm in 
the Mexican war. He was a brave, gallant Irishman, but austère, ar- 
rogant, abusive, offlcerj he enforced strict regular discipline on the 
command, which did not set well upon the intelligent volunteers, caus- 
ing much complaint and friction; but as General Davies, our Division 
commander, was also a regular army offlcer, we had to stand It. With 
the exception of an occasional false alarm. some cannonading and skir- 
mishing, which kept us in line most of the time we had no serious op- 
position. 

On the 8th our Division had grand review; it was a swell attair. 
General Davies wore a chapeau, epaulets and gorgeous uniform in fuU 
régulation style, making the yolunteer officers in their fatigue, service 
suits look cheap; but that was the flrst and last time we saw such 
fîncry durlng the rest of the service until we struck the Army of the 
Potomac at the Grand Review, at Washington, after peace was de- 
clared. 

After getting within ten miles of Corinth, we began to meet with 
more determined opposition from the enemy; Unes of battle were form- 
ed, the batteries were brought to the front and the woods in front were 
thoroughly shelled and the Unes advanced. breastworks were thrown up, 
only to be abandoned without use the next day, when we proceeded 
in a elmilar manner, building about four lines of temporary works dur- 
lng our advance and selge of Corinth, before it was evacuated. Pope on 
the left and Sherman on the right encountered quite serious opposition, 
but not enough to stop the onward movement of the army. On the ad- 
vance we were annoyed by the sharpshooters In trees, and lookouts to 
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flnd from whence shots came from, that Irilled and woonded iKnae^vt 
our men each day. Our sharpshooters, the 66tli IIls.» crawted np aad 
discovered their sharpshooters wlth long range target rifleg In ambilsh 
among the foliage of the tree tops, who had been doing the mlBObiet 
A puff of smoke from the dense foJage of a leafy tree top» bttmgbt a 
response from our riïïemen causing havoc and consternation among 
that kind of Indian warfare that soon broke up their game, so tbat 
we were not annoyed that way any more during the campaign; it was 
clalmed that it was the Creek Indians In the serviee of the enemy that 
adopted that style of warfare, but as soon as our buck tailed régiment 
got after them they quickly abandoned IL 

In order to bring out a phase of army life not jgenerally toQohetf 
upon, I herewith re-produce an article I wrote about fifteen years* ago^ 
and which was published in the quarterly ^Annale of lowa." Thta oc-^ 
curred at this time on the advance and seige of Corinth. 

THE SAD WAR EXPERIENCES OF TWO lOWA BROTHERS. 
Thre were only two of us, Peter and I. Notwlthstandlng that 
we were the only sons of a widowed mother, wlth two yoimger sisters, 
livlng on a farm in Cerro Oordo, then a frontier county in the fitate, 
we had both enllsted early in the war, and were among the firat who 
started for the front I had gone flrst, early in 1861, wlth mother'a con* 
sent and blessing, with the understanding that my brother should re- 
main at home and work the farm. He staid, apparently contentée, 
until the following winter, when I retumed on a furlough from Mound 
City hospital, where I, had 'been for treatment for a gun-shot woiiad. 
in the right shoulder, received at the battle of Belmont, Mo., Novemr 
* ber 7, 1861. * 

They laid me on mother's bed when I was brought home. My 
brother was away at the time and dld not return until evening. When 
he came home, mother told him to go Into her bedroom and see who 
was there. The first intimation he had that I had returned was when 
he SEW me there. I never shall forget his looks at that time. I was 
very miich emaciated from' the effects of my wound and the exposure 
and neglect following, having been lelt on the battle-field in the hands 
of the Rebels and receivinç no médical attendance until over twenty- 
four hours after the battle. He was very much afCected at seeing me 
in that condition. He was then about nineteen years of âge, with a form 
and physique the perfection of manhood and health; well rounded out 
by a life of toil and privation on the frontier of lowa. His face at flrst 
flushed; then every drop of blood seemed to leave it and it was blanched 
and grew hard, and the blood less lips set in straight, cruel lines. It 
was some time before he could control his feelings so he dared attempt 
to speak. He flnally calmed down and talked to me about the war, 
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asked where my régiment was, and a few partlculars about my route 
home, when he said: "I shall hâve revenge for this. I hâve been 
chafeing to get away to the front ever since you went to the war, and I 
can stand it no longer." He said: "Say nothing to mother and siB- 
ters about it at présent/' and he was gone. 

He went straight to the front, Jolned my régiment, the 7th lowa 
Infantry, in time to take an active part in the dangerous and arduous 
campalgn with Greneral Grant, in the siège and capture of Forts Henry 
and Donelson belng assigned to Lauman's Brigade which led the charge 
in the capture of Port Donelson. He endured ail the privations of the 
rain, mud and snow, away from tents and supplies, in the most in- 
clément season of the year, Incident to that campaign; from there he 
went to Shiloh, where he was wounded in the shoulder by a fragment 
of a Shell, the first day of the battle, being in that portion of the fleld 
dsignated by the rebels as the "Hornefs Nest," on account of the stub- 
bom résistance encountered at that part of our Une — they having been 
unable to break through at that point. Notwithstanding he Wfes 
wounded and nearly disabled, he refused to go to the rear, but stald 
with his Company and fought ail through both day s of the battle. 

By this time I had sufficiently recovered from my wound so as to 
be able for light duty, and had returned to my régiment. During the 
night, between two day s' flght, our régiment was ordered not to move 
from their tracks and not a man left the ranks. At dark the battle grad- 
ually subsided from a continuons roar of artlTîery and musketry to de- 
sultory flring hère and thcre along the line, and the men were allowed 
to lie down on their arms and take a much-needed rest. My brother*8 
place in the ranks came in the road, which had been used through the 
day by the troops, artillery, ammunition wagons and ambulances, 
pàssing back and forth, and, being wet, had been churned into a per- 
fect pudding of mud, on which he spread his blanket and laid down. 
The night set in dark and rainy, and no fires were allowed in the 
front. Its stillness was broken by occasional musket shots and the 
regular firins of nine-inch shells every fifteen minutes from the gun- 
boats, Lexington and Tyler, in the river, which went screeching over- 
head and bursting among the enemy in the woods beyond, and the 
moaning of the wounded as they were carried through the Unes to the 
hospital tents in the rear. Ail night long the tramp of the ambulance 
corps with the stretchers and suffering loads of humanity could be 
heard, and the pitiless rain poured down incessantly, maklng both 
wounded and well uncom for table. In the morning my brother got up 
ont of his mud wallow, soaking wet, and so stifl and sore he could 
scarcely move, leaving his blanket where it laid, but could not be in- 
duced to go to the hospital or to the rear. He stâid with the company 
and participated in the battle until the Rebels were routed and driven 
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from the fleld. Sunday morning when the battle began our régiment 
was away from our camp on inspection, and was ordered from there 
to the left of the army without going back to quarters. On our return 
to our tenta af ter the battle, we found they had been occupied by the 
enemy. They had gone so suddenly that they left many of thelr wound- 
ed in our camp. From my tent they had taken everything they could 
carry, including my violin, and left one of their wounded, a mère 
youth, whom we tenderly nursed and cared for several days, until he 
was taken to the fleld hospital. 

My brother had a perfect horror of going to the hospital» and 
insisted in staying in camp when it was apparent that he was faillng 
every day. He staid with the company until the army was ready to 
move on the campaign to Corinth, and insisted that he was able to 
march with the régiment. He fell in with the company with his knap- 
sack, gun and accoutrements, and started on the march, only to fall 
behind the flrst mile. I dropped back with hlm and encouraged him 
by first carrying his gun; he went on a little farther and gave ont 
again. After resting awile I took his haversack and accroutrement 
and he went a little farther and gave out again. We sat down beside 
the road until darkness began to overtake us, when an orderly came a- 
long, piloting our regimental teams, and told us that the régiment had 
gone into camp about two miles beyond, polnting the direction they 
were. The teamster took my brother *s gun and knapsack, but refused 
to let him ride, as he had such a load, and had strict orders not to let 
any one ride. We started through the woods to camp in the direction 
indicated by the orderly, leaving the traveled road. We were not yet 
off the battlefield, when darkness overtook us; it began to rain and we 
got lost, stumbled and wandered around until flnally we could see the 
camp Ares, toward which we started. My brother fell into a shallow 
trench or grave where some of those killed in battle had been buried. 
The bodies had been entombed just long enough to become decomposed 
and there being scarcely any earth over thera, he got nearly up to his 
knees in putrified humanity. I pulled him out amid such a horrible 
stench that I could scarcely stand it, and we made our way to camp 
where we arrived about twelve o'clock at night.' He smelled so badly 
that the boys could not stay In the tent with him in that condition, so 
we stripped him of ail his clothing, rolled him up in a blanket and laid 
him in the tent, as he did not hâve a change of clothing, and I took his 
clothes to a creek and washed them out and hung them by the camp flre 
to dry. He had a burning fever ail through the night and was not able 
to sit up the next morning, so the regimental surgeon sent him back 
to the hospital in an ambulance. 

Until after the battle of Shiloh, the discipline in camp and field 
had been somewhat lax, and the expérience of carelessness and sur- 
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prise at that time had led the officers to see the necesslty of being more 
strict and watchful for a wary foe, until they had gone almost to the 
other extrême of strictness and dicipline, as they saw the stem fact 
of a long and pitiless war upon us. 

We continued our march and approach to Corinth, skirmishing, 
fighting, entrenchlng and advancing every day, and I heard nothing 
from my brother until about the lOth of May» wben word came to me 
from the rear tiiat he was on the hospital steamer City of Memphis at 
Pittsburg Landing, dying, and wanted to see me. I went to my Colonel 
E. W. Rice, and asked him for a two days' leave of absence to go to him 
He said he would be wiUing to grant my request, only that he was a- 
fraid I might get captured by the Rebel Cavalry, or guerrillas if I went 
alone, and suggested that I might get detailed as one of the guards to 
the wagon trains that were hauling supplies from our base on the Ten- 
nessee River. I told him I would undertake to do so if he would give 
me permission and a pass; he did so, and had it approved by General 
Davies, our division commander. I looked around. among the wagon- 
masters of the différent divisions to find one golng to the landing, 
but could not find any going that day, so I made up my mind to go a- 
lone and take the night for it. I made my way to the rear of the army 
and waited for darkness. As soon as it became dusk I started» 
skirting the roads so as to avoid meeting or being overtaken by guer- 
rillas or bushwhackers. I heard squads of horsemen several times 
during the night, when I would skulk in the brush or sllde behind trees 
and wait until they passed. It was too dark for me to discern whether 
they were friends or foes. 

I arrived at the outposts at the landihg at daylight having march- 
ed over twenty miles by the road, the latter part of the joumey being 
over the battle ground of Shiloh, where I had to pick my way through 
fàllen trees, skeletons of horses, unknown graves and the gênerai de- 
bris of the late strife. I encountered a few pickets near the landing, 
who allowed me to pass. 

The gunboats Lexington and Tyler I could dimly see in the 
dusky fog anchored in mid-stream, with their black hulls and big gims 
looking angrily out of the port holes, guarding the supplies on the 
bluffs, and the hospital steamer whose bow was stuck in the mud of 
the bank, with her stem swung out in the stream. It was just getting 
daylight and there was no stir on board as yet. I stepped upon the 
gang-plank to go on board, when I was confronted by two guards with 
fized bayonets, and cold unfçeling looks, who refused to let me pass. 
I explained my mission and begged them to allow me to go on board, 
whlch they refused to do, saying they had positive orders not to pass 
any one. I asked to see the surgeon or officer in charge, but they said 
he had not yet got up, so I sat down on the bank and waited. The first 
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offioer I saw yfUM a young doctor who came ont of the oabin, and Began 
fishhig over the stem of the steamer. I hailed him and explained to 
liim my errand and asked him to be allowed to go aboard and see my 
brother. He said he eould not allow me to do so, giying as a reason 
that men had got on the boats upon one pretext or another, and had 
gone north on French furlough or deserted — that the orders were not 
to allow any sdldiers on board but the guards, nurses and wounded. 
I told him I would pledge my word as a soldier and gentleman that if 
he would grant me an interview with my brother, I would go ashore 
and retum to my régiment at the front at once. I held my pass in my 
hand and asked him to corne and read it for himself, stating that it was 
given by Colonel Rice and approved by General Davies, but he was 
inexorable and relentlese, and no amount of persuasion would induce 
liim to change or modify his décision; so I sat down sorrowfully on 
the bank to devise some way to circumvent the orders, or, Micawber- 
like, "wait for something to tum up." 

I realized that whatever was donc must be done soon, as my 
leave of absence would expire on the morrow, and my régiment was 
over twenty miles away, and advancing. I was tired, himgry and 
foot-sore from my ail night's march. As I sat there eating hard-tack 
and raw bacon, and watching the doctor fishing, he would occasionally' 
look at me, and I fancied he was uneasy and that his heart was soften- 
ing. He finally hailed me and asked me if I could lind him some 
angle-worms for hait. I told him pleasantly I would do my best to do 
so. I thought if I could find them he would allow me to go on board 
and see my brother. I dug around the bank with my bayonet, but was 
unsucceesful, so I went back about half a mile to a fleld and was for- 
tunate in flnding some, and retumed and called to him that I had them. 
He told me to corne on board and bring them to him, which I very 
gladly hastened to do. I went again to the gang-plank, and was again 
stopped by the same guards. I again went and called the doctor, and 
he ordered them to let me pass. I passed to the stem, handed the 
hait to the doctor and hurried up the after gang-way to the cabin. It 
was a very large steamer, the state-rooms were full of sick and wound- 
ed, and there was a long row of cots full, on each side of the cabin. 
I searched for some time among the mass of suffering humanity before 
I found my brother, and when I dld I scarcely knew him, he was so 
emaciated, weak and low, as to be hardly able to speak. He was en- 
tirely overcome when he saw me; we clasped hands, and I waited for 
him to grow cal m and get strength enough to talk, which seemed a 
long time. I was so overcome with grief that I dared not trust myself 
to speak, and we did nothing for some time but look tearfully into 
each other's eyes. I. could see plainly that I should see him no more 
after this interview, for the mark of death was plaïnly upon his brow. 
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We finally got calm and talked a Utile; wi€h tearfui eyes, and a 
weak and nervous convulsive motion of hls lips, he told me he was 
aware he had not long to live and was so glad I Haà corne to see Mm. 
He was about delivering a message for me to send to mother and the 
folks at home, when an offlcer and a détail of soldlers came down the 
aisle and with a braggart's important air, which broke so harshly on 
our feelings of grief and affection, absolutely drove me from the boat 
at the point of their bayonets, in the face of my dying brother's plead- 
ing and implorlng helplessness and my begging to allow him to finish 
his last message and to bid me good-bye; but it was of no avail; I 
was mercilessly thrust ashore and I never saw him again. 

I saw over four years of service in the war, two and a half in the 
ranks and the remainder of the Cime as a commissioned offlcer, always 
in the very front, but this was the hardest thing I eyer hâve had'to 
bear, either in war or peace. 

I realize that after the surprise, the confusion and demoraliza- 
tion during the battle of Shiloh, it was necessary to hâve strict orders 
and thorough discipline, but in the face of ail this, conceding every- 
thing, as time has softened many things and explained others, I still 
think, and always expect to, that for a cowardly, cold-hearted pièce 
of meanness, that capped the climax; and I shall always thlnk that 
nobody but cowardly officers and soldiers who skulked and sought duty 
in the rear, would ever be guilty of such acts. They certainly might 
hâve discriminated in their orders enough to allow my dying brother 
to finish his message to our widowed mother. 

He died on the 12th of May, 1862, among étrangers, without a 
friend to comfort him, on the hospital steamer City of Memphis, on 
his way to Keokuk hospital, and was buried on the banks of the Mis- 
sissippi River, below Quincy. 

Could he hâve only survived to reach home, and laid his suffer- 
ing and weary head.on the mother's bosom that had nourlshed him 
to strength and manhood, to go forth to do battle for his country, he 
would hâve died satisfled; and what a comfort it would hâve been to 
herlhrough ail thèse long years, to hâve had the privilège of minister- 
ing unto him in his last moments! 

To this day I bave never had the courage to tell our mother the 
circumstances of his death, and I hope she may never know them. 

The recollections of that time, and the circumstances, come 
back fresh to me over the lapse of a thlrd of a century, with a vivid- 
ness as though it were but yesterday — and they were my saddest ex- 
périences of the war, 

H. I. SMITH.. 
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Général Hallock advanced very câutiously, bjr sicn^ marchea, iû- 
trenching every day. Step by step, tree by tree, position to posîllon; 
cUnging to stumps and hlllocks. closely followed by the ploneer corps 
and détails of men with entrenching tools; contest was raging along 
the Unes each day. Beauregard concentrated hls army at Corlnth and 
strongly fortified hls position; he summoned to his aid, ail the avall- 
able troops of the southwest, including the armies of Priée and Van- 
Dorn, from Missouri and Arkansas, as well as the mllltia of the states 
of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, and prepared for a determined 
défense. Beauregard was Inciting hls troops and flghllng for his fading 
prestige of invincibility with obstinacy and desperation. '^Soldiers of 
Shlloh and Elkhorn," he said to hls troops, "we are about to meet once 
more in the shock of battle the Invaders of our soil, the despollêrs of 
our homes, the dlsturbers of our famlly ties, face to face, hand to hand. 
♦ • • With your mlngled banners, for the flrst time during this war, 
we meet the foe in strength that should give us vlctory. Soldiers ean 
the resuit be doubtfui? Shall we not drive back Into Tennessee the 
presumptous merceanaries coUected for our subjugatlon? One more 
manly effort, and, trusting to Qod and the justice of our cause, w« 
shall recover more than we hâve lately lost." 

Bragg, too, addressed his men in the same strain, telling them: 
**You will encounter him in your chosen position, strong by nature and 
improved by art, away from his main support and reliance — gunboats 
and heavy batteries — and for the flrst time in this war, with nearly 
equal numbers." 

We continued advancing and fighting, canonadlng and entrench- 
ing, until the 30th, when we heard heavy explosions, rumbling of rail- 
road trains and terrifie rumbling sounds, which we afterwards leamed 
was caused by the destruction of amunition and stores before the 
évacuation of Corlnth by the enemy. Soon curriers returned statlng 
that our skirmishers were in the city which had been evacuated dur- 
ing the night, when the most of the army were put in hasty pursuit. 
On the rldges around Ck)rinth could be seen the remains of the aban- 
doned camps of the enemy, everything indlcatlng a speedy and hasty 
retreat. In the town itself many houses were stlU burnlng and the 
ruins of warehouses and buildings containing commissary stores were 
still smouldering; but there still remained piles of cannon halls, shells 
and shot,sugar,molase8,beans,rlce and other property, which the enemy 
had failed to carry off or destroy. We captured mariV of the enemy's 
pickets who were sacriflced to make a show of résistance, untfl the last 
of the army could get away. 

The pursuit was pushed as far south as Boonville, but bridges 
were destroyed and roads obstructed as they retreated, making it 
necessary for us to clear them to allow our artillery and ammunition 
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tratnti to tollaw, so that they succeeded in gettlng most of their anny 
. mnuj, by abanânning and destroylng most of their stores and supplies 
«nd baaTing their haavy artillery. Thus ended the seige and capture 
Ci Gorintli. 

▲ccording to General Beauregard's officiai report made on the 
22iié oLApril, 1S62, he had four corps for the defence of Corlnth, Polk's 
Bragg's, Hardee'E^ and Breckenridge's, tiesfdes cavalry, ftc. 
Total of S<K804 men of ail arms. In his officiai report made May 26th, 
Just iiefore the eTacuation, he had 112,017. Our force aggregated about 
160,000 of ail arma It must be remembered, however, that they were 
«tFOQtfly lortifted, on ground of their own choosing, th^y were in their 
oim coimti7, aonong friends holding the inside of the circle which took 
Biach l88s force to show the same frontage strength than we, who were 
«encireling them in the open. They boldly challenged us to meet them at 
iloriath. Wa aeoepted, came slowly, without concealment to the ground 
tiftiueir onrn choosing and they fled, after making ail préparations and 
strootf fortiflcations. 

G«neral Grant says in his own memolrs that^^'The most anxious per- 
iod 'Of the war, to me, was during the time the army of the Tennessee 
was guarding the terrltory acquired by the fall of Corinth and Mem- 
phis aad before I was sufficiently reinforced to take the ofTensive." 
The enemy also had cavalry operating in our rear, making it necessary 
to '.gwurd «¥«ry point of the railway back to Columbus on the security 
of -which we were dépendent for ail our supplies/' 

We retumed after the pursuit to Ckirinth on the 13th of June es- 
taUislied permanent camp about two miles south of the clty, designat- 
ing it Camp Montgomery, why the name? I never knew. It was a 
Blce, ahady place, which we proceeded to brush, trim up and police; our 
tenta, camp and garrison équipage were brought up and we lai'd out 
<iamp in regular camp order and proceedea to drill and perfect our- 
selves in warfare anà take a much needed rest. We established post hos- 
pitals in the buildings where we could give our sick and wounded proper 
eare. Bâtions of flour were issued to us for the first time since we left 
Pittsburg; we made dutch bake ovens out of clay and our cooks pre- 
pared us soft bread; we were also provided with fresh méat ail of which 
was relished after long use of hardtack and sait méat. We also dug 
wells and secured wholesome and palatable water, which had the eflect 
of improving the health of the troops. Many of our officers resigned 
hère, which made quite a change in the Une .officers of the régiment. 
The war department issued orders about this time that régiments and 
companie^ not having a minimum number of men would not be allowed 
a fnll complément of commissioned officers and as our régiment had 
been so depleted from the casualities of war, few of the companies had 
enough for a fuU quota, so we were not allowed but two commissioned 
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officers to a company. But we got rld of a lot of useless offlcers by their 
résignations, that were. subject to cold feet. 

3ome of the régiments and companies were sent to surrounding 
towns on outpost duty and guarding the railroad to Memphis; whUe 
others made short expéditions in the surrounding country trying to 
head off or capture Forrest's or Roddy's cayalry that were harassing 
our ontposta or destroying our communications. A daily train went 
to Memphis to bring forward army supplies to be accumulated for fu- 
ture campai gns and fumish the army. A company of infantry were 
detailed each day to guard the train from attack by guerrillas, a block 
house was builton a flat car, on which was placed a pièce of artiUery 
to be fired through port holes which was pushed ahead of the locomo- 
tive to protect the engineer and trainmen; the scheme had the effect 
of keeping ralding parties of rebels from tearing up the road, buming 
bridges, &c. The trains and railroads were mostly operated by détails 
from men, who had been in the business before they enlisted in the 
army. The cabs of the englues were armored to keep guerrillas from 
picking off the engineer, firem&n and armed guards riding with them. 

Soon after the capture of Corinth General Orant was restored to 
the command of the Army of the Tennessee. General Buell was sent 
with his army to Huntsville, Stevenson and Chattanooga, and General 
Sherman's Division was distributed along the Une of the Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad, between Memphis and Grand Junetloil. He re- 
built the bridges, put the road and equipments in running order, which 
fumished transportation facilities to carry forward supplies to the 
front at Ck>rinth. General Sherman in the meantime was promoted to 
a full Major General, and things gênerai ly evened up. 

We remained quietly in quarters in Camp Montgomery until the 
16th of September, when we accompanied the expédition under Rose- 
crans in the march which resulted in the recapture of luka, and while 
we did not directly participate in the battle, we were in position as or- 
dered. Gen. Hamilton with a portion of the command who were in the 
advance, met a force of the enemy and was beaten back before we 
could get to him to assist, losing a battery and a large number killed. 
and wounded, the 5th lowa being nearly annihilatel. During the night 
Price evacuated and retreated, when we marched Into town the next 
moming without opposition and participated in the pursuit, in which 
they escaped. 

We returned to camp Montgomery. where we laid and rested un- 
til the mémorable two day s battle of Corinth, which occurred on the 
3rd and 4th of October, 1862. 
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BATTLE OF CORINTH. 



We left Camp Montgomery on the morning of the 3rd with two 
days rations and 100 rounds of cartridges each in light marching order, 
leaving those unfit for duty in camp, with teamsters and convalescents 
to guard the camp and trains; marching through and two and one-half 
miles northwest of the town of Corinth, taking position in the old 
rebel rifl« pits in support of a section of Ck>mpany I battery of the First 
Missouri Light Artillery. The défensive works had been built while 
the enemy occupied the city;they had cleared the timber and brush sev- 
eral hundred yards in front, so that we had good view and range. We 
had no sooner got in position than we saw them forming in the woods 
in our front, from which they soon emerged in three columns, close col- 
umn by division. We were ordered to hold our lire for close work, ex- 
cept the battery, so it gave us a good opportunity to see the charge. 
They charged the brigade, General Ogeisby's, immediately to our left. 
It was the grandest sight I think I ever witnessed. Their columns 
were simply invincible; they came on without hesitating or wavering 
in the least, breaking our Une with the very force and impact of their 
solid massed divisions with a valor and détermination worthy of a 
better cause. The brigade to our left gave way which obllged us to fall 
back,. not until we had given them an enfllading fire from our battery, 
which, while it did f earf ul h avoc, it never stopped them for a moment. 
The Une and circle we occupied was built for an army of 100,000 men 
which they had before the évacuation, hence with our small numbers 
we could not expect to maintain, as they had force enough to overlap 
us on both flanks. We fell back to a ridge near the White house, filed 
to the left, taking position perpendicular to the road and waited for 
them again. The timber and brush hère was so thick we could not see 
far in advance, as soon as their skirmish Une discovered our new po- 
sition, they cautiously withdrew and proceeded to ^ve us a vigorous 
shelling with their batteries for half an hour or so which was responded 
to by Lieut. Bruner with a section of Battery "H" First Missouri 
Light Artillery; and failing to dislodge us in this way, they 
again came on with their solid masses of infantry, with 
such force and détermination that we were again obllged to yield 
to their superior strength, alter a severe loss of men and nearly ail our 
battery horses. It was with difficulty that we got our guns oft the fleld; 
in fact we lost two cassions and some guns of a 30 pound Parrott bat- 
tery in the brigade to the right; thèse guns are too large and un- 
wieldly to handle at close range, especially in the timber without roads, 
so we lost two; but they were recaptured in fheir defeat the next day, 
together with a portion of the Dubuque battery which had been pre- 
viously lost by our troops in the battle of Pea Ridge, Ark. Our brigade 
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commander, General Hackelman, was mortally wounded while gallant- 
ly leading us, and sad havoc was made in tfie field offlcers and men of 
the brigade. Col. Parrott, Major McMullen and Sergt. Major Cameron 
were wounded. Capt. B. K. Smith was killed, Cap{. Conn wounded, and 
Lieuts. Irvin, Bennett, Gale, Hope, Morrison and Smith; with a total 
casuality in the two days batle of 127. The Second lowa which fought 
by our side had a loss more severe, losing their Colonel, James Baker, 
and Lleut. Colonel Mills mortally wounded, together with a large list 
of offlcers, rank and file. 

After they had driven us into the town, which was after nightfall, 
General Vandom sent an offlcer under a flag of truce, with a demand 
for surrender, stating that they had us completly sufrounded, the de- 
mand was accompanied by a threat to shell us out with their artiUery 
if it wasn't complied with. Rosecrans, our commander, refused to sur- 
render. At 3:30 o'clock in the moming they opened up on us with ail 
their artillery, about flfty pièces. It was yet.dark. As a noisy pyro- 
-technical display it was magniflcent aûd terrible; the heavens were 
lit up with flying missles, with buming fuses, with long lines of sheet 
flame and screeching shells, presenting a scène- grand and sublime; 
but they shot too high and did little damage, only to the skulkers in 
the rear and field hospitals. 

I was orderly sergeant of Co. "B" and présent with the company; 
in the battle on the first day the color guards were ail killed or wound- 
ed, making it necessary to make new détails for the next day; the 
Adjutant called for a sergeant from company "B." It was my duty as 
the orderly sergeant to make the sélection; I had no sergeant for duty 
and as it was corporal Channers next tum for duty, I detailed him. . 
He seemed to hâve a prémonition that if he went he would be 2illed 
and so stated, saying if it was his tum for détail he would go if I said 
so. I convinced him it was his turn and he reluctantly went, saying he 
knew he would be killed. He was killed before noon bravely defending 
the flag. He was a noble spécimen of a robust, intelligent, volunteer sol- 
dier and I hâve always felt condemned for doing my duty in sending 
him in the face of his conviction. 

After Channer fell and Alex. Fields the color bearer was wound- 
ed, George Craig, a drummer of company "B," sprang for the colors and 
held them up. He was a little wiry, nervy fellow, not overly strong; 
the exertion and excitement of the battle completely unnerved him; 
he kept up bravely until after the fight, then taking the colors to Col- 
onel Rice he handed them to him saying, "Colonel, Fve got the sand, 
but not the bottom," fainted and sank to the ground. The boys gather- 
ed around him, fanned him with their hats, gave him water and he re- 
vived, but he was completely exhausted. 
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Company "K" belng on outpost duty escaped the trying ordeal 
of the battle. 

THE GUN "LADY RICHARDSON." 

A rebel account of the capture of the 30 pound Parrott gun Lady 
Richardson at the battle of Corinth. Only the heavy guns had individ- 
ual names. 

(The News is re^iuested to reprint this pièce of war réminiscence. 
It.ifl from the Confederate Vétéran and explains itself.) 
Rev. A. T. Goodloe, Station Camp, Tenn.: 

"This magnificent and somewhat celebrated cannon belonged to a 
Yankee battery at Corinth, which was stormed and captured by the 
Thirty-fifth Alabama and Ninth Arkansas régiments, October 3, 1S62. 
General Rust, then commanding our brigade, was in the immédiate rear 
of the Thirty-fifth Alabama, to which I belonged when he ordered the 
charge, and he thought this régiment alone did the work, as the régi- 
ment between us and the Ninth Arkansas did not advance. After the 
fight he brought Gen. Lovell, then commanding that army, around to 
our régiment and presented us to him as the troops that drove the 
massed forces of Yankee infantry from their entrenchments and cap- 
tured thelr battery. General Lovell remarked: "Well^ boys, you did 
that handsomely." I hâve thought that Gen. Rust did not observe, in 
the rush of the battle, that the Ninth Arkansas and Thirty-fifth Alabama 
touched each other before we reached the battery. The Yankees gave up 
the "Lady Richardson" very reluctanUy, and W. G. Whitfield, a private 
in Company D, Thirty-fifth Alabama, gave c&ase to the last one that 
left it, nearly catching him at the start, but the Yankee was too fleet 
for him. This incident was the occasion of Whitfield being made the 
first sergeant of the company at my suggestion. He is now a prospér- 
ons tobacco leaf merchant at Paducah, Ky. 

I hâve writlen this mainly to correct a mistake of an honored 
comrade in the June Confederate Vétéran in regard to the capture of 
the "Lady Richardson" at the Corinth fight. I was acting as li€uten7 
ant of Company D of my régiment at the time, but it was before my 
commission had reached me. 

"W. G. Whitefield, First Sergeant, Company D, Thirty-fifth Alabama 
Régiment, Paducah, Ky.: 
"I hâve seen several articles about the thirty-pound Parrott gun, 
"Lady Richardson," but hâve never seen any account of who captured 
it. The Thirty-fifth Alabama and Ninth Arkansas captured it Octo- 
ber 3, 1862, at Corinth, Miss. One of her shots struck a large tree, just 
a few féet from my head and tore it to pièces. One of my company. 
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who was deaf, W. C. Colllns, tumed hls head to one slde and lookcd 
up as though he had heard it. "Lady Richardson" was named for the 
wife of Senator Rlchardson, of Illinois, and I understood that it was 
manned by a Chicago company. I can testify that they stood to their 
work bravely, for many of them never left their posts. I was the flrst 
man, or with the flrst, to pass by within a few feet of thls gun. The 
Nlnth Arkansas and Thirty-fifth Alabama were the two régiments who 
charged her from the west, passing on and reformlng some two hun- 
dred yards beyond, when som.e othër troops came, apparently from the 
north side, wounded one of my régiment and placed their flag on the 
gnns. Our flrst impression was that the Yanks were flanking us. I 
suppose we opened fire on the "lady" at about two hundred yards range 
and néver ceased un fil we halted some two or three hundred yards be- 
yond. Mr. Henry Hand, Gen. Rust's adjutant, is living hère, and says 
my statement is correct. Rev. A. T. Goodloe, of Station Camp, Tenu., 
will, I expect, be heard from, as he had me promoted for trying to 
catch the last Yank who left the "Lady." 

I am of the opinion that the Twenty-second Mississippi really 
believed she captured the "Lady." I did not do a great deal in the 
four years in infantry but I do want my own and no more. 

THE REBEL FLAG CAPTURE. 
Account of capture of rebel colors by George Rollet of com- 
pany "H." 7th lowa. 

Chicago, 111., July 28th, 18^. 
Mr. George Rollett, Fort Madison, lowa. 

Friend and Comrade: Your's of récent date asking for my 
recollections of the capture of the rebel flag at Corinth, Misd^Oct. 4th, 
1862, is at hand. I remember the circumstances well. The rebels had 
charged close up to our lines when the réception we gave them was so 
warm they were forced to seek shelter behind the many stumps and 
logs near them. Immediately in front of our company, from behînd a 
stump, a rebel color-bearer was waving his flag. I tried my marks- 
manshlp on the confederate gentleman, but the flag still waved. When 
our line was forced to give way. flve or six of Company D remained 
long enough to take one more shots at our southern cousins. I finished 
loading flrst and was priming when I saw the bearer raise and ad- 
vance with the colors. I called the attention of our squad to him. We 
ail flred at him about the same time, except yourself. At the crack 
of your gun the bearer and flag went to earth. Later on when the 
fleld was once more ours, y ou was flrst to reach the spot where lay the 
dead cojor-bearer, holding with a death-grip the staff of the flag he 
had so bravely carried. You secured the flag and passed It up to Col. 
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E. W. Rlce, who carried it until the close of the battle. I hâve read 
the statement of W. B. Davis claimlng that Wm. Barry, of the Second 
lowa, captured a flag at Corinth. That may be so, but if he did and 
it was taken from him, some one else (not Oen. Rice) took it, for those 
who knew him would never accuse Gen. Rice of stooping so low as 
to take a trophy from Its captor and giving it to another. He carried 
but one ilag through that fight, and that was the one you captured, 
Comrade Rollett. 

I cannot believe that any member of the brave old Second lowa 
would intentionally deprive one of the Seventh, who to the Second 
were as brothers during the four bloody years of the war, of any honor 
that was rlghtfully his— slmply a mistake on the part of Mr. Davis. 

Make any use of this statement you wish. 

Yours in F. C. and L., 

J. D. HAMILTON, 
Late Co. D, Seventh I. V. V. I. 

General Grant says in his memoirs that, "The battle of Cîorinth 
was bloody, our loss being 315 killed, 1,812 wounded, and 223 missing. 
The enemy lost many more. Rosecrans reported 1,^23 dead, and 2,225 
prlsoners. Among the killed on our slde was General Hackleman. 
General O^lcsby was badly wounded, it was for some time supposed 
mortally wounded. I reccived a congratuTatory letter from the Presi- 
d'?nt, which expressed also his sorrow for the losses." In describing 
that battle I can not do better than quote from Kilmer's description 
of that nght. 

At Corinth, Miss., Oct. 3 and 4, 1862, General Earl VanDom at- 
temped to 'w^rest the great prize of the valley from the grasp of Grant, 
The fall of Corinth into the hands of the Confederates would mean 
that Grant's victories at Fort Henry, Donelson and Shiloh early in 
the year had been in vain. Corinth at the time was the advance post 
of the Fédérais in the soiithwest. Grant was at Jackson, Tenu., and 
maintained a force of 12,000 at Bolivar, with another at Memphis under 
Sherman numbering 7,000. The garrison at Corinth mustered 25,000 
and was commanded by Rosecrans. VanDom, having united his own 
army with that of. Sterling Price, Vlllepigue, Lovel and Rust, after 
the repuise of Price at luka Sept. 20, had over 40,000 troops in the 
fleld, and he boldly considered striking Memphis, Bolivar or Corinth. 

Grant was in doubt where VanDom would appear. A large Con- 
federate army was across the border In Kentucky, and every Fédéral 
soldier that could be spared from the défense of the Memphis and 
Corinth région was needed to défend the line on the Ohlo. Grant and 
his gênerais must therefore fight it out with VanDom alone. 
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HENRY I. SMITH, 
First Serioreant Company "B,'' .862. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



VETBEAN VOLUNTEER INFANTRY 79 

VanDorn and Price were véhément, not to say raBh, leaders 
in battle. They planned to surprise Rosecrans at Corinth with one 
column and, engaging him in his works, brlng up a fresh column 
and clinch the victory. But Rosecrans was bold as well. When he 
heard that the enemy was after Corinth he marched his troops out 
to give battle in front of the works. 

Rosecraps* center division under General Davles was flrst at- 
tacked by three Confederate divisions. VanDom's liile was so long 
that it overlapped Davies, and his troops fought heroically, but had 
to give ground step by step. Bvcry one of his brigade commanders 
fell early in the fight. General Hackleman was mortally' wounded 
while rallying the troops. General Ogiesby of Illinois was shot down 
at the same time. Some soldiers stooped to carry Ogiesby from the 
fleld. but he crled out; "Never mlnd me! Look yonder!" The Con- 
federates had broken the line and were rushing on to Corinth. Col- 
onel Baldwin, leader of the Third brigade, also fell. 

Countless deeds of heroism were enacted on Davies' line, for it 
was in a forlorn hope to keep the head of the Confederate column' at 
arm*s length until Rosecrans could draw his line back to the works. 
Lieut.Maxwell of Hackleman's brigade rushed lorward into the enemy's 
ranks and recaptured a regim entai standard that had just been lost. 
In falling back from an old redan which had been used at the begln- 
ning of the fight the Ffty-second Illinois left Private Murray alone 
behind the rampart. "It is orders to hold the fort to tlTe last/' he ex- 
claimed. A Confederate captain demanded Murray's surrender and 
when it was refused shot him with a revolver. Murray shot the cap- 
tain dead and also a private who attacked him. 

Both army leaders sighed for'one hour more of daylight'when night 
put an end to the battle on Oct. 3. In spite of the herofc fighting in the 
center of Rosecrans* line, VanDorn had carried his army to within 600 
yards of Corinth. But in fighting his way up VanDorn had merely 
driven a wedge between the Fédéral right and left. Rosecrans' right 
division under General Hamilton was ready when the sun went down 
to fall upon the Confederate rear. After dart Rosecrans drew ail his 
troops back inside the line of fortifications and stood ready for the 
battle which VanDorn sprung at daylight Oct. 4, After a short duel 
of artillery the Confédérales ceased fighting. The division which had 
the most important part in heading the charge did not move, but about 
8 o'clock the charging line marched out from the cover of the woods 
in splendid style. Rosecrans* troops, lying down in front of the bat- 
teries, could see the sont hem flags and the glint of the sim upon the 
advancing bayonets. The first Fédéral line attacked was unfortunate- 
ly placed, and the troops gave way. Rushing pellmell, the Confédér- 
ales were caught by the fire of Rosecrans' batteries. The force of the 
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charge was broken by the shells, but some of the boldest Confédérales 
daabed on into the Fédéral reserye artillery. 

The bloodiest figfating of the day was at Battery Robinett, a little 
work holding three guns, with a ditch in front five feet deep. This 
battery was assaulted again and again until the dead Confederates 
lay piled in ranks before it. When the head of the column at last 
reached the ditch, Colonel Rogers* leading the Second Texas, diamount- 
ed and, taking his flag from the hands of a dead color-bearer, the fifth 
to fall in the desperate charge, planted it upon the bank and stood by 
rallylng his men until he was pierced by eleven bullets. 

Colonel Rogers fell in front of the Eleventh Missouri infantry. 
That régiment lay, or knelt, rather, out of sight of the enemy in rear 
of the battery. The moment the force of the southem charge was 
broken the Missourians arose with wild cheers and charged bayonets. 
But the dead in front of Battery Robinett were not ail Confederates. 
At the beginning of the flght the Sixty-third Ohio lay about forty roda 
in advance of the Missouri régiment. A cloud of sharpshooters pre- 
ceeded the Confédérale column and took the Ohioans for thelr prin- 
cipal target. So deadly was their flre that when the charging column 
headed by Colonel Rogers reached the little fort the Ohio régiment 
had entirely disappeared. When the Ohioans arose to meet the Con- 
fédérale onslaught, there were 13 offlcers and 275 men in the line. 
More than half of the men and nine offlcers were killed or wounded, 
but the remuant, with the Eleventh Missouri, rushed after the Con- 
fédérales with their bayonets at the end of the last desperate charge. 

One of the Ohio boys made the mosl desperate flag capture of the 
day. In the last charge a gallant Texan marched in front of the col- . 
umn straighl for the fort. He was shot, and Privale Orin B. Gould 
of Company G sprang torward to seize the flag. A Confédérale cap- 
tain called out to his followers, "Save your colors." Grould was hit in 
the breast with a revolver shot, but brought off the trophy in Iriumph. 

The flght at the works of Corinth did not last over an hour. The 
Fédéral Battery Powell was captured by a brigade of Price's Missou- 
rians, but before help côuld corne up to hold it the assailants had been 
routed. By noon the Confederates were in full retreat. VanDom drew 
his army south into Mississippi, and it look no further part in the 
campaign around Corinth or the game General Bragg was playing in 
the invasion of Kentucky. 

GEORGE L. KILMBR. 

Gen. Grant said: *'The battle was recognized by mo as being a decid- 
ed vie tory." * * * 

Since the war it is koowQ that the result, as it was, was a crusbing 
blow to the enemy, and felt by him much more than it was appreciated 
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by the north. The battle relieyed me from any furtlier anxiety for the 
safety of the territory within my jurisdiction, and soon after recel v- 
ing relnfôrcementfl I suggested to the GSeneral-in-chlef a forward move- 
ment against VickBbizrg." . 



The following herolc incident is contributed by C. H. Troot, at 
that time Quartermasters Sergeant of the 7th lowa, who formerly be- 
longed to Co. "B." As a pièce of unrecorded history It is certaialy 
worthy of record. Thèse warehouses contained millions of rations, am- 
munltion and army stores that had been gathered and accumulated 
for the army for months, and now that Price had destroyed ail the 
supplies at luka, only a short time before, it will readily be seen what 
an immense damage to the army it would hâve been had they been de- 
stroyed. It would hâve necessitated the withdrawal of fhe army to 
its base for food, if nothing more. So that two enlisted men of the 
7th lowa can be truthfully credited with saving the retreat of the army 
and abandonment of territory captured at such an expense of life, 
suffering and treasure. 

A NARROW BSCAPB. 

The following incident was known only to two others of our 
régiment besides myself, and it has probably never received any pnb- 
licity. Ail who were at Corinth. Miss., during the months preceeding 
the battle of Ck)rintb on Oct. 3rd and 4th, 18G2, were aware of the large 
ware houses'-^rected by the government along the Une of the Memphls 
railroad. That which contained the commissary stores was an im- 
mense frame building, and at the time of the battle was fiUed tq the 
very roof with millions of rations which had been shipped in for the 
purpose of provisioning the entire army. It was reported at the time, 
that the Confederates had brought large wagon trains to take away 
the supplies they so sorely nceded and expeoted to capture. 

On the second day of the battle (Oct. i), the régiment was lylng 
in line of battle with Welkor's battery "H/' Ist Missouri Llght Artil- 
lery — on its right. It was a quiet, but hot afternoon, and for awhile 
tbere was nothing heard but the firing of our skirmishers and the 
discharge at regular intervais of shells from the battery. Taking 
advantàge of the convenient opportunity to procure the rations which 
would be required to supply the régiment that evening, I proceeded 
with one wagon to the commissary warehouse. The wagon went to 
the open door at the extrême end of the building, where the supplies 
were being delivered by Ben. Barbour— -afterwards Capt. of Co. I, 7th 
lowa, and who at that time had charge. Probably more than twenty- 
flve wagons were congregated about this door, from other régiments. 
Hitching my horsej entered at the rear end of the long building. Before 
I had reached less than one-third its entire length, I heard a terrifie 
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cannonading, and hurrylng back to the entrance to ascertain the mean- 
ing. I realized that the flght was on. Shells stnick the building and 
passed through it and our boys were driven into the very streets of 
the town. From the outside looking toward where the wagons had 
halted, I saw nothing but a cloud of dust in the wake of the teams 
that were flying out of harms way. Every store on the main street 
was hastily deeerted and stragglers and oamp followers helped them- 
selvea to what they wanted. The mule an'd Eorse corrals adjoining 
were emptied of stock, and citizen derks were riding in hot haste to 
the rear, in the direction of the Tennessee river. 

Ben. Barbour came up the length of the building to where I was 
—ail hia assistants, except one roustabout. having fled — and we de- 
bated what was best to be done. At this point the oMce derk who 
represented the Chief Clommissary in his absence from town, came 
riding to the warehouse, armed with sword and pistols and with a 
handful of matches, and orders that a barrel of ^hiskey be dumped 
from the pile, broken open, and the building fired immediately, to pre- 
Tent its falllng into the hands of the enemy. The situation certainly 
looked critical, but neither Ben. Barbour nor myoelf shared in the ex- 
citement of our friend, though we thought the place was doomed. 
However, through much argument, we finally persuaded him that the 
matches be left with us, and at the "last moment" we would fire the 
building and take our chance of escape on foot The flrlng along the 
lines was continuons, and from a rear door we distinctly saw the 
charges on Fort Robinett. After perhaps a half hour of suspense the 
enemy was driven back and from that moment the Confederates con- 
tinued their retreat and the battle was won. 

What the effect on our boys and on the enemy woul? hâve been, 
had the stores been destroyed is a matter for conjecture, but it was 
a narrow escape for them. 
Junction City, Kansas. C. H. TROTT. 



Capiain Trott is too modest to say that he was soon afterward 
promoted to Quartermaster of the Régiment with the rank of First 
Lieutenant, and that probably his heroic conduct and judgment in the 
foregoing alfair had much to do with his promotion. He was also in 
1864, promoted to Captian and Asst. Adjutant General, in which posi- 
tion he served to the close of the war. 

Rosecrans entire force, including reinforcements received the 
second day of the battle, in round numbers consisted of_ 20,000 men of 
ail arms, while the combined forces of VanDom and Price consisted 
of 40,000 men. 
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In General Van Dorn's address ^t his court martial in défense of 
hls misconduct and mismanagement of his army at t&e battle of Cor- 
inth, he says." ♦ ♦ ♦ "From ail the sources accessible to a cotia- 
mander I was satlsfied that the Union force at Corinth and its outposts 
did not much ezceed 20,000 men. Some of thelr outposts were at a 
distance from Ck)rinth ôf 15 or 20 miles. By a sudden and rapid at- 
tack on the place I expected to throw upon it a force superior \o that 
of the enemy, and I hoped to carry the place before the re-enforcements 
of ,the outposts could be drawn in. To this end I masked my attack on 
Cîorinth by threatening Bolivar. My advance on Bolivar had drawn the 
division off from Corinth to that point. I marched suddenly from 
Ripley to Pocahontas, equidistant between Bolivar and Corinth. My 
cavalry was thrown forward to both points. I tumed quickly toward 
Corinth, masking my infantry with cavalry up to Indian creek, within a 
short distance of the exterior works of Corinth, makihg it uncertain 
which place was the object of my attack. I eut the railroad between 
Bolivar and Corinth and no re-enforcements came from Bolivar to 
Corinth. Further to cover my design I worked on a bridge at Poca- 
hontas and left it unflnished. By the proof of the case it is manifest 
that I fell upon Corinth defending by less than 15,000 men." 



A WIFE ON THE BATTLË-FIBLD. 

The following extract from a letter, dated at Corinth, on the 
6th of October, 1862, vividly portrays the fearful émotions and anxlous 
thoughts which torture the mind of an observer, during the progress of 
battle, and narrâtes but one of the many harrowing iscenes of war: 

"O, my friend! how can I tell you of the tortures that hâve near- 
ly crazed me, for the last three days? Pen is powerless to trace, words 
weak to convey one tithe of the misery I hâve endured. I thoughl my- 
self strong before. I hâve seen so much of suffering that I thought 
m y nerves had grown steady, and I could bear anything; but today I 
am weak and trembling, like a frightened chlld. 

"But do not wonder at it. My dear husband lies beside me, woun- 
ded unto death, perhapn. I hâve lost ail hope of saving him, though I 
thank God for the privilège of being this moment beside him. Ând, 
besides this, ail around me the sufferers lie moaning in agony. There 
has beon little tlme to tend them, poor fellows. True, the surgeons are 
buBy ail the time, but ail the wounded hâve not yet been brought in, 
and it seems as if the lime will never come when our brave men shall 
hâve been made comfortable as circumstances may permit. It is awful 
to look around me. I can see every imaginable form of suffering, and 
yet am helpless to aid them any of conséquence. 

"Since jiight before last I hâve not left my husband's side for a 
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moment, except to get such things as I requlred, or to hand some poor 
fellow a cup of water. Even as I write, my heart throbs achlngly to 

hear the deep groans and sharp cries about me. F is sleepin^, but 

I dare not close my eyes, lest he should die while I sleep. And it is to 
keep awake, and In a manner relieve my overburdened heart, that I 
am now writing yoa under such sad circumstances. 

"On thé moming of the third instant the fight began. Tbe at- 
tack was made on 6en. McArtliur*s division, and we could plainly hear 
the roar of the artillery hère, as it is about two miles and a half dis- 
tant from this place. O, the fearful agony of that awful, awful day! 
I had only seen F — a moment early in the moming, but it was only a 
moment, when he bade me goodby,saying, hurriedly, as he tore himself 
away.: 'Pray for me, my wife, and if I fall, God protect you!' There 
was something in his look and tone which struck a chill to my heart, 
and every moment after I knew the fight had begUn, I felt as if he^had 
indeed fallen. I cannot tell how long it was before I heard that Ogles- 
by's brigade was engaged, but it seemed an âge to me. After that my 
agony was nearly intolérable. I ne ver had a thought of fear for myself ; 

I was thinking only of F . Then I got the word that he had been 

hotly pursued by the rebels, and had fallen back. 

"Late in the afternoon I succeded in gaining a little intelligible 
information. Poor Gen. Hackleman was shot through the neck, while 
giving a command, and fell mortally wounded. He died between ten 
and eleven o'clock the same night, I hâve since learned. Up to the 
time of receiving the wound he had acted with the greatest bravery and 
enthusiasm, tempered by coolness that made every action efTective. 
When dusk at last put an end to the flrst day's confiict, I learned that 
Qen. Oglesby had been dangerously wounded, but could gain no in- 
telligence of my husband. I could not bear the suspense. Dark as it 
was, and hopeless as it seemed to seàrch for him then, I started out 
to the battle-fleld. 

"O, how shall I describe the search of that nightt It looked like 
madness. But ail night long I staggered amongst blecding corpses, over 
dead horses, trampled limbs. shattered artillery — cverything that goes 
to make up the horrors of a battle-field when the conflict is over. 
They were removing the wounded ail night. O, think how awful to 
stumble over the dead, and hear the cries of the wounded and dylng, 
alone, and in the night-time. I had to start off alone, else they would 
not bave let me go. 

"As you may suppose, I could not find him, either among the 
living or the dead. But the next moming, just after sunrise, I came 
to a little clump of timbers, where a horse had fallen— his head shot off, 
and his body half covering a man whom I supposed dead. His face was 
to the ground; but, as I stooped to look doser, I perceived a slight 
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movement of the body, tlien heard a faint moan. I stooped and tumed 
the face upward. The head and face were covered witb blood, but when 
I tumed it to the light» I knew it in Bplte of its disfiguration. O 6od! 
the agony of that moment sickened me almost to suffocation. Witl^ a 
strength I thought impossible in me, I drew hlm, crushed and bleeding, 
from beneath the carcass of our poor old horse, whom we had both so 
loved and petted, and dipping my handkerchief in a little pool of wa- 
ter among the bushes, bathed his face, and pressed some molsture be- 
tween his parched, swollen lips. He was utterly senseless» and there 
was a dreadful wound in his head. Both limbs were crushed hopelessly 
beneàth his horse. He was utterly beyond the reach of human skill 
to save, but as soon as possible I had him conveyed to the hospital. 
I hâve nursed hlm ever since— hopelessly, and with a heart breaking 
with grief. O, how many wives, how many mothers, are to-day mourn- 
ing the dead and dying as I moum my dying! He has not opened'his 
eyes to look at me, or spoken to me, since he fell. O, could he but 
speak to me once before he dies, I should give him up with more résig- 
nation. But to die thus— without a look or word! Ô, my heart is 
breakihg!" 

We bivouaced on the battle-ûeld on the night of Saturday the 
flfth» and on Sunday morning joined in the pursuit; the positioa of 
oùr division being in the rear and being ordered to gather the prop- 
erty abandoned in their retreat, we only advanced a few miles. The 
next morning we returned to Corinth and buried our dead who had be- 
come bloated and decomposed. The enemy's cavalry had attacked our 
camp during our absence, but the teamsters and convalescents left there 
on guard had made such a vlgoroua défense that tEey did not succeed 
in doing much damage. The report of the wagonmaster of the Union 
Brigade in charge was that with a force of 18 men he repulsed a hun- 
dred of the enemy, killing four and woundlng three, with a loss of only 
one man wounded. General Davies, who commanded the division re- 
ported the Seventh lowa capturéd six prisoners and one stand of 
colors. The Second, 31 prisoners and a stand of colors. Lient David- 
son, of the 52nd lUs., on General Sweeny's staff, also capturéd a 
stand of rebel colors. He also says, "I also wish to particularly mention 
Colonel E. W. Rice of the 7lh lowa, for gallantry and meritorious 
conduct on the fleld." 
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REPORT OP (X)L. BLLIOTT W. RICB, SBVENTH lOWA INPANTRY. 

Hdqrs. Seventh Regt. lowa Infantry VoIél 

Rienzi, MlsB., October 10, 1862. 

Sir: I havé the honor to submlt the following report of the part 
taken by the Seventh Régiment lowa Infantry in tfie battle of Ck)rinth 
on October 3 and 4: 

On the morning of the 3rd I received the order of Brigadier-Gén- 
éral Hackleman, commanding the First Brigade, Second Division, Army 
of the Tennessee, to march my command from Camp Montgomery via 
Ck)rinth in the direction of Chewalla. I left camp with 327 mçn and 
26 officers, my largest company (K) being on detached service, guard- 
ing the railroad, 5 miles east of Ck)rinth. Line of battle waa formed 
1 mile west of Corlnth, wlth my régiment on the left of the brigade. 
This line was changed to one three-quarters of a mile in front (west). 
After this line was formed I was ordered to proceed with my régiment 
and one section of the First Missouri Light Artillery and reconnoiter 
the front as far as the old line of breastworks. I moved my command 
cautiously and gained the position designated without discovering the 
enemy, placed the battery in favorable position, with my régiment to 
support it, and dispatched my adjutant to report the résuit of the recon- 
naissance. The whole division then advancêd, and my command was 
agaln on the left of the brigade. 

About 1 p. m. a successful charge was made by the enemy on the 
fortifications defended by the brigade on my left Our position was 
fianked, and I was ordered to move my command about one-half mile 
to the rear, where line of battle was again formed. This line was soon 
changed to one stlll farther to the rear, and I was ordered to support 
the battery. I placed my command in favorable position immediately 
on the right of the battery' and ordered my men to lie down. The 
enemy's battery was placed directly in front of my command, and a 
most terrifie cannonading ensued. My men held this position firmly and 
unflinchingly for an hour and a quarter exposed to a murderous fire 
of Shell and canister. Our battery, havlng exhausted its ammunftion, 
retired, and the rebel infantry advancêd in strong force. My men were 
kept concealed until the enemy advancêd to within short range, when 
I opened fire upon them from my whole line and for a tlme held them 
in- check. They soon rallied, and I was ordered to take position farther 
to the rear. The enemy moved on, our whole brigade made a sudden 
charge, and the enemy were again checked, thrown into some confusion, 
and repulsed. This gave an opportunlty to take a more favorable po- 
sition, and another line was formed between the whlte house and Bat- 
tery Robinett at a point where the two howltzers were posted. This 
position was held until most of the wounded had passed to the rear 
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and my ammunitlon was entirely ezhausted, when, 1^ order of General 
Davis, my command was placed to support a battery on the left of 
Battery Robinett. Gaining this position, I immediately supplied my 
men with 40 rounds of ammunition. Night coming on, the battle of the 
3rd was ended and I had iQSt many noble men. 

At 10 p.m. I received Colonel Sweeny's order to proceed with my 
command to a position east of Gorinth, and at 1 o'clock the following 
morning my régiment was moved to a Une north of Corinth, when a 
Une of battle was formed fronting west, my position in the brigade being 
still on the left At 3:30 o'clock the enemy's artillery commenced 
shelling the town, and at about 10 o'clock I was ordered to proceed 
wlth my command to the front and deploy It as skirmishers. This 
deployment was made and the two center companies Eeld as a réserve. 
After advancing a short distance I ascertained that the enemy were 
Crossing the railroad in force to a position on the right I immediately 
dispatched Lieutenant-Colonel Parrott to General Davies with this in- 
formation, who at once ordered me to retum to my former position. I 
had but gained it for a short time when the enemy appeared and charged 
on the battery defended by the brigade on the right of the flrst The 
brigade on my left was attacked at the same time. I opened a vigorous 
oblique fire on the enemy charging the battery and continued II until 
General Rosecrans ordered me to cease firing. Soon the brigade on my 
left fell back. The enemy gaining position on my left flank, I was 
ordered to retire a short distance. I halted my command about 60 
yards in the rear. An advance was soon ordered, and I immediately 
gained the position just abandoned anfl the enemy was driven Inlo 
tne woods. They made another attempt, directly in front of my régi- 
ment, to charge the baftery. My men held their position firmly, check- 
ing the enemy, who took refuge from the storm of bullets which was 
ralned upon them in the abatls. The Seventeenth lowa coming up on 
my left fiank, I advanced rapidly upon the rebel position, when they 
broke and ran in great confusion. My command had fired the whole of 
the 40 rounds of cartridges with which it had been supplied in the 
morning, but was immediately supplied, without leaving the field, by 
my excellent quartermaster. Lieutenant Forsha, who, regardless of Per- 
sonal safety, was ever ready to supply my command with ammunition 
even in the beat of battle. I remained in position during the balance 
of the day and at night bivouaced on the battle-fleld. 

The following morning I received orders to move on the road tow- 
ard Chewalla in pursult of the enemy. When about 3H miles from Cor- 
inth I was ordered to report with my command to General Rosecrans. 
By his order I bivouaced for the night at the collège. The day following 
I was ordered 2 miles south of Corinth, and on the 7tH of this month 
was ordered to this post. 
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Those in the battle, with few exceptions, stood nobly with thoir 
colora, dealing death and destruction to {he enemy and only leaying 
their place when severely wounded or ordered to change position. 

I must make spécial mention of Lieutenant-Colonel Parrott, who 
with great bravery and coolness cheered and encouraged the men to 
renewed vigor. Notbing but the most undaunted courage and Mtter 
détermination could hâve been successful for a moment in holding in 
check the overwhelming numbera that pressed down upon us on the 
3rd. Yet with our little band the enemy were twice checked and re- 
pulsed. 

Before we were ordered to the last Une on Friday my amniunitlon 
was entirely ezhausted. 

It is with pleasure I make favorable mention of almost ail my offl- 
cers who were engaged in the two days' battle. Major McMullan did effi- 
cient service until he was wounded and disabled on the eveaing of the 
3rd. Capt Conn, although wounded, remained with his command 
through both days' battle. Captalns Hedges and Mahon, !eft in camp 
. sick. left their beds and came on the battle-field on Saturday, and did 
efficient service. Their companies were well commanded BYiday by 
Lieutenants Dillin and Sergent. Lieutenant Gale displayed great gal- 
lantry, and was very severely wounded in the battle of the 4th» after 
whlch the company was bravely led by Lieutenant Morriaon. Cap- 
tains Irvin and Reineger also performed their dutles nobly. I muât 
also mention Lieutenants Uope, Loughridge, Irwin, McCormick, Ben- 
nett, and Beqa Captain Smith, who was kiUed in the last hour of the 
battle of the 4th, was one of the most promising young officers of the 
service. He was brave, cool, and delibërate in battle, and very efficient 
in ail his duties. Color Sergt. Aleck Field was wounded in the bat- 
tle of the 3rd. Afterwards the colors were borne by William Akers, cî 
Company 6, who was also wounded. They were then carried by Oeorge 
Craig, of Company B, ail the color guard, with the exception of one. 
being either killed or wounded. Sergeant-Major Cameron, severely 
wounded, must not escape favorable mention for his bravery and valu- 
able duties upon the field. 

While it is a pleasure to record the noble and heroic conduct of so 
many of the officers and men we moum the loss of our gallant dead, 
sympathizlng deeply with the unfortunate wounded. More than one- 
third of those taken into action are wounded or lie dead beneath the 
battle-field. With this sad record we can send to lowa the gratlfylng 
Word that her unfortunate sons fell with their faces to the enemy, bat- 
tang gloriously for their country's holy cause. 

Surgeon Lake (to whom I am indebted for the remarkagle healthy 
condition of my command) and his assistant labored day and nigiit to 
alleviate the sufterings of the wounded. 
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We captured a number of prisoners and one stand of rebel cplors. 

The deatb of Brigadier-General Hackleman cast a gloom over ail 
who were under bis command. His coolncss, bravery, and emlnent abil- 
ity secured for him the entlre confidence and esteem of ail under fils 
command. and I beg leave to expess for my command the entlre confi- 
dence they repose in yourself and Brigadier-General Davies. 

"With sentiments of high regard, colonel, I am, yery truly, your 
obedient serrant, 

E?LLIOTT W. RICB. 
Ck>lonel Seventh lowa Infantry. 
Col T, W. SWBBNY. 

Commanding First Brigade, Second DiTtsion. 
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REPORT OP COL. THOMAS W. SWEBNY. 

Headquarters First Brigade, Second Division, 

October 15, 1862. 

Sir: I hâve the honor to submit tbe following report of the part 
takcn by tbis brigade in tbe battle of Gorintb, on tbe 3rd and 4tli in- 
stant, and tbe subséquent pursuit of.tbe enemy. 

In compliance witb orders from division beadquarters we left Camp 
Montgomery at daybreak on the 3rd witb three days' rations in baver- 
sacks, and marcbed through Corintb to tbe rebel breastworks, about 2^ 
miles nortbwest of tbe town, wbere we formed line of battle. Général 
Sullivan's brigade took position on a hill about tbree-fourtbs of a 
mile on our rigbt, and Général Ogiesby's brigade immediately on our 
left. I detailed two companies of the Ffty-second Illinois and posted 
tbem about 400 yards to the right of the brigade to watch the move- 
ments of the enemy in that direction. We formed line of battle when 
first we went out about 1 mile in rear of the above position. From 
tbis point we were ordered by General Davies to send forward one régi- 
ment of infantry to support a section of artillery and to feel the enemy. 
The Seventh lowa was sent forward as far as the breastworkîB, which 
the brigade occupied sbortly afterward. This régiment penetrated the 
swamps on the left of our position and reported no enemy there. £bout 
10 a.m. our skirmisbers, who had been thrown out in front of the breast- 
works, met those of the enemy, and sharp firing continued for a few 
minutes, when our skirmisbers fell back bebind the breastworks. The 
artillery now opened a brisk fire, and in a few minutes the Second Bri- 
gade, commanded by General Oglesby, was hotly engaged witb tbe 
enemy, the latter charging in heavy columna on the breastworks in the 
face of a well directed fire of artillery and infantry. After a sharp 
struggle the Second Brigade gave way before overpowering numbers of 
tbe enemy, leavlng dur left flank entirely exposed. The artillery con- 
tinued pouring grape and cannister into the ranks of tbe enemy, appar- 
ently wltbout effect, thougb tbey must bave suftered severely. Word 
was now sent to General Davies of tbe condition of tbings in front, who 
ordered the line to fall back. The Second division fell back about half 
a mile, tbe First Brigade retiring in perfect order, when we again 
formed line of battle in an open field; but the enemy appearing on our 
left flank, our Unes fell back still farther and took up a position in front 
of the white bohse, this brigade occupying the extrême right. 

The régiments composing the brigade were posted as follows: Tbe 
Fifty-second Illinois on the right, the Second lowa on the left of the 
Fifty-second, and tbe Seventh lowa on the left of the Second. The 
Union Brigade came up at this point from DanviUe and was posted on 
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the left of the battery, which was !n position on the left of the Seventh 
lowa. 

About 2 p. m. a sharp artillery duel commenced between our bat- 
tery and tbat of the enemy, which was posted about 600 yards in front of 
our Une near the "white house, which was subsequently converted into a 
temporary hospital. While this was going on I suggested to Oeneral 
Hackleman the necessity of taking some measures to protect our right 
flank, there being none of our troops in that direction as far as I could 
see, and the enemy's columns could be plainly seen moving that way. 
With his permission I placed the Ffty-second minois in position across 
the rallroad about 200 yards on our right The enemy's sklrmishers 
were seen in the woods at this point, but after exchanging a few shots 
with us they hastlly withdrew. After a careful reconnaisance I was 
convinced that the rebels gave up the idea of attacklng us at this point, 
and moved the régiment back to its original position on the right of 
the brigade. It had hardly been placed in Une when the enemy burst 
from the woods in front in magnlfieent style in. columns by divisions, 
and moved swiftly across the open fleld until within point-blank range, 
when they deployed into Une and opened a tremendous fire, moving 
steadily to the front ail the time. Our men, who had been ordered to 
lie down, now rose and poured in their fire with such deadly effect that 
the foe, after a short but sanguinary struggle, reeled, broke, and fled in 
dismay. Again they advanced, but were forced back at the point of 
the bayonet with great slaughter, our men driving them across the open 
field and into the woods. 

It was in this charge that bnfve Col. Baker fell mortally wounded. 
His last words. "I die content; I hâve seen my régiment victoriously 
charglng the enemy," were worthy of hlm. The enemy now receiving 
heavy re-enforcements, the Aghting between hlm and the Ffty-second 
Illinois and Second and Seventh lowa became desperately lerce, the 
right of the Union Brigade having given way at the very- beginning 
of the engagement. Just at this juncture part of Mower's brigade 
moved up to our support, but before they could be deployed into Une 
they become pânic-stricken and broke in confusion. 

It was while endeavoring to rally thèse men that Gênerais Hackle- 
man and Oglesby were wounded. The former received his death-wound 
while thus rallying troops to sustain his own gallant brfgade. His last 
words were, "I am dylng, but I die for my country. If we are victo- 
rious, send my remains home; if not, bury me on the field." No nobler 
sentiment was ever uttered by soldier or patriot. A7ter he fell the com- 
mand of the brigade devolved upon me, and the fight continued with 
unabated fury until our ammunition was almost expended; but by this 
time the enemy had almost disappeared from our front, although it 
was évident he was massing his troops on our left, for the purpose of 
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tuming our flank. About this tlme a régiment of Colonel Mow^r's bri- 
gade relieved the Fifty-second Illinois, which was out of ammunition, 
and an order being receiyed from General Davies a few minutes after 
to fall back, we retired in good order and took positions on the 
right of Fort Robinett. It was now 5 p. m., and a fresh supply of am- 
munition was hère distributed to the troops. 

Our loss in this fight was heavy, but that of the enemy must hâve 
been terrible. The fire was so hot and well sustained by the men that 
several offlcers of the Fifty-second Illinois told me that the gun-barrels 
were so heated the men could scarcely hold them, and the charges ac- 
tually exploded while being loadèd, and wanted to know what they 
would do. I told them to continue the lire, if necessàry, until the guns 
burst. About 10 p. m. I received an order to move my brigade to the 
rear of General Ord's old headquarters and form Une of battle fadng 
to the north. From this place I was ordered about 2:30 o'clock on the 
morning of the 4th to take position on the Purdy road, Jn the suburbs 
of the town, to the north, the right of my brigade restlng on the redan 
occupied by Lieutenant Green, of the First Missouri Artillery, with 
fouf guns. Two more were placed in the interval between the Fifty- 
second Illinois and Second lowa. Hère the brigade stacked arms in 
line of battle and bivouaced till daybreak. 

From early dawn until 8 a. m. a brisk are was kept up between 
our batteries and those of the enemy until the latter were silenced or 
captured. About this time I received orders to send out a régiment from 
my brigade to the support of Colonel Burke's sharpshooters, who were 
then sharply engaged with the enemy in the woods to the right and 
front of my position. The Seventh lowa waS detached for this purpose, 
but had scarcely been deployed when it was recalled. I also ordered in 
two companies, sent out the night before to guard the Purdy road on 
our right. An ominous silence took place for a few moments, when a 
Sharp rattling of musketry was heard, àccompanied by heavy volleys, 
and the enemy's columns burst through the woods in front and to the 
right, driving the sharpshooters before them and foUowing close upon 
thelr heels. Colonel Burke's regimeùt fought llke heroes and disputed 
every inch of ground as they fell back on my posftion. I cautioned 
my men. who were lying on the ground, to réserve their fire until the 
enemy got within point-blank range, and then fire low and keep per- 
fectly cool. It was a terribly beautiful sight to see the enemy's col- 
umns advance, in despite of a perfect storm of grape and cannister, shell 
and rifle bail; still on they marched and fired, though fheir ranks were 
perceptibly thinned at every step. The brigade stood firm as a rock, 
and the men loaded and fired with the coolnesa and précision of vét- 
érans, when ail of a sudden the troops on the right of the redan (a bri- 
gade of Hamilton's division) gave way and broke. The Fist Missouri 
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Artlllery, In the redan, and the two pièces on the left of the Pfty-sec- 
ond, limbered up and galloped off in wild confusion through our re- 
serves, killing Ëeveral of our men and scattering the rest. My Une re- 
mained still unbroken, pouring deadly voUeys into the enemy's ranks, 
who, taking advantage of the panic on the right, moved their columns 
obliquely in that direction and charged up the redan. Unfortunately 
the offlcer in command of the Pifty-second Ifllnois, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wilcox, instead of meeting the enemy boldly, ordered the régiment to 
fall back without authorlty; and before I could hait it the régiment 
broke. The Union Brigade gave way aimultaneously with the fHfty- 
second, but portions of the Second and Seventh lowa still held fheir 
ground and kept the enemy Va check until the rest of my brigade was 
rallied, when I ordered the colors of the Second and Seventh lowa to 
fall back and form their régiments on the si de hill. out of range of tho 
enemy's flre, which they did almost immediately. I now ordered the line 
to charge on the enemy, who had by this time gaineâ the crest of the 
hlll in our front. With a shout that was heard through our whole lines 
the men of the FMrst Brigade rushed upon the enemy. Those who had 
given way a short time before, belng evidonfly ashamed of the momen- 
tary panic that had seized them, seemed determlned to wipe out the 
stain upon their courage by their reckl^ss daring. The foe, reluctant to 
abandon the advantage he had gained. fought stubbornly for a while, 
but was finally oompelled to give way. retreating in great confusion 
through the swamps and abatis to the woods, hotly pursued by our men. 
Hère I stopped the pursuit until the batteries on the hill to our left and 
rear should cease firing, as they shelled the ground directly in front of 
us. I sent an order to that eftect to the ofllcer in command of the bat- 
tery, and the firing ceased in a short time. I detailed some men of my 
brigade to work one of the recaptured guns, there being no artillery- 
men présent, and "General Lyon'* (the name of gun) did good exécu- 
tion on the flying enemy. 

In this charge we retook the rednn and the guns that were aban- 
doned by the artillery, 12G prisoners, and 4 standa of colors. Among the 
prisoners were 3 colonels, 4 captains, and 3 lieutenants. Thus ended 
the battle of the 4th. 

" On FYiday morning the brigade left Camp Montgomery with 77 
commissioned officers and 1,021 enlisted men. The Union Brigade joined 
it that aftemoon with 15 commissioned officers and 326 men, making a 
total of 92 commissioned officers and 1,347 men. 

On Saturday night we bivouaced on the fleld, so warmly contested 
that day, with a loss of 31 commissioned officers and 38G enlisted men, 
thus showing a loss of one-third of the brigade durlng the two days* 
conflict of the 3rd and 4th. 
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On Sunday morning we commenced the purauit of the enemy, and 
proceeded by the Chewalla road as far as Ruckersvllle, from which 
place we were ordered back, and arrlved at Camp Montgomery on tbe 
12th, much fatigued, but in good spirits. 

.On the 5th instant the Second an^l Seventh lowa were detached 
from my brigade and ordered back to Corinth to report tô General 
Rosecrans. 

On the 6th I was detached, with a régiment of infantry (the Fifty- 
second Illinois) and a section of artillery, to guard the passage of the 
river at Young's Bridge, on the Tuscumbia. Whlle making the neces- 
sary préparations for that purpose I recelved information from skir- 
mishers which I had thrown across the river that mounted pickets were 
seen in the woods about half a mile in front I gave orders to ad- 
vance cautiously and ilnd out who they were. In a short time a pris- 
oner was brought in. who informed.me that he belonged to a Kansas 
régiment of cavalry, two companies of which were thrown out as scouts 
to watch the ford I was guarding, and thàt they 6elonged to Ck>lonel 
Lee's command, which was at Bone Yard, 9 miles distant. ' I sent across 
the river for the offlcers of this detachment and they confirmed the 
statement of the prisoner. A little before this I recelved a note h*om 
General Davies, informing me that the enemy w«ré completely routed 
and dispersed in the woods and to Join my command immediately. 
This news I communicated to Captain Hottston, of thè Kansas Scouts, 
and requested him to inform Colonel Lee of tt, that he might take the 
necessary steps to intercept and eut off the flytHg enemy. 

Before closlng this report I gladly bear witness to the heroic con- 
duct of offlcers and men of this brigade, who so nobly fought» bled, and 
died to sustain the honor of that glorioufl flag nnder whose tolûs they 
had so often marched to victory. Particularly do I regret the foss of the 
heroic General llackleman, the gallant Colonel Baker, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mills (Second lowa), and the chivalric Lieutenant Brainard, 
Fifty-second Illinois. I also acknowledge the valuable services ren- 
dered me by Captains Randall and Lovell, assistant adjutant-generals, 
and Lieutenant Everts. aide-de-camp, on Saturday, the 4th. 

Dr. E. Winchester, surgeon of the Fifty-second Illinois deserves 
great crédit for his indefatigable exertions during the battle in alleviat- 
inç the suffering of the wounded. While in charge of the principal 
nospital at the Corinth House, during the shelling of the town by the 
enemy, on the morning of the 4th, he removed nearly lOU patients from 
there to a place of safety with no other assistance than that rendered 
him by Dr. Rohr, of the Fifty-second Illinois, and some of the proprie- 
tors of the Corinth House. 

My orderlies also did me good service on the 4th, particularly John 
Colley and Michael F. Mee, of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry, the latter being 
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severely wounded in the heàd' and the former fiaving two balls pass 
through his clothes — one through his hat and the otber through the 
leg of his pants— while in tbp performance of tlieir duty. 

Lieutenant Maxwell, of the Union Brigade, seeing the colora of his 
régiment in the hands of a rebel, gallantly nished into tfie ranks of the 
enemy, rescued the colors, and brought them hack in triumph to his 
régiment. 

Private Murray, of Company B, Fifty-second Illinois, when the 
régiment fell hack from the redan, refused to retire, saying "it was Col- 
onel Sweeny's orders to hold the fort to the laat." He was ordered by a 
rebel captain to surrender, and upon his refusmg tb do so was fired at 
and wounded in the hand by the captain's revolver; wherenpon Murray 
shot him dead. He was then attacked by a private, whom he also 
dispatched. He brought ofF the captaln's revolver as a trophy of his 
bravery. By this time our troops rallied, came to his rescue, and drove 
the rebels out of the redan. 

Captain Wilcox, of the. Fifty-second Illinois, was taken sick on the 
morning of the 3rd, and in conséquence did not participate in the en- 
gagements of either the 3rd or 4th. As for myseff, tfie only injury I 
sustained was having my horse shot under me. A spent bail strucl^ me 
on the right leg, but did no harm. 

I am, very reepectfùUy, your obedient servant, 

T. W. SWBENY. 
Comdg. First Brig., Second Div., Army of West Tennessee. 



On the 7th of October we went to Rienza where we did outpost 
duty for a short time, thence to Boneyard, Miss^» 10 miles from Corinth, 
where we establlshed camp continuing outpost and vldette duty. The 
weather was cold and disagreeable, bélng wet, with snow, some- 
thing unusual in Mississippi. The duty hère was arduous; men be- 
ing required to do picket duty every other night, with many sick and 
exhausted from the late strenuous battis and marching. While hère 
our rations were short, necessitating more or less foraging from the 
country to appease hunger. Nicholas Hoit and four men of Co. "C," 
were surprised and taken prisoners by rebel cavalry while out on 
an expédition after food. They were taken to Holly Springs, thence 
to Jackson, and with twelve others taken to Vicksburg, Miss.; it was 
ordered that four of the party should be retained as hostages and were 
required to drew lots to see who should be the unfortunâte four; Hoit 
was one of the number and they were put in close confinement in the 
Jail, until a few days before the surrender of Vicksburg, when they 
were relieved as hostages and allowed the privilège of the Jail yard 
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as <»rdîiiary prlsoners of war. Just before the surrender ail prisondrs 
there were paroled and sent to St^ Louis. ' ' 

On the 30th of October, 18^, ! Brigadier General Q. M. Dodse 
succeeded General Davies in the comûiand of the Division; subseQoait- 
ly he was promoted to Major General and given command of tbe left . 
wing of the 16th Army Corps, which he rètained until the l^th o( 
August, 1864, when he was serverely wounded in a rifle pit before and 
at the siège of Atlanta» when he resigned on account of hi^ severe 
wound. During ail this time we were under hls immédiate command. 

It was not until the wlnter of 1862 that the army in the west 
was organized into army corps, when the 13th Corps was made up of 
troops imder Grant's army and he was put in command of the same, 
with General Sherman commanding the right wing of that corps. Our 
Division was in that Corps under General Grant 

We remain cd at Boneyard, Miss., doing outpost duty during the 
wlnter of 1862 and '63. It was a desolate, uninteresting hamlet with 
a post office and one store, our supplies had to be hauled through the 
woods and swamps by team, and our mail by mounted couriers who had 
to nm the gauntlet of guérillas who infes^ed the country. Heavy 
détails also had to be sent with the teams to guard them when haul- 
ing the supplies from Corinth twelve miles distant 

In the sprlng we broke camp and marched to Bethel, Tenn., on 
the Mobile and Ohlo R. R. Headquarters of the régiment were estab- 
lished at Betl^el, with some of the companies scattered along the rail- 
road to guard bridges and patrol the road. Captain Reiniger of Com- 
pany "B/*was appointed Provost Marshal, and Co."B"was sent to B^rr's 
Mills. We relieved an Illinois régiment who had been there through 
the wlnter. They had built log buts at each post, with stockades for 
protection in case of attack by superior forces. As we had left our 
tents at Corinth it was very convenient for us to move into the corn- 
fortable quarters vacatcd by thèse régiments. As we had nothing to do 
but patrol the road once a day and guard the bridges, to keep the 
rebcl cavalry or disloyal citizen s from burning bridges and destroy- 
ing our communication, we had the mo^ comfortable and easiest 
time of ouT whole service. 

We found some of the citizens of the country very loyal and 
conTeuial. During our stay there a régiment of cavalry was mised 
at Purdy, the county seat, which was only six miles distant. As we 
felt that we were in a country with some loyal friends, and the régi- 
ment was so scattered that dress parade, drill and inspection were not 
roq^ired and duty light, for diversion ail hands tlîrew aside restraint 
and set out to bave a good time after the rigorous service we had 
passed through. ! . 
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Company "B" built a log building 20x40 for a bail room, took 
up part of the floor ot Farr's mill and relaid it in our company hall 
to dance on. The roof was covered wlth shakea rove by hand out of 
the adjoining timber, where ail material except floor was obtained; 
ail being constructed by the work and ingenuity of the men. When 
completed it was qulte a creditable building, if it was somewhat crude. 
The hall was opened by a grand bail given by company "B," to which 
ail the regimental officers and some others were invited. As It was 
to be a swell affair. great préparations were made for the ban- 
quet and opening. Bllly Mason was chosen floor manager, Lient. Fol- 
Bom flddler, with the orderly sergeant as first asssistant. Dave An- 
drews was put in charge of the cuisine and menu, with nigger George 
as cook. Dave secured some dried apples somewhere and real butter 
from the country;so that with cofiTee and our army rations we had a 
great feast. We had slumgull^on, desicated potatoes, boiled ham, fried 
bacon, soft bread, hard tack, coffee with brown sugar and conden9ed 
milk, pie and apple pie, butter. on two plates, and apple sauce ail over 
the table; with commisary cigars for the men and snufF for the ladies 
to chew, and gum for those who did not dip. 

The banquet and bail were held in the afternoon, as the mama's 
objected to hâve the girls go to camp after dark. There were no spring 
vehicles in the country — everybody in that country goes horseback. As 
we had nothing but heavy wagons, we borrowed the army mules of the 
wagon master to convey the ladies in from the country. The writer 
succeeded in getting two mules to convey two girls he had engaged; 
one rode behind him, the other riding the oif mule by his side with 
an army blanket for a saddle. 

tÀ.fter the feast the tables were carried oùt and the floor cleared 
. for the dance. Billy Mason, the manager, had got hold of a paper 
collar somewhere, put bacon grease on his hair, blacked his shoes, so 
that with his important position, suave manners and gênerai goôd 
looks, he rather put the rest of the company in the shade and was 
the favored of the ladies and the envy of the rest of the boys. Col. 
Parrott with Katy — ,the belle of the balliwick,led the grand march,with 
Adjutant Bowler and other officers in dress suits. Lient. Folsom 
agitated the féline intestines on the fiddle that brought out the pat- 
riotic goose pimples ail over us, and with feelings of pride, 
the festivlties went ofiC with éclat and ES-Splrit-DE CORPS, or 
fiomething of that kind — at any rate it went ofiC. The program consist- 
ed mostly of Virginia Réel, Money Musk, cotillions and other flat dances 
as the people in that country did not know much about the round 
dances. After a while Bllly Mason, the floor manager, thought he 
would like to change to a round dance. The leader of the orchestra 
was asked to play a waltz and Billy started to show them how to do 
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it. I was sitting next to Bily's girl, she was an ancient dame of gothtc 
style of architecture, with stâined amber teeth, made so by snult dlp- 
ping which many of the ladies of the soutn were addlcted to, when Ee 
came up to her in his most gallant and persuasive manner and asked- 
her to waltz with him. She decllned, giving as a reason thaf'It made 
hér puke." That settled it, the round dances were given up. I told 
some of the boys of her answer, and ever afterwards the by-word to 
Billy Was, "Oh, go ofF, you make me puke." He threatened to murder 
me for it, but never did. . 

Dan. Shannon, of company "B," married a girl residlng near 
there, built a cabin in the camp, lived with her wfille we stald an9 af- 
ter the war brought her to lowa and lived with her until he died. 

On the 7th of June, 1863, companies of the régiment werê got 
together for the first time slnce early spring, broke camp and march- 
ed to Corinth, where we arrived on the next day and re-unlted with 
the brigade; which now consisted of the 2nd and 7th lowa, the S2nd 
Uls., and 66th Indiana. 

We established camp inside the heavy fortifications of the 
town; as ail indications polnted to winterlng there, we proceeded to 
erect permanent quarters, when not engaged in drilllng, picket duty, 
or target practice. Most of the men being handy with tools and with- 
al ingénions, some being mechanics, frame buildings were erected 
instead of tents, material being had from the adjoining woods and 
abandoned houses in the town. The regimental teams were sent to the 
timber, with détails of men with axes, under guard, where timbers 
were eut and hewed for frames and logs got out, of which shingles 
and siding were rove by hand with crude tools made by the regimen- 
tal blacksmlths. The regimental streets were laid out systematically 
and the houses built somewhat uniformly, giving them a neat anO 
comfortable appearance. They were nicely cleaned and policed each 
day, maklng them healthy and homelike; but we had no sooner got nice- 
ly settled in them when we were ordered away and they had to be 
abandoned. While in charge of the détails getting material for the 
buildings outside the picket line, Levi Bean, v/agon master of our régi- 
ment, was ambushed and killed by the guérillas who hovered in the 
woods in that vicinity. They also captured pri^oners and wounded 
others of the différent commands encamped at Corinth and the out- 
posts. Aside from losses in this manner, the troops enjoyed the beat 
health during their service, as generally the rations were good, we got 
a lot of fruit and vegetables from the country, and we had time and 
were required to attend to the sanitary conditions of our camps. 

During our stay hère we shot for désertion two members of the 
First Alabama cavalry (Union). The régiment was raised in that vicin- 
ity. The victims were tried by court martial and found guilty; they 
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were aggrevated cases in that they had deserted the second time and 
gave information to the enemy. They were captured, taken in Confed- 
erate uniform fighting our cavaliy; the évidence showing that they evi- 
dently enlisted for the purpose of acting as spies and giving Informa- 
tion to our enemies. They were taken ont on the common, seated on 
rough cofiELns, blind-folded and tied; the troops being paraded in three 
sides of a hollow square, when a double file of soldiers were told oft, 
who were glven muskets loaded by others. Two guns in the détail were 
loaded with blank cartridges, so that no one of the firing sqnad knew 
for a certain who shot them. They flred in a volley at short range. 
They fell over backwards ofF their coffins with scarcely a struggle, when 
the troops were marched by to show them a frightful example of the 
penalty of désertion. 



A SKIT FROM THE DRUM CX)RPS. 
The following hazardous trip by Dunham and Akers of the drum 
corps, was made surreptitiousaly and without feave by the adventurous 
youths, and is not for the reading of the girls they left behind in lowa. 
John forgot to mention that the missive that was sent them, that 
decided them to make he trip, wound up with the following original* 
fetchlng pome. 

"Tis hard for youens to sleep in camp; 

Tis hard for youens to flght; 
Tis hard for youens through snow to tramp; 

In snow to sleep at night; 
But barder for weans from youens to part, 

Since youens hâve stolen weans hearl." 

H. I. SMITH, 

Dear Comrade: I bave no particular prlde in having been a party 
to the escapade which, at your request, I will try to relate, but inas- 
much as we are ail disposed in thèse years of the "sear and yellow 
leaf," to draw the veil of charity over the faults and falllngs of our 
comrades; and inasmuch as every one concerned at the time — includ- 
ing dear old Col. Parrott, Captaln Hedges, and Mr. Nelson hlmself, so 
generousiy condoned, an offense which under other circumstances and 
in other hands, might hâve been severely punished, I will make a 
clean breast of the whole matter and throw myself and my comrade 
upon the mercy of thè court. 

During our long and pleapant stay at Bethel, Tenn., several of 
our comrades, includlng Jas. Dunham, whom I am sure ail will remem- 
ber as one of our leading drummers, and myself, made the acquaint- 
ance of some very niée and attractive young ladies living mfdway 
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between Bethel and Purdy, Tenn. Moet of us were members of a string 
band, and on numerous occasions, after evening had thrown her sable 
mantle over the camp and che lights were ont, we made our way through 
the devlous and uncertain windings of that path through. the swamp, 
to spend a few hours in making mirth and rather poor music. 

On taking our departure for Ck)rinth, Miss., it was with many 
protestations of undylng affection and fidelity, and with solemn prom- 
ise to retum, should fortune favor our deep laid plans — ^and klnd provi- 
dence spare us llfe and limb.^ 

On the night of July 3rd, 1863— can it be that that was forty 
years ago — Dunham and myself decided to make the perlions ride. The 
distance from Corinth to Purdy was about thlrty miles, and the iii- 
tervening country, having been given over to the enemy, was lousy 
with loose "Johnny Rebs/' and marauding bands of ail descriptions. 

Dunham had previously made the journey alone, and being an 
adept at this particular Une — the "préparation for de arrange- 
ments," as the sable lass at Pulaski said to Jim Mcintire. was left en- 
tirely to him. He was to get the countersign and a pair of horses. 
and to be at a designated and secluded spot where I was to, and did, 
meet him. I was surprised to flnd that he had Mr. Nelson's, the sutler, 
mules. But it was too late, and the puise of love's young dream," was 
beating too high to draw back then. and so the rabbits were headed 
toward Purdy and "turned loose." Halted by tfie pickets "Jim" dls- 
mounted and gave the countersign and we were ofF, as I well remem- 
ber, with a étrange admixture of feelings, between those wide ex- 
trêmes of "Who's afrald," and "I wish I hadn't" 

The weird forms and shadowy phantoms that peopled those woods, 
and the awful silence, broken only by the bay of hounds or the hoot 
of the owls, will never be forgotten. We had passed the last Une of 
breast works and were fully ten miles from Cîorinth when a trifllng 
accident occurred to break the monotony of that silent ride. 

At the foot of a sharp and rocky décline, down which we had 
walked the mules, we came upon a carriage or top buggy standing in 
the middle of the road. The owner had no doubt heard us coming and 
hurriedly unhitching his horse, had concealed himself in the bushes. 
His little dog had remained under the buggy, and a.« I rode round the 
vehicle he too sought the cover and safety of the bushes and was stepped 
on by the mule. Of ail the unearthly ki-yi-ing that he set up no mor- 
tal ever heard. We had pressing business on ahead and so did not 
stop to play the ",Good Samaritan" or to ask or make explanations. 
I should say that we were unarmed, and realized the folly of lingering 
to make a fine target for those whom we could not see. 

Nothing further occurred, worthy of mention, until we were 
wlthin ten miles of Purdy— at which point we came upon three horses 
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tied to the fence JuBt beside the road. Their backs were stlll wet from 
the saddle blanket, and we quickly divined that their owners were 
asleep Just over the fence. There was one very large roan horse, a small 
bay and a black horse. We met thèse horse^again as the sequel will 
show. F*earing that we might be followed we left the road, for a time 
and waited for developments. Being satisfied at length that the party 
were as 'fraid of us as we were of them, we returned to the road and 
pushed on toward Purdy'. 

Jim led the way to a thick grove of young hickories, in the center 
of which we dismounted and slept until daylight. Resuming our Jour^ 
ney we soon arrived at the home of some young lady acquaintances 
who were cousins to the girls we were going to see. The household 
was already stirring and we sat on our mules in the chip yard and 
chatted and joked a few minutes, and then galloped away to cover the 
half mile that stlll separated us from our friends. This family never 
seemed to be really friendly, but we always attrlbuted that to the fàct 
that we preferred the society of their cousins. We were received with 
boundless welcome and a bountiful breakfast. 

The old gentleman seemed restless and uneasy. Finally he took 
our mules out of the stable and put them into the stone basement of 
the barn — which was quite dark — and locked them in. Then he sald 
to us, "Now I want you folks to go Into the parlor (?) and draw the 
blinde, and remain there." You may imagine how such a cruel and 
heartless edlct as that, was received— by Dunham. Well, there we 
staid until dinner, after which we bantered the girls to go to the 
woods for blackberries. Thls looked braver and suited us much bet- 
ter than the stuffy little room. 

Returning for tea we llngered fondly— reluctant to say what we 
knew would probably be the last good-bye. But our leave-taklng'over 
we were at length on the homeward joumey with many little inci- 
dents to chat about. Halting for a few minutes at the "cousins" we 
laughed and joked with them and with their parting injunclion to 
"Look out for 'gorrillas,' " we gave them a sample of the speed of the 
rabbits, and were soon out of sight. Midway between this house and 
Purdy we were making good time over a nice level stretch of road, 
with low hazel brush on our left, when a man sprang up some thirty 
or forty feet to the front and left of us and commanded, "hait." But 
being under fair headway already the mules responded to the spurs, 
and slipped away like greased lightning, while "bang" — "bang" — sa- 
luted our ears from the double-barreled shot gun in the hands of the 
daddy of the "Cousins." At least this is the way we flgured it out 
We did not see him in the evening and the entire family behaved 
peculiarly. He wanted the mules, but was too much of a coward to 
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Stand in the road, and take them, as he might hâve done, af ter dispo^- 
ing of os. 

To pass through the streets of Purdy in the early evening waa 
a rather ticklish pièce of business; but there was no way of avoiding 
it We entered the main street and rode leisurly through two lines of 
men in their shirt sleeves sitting on porches in front of the stores, 
shops and dwellings that lined the street on either side. T!^le^ we had 
reached the suburbs, we quickened dur pace and were soon two or three 
miles o\it of town, when "Jim" made an important discovery. We were 
on the wrong road, and there was nothing to do but to retum to an 
inter-section of streets in the very center of the town. This we did as 
quietly as possible, and making sure that we were right this time, we 
Bhowed Purdy a lot of clean heels, until we were beyond danger from 
that source. 

The night wore away without incident, untll we were within a- 
bont ten miles of Gorinth. Our comrades will remember that rocky hill, 
with precepitous sldes, covered ith logs, rock, and brush, I think it 
was called the "hog back." 

We were passing along this narrow road, at a lively pace, our 
mules making a good deal of clatter over the stones, when I remarked 
to Dnnham that I saw something ahead. "So do I" said "Jim", what is 
that? "I don't know" I replied; "but come on, we mus( go through 
it whatever it is." I really thought it was horses or cattle bunched in 
the road. We put the mules down to their level best, and I am sure we 
created the impression that a cavalry régiment was coming in fuU 
charge. We were within forty yards of the obstruction, when suddenly 
tonguea of fire leaped from a half dozen muskets and lit up the whole 
situation, dissolving the mystery in short order and filling the astound- 
ed woods with what seemed nothing less than billows of thunder. 
"The obstruction" was a parfy of men, half a dozen I should say, who 
were picking up negroes, for some purpose, probably to work on south- 
em fortifications. 

We were surprised to meet again the same three horses, which 
we had seen tied to the fence near Purdy the night before, and on each 
ot thèse horses they had securely tied two strapping negroes, who were 
8o frightened that they looked pale by moonlight On hearing us ap* 
proach, they had arranged their horses, "quartering" across the road 
and had concealed themselves as best they could behind their fore 
Quarters and legs, and stooping so as to get their guns under the necks 
of the horses, they let drive at us, and, of course, overshot us. They 
evidently thought that Napoleon's "Old Guard" was in full charge, for 
seeing that their fire had not arrested our speed,tEey scattered like par- 
tridges into the brush, while our mules dashed into and slipped through 
their barricade of horses and negroes. They must hâve felt cheap, to 
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find that we were but two "yanks," for we gave them the "horse laugh" 
and plenty of "sass" as far as we could make them hear. This too 
lengthy story Is about ended. We had settled down to the serious 
question ot getting through the Unes, disposing of our mules, and 
slipplng Into our quarters. As we turned Into the Inclosure formed by 
the short apron In front of and protectlng the openlng In the works, 
four men slmultaneously rose up out of the earth, as it seemed to us, 
and we recelved the order to hait. We were trappeS and so we halted. 
J. R. Nelson, for he was one of the four meif approached me, and ask ed 
"Is that you Akers"? I replled "Yes, its ail thafs left of me." "Well" 
he contlnued, "I did not expect to flnd you hère"— I retorted quickly, 
"I dld not expect you would either." After an awkward moment 
of silence, he dlrected the others to brlng Dunham, and said "Akera 
you come with me." As we rode' silently for a few minutes, I said, 
*'Well Mr. Nelson, I suppose you Intend to make me>all the trouble you 
can for this business." *'When I found my mules were gone" he re- 
marked, "of course I was very angry, and I sald Fd glve the boys who 
had taken them, the full benefit of the law. If I ever got hold of them" 
A moment more-of silence — "But now that I know you did it without 
any real mallcious or criminal intent, and seeing that you hâve re- 
turned the mules, I feel differently and so far as I am concerned the 
matter shall be dropped. "Of course," he contlnued, 'T promptly re- 
ported the matter to Ck>lonel Parrott and he will no doubt feel com- 
pelled to take some notice of It; but I shall use my Influence to hâve 
your punishment made as light as possible." 

I remember how in my embarrassment and gratitude, I tried to 
thank him for such klnd and gênerons treatment. He talked to me 
like a father to his returning "prodigal" and simply sald at last, ''Oive 
me the mule and go to your quarters." 

In the moring Col. Parrott sent for me, and I got another good, 
klnd, scoldlng — without one word that hurt. I remained two weeks 
in my quarters under arrest, at the end of which the Colonel sent for 
me agaln. I found my captain—Capt. Christian Hedges — with the 
Colonel, and after giving me a seat Col. Parrott said, "Captain, what 
do you thlnk we ought to do with John for that foolhardy trip to 
Purdy?" The Captain replied, "I thlnk I should take a months pay 
from him." And that was the upshot and the end of it. 

J. W. AKERS. 



On the eighteenth of August we embarked on box cars with camp 
and garrison équipage, horses and artlllery loaded inside and troops on 
top, headed for Memphis. When near La Grange, our train was stbpped 
by the explosion of bombs and torpedoes under the track; placed there 
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by guérillas The régiment hastily unloaded, a skirmish Une formed 
on each side of the train, and an ezamination made to see the cause 
of the trouble. Then it was discovered that 32 pound percussion shells 
had been buried between the ties under the rails, in whlch had been 
fixed gun tubes with percussion caps that just reached up to the un- 
der side of the rails, so that when the train passed over it settled the 
track enough to explode the caps, which ignited the loaded bombs, 
exploding them. They did b^t little damage but cause delay. We ex- 
pected to be attacked during the delay but were not. We debarked 
at Moscow, Tenu., and camped, where we did some scouting and 
raiding over the country, trying to run down Forrest's cavalry, but 
never got a shot at them. On the 17th of September we debarked 
again on cars for La Grange, where we remained several weeks guard- 
Ing the railroad and doing some scouting and making expéditions 
into the interior on wild goose chases after rebel cavalry, which did 
no good only to keep up our muscle. 

While in cam^ at La Grange, (General Sherman came through 
on the train, with an escort of a battalion of his own régiment, the 
13th regulars. When near Moscow, a post guarded by the 66th Indiana 
of our brigade, his train was attacked by a large force of the enemy's 
cavalry and driven into the defences at Moscow, where they had a 
spirited skirmish and nearly succeeded in capturing hiin and his lit- 
tle command there. Word waJs sent to us for assistance, when we hast- 
ily went twelve miles distant, but the enemy had decamped before we 
got there without accomplishing their object. 

During our service at La Grange, we made expéditions into the 
interior, 'scouting and trying to run down and capture Porrest's and 
Wheeler*s cavalry, but they always elùded us. While absent on a 
forced march of this kind, out in the vicinity of HoUy Springs» the 
régiment held an élection for state officers, as the lowa troops were 
allowed to do. The writer was clerk of élection for the régiment We 
were on a forced march, and could only vote as we marched, or 
stopped to rest beside the road. A ballot box was improvised out of 
a wooden candie box with a slit in the top, and carried under the arm 
of the clerk and judges by turn, and votes gathered and registered on 
the march or by the roadside. I hâve forgotten how the vote stood, 
but at the Presidental élection in 186^, where the issue was between 
Lincoln and McGlellan, our régiment only gave the démocratie ticket 
three votes, giving the Republican ticket 338. The vote of the Second 
lowa, in the same brigade, was 71 for McClellan and 296 for Lincoln. 
The third and Eighteenth régiments did not cast a démocratie vote. 
The 40th cast 194 démocratie votes, and the 6lh cavalry cast 176, near- 
ly half of their entire vote. 

On the fifth of November we struck camp, turned over our tents 
and surplus baggage to the post quartermaster, and started on the 
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march overland to Pulaski, Tenn. The troops going on the expédition 
consisting of the 2nd and 4th Divisions of the 16th army eorps^compris- 
Ing the left wing of the 16th army corps, under command of MaJ.-Gen. 
O. M. Dodge, of lowa. We spent a hard night on thé 7th inst, crossing 
the Tennessee river at Eastport and starting before daylight on the 
march. On the eighth we broke camp again before day and put' in a 
hard days march as rear guard, the rivers and creeks being swollen 
and difficult to cross and did not get intô camp untll midnight On the 
9th we marched hard ail day, crossing Shoal river, arriving at l^u- 
laski, Tenn., on the 13th of Nov., 1S63, where we established camp near 
the city. General Dodge's headquarters being established at Athens. 
Colonel James B. Weaver, of the 2nd lowa, was put in cômmand of 
the post at Pulaski. 

Darlng the time we were at Pulaski most of the régiments re- 
enlisted for a second term. We staid thére untll after the holidays, and 
in the meantime spent our time in expeaitions and ralâs over the 
country and guarding supply trains back and forth over the Granny 
White Pike from our base, the terminus at Ck)lumbia, forty miles 
away, to Chattanooga, the front In our rafds and expéditions we cap- 
tured many of the rebels in that vicinity, some of whom were home 
on furlough or without leave. Among those captured were several spies, 
some of whom escapéd, others tried by court martial and punished; 
among whom was one Sam Davis, whom we hung. Papers, maps, &c., 
were found on his person, pegged in his shoes and upholstered in his 
saddle bags, outlining our defences at Nashville and other places, to- 
gether with number and disposition of our troops, wfilch made the 
évidence conclusive as to his guilt. In 1896 a monument was erected 
to his memory, a clipping from the Confederate Magasine gives an in- 
teresting detailed sketch of him and his career. 



SAMUEL DAVIS. 



I see some of the papers are devoting considérable space relat- 
ing to heroic deeds done on both sides in the late war. But here's one 
by a twenty-year old boy that I do not think has fts equal in the an- 
nals of any war — at least I hâve never been able to find anything sim- 
ilar to it. There are thousands of examples of men who hâve died 
fearlessly in battle, under the excitement of the contest, and numerous 
examples of soldlers who hâve been executed rather than betray their 
country or its cause, as was the case of the martyr, Nathan Haie, in 
our war with Great Britain. But I cannot find where anyone died 
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rather than break his word to the enemy, as did Sam Davis, the hero 
of this short sketch. 

In November, 1863, when General Bragg was at Missionary ïlidge, 
he wished to secure correct information conceming the movements of 
the Fédéral army in Middle Tennessee, and to find ont ff it was moving 
from Nashville to Corintti to re-inforce Chattanooga. The duty was a 
most hazardous one and four or five scouts were selected for the pur- 
pose; but before going were told that the chances were small for any, 
of them getting back alive. The men selected were Joshua Brown, 
now a physician in New York City, W. J. Moore, now a successful far- 
mer and horseman, Columbia, Tenu., and Capt. E. Cïoleman, command- 
ing Coleman's scouts. Each went a différent route, but Goleman alone 
got through, Brown, Moore and Davis being captured, the latter hanged 
and Moore escaping from the guards before being condemned to death. 
Of thèse Davis had obtained the most important information. He had 
counted every régiment and ail the artillery in the Sixteenth Corps, 
found out they were moving on Chattanooga, and had in his saddle 
seat full and complète maps of the fortifications at Nashville and 
other points and an exact report of the Fédéral army in Tennessee. 
Mounted on a superb horse he was recklessly brave, and exposed him- 
self unnecessarily several times. He remained over three days after 
he left, to see his sweet-heart, and when chased from near her home 
by Fédéral cavalry the night before he was captured, he ran away 
from them in the dark. Then turning, he ran back on them again, and, 
to demonstrate the superiority of his mount, he slapped their horses 
in the face with his cap as he ran by. He was captured in a thicket 
while resting the next day, by the Seventh Kansas Cavalry. 

Gen. G. M. Dodge, the gênerai in command at Pulaski, near which 
Davis was captured, found the papers in the saddle seat to hâve been 
taken from his own table, and correctly surmised that some one very 
close to him had proved traitorous. A court-martial consisting of Col. 
Madison Miller 18th Missouri infantry. Col. Thos. W. Gaines, 50th 
Missouri infantry, and Major Lathrop, 39th lowa infantry, condemned 
Davis to be hanged, but Gen. Dodge, who pitied his youth and admired 
his manliness, and who was very anxious to find out the traitor in his 
own camp, offered Davis his freedom if he would tell the name of the 
party who gave him the papers. This Davis with great firmness and 
dignity, refused to do. Gen. Dodge says: "I too£ him in my private 
office and told him that it was a very serions charge brought against 
him; that he was a spy, and from what I found upon his person; he 
had accurate information in regard to my army and I must know how 
he obtained it. I told him that he was a young man and did not seem 
to realize the danger he wa& in. Up to that time he said nothing, but 
then he replied.in the most respectful and dlgniûed manner: 
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"Gen. Dodge, I know the danger of my situation and I am willing 
to take the conséquences." 

"I asked him then to give me the name of the person who gave 
him the information, that I knew it must be some one near head- 
quarters, or who had the confidence of the offlc^rs of my staff, and I 
repeated that I must know the source from which it came. I insisted 
that he should teli me, but he firinly declined to do so. I told him I 
wouid hâve to call a court martial and hâve him tried for his life, and 
from the proofs we had they would be compelled to convict him; that 
there was no chance for him unless he gave the source of his informa- 
tion. He replied: "I know I will hâve to die, but I will not tell where I 
got my information and there is no power on earth can make me tell. 
Tou are doing your duty as a soldier, and I am doing mine. If I hâve 
to die I do so feeling I am doing my duty to Grod and my country." 
I pleaded with him and urged him with ail the power I possessed to 
glve me some chance to save his life, for I discovered he was a most 
admirable young fellow, of the highest character and stricteet integ- 
rity. He then said: "It is useless to talk to me. I do not intend to 
tell it I would rather die than break my word. Tou can court mar- 
tial me or do anything else you like, but I will not betray the trust 
imposed on me." He thanked me for the interest I had taken in him 
and I sent him back to prison. I immediately called a court martial 
to try him." 

The day before he was executed Davis wrote the fdlowing letter 
to his mother: 

Pulaski, Giles Cd., Tenu., Nov. 26, 1863. 
Dear Mother: Oh, how palnful it is to write you! I hâve got to 
die tomorrow morning— to be hanged by the Fédérais. Mother, do not 
grieve for me. "l must bid you good-bye forever. Mother, I do not fear 
to die. Give my love to ail. Tour son, 

SAMUEL DAVIS. 



Mother, tell the children ail to be good. I wish I could see you 
ail once more, but I never will any more. Mother. and father, do not 
forget me. Think of me when I am dead, but do not grieve for me; 
it will do no good. Father, you can send after my remains if you 
want to do so. They will be at Pulaski, Tenu. I will leave some 
things, too, with the hotel-keeper, for you. S. D. 

Gen. Dodge became more anxious to save him and sent a lady 
in Pulaski, an old friend of his mother, to the prisoner to beg him to 
give the information and save his life. She says that Davis wept and 
told her he would rather die than break his word, even to an enemy. 
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She made two other attempts to persuade him, but without avail. 

On Friday, November 27, Davis was handcuffed, placed in hifi 
coffln and driven in a wagon out to the suburbs of î^ilaski, where a 
rope bad been arranged for the exécution. Qen. Dodge, who was a 
most kind-hearted gentleman, hoped he would weaken at the last mom- 
ent, and tell him the name of the traitor in bis camp, and after the 
rope was adjusted he begged Davis to tell him the name of the person 
who gave him the papers and promised then to liberate him, give him 
bis borse, bis side arms and a safe escort back to the Ck)nfederate lines. 
Davis thanked him and said: "If I bad a thousand lives I would lose 
them ail before I would bctray my friends or the confidence ôf my in- 
former." He then gave the provost marshal some keepsakes for bis 
mother and turned and said: "I am ready. Do your duty, men." 

No wonder the people of the south are erectlng a monument to 
Sam Davis. Nearly two thousand d ollars bas been subscribed, some 
of it from Gen. Dodge, bis staff and offlcers. Capt. H. I. Smith, of 
Mason City, la., in sending bis contribution recently, wrote: • 

"It was a heart-rending, sickening sight to me, and every beart 
went out to him in sympathy and sorrow, to see him sacrificed for an 
act of duty, that he was ordered to perform as a soldier, and whicb waa 
not a crime. The stern necessities of grim war seemed to demand 
that an example should be made of some one and fate decreed that it 
should be Samuel Davis. I don't know of a more noble spécimen of 
manbood that could bave been chosen as a martyr for the sacrifice. I 
bad nothlng to do with bis capture or trial, being then only a non-com- 
missioned offlcer of one of the régiments in Gen. Sweeney's division 
in camp at Pulaski. I was close enough to see bis features and coun- 
tenance when he was executed. He was young and seemed to be 
possessed of superior intelligence and manliness, and when it was un- 
derstood that he was offered life and liberty if be would divulge the 
name of the party who fumished the information in bis possession 
when captured, and would not betray the sacred trust, none of us 
could help but admire bis trustworthiness and npbleness of character. 
It was a fearful test to be put to; a young man with life and a bright 
future before him, but he proved equal to it. I think he is worthy of 
a monument to forever perpetuate bis memory, as a noble spécimen 
of valor as an American soldier. I saw many of our bardened and 
bronze-vlsaged vétérans, who bad seen much of carnage and suffering, 
draw the back of their rougb hands across their eyes as tbey secretly 
wlped away tears. I think it was Gen. Sherman who said: 'War is 
hell,' and so it seemed to me on that occasion. Everybody was deeply 
aifected. There were few dry eyes among those wBo were the sorrow- 
ful witnesses and when the drop fell there was such a pall of sadness 
and silence that the air seemed oppressive. He was captured, I think. 
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by Lieut. E. B. Spalding, of the Ffty-second Illinois infantry, who 
now résides at Sioux City, la. I hâve heard him speak in sorrow and 
prisse of him and that war and fate should decree his untimely and 
ignominouB deatfa. I served four years in the war, was twice wounded, 
and lost my only brother at the battle of Shiloh, and believed then and 
do now that our cause was right. I have no animoslty against my 
former foes and want to see ail sectional bittemess wiped out I want 
no north, no south, east or west, but one common, united country, in 
which brotherly love, and loyalty to a common flag will prevail, and 
I rejoice in the fact that both 'Yank' and 'Jonny' share equally in the 
beneflt of our victory." 

This is a manly letter aifd Capt. Smith bas struck the right chord 
— no south, no north, no east, no west, and every example of loyalty 
to duty, every example of bravery, courage, dévotion and glory, wher- 
ever found between the seas, to go, as this one, to the crédit of the 
American soldler. Such sentiments, thank God, nave almost wiped 
out the animosities of the war, and the time will come when the heroic 
deeds of both sides will be common property of the whole American 
people. 

At the Ck>lumbia opéra house last Thursday evening the people 
of the City assembled to honor the memory of Samuel Davis. The build- 
ing was crowded and a substantial sum realized for the monument. The 
following poem was written, by request, for the occasion: 

"Tell me his name and you are free," 

The Général said, while from the tree < 

The grim rope dangled threat'ningly. 

The blrds ceased singing — happy birds, 
That sang of home and mother-words. 
The sunshine kissed his cheek — dear sun; 
It loves a life that's just begun! 
The very breezes held their breath 
To watch the flght 'twixt life and death. 
And O, how cal m and sweet and free 
Smiled back tue hills of Tennessee! 
bmlled back the hills, as if lo say, 
* "O, save your life for us to-day!" 

"Tell me his name and you are free," 

The General said/ "and I shall see 

You are safe within the rebel Unes — 

l'd love to save such life as thljae." > 



Digitized by 



Google 



110 HI8TOBT 09 THE SEVBMTH lOWÀ 

A tear gleamed down the ranks of blue— 

(The bayonets were tlpped with dew) 

Across the rugged cheek of war 

God's angels rolled a teary star. 

The boy looked up— 'twas this tbey heard: 

"And would^you hâve me break my word?" 

A tear stood In the Générales eye: 
"My boy, I hâte to see thee die— 
Oive me the traitor's name and fly!" 

Toung Davis smiled, as calm and free 
As he who walked on Galilée: 
"Had I a thousand lives to live» ~ 
Had I a thousand lives to give, 
l'd lose them—nay, l'd gladly die 
Before Td live one life, a lie!" 
He tumed— for not a soldler stirred— 
"Your duty, men— I gave my word." 

The hills smiled back a farewell smile, 
The breeze sobbed o'er his haïr awhile, 
The birds broke ont in glad refrain, 
The sunbeams kissed his cheek again — 
Then, gathering up their blazfng bars, 
They shook his name among the stars. 

O, stars, that now his brothers are, 

O, sun, his sire in tnith, and ligM, 
Oo, tell the list'ning worlds afar 

Of him who died for truth ana right! 
For martyr of ail martyrs he 
Who dies to save an enemy! 

TROTWOOD. 

We also hung a member of the 9th îlls. who brutaHy murdered 
his captain, after' due trial by drum head court marClal. 

On our retum from our vétéran furlough of thlrty dasrs, we moved 
ai:r camp to Prospect, Tenn., fifteen miles below Pulaski, on the^Elk 
river, where the en^lner corps built a stockade. We also estab- 
lished a nigger corral to confine the negroes in.who-infested our camps. 
Some of the maies enlisted, companies were organized, to be left In 
the stockades along the lines of communication, and guard the rear. 
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Daniel McTaggert and O. O. Poppleton, ot Co. "B," organized a Com- 
pany, the former being made captain, and the latter a Lient. They 
were sent to Huntsville, Alabama, to guard there when we went on 
the Atlanta campaign and when Hood made his raid in the rear of 
Sherman'a army,' when he started for the sea, McTaggart and his Com- 
pany were captured, as most of the others were on Hood's campaign 
to Nashville, whlch resulted so disastrously to him and his army. 

On the first of May the army was organized for the historic At- 
lanta campaign. Colonel Rice was glven command of tHe Ist Brigade, 
in the 2nd Div. (Sweeney's) of the 16th Army Corps, in the Army of 
the Tennessee, composed of the 15th corps under General Logan, 16th 
under Oeneral Dodge, and 17th under General Blair. The Ârmy of the 
Tenn. being under command of MaJ. General McPherson. 

During our vislt to lowa on our furlough we fllïed up our de- 
pleted ranks with young recruits who were anxious to Join the régiment 
that had made its name famous. It did not take them long to learn 
drill and duty, sandwiched as they were among the old vétérans; they 
were soon able to do their full share so that it was not long before the 
vétéran or the recruit could not be distinguished one from the other. 
The following article is contributed by one who enlisted early in 1Î64. 



"WB ARE COMING FATHER ABRAHAM THREE HUNITRED THOU- 

SAND MORE." 

THE YOUNG RECRUITS RESPONSE. 

A little before daj^light on April 12th, 1861, a flash was seen about 
the bay, and city of Charlston. A sudden flash, from a Iknd battery, 
followed by a dull, heavy roar. The light of a bomb, describlng a 
semicircle in the heavens, was seen to fall upon a fort, barely outlined 
in the darkness. 

It was the "flrst shot" in the war of the Rébellion. Its dull rumb- 
ling roar was "heard around the world." It was the signal for the 
commencement of the greatest event in American history. 

Two days of heroic défense of the flag on Sumter, the loyal little 
band surrendered. _ 

The war to destroy the government had begun. A war that was 
to cost a million human llves, billions of treasures. and agony im- 
measurable. In twenty-four hours, news of the event had penetrated 
to every accessible corner of the American Republic. 

In the south it was lightly hailed as the harbinger of dissolution 
of the government and the establishment of a new empire, whose foun- 
dation Btone should be "Human Bondage." In the north it was receiv- 
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ed with mingled sadness and anger; followed by a quick détermination 
to resent the outrage and save the government of the people. 

A call by the Président for volunters to défend the liag, and pré- 
serve the union/ was readily filled, and thousands of other loyal men 
were ready to enlist. Soon another call for troops was Issued, and as 
readily the call was filled» and others in like manner. 

By this time it was seen that the Rébellion was a formidable 
power, and the cost to overthrow it would be terrible; but what- 
ever the cost, it must be met boldly. Already many 51oody encounters 
with the enemy had been fought. Thousands of loyal sons had given 
their lives for the union, many mothers hearts made sad, and our 
armies being defeated at some points, and beaten back, 

Many thousands of younger sons, wnose loyal hearts beat with 
the same patrlotlc blood that filled the hearts of their brothers who 
had fallen, were anxiously waiting for the time when they could fill their 
places in the "ranks of the old régiments." 

The "Old 7th" whose ranks had Deen reduced to a mère "squad" 
received quite a re-enforcement of "recruits" on their retum from vét- 
éran furlough in February, 1864. No braver men than thèse ever en- 
listed on fought in any army. They knew well at this stage of the 
war there would be something to do to subdue so formidable an enemy 
behind entrenchments so nearly ImpregnaBIe. Thèse were "trylng 
days" on the nerves and souIs Of men. For ail this it had to be met 
and thèse young "recruits," many of them mère lads, wflh hearts true 
and loyal to the fl%g, did much to save the "young republic" from 
dissolution. 

Had they refused to respond to the call for aid the enemy would 
easlly hâve won. But with the old régiments ail filîed, every company 
mustering 100 men, strong and brave, meant an army that was in- 
vincible. With God on our side, and prayers of their loyal mothers and 
sisters at home, they moved on through the enemy 's land, "Conquering 
unto conquer." 

It took more than merely the stirring up by patriotic speeches, 
and the beatinç: of the war drum, as many seemed to think, to get thèse 
brave boys to enlist. They knew well the danger and hardships they 
must meet, and of a sullen, cowardly enemy the^ were to leave in the 
rear. They felt however that their first duty to Gk)d and country must 
be obeyed; thereby save that for whlch their brothers and fàthers life 
blood had been shed, that it be not shed in vain. 

The anziou^ pleading with father and mother to let them go was 
often refused; but when they arrived at the âge of 18 years they felt 
they must go. Many at an earlier âge than this, enlisted and fought 
valiantly on the fleld of battle. 
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At Lays Ferry, Ga., the flrst opportunity thèse recruits had for 
trying thelr skill, gave évidence ot their bravery and thelr worth as 
soldiers. Within the space of only two short months since they en- 
listed, they were now face to face with the enemy, doing effective ser- 
vice for the cause. Though this little flght lasted but 15 minutes, the 
7th lowa lost 7 men killed and 45 wounded. The enemy was driven from 
thelr Works, thereby letting enough^of our troops' across the river at 
this place to turn the left flank of John son 's army, and they were com- 
peUed to evacuate their stronghold at Resaca. 

So, ail through the remainder of the war the "raw recruit" played 
an important part. In ail the bloody battles he was found on the front 
Une and none fell nearer the enemy's works than he. On the hard 
march, if any stood the beat and fatigue of the day and reached camp, 
the gun of the recruit was in the "stack." No befter foragers were ever 
detailed than thèse young boys. The greatest trouble was the lack of 
wagons to haul in what they conflscated. 

In front of Atlanta, To the Sea, Through the Carolinas, and On to 
Richmond, none did better service than the "recruits" whose loyal 
hearts were fllled with patriotism and love for the flag. Always at their 
post, ready for any duty assigned them. 

The real effect was when the vétérans retumed from their homes, 
bringing with them their young sons and brothers to flll thelr broken 
ranks, the enemy began to inquire along the picket Ifne how long we 
could keep that up. The reply to them was, as long as yôu want it. 
The north is full of such boys who will soon be old enough. 

After the boys' "skill and grit** had been tested, the enemy soon 
found it useless to attempt to stand their "withering fire." 

We broke camp May Ist, and started on the march overland to 
ChattanoQga to Join the army under General Sherman to take part in , 
the Atlanta campaign. The weather was wet, raining most of the time 
the flrst two days of the march; we had to wade streams which kept 
us wet and uncomfortable, and progress was slow on account of the 
condition of the roads. We arrived at Huntsvîlle, Ala., Saturday night 
and spent Sunday the 3rd camped near a beautiful spring that supplied 
the City with water; where we had an opportunity to dry our clothes 
and doctor our sore feet. The weather had cleared up and the country 
was beautiful. Some of the boys spent the day in viewing the sights 
în the City; we passed many going to and from the churches. The 
citizens did not appear to welcome us very heartily; they usually gave 
us the sldewalk as we pa.*<sed and with cold looks and haughty disdain 
did not speak as we passed by. It is a beautiful city among the hills 
and mountains, with fertile valleys with flne farmsteads ensconsed 
among the hills, through which we marched the next day. After march- 
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ing about flfty miles since we started from Prospect, we embarked 
on the cars, passed through Stevenson, crossing the Tennessee river at 
Brldgeport, debarking on the bank of the river at the foot of Lookout 
Mountain, where we bivouaced for the night. The only water we had 
to use was from the river which was contaminated from dead mules 
which Genl. Rosecrans had killed and thrown into the river to save his 
rations when besieged by Bragg a short time before. It was necessary 
to strain the water before using to get out the maggots and skippers. 
The next day we marched out over the battlefleld of Missionary Ridge 
going into camp on the Chickamauga battlefleld. 

In order to better understand the situation at this time and com- 
prehend the future campaign and movements of Sherman's army in the 
great campaign it should be understood that General Grant had just 
been promoted to Lieutenant General and given the entire command of 
the combined armies of the United States; had been called to the east 
to operate against Lee on the Rapidan before Richmond and had tum- 
ed over the command of the armies of the west to General Sherman, 
outlining in a gênerai way his plan of opérations. Grant and Sherman 
met at Nashville by appointment on the 14th of March and talked the 
matters over when the plans were gone over for a gênerai mode of pro- 
ceedure, which was to be the beginning of the end. 



SKETCH OF OUR GREAT COMMANDER GENERAL SHERMAN. 

Most of our great commanders on both sides were West Pointers. 
Education tells every where, but nowhere more than in "War Days." 
Bravery— mère brute courage — is not an uncommon quality among men; 
but military brains^r-a natural aptitude for arms and tte best culture 
West Point can give him— that is what an army commander needs, 
and Sherman was well dowered in that way. He was a native of Ofaio. 
Like ail (or nearly ail) who rose to promlnence during the civil war 
on both sides, he served in the Mexlcan War. Afterward he reslgned 
from the army. and failed as a banker in San Francisco and as a law- 
yer at Leavenworth — evidently having few gifts that way. When S'ump- 
ter was fired upon (April, 1861) he was principal or superintendent of 
a State Military Academy down in Louisiana, on a comfortable salary, 
but promptly resigned, with the frank and manly déclaration: "On no 
earthly account will I do any act or thînk any thought hostile to or in 
défiance of the old Government of the United States." 

Aided by his brother, Hon. John Sherman, then and ever since 
United States Senator from Ohio, he was early appointed Colonel of the 
Thirteenth United States Infantry (he had been previously offered the 
"chief clerkship" of the War Department!), and served with crédit at 
our flrst Bull Run, July 21, 1861, commandîng a brigade there. Soon 
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afterward he was appointed Brigadier General of Volunteers, and order- 
ed to Kentucky, Aug. 24, 1861, and hère took such large views of the ré- 
bellion, and of the force required to subdue it in the West, that the then 
Secretary of War (Cameron) thought hlm "insane," and relieved him of 
his command. His estimate was that we needed two hundred thousand 
men to conquer and hold the Southwest; but subsequently, in 1864, he 
himself commanded over three hundred and flfty thousand there. 

However, events soon convinced the govemment of his thorough 
sanity, and April 6, 1862, found him at Shiloh or Pittsburg Landing, un- 
der Grant, in command of our advanco division there. Hère he sufTered 
severly, but fought gallantly and skillfully, and did much to retrieve 
our hard fortunes there. Next he campaigned wftn Grant down the 
Mississippi and around Vicksburg (1862-63), and though not always suc- 
cess/ul, yet he won and deserved the full trust and confidence of that 
incomparable soldier. When after the disastrous field of Chickamauga, 
Grant was summoned to Chattanooga — to take chief command there 
and smash Bragg, if possible — Sherman was at Memphis, but on orders 
from Grant gathered up ail his Army of the Tennessee that could be 
spared and hastened overland to Chattanooga by way of Eastport and 
Huntsville. He took the railroad, so far as it went, absorbing ail its 
cars and locomotives, and then proceeded by forced marches eastw&rd, 
at times mounting part of his men on horses and mules — dld everything 
to speed his column to Chattanooga — arriving there in advance of the 
time anticipated, much to the delight of General Grant. It was such 
loyal ty and dévotion as this, without an atom of envy or jêalousy» 
that endeared Sherman to the *heart of his great chief, and it was no 
wonder that henceforth Grant trusted him absolutely ând affectionate- 
ly. He well knew the value of time, and never wasted it — an item of 
prime imporCance in military affiars. 

In the great opérations that soon followed at Chattanooga (Nov. 
25, 1863) Sherman commanded the left wing, and crossing the Ten- 
nessee on pontoon bridges in the night, attacked Bragg's right next 
day with vigor and lire. He attacked gallantly and skillfully, achiev- 
ing important results and managed his part of affairs at Chattanooga 
with signal ability and crédit. Immediately,straight from the Battlefleld, 
hot from the pursuit of Bragg, without waiting to retum to Chatta- 
nooga for their blankets and overcoats even, though cold and inclem- 
ent weather had set in — his column set out for the relief of Knoxville, 
and by forced maj-ches reached there just in time to save Bumside 
from Longstreet. » 

When Grant was ordered east to assume command of ail our 
armies (March 3, 1864), doubtless he found it difflcult to choose his suc- 
cessor in th« west, as he well knew the great merits of both Sherman 
and Thomas. But as he knew Sherman better — had "summered and 
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wintered" with hlm at Vlcksburg and elsewhere, had seen his very heart 
and soûl, indeed, and felt he could trust him ail through, whatever hap- 
pened — naturally he selected Sherman. It is certain Thomas did not 
iike this — was much aggrieved thereby, as he then outranked Sherman, 
and commanded the Army ot the Cumberland, a larger and more im- 
portant command than Sherman's Àrmy of the Tennessee— but he loy- 
ally "obeyed orders," nevertheless, and contlnued on in the service. 

Now came the great and mémorable spring of 1864, with G'rant 
commanding in the East and Sherman in the West— both resolved on 
victory, and believing they could achieve it. They had agreed to time 
their opérations so as to glve the Confederates no chance to reinforce 
anywhere. Sherman said the day he left there for Chattanooga (about 
April 28): "I am going to move on Joe Johnson the day General 
Grant telegraphs me he is going to hit Bobby Lee; and if you don't hâve 
my army supplied, and keep it supplied, we'll eat your mules up, sir — 
eat your mules up." Fortunately, he was not reduced to such rations; 
but it well shows his loyalty and splrit. Such was General Sherman 
at the beginnlng of the Atlanta campaign. 

Grant proposed to move against Lee on May the 5th, it was ar- 
ranged that Sherman should at the same time against Johnston. For 
this work Sherman now put forward his préparations with ail possible 
zeal and thoroughness. On April 27th he ordered ail his troops to Chat- 
tanooga, and the next day placed his own headquarters there. On May 
6th his mighty host was marshalled for the advance. Three armies 
were under his command. The Army of the Tennessee was on the bank 
of Chickamauga creek, near Gordon's mill. It comprised the Fiftèenth 
and parts of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps, under Gens. 
Logan, Dodge and Blair, with the gallant McPherson in gênerai com- 
mand. The Army of the Cumberland was at Ringgold. It included the 
4th, 14th and 20th Corps, under Hov^ard, Palmer and Hooker, with 
Thqmas in gênerai command. The Army of the Ohio was near Red 
Cla'y, north of Dalton, Georgia. It consisted of the 9th and 23rd Corps, 
and^was commanded by General Schofleld. The strength of thèse arm- 
ies was as follows: Tennessee — Infantry 22,437, Artillery 1,404, Cav- 
alry 624, total 24,465; guns 96. Cumberland— Infantry 54,568, Artillery 
2,377, Cavalry 3,828, total 60,773; guns 130. Ohio— Infantry 11,193, Ar- 
tillery 679, Cavalry 1.679, total 13,559; guns 28. Sherman had planned 
an iarmy of 100,000 men and 250 gun. He actually had 98,797 men and 
254 guns. 

The opposing Rebel army was now commanded by General Joseph 
E. Johnston, who had succeeded Bragg, and comprised three corps, 
under Hardee, Hood and Polk. According to Johnston's officiai state- 
ment, its total strength in April, 1864, was 51,992, and in the mlddle 
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of May, when the battle of Resaca was fought, 71,235. The number of 
guns on both sides was about equal. 

To those not versed in the science of war It might seem on ac- 
count of the différence in numbers, that we had the advantage, but it 
should be borne in mind that they were acting on the défensive, behind 
fortifications, on ground of their own choosing on whlch they were 
familiar, had the inside of the circle, and that they reaped the advan- 
tage that troops enjoy whlle acting in a country where the people are 
friendly. We had to hâve the country guarded back to our base of 
supplies, which necessitated our leaving heavy détails along the roads 
to guard our communication as we advanced,'^ more men were required 
the farther we penetrated the enemy's country. 

On the sixth of May. we are ready for the fray, both armies being 
in position. On the seventh we march slowly and cautiously, as wé 
close UB to the en^my in force at Dalton, Buzzards Roost and Rocky 
Face; while McPherson with the army of the Tennessee, was ready to 
force his way through Snake Creek Gap on the right flank, while Hooker 
was keeping the enemy busy on the left. 

On the seventh we moved forward until about the middle of the 
afternoon, threw out pickets and videttes, and bivouaced for the night, 
without encountering the enemy. The 8th we again advanced to Snake 
Creek Gap and camped; the cavalry scouring our front. On the 9th we 
.attempted to advance, found the enemy in force, which the sklrmishers 
engaged vigorously; heavy cannonading could be heard on the left, 
from which we awaited news before pressing them too forcibly. We 
advanced slowjy ail day under flre until late at night, then are ordered 
to the rear to protect the train. On the lOth there was a terrifie rain and 
thunder storm extending well into the night; when in much excitement 
we are called into Une, so dark that it causes great confusion in keep- 
ing track of the moving column. We finally form a line on the crest 
of the hills and hurrledly throw up breastworks, working ail night at 
it. Ail the next day we were kept in line strengthening the works and 
expecting attack. The 12th we laid still ail day under arms. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
BATTLE OF RESACA. 

May 13th, 1864, under command of Major General G. M. Dodge, 
the left wlng of the 16th Corps, two divisions, moved out at early 
morning at 8:00 o'clock a. m., marched about six miles and formed 
on the hills surrounding Resaca, took position on t&e right of the 15th 
A. C, the 4th, (Jeneral Veach's, on the right of General Osterhaus 
division. Sweeney's 2nd division of the 16th corps (ours) forming on 
the right of General Veach. First brigade on the right of 2nd division; 
the 62nd Illinois being on the right of the brigade and the right of the 
whole army. The day was bright and pleasant, the Unes advancing 
in columns by régiments, wfth battery *'H" in the center between the 
lines. The men moved with spirit and enthusiasm with movements well 
executed and with the colors waving. it was beautiful to behold. At 
2:00 o'clock the battle .opened — Smith's Osterhaus' and Veach's di- 
visions on the left being heavily engaged; our lines steadily advanc- 
ing, with the enemy giving ground and falling back inside their in- 
trenchments, until darkness put an end to the conflict. Most of the 
flghting in our front was done by our battery from hill to hill, so that 
the loss to our régiment was very slight. 

On the 14th our brigade is withdrawn with the rest of our di- 
vision, to lay pontoons and effect a crossing of the Oostanaula river four' 
miles below; the left wing of the régiment was ordered to support bat- 
tery "H" First Missouri, which was advanced to the bank of the river 
in an open fleld. On the opposite side of the river was General Walk- 
er's rebel division with a battery and earth worRs, and the bank of 
the river lined with sharpshooters. Why we were ordered in such an 
exposed position on the bank of a navigable river not over 150 feet 
wide, which the enemy could not cross without boats, when the battery 
could hâve done Just as efficient service without us, I never hâve been 
able to understand. We simply laid flat on the ground close to the 
battery; while the two batteries had a terrifie duel until our artillery 
made it so hot for them that they abandoned their guns and took shelter 
behind a brick house near their works. There was a rail fence just 
in our rear, which was knocked ail to pièces in the melee, showing 
us how uncomfortably close the cannon balls came to us, but we hugged 
the earth and held our ground. 

Every old soldier knows that the hardest thing in connection with 
a battle is supporting artillery and not being allowed to return the 
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fire or the waiting under flre for orders to move, To push forward in 
the fight is excitlng work, so exciting as to call out ail the énergies of 
a man, and to keep his mind full of thoughts of that which he has to 
do for the moment. He has no time to think of danger, or to specu- 
late i4>on chances. But when he has to stand or lie, in Une, with the 
bullets whistling about him, or with the sound of the battle in his ears, 
and with nothing to do in- the nature of action or of effect, he is sure 
to he thinking of danger, and fearing the results of delay, and to be 
sufTerlng from the strain upon his nerves, which is ail the intenser be- 
cause there is nothing for his muscles to do. 

A part of the régiment was detailed to assist the Pioneer corps 
and help in laying the pontoons. They were canvas pon- 
toons, put together in the timber in the rear, and when 
ail ready a dozen men would take each one on their shoulders and run 
down the road, throw them in the stream, where they were immediately 
fllled with skirmishers and propelled across the river, under fire of their 
sharpshooters, when they would scramble under cover of the banks 
awaiting sufficient force to make the advance. Many were woùnded 
and the frail canvas boats were perforated before a crossing could be 
effected. A cannon bail tore through the men that were carrying one 
pontoon down. killing 3 and wounding 4 of Co. "C," and it fell on top of 
them. During the fray, a private in our brigade, Ashel M. Pyburn, of 
the 66th Indiana, dlscovering their battle flag floating from their works, 
stripped, swam the river and captured it under fire without getting a 
scratch. After triumphantly returning he proudly marched the length 
of our front in the costume of the statue of Apollo Belvidere, exhibiting 
it to the command amld the flre of the r«bel skirmishers on Ihe oppo- 
site bank. It was the nerviest thing to do I ever witnessed, but did 
not display much judgmènt. We succeeded in getting a few men of 
Yates sharpshooters across but they could not accomplish anything and 
we withdrew them after dark, during which time a détail from our régi- 
ment of about a hundred men secured some of the pontoons which had 
got adrift and floated down the stream during the engagement. About 
midnight the brigade withdrew about four miles back to Snake Creek 
Gap in order to get a chance to get out of range of the enemy and where 
there waa water and opportunity to get our meals. We left as an out- 
post and command of observation, two companies of the 52nd Illinois, 
under command of Lient. E. B. Spalding, who held the position 
untll the next moming. He reported that he could hear what purported 
to be the cries of the wounded across the river, but fearing it was a 
ruse to lure some of his command across and capture them, did not 
respond. 
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BATTLE OF LAY'S FERRY, OR CALHOUN. 

May 15th. After a night's rest we again retumed to efPeci the 
Crossing at Lay's Ferry (by the rebels called Calhoun). This time we 
were successful. Battery "H" First Mo.. Capt. Welker, was plaeed In 
position as before which gave the woods on the opposite side a vigorous 
shelling, the pontoons were launched, 2 Ck)s. of the 66th Ills. sharpshoot- 
ers were sent over, followed by the 2nd lowa in support, then the 52nd 
Ills., then the 66th Indiana, when the 7th lowa, under command of Maj. 
McMullen {Col. Parrott being sick) crossed over and tool^ position in 
advance. Companies "B" and "F" were deployed as skirmishers, under 
command of Captain Mahon, and were soon engaged. The battle waa 
short and décisive; it did not last over flfteen minutes; the 7th lowa 
had the enemy on the run almost before the support could corne up to 
take a hand. The principal loss was in the 7th lowa whlch had flfty- 
three killed and wounded. For a detailed description ot the battle, I 
add the following wrltten by Major Mahon, who was in the front and 
thickest of the fray with the skirmishers and conspicuous for his gal- 
lantry, tp which I can personally testify, being wifh him with company 
"B" on the skirmish Une. 



HOW THE FIRST BRIGADE EFFECTED THE CROSSING OF 

OOSTENAULA RIVER, WHICH FORCED JOHNSTON'S ARMY 

IN THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN TO EVACUATE THE 

STRONG POSITION AT RESACA. 

By Major Mahon. 
The mémorable campaign resulting in the capture of Atlanta was 
inaugurated by the movement of the Army of the Tennessee through 
Snake Creek Gap, some thirty miles south of Chattanooga. On May 
9th, the leading division, which was the 2nd division of the 16tli army 
corps, debouched into Sugar Valley and by rapid march of about ten 
miles, reached the vicinity of Resaca, in tlie afternoon. The town, 
though well fortifled, was practlcally undefended and could hâve been 
easily taken on the spot. Either through untimely timidlty, or mis- 
understanding of orders, a retreat was ordered when the prize was al- 
most wlthin our grasp, which would hâve plaeed this portion of Sher- 
man's army squarely across Johnston's communications. 
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The command retumed to the same vlcinlty four days later, to 
flnd the town defended by the whole of Johnston's army, which had 
been forced from their position at Dalton by this flan2 movement. 

On the 14th our division received orders to effecl the crossing of 
the Ôostenaula River, which was practically Johnston's line of dé- 
fense, including the fortifications about Resaca, and a poini about 3^ 
miles south of the beleaguered town was selected for the attempt The 
crossing was eflected the same evening and pontoons ail ready to be 
laid, when the advance parties were recalled and the attempt aban- 
doned for the night. At daylight, however, orders were received to 
again secure the crossing, and the First Brigade under Gen. Elliott W. 
Rice was directed to take the advance. Advance parties were ferried 
over, the pontoon laid, and at noon the brigade crossed over. Ck)m- 
pany F of the 7th Regt. was then deployed as sklrmishers with Com- 
pany B protecting their flank, and the 7th Regt. following çlosely in sup- 
port. Thé skirmish line found the enemy's sËirmlshers about one quar- 
ter of a mile from the river on the crest of the bluff, and promptly 
drove them back, routing them from in and about a brick farm house 
with a number of out buildings, stables, barns, etc., capable of being 
held by a small force against attack. The advance of our sklrmishers 
was only stopped when the enemy's line of battle was reached, which 
poured in a destructive fire on the ad van ci ng sklrmishers, the enemy's 
line of battle advancing immediately after firing the flrst volley. The 
gallant sklrmishers of Co. F were loath however, to fall back, and clung 
desperately to a line of fence which they hoped to hold until the régi- 
ment could come to their support, nor were they disappointed in the 
promptness with which their comrades responded. 

At the flrs't outbreak of the firing in iront, MaJ. McMullen, who 
was then in command, moved the régiment rapidly to the support of 
the hard pressed skirmish line. The momentum of the advance car- 
ried the régiment past the position of the skirmish line, sweeplng it 
along with it, and developed an impetuous charge straight against the 
center of the enemy's line, which far out-flanked ours both right and 
l^ft. The sudden assault was successful and scattered the enemy's line, 
forcing them to retreat, the régiment following closely on the heels of 
the retreating enemy, until the command were with difflculty stopped 
by their officers. About this time one staff offlcer after another came 
riding from the rear, commanding that no gênerai engagement be 
brought on, and ordered the régiment to fall back to its original posi- 
tion at the crest of the hill, which position was held the rest of the 
day and the following night, . supported by the other régiment of the 
brigade. 

The next day the Army of the Tennessee crossed the river at this 
point and Resaca was evacuated by the enemy. 
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For the tiine occupied in this action, it was one of the severest 
for the regimenf of the whole Atlanta campaign, as the régiment lost 
63 men inside of Ave minutes, being 15 per cent of the command. The 
resuit of the movement was of great importance, as its success vlr- 
tually decided the fate of the position of Resaca and compelled the 
retreat of Johnston's army. The régiment however, never had any 
voluble correspondent nor chroniclers, hence the event was passed 
as a mère incident of the campaign. The event Hlustrated to the nar- 
rator the almost invincible force of a determlned body of men in 
close quarters. 



General Johnston in his officiai report gave as a reason of hia 
évacuation of Resaca and the abandonment of his heavy fortifications 
there*, that it was on account of our forced crossing of the Oostanaula 
river, which llanked his position and threatened his rear. We were 
opposed at the crossing by Walkers Confederato division, composed 
mostly of Mississippians. Our régiment captured. 23 prisoners in the 
engagement. 

On the 16th we advanced our line two miles when we ran Into 
a heavy line of their sklrmishers again, which we engaged briskly and 
formed a line of battle, placed our artillery in position, openlng on 
them at short range, they responded with a battery, but stub- 
bornly gave ground on the approach of our battle line until they came 
to Rome cross-roads, where we bivouaced for the night. Our loss 
in this affair was 26 or 30 killed and wounded mostly among Birge's 
sharpshooters (66th Ills.) and the battery. Ail the gênerai offlcers 
from General McPherson down were close observers throughout the 
day, but did not seem to deem it prudent to press matters more 
vigorously I suppose on account of the fact that the left of the army 
was not sufficiently advanced. We could hear Old Joe Hooker, as 
he is familiarly termed, pounding away ali day on the lêft, evldently 
meeting with stubborn résistance on that part of the line there also. 
We had left our knapsacks in rear a week before, in order to be In 
light flghting trlm; they were brought up in the evening by the regi- 
mental teams. On the 17th the 15th Corps took the advance, which gave 
us respite from the flghting line, we bringing up the rear as support. 
It rained frequently during the day, some attributed it to the heavy 
connonading. May 18th we moved out, getting a late start on account 
of the roads being occupied by batteries and teams, going to the front. 
A heavy force of the enemy could be seen across the railroad retreating 
in the direction of Adairsvllle. As the 15th Corps had the advance 
and right of way we had to wait for their movements, which is al- 
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ways tiresome to do. We marched ail night, passing through Adairs- 
vllle arrivlng at Kingston the next day, The raiiroad was repaired, 
the trains came up wlth rations and Quartermasters stores, when 
rations were issued, and clothing which was very much. needed was 
distributed. Heavy cannonading was heàrd through the day, de- 
noting that General Logan with the 15th Corps was doing business at 
the front as usual. On the 20th .we remained in camp ail day bathing 
and getting a much needed rest. Some of the boys drained a mill 
pond, from which they got a nice lot of fresh flsh.^The sanitary com- 
mission came forward with some sauer kraut anjd potatoes and dis- 
tributed them among the command, which had the eftect of counter- 
acting our scurvy condition brought about by our long subsistance 
on sait méat and hard bread. The 22nd we remained in camp ail day. 
On the 23rd broke camp in the afternoon, hot and dusty crossed the 
Etowah river, passing what was said to be Alexander H. Stevens' plan- 
tation; the march was exceedingiy tiresome, belng dusty wlth fré- 
quent delays; did not arrive in canip until after nine o'clock p. m. 
On the 24th we marched in rear guarding Battery *'H," we having to 
march in the'brush beside the road in order to give the road to the 
battery and ammunition train. Showery through the day and heavy 
rain at night before we go in to bivouac. We had a hard march mak- 
ing slow progress through mud and swollen streams. 25th we broke 
camp early in the morning. Made slow progress on account of the 
condition of the roads; artillery and wagon trains were mired in the 
mud and the m en were required to help extricate them and buiid 
corduroy roads around places that had become impassible; had to 
camp on low, wet ground where it was impossible to flnd a dry place to 
lay down. We passed over Lime Mountain among abandoned gold 
mines, which seeraingly had not been worked for many years. 

On the 26th we broke camp at three o'clock in the morning, be- 
fore we had time to get breakfast, maréhed until noon when we 
were given time to eat; we had no sooner sat down on the ground to 
do so when a volley of bullets was shot into us from a log house in 
an open fleld, which was occupied by rebel sharpshooters, a bullet 
passed through private Delaps tin plate he was eating off and one man 
In Company "D" was wounded; a section of a battery was run up to the 
front and opened up on the Johnnies, when they hurrledly vacated 
the premises and we finished our meal in peace. We crossed Pumpkin 
Vine creek and formed in line of battle in front of Dallas, three hun- 
dred yards in rear of front line where the advance threw up a line of 
Works for défense. On the 27th we advance our line in face of heavy 
skîrmishing to a ridge and threw up a Une of défensive works through 
the night. 28th, heavy skirmishing ail day, when the enemy under 
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Clebourne attempt to drive back our Une, but were repulsed and se- 
verely punished; our loss was small as we fought behind our défenses. 
We are continuai 1 y required to lay on our arms and ordered not to 
remove our accoutrements. 29th, heavy skirmishlng day and night, 
nothing apparently accomplished on either side. On the 30th the 
rebels charged us again in the night, flring terrifie, and darkness lit 
up with flash of flrearms in the attack and défense, making it sub- 
lime, grand, appalling and terrifie. The 2nd Brigade went over the 
Works and attempted to drive the enemy but were repulsed and had 
to retire behind our défenses. We are compelled to leave our wound- 
ed until dark to remove them from the front where they fell among 
the enemy's dead. Slst there was an attempt to withdraw the Une for 
the purpose of moving the army to the left, but the enemy watched 
us so closely and foUowed us so that it had to be a'bandoned. We are 
within talking distance and hâve considérable amusement Jollying 
them; whenever anything displeasing is said, the retort is given back 
with a volley of musketry, which sometimes makes a cutting and 
stinging reply. 

June Ist. 1864. There was heavy firing along the line ail night, 
which is getting to be a common occurrence; about 8 o'clock our line 
was withdrawn to the left -and rear, about three miles where we oc- 
cupied a line of works evidently prepared by the Pioneer corps for 
us. The right of the army was undoubled to left and rear^ falling 
back in good order and without haste by brigades, covered by a heavy 
skirmish line. We held this position until the Army of the Tennessee 
had retired through our lines when we took up the march as a rear 
guard. The enemy's cavalry followed closely in sight.which had the eifect 
of keeping stragglers from falling behind. Lient. Spaldlng, of the 
52nd llls., in our brigade, in his dairy relates that: "Our brigade line 
runs by quitc a large hewed log house. Batîery **H" was located so as 
to command the road over which we came; no sooner was the troops 
in position than the people living in the house were moved ont with ail 
their goods, as carefully as time permitted, and off came the roof and 
down came the logs and inside of an hour, with logs and earth, a 
good fort covered our battery. Felt sorry for the people as they stood 
looking at the transformation of their home into breastworks, but 
self protection bas first daim on one. • • • The enemy's cavalry followed 
us in our movements. taking good care to keep within safe distance 
without molesting us. At the picket line, some of the boys thought 
it would be a fine thing to play a trick on the enemy, so one of them 
went back on the road a ways and sat down, as though he was a 
straggler restlng, while the rest concealed themaelves — it being the 
arrangement that this man should sit there until the enemy's cavalry 
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shoiild corne in sight and then to run and hâve them chase him and 
by that means get them close to our concealed line, so that the boys at 
close range could knock them off their horses. The man sat on the 
log and saw the enemy coming; but in his désire to draw them on 
In good Shape, he waited too Ions, and when he started to run, he 
came with ail his might. with them close after him. but they were 
getting so close upon him the boys were compelled to open flre at long 
range. They saved him and dld not hâve the fun fhey expected. It 
came near being a serious thing for the fellow; the cavalry pulled up 
as soon as they discovered what was ahead of them and the man 
came In out of breath." This movement was another ruse, or flank 
movement to the left to gain posession of the railroad and Allatoona 
Pass and get within supporting distance of Hooker and Thomas who 
had been unsuccessful In the attack at New Hope church. Allatoona was 
taken. railroad communication was establlshed and Sherman's real 
object was galned. On the 2nd we worked at building breastworks well 
Into the night; heavy skirmishlng to our left in front of 15th Corps. 
It rained during the night. 3rd, quiet ail day in our front, could see 
the enemy's cavalry and trains maneuvering on the hills in our front 
and Lost Mountain in the distance. 3rd, held our position ail day; 
no flghtlng in our immédiate front, but heavy skirmishlng ail day to 
our left. 4th, rained in forenoon and nasty work building breast- 
work8;heavy skirmishlng still going on to our left. 5th, moved out&bout 
noon, afer drawing three days rations; weather damp and sultry; 
marched six miles to left of army and went into camp; our rations 
bave been very short for past two weeks. 6th, broke camp at 6:00 
o'clock p. m. and marched untll midnight being delayed by wagon 
trains and artillery occupying roads. 7th, rest ail day waiting for 
trains and cavalry to pass. 8th and 9th, waiting for some cause unknown 
to thé ordlnary soldier. lOth, moved out at six o'clock In the morning, 
halted in the valley of Lookout Mountain; rained very hard, heavy flr- 
ing by our forces in our front; several sallies were made forcing the 
enemy back to the foot of the mountaln. General Blair with two di- 
visions of the 17th Corps and a brigade of cavalry joined the army; 
thèse reinforcements nearly making up our losses made since the 
beglnning of the campaign. lOth, marched in a pouring rain six miles 
and bivouaced near station of Big Shanty. Fiat and wet, troops 
crowded together with no dry place to lie down. Kenesaw mountain in 
front with a range of wooded hills trending off to northwest, terminât- 
ing in a peak called Brush Mountain. To the right was a smaller hill 
called Pine Mountain, and beyond it in the distance. Lost Mountain. 
Ail thèse, though links in a continuons chain, présent a sharp, conical 
appearance, prominent in the vast landscape that présents itself from 
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any of the foothills that abound in that région. Pi ne Mountain forms the 
apex, and Kenesaw and Lost Mountain t^e base of the triangle, per- 
fectly covering the town of Marietta and the raiiway back to the 
Chattahoochee river. On each of thèse peaks the enemy had his signal 
stations, in plain view of the naked eye. The enemy's linê was fully five 
miles long. The Army of the Tennessee was ordered to move towards 
Marietta, his left on the railroad. General Thomas on Kenesaw and 
Pine Mountain, and General Scofield ofT towards Lost Mountain, with 
General McCook loking to the rear and communications; our Unes 
were now close up and dispositions were made to break the enemy's 
Unes between Kenesaw and Pine Mountains. Our signal corps got 
hold of the clpher, for a few days, of the enemy's signais and read 
that during our cannonade o? the 14th Major General Leonidas K. 
Polk, of the Confederate Army was kllled, and Major General Lovell 
succeeded to the command. 

The enemy hâve heavy fortifications in our front witu heavy bat- 
teries on the summit of the hîlls and mountains comanding our po- 
sitions awaiting our approach. It seems as though the 16th corps was 
like a whip cracker, and is s^ddenly snapped from one llank of the 
army to the other; marching in the rain by nlght and in the day in 
the beat, and with the Army of the Te'hnessee, performing most of 
the remarkable flanking movrments of the campaign. Où the 15th, 
the brigade broke camp and moved up and occupied the advance, close 
up to the enemy's lines and base of Kenesaw Mountain, we occupied 
temporary works erected by the troops we relieve, and are close up 
to the enemy who are heavily fortified on the hills and mountains 
above us. Heavy skirmishing with some cannonading most of the 
time; the right wing of the army seems to be making some progress. 
forcing the lines of the enemy baok. Our wounded men on the skir- 
mish line are being brought lack frequently, together with prisoners 
they capture. We are obliged to keep low in the wet ditches exposed 
to the burning sun l)y day, as if we expose ourselves, it causes a vol- 
ley from the enemy, in their works above us in close range. The foot 
hills seem to be allve wit-i Johnnics who keep up a fussilade of shoot- 
Ing to intimidate us. The enemy charged our skirmlshers, but they 
held their ground knowing that their supports were near. Two entire 
companies with their officers v*'ere taken prisoners in our front and 
bro'jght back by the men or ^e outposts. They belonged to the 31 st 
and 40th Alabama. On the l+h we w^ere ordered to hold ourselves in 
readiness for action at a iconcnts notice, spécial examination was 
made cf our cartridge boxec t pce that they were supplied with am- 
munition, and that the arms ' cre in serviceable condition. 17th, we laid 
still ail day under arms aw:.:t;ng orders; heavy skirmishing and can- 
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nonading going on ail the time obllging us to keep close to the ditches 
and ground ail the tlme; nien hâve no opponunlty to get exercise and 
keep clean and get restless; some are overcome with the heat lylng 
in the sun and are taken to the rear. Much useless shooting going 
on ail the time as the timber and undergrowth in our front is so 
dense. Whlle we were pressing the left center, the army to the right 
turned Johnston's flank. capturing Lost Mountain and ail the hills 
except Kenesaw. For weeks thereafter the Union army vainly sought 
to dislodge Johnston from the heights of Kenesaw. It seemed an 
impossible task. The whole mountain was a fortress. There were 
miles of strong entrenchments. Nearly ail the time the raln fell in 
torrents, the low lands being flooded. The roads were almost impass- 
ible. Shermans soJdiers worked knee deep in mud. But they kept on 
worklng. 

On the 30th of June, our régiment was sent to the skirmish line; 
while marching up a straight road up the mountain, the rebel sharp 
shoot ers flred at ùs ^t long range. One shot struck B. C. Burdick of 
Co. "B" in the breast, went through him, crashèd through the vertebra 
in his back entering hls knapsack, puncturing twenty-three thicknesses 
of his folded blanket. He was marching just ahead of and fell a- 
gainst me. I asked him ii he was hurt; he replied "not much", and im- 
mediately expired. I left htm with fifer Thayer and went on with the 
Company. We marched nearly a half a mile up the mountain before we 
left the road and deployed; so the shot must hâve been at range of near- 
ly a mile. The bullet that killed him was about as large as the little fin- 
ger and as long; it was sent to his mother. We captured some prlsoners 
after that with those weapons and they said they were a British arm 
and cost four baies of cotton each. We had four men wounded near 
there. 

The army was not content with besieging Kenesaw, but kept try- 
ing to work its way around the mountain. Disquited by thèse events, 
the enemy sought to check them on the 22 by a sharp attack on Hooker 
at Kulps farm, which was repulsed with heavy losses. Five days later, 
the 27th of June, Sherman ordered an attack to be made just south of 
the mountain, by Thomas, and a supportlng movement by McPherson 
northward. They were both repulsed wiOi heavy losses, and Sherman 
decided to waste no more lives in direct attack, but to turn the enemy's 
position, as he had done several times before. So on July Ist, McPher- 
son marched toward Turners Ferry, there to cross the Chattahoochee. 
The movement was effe<;tive. Johnston immediafely abandoned Ken- 
esaw ,and retreated 5 miles.to Smyrna Camp Ground. 0:ir heaviest losses 
were not in the assults and engagements of th^ campaign, but in the 
daily skirmishing. This was kept up contlnually for seventy days, 
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during whlch time the two armies never lost their grapple. It became 
customary, in taking up a new position, to entrench the skirmish Une 
until it was only less strong than the main one. Thèse Unes were weU 
manned, and the roar of musketry on it was sometimes scarcely distin- 
guishable from the sound of a gênerai engagement. Ck)nfederate Gen- 
eral Johnston in his narrative says, "The Fédéral troops approached 
Walker's Une on the south were driven back by a fire of artillery directed 
against their left flank by General French; but the main body, un- 
checked by Cockrell's skirmishers, pressed forward steadily under fire 
of the brigade, until within twenty or thirty paces of its Une. Hère 
it was checked and ultimately repulsed, by the steady courçigé of the 
Missourians. The action had continued over an hour, with spirit, 
during most of which time fifty fleld pièces were playing upon our 
troops. 

But the most determined and powerful attack fell upon Cheat- 
ham's division and the left of Cleburne's. The Unes of the two armies 
were much nearer to each other there; therefore the action was begun 
at much shorter range. The Fédéral troops were in greater force 
and deeper order, too, and pressed forward with a resolution always 
displayed by the American soldier when properly led. An attempt to 
turn the left was promptly met and defeated l)y Cheatham's reserve — 
Vaughn's brigade. After maintaining the contest for three-quarters 
of an hour, until more of their soldiers lay dead and wounded than 
the number of British Vétérans that fell in General Jackson's cele- 
brated battle of New Orléans, the foremost dead lying against. our 
brcast works, they retired unsuccessful — because they had encountered 
intrenched infantry unsurpassed by that of Napoleon's Old Guard, or 
that which followed Wellington into France, out of Spain. The Con- 
federate loss in this affair was reported at 908. They estimated our loss 
7,500, which was very ëxaggerated, as our losses ail told according to 
General Sherman's officiai report was only 7,530 from June Ist to 
July 3rd. 

On the 29th of June a truce was agreed upon to permit the burial 
of the dead between the Unes. 

Having given a daily détail of the movements of Sherman's army 
sjnce the beginning of the Atlanta campaign, since the first of May, it 
wiU be interesting reading to give a daily diary of the itinerency and 
doings of the army opposing us, so I herewith give a diary from the offi- 
ciai records of the "War of the Rébellion," being a journal kept at 
headqiiarters, Confederate Army of the Tennessee, by Lient. T. B. 
Mackall, on General J. E. Johnston's staff, who was detailed for that 
purpose. 
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JOURNAL OF OPERATIONS OF THE ARMY OF TENNESSEE. 

Saturday, May 14.— Several attacks made on our Une, beginning 
on our left and extendlng toward the right as far as Stevenson's left; 
only vlgorous in front of Hindman. Our loss during the day gener- 
ally slight, except in offlcers and artillery horses. At 6 p. m. Stewart 
and Stevenson, support ed by Walker (two or three brigades), swing 
round, driving the enemy easily. Stevenson's movement particu- 
larly '*prompt and vigorous;" Stewart not engaged; no enemy in 
his front. 

P. S. — About 4:20 p.m. I was sent to General Hardee to tell him 
to feel if any enemy was in his front, as enemy was attacking Hind- 
man vigorously, so that, if possible, General Hardee mlght aid Gen- 
eral Hood. Found the former behind Bate's line, where flghting 
was brisk. Just then a stafT officer came from Gleburne and said 
that though not at that time engaged he could see two Unes of battle 
and he **could hold his position." General Hardee then sent word 
to General Mackall that so far from being able to aid Hood he could 
not "weaken Gleburne to aid Bâte. He thought two of Walker's 
brigades had better be brought from south of the river; one to be 
placed on right of Hood and one on the left — on Bate's right, where 
he joined Hood, the weakest point. If Walker could not be brought 
up Loring's second line could be spared very well." (Walker had 
already been ordered up, two brigades being in reserve in woods 
on south bank; Stevens' (brigade) guarding crossing on the Calhoun 
road.) 

On returning to headquarters General Walker's troops were Just 
coming up the road; delivered message. General Johnston rode off 
to put Mercer in position behind Stewart; was soon followed by 
General Mackall. After remainlng behind a short time to forward 
dispatchcs, etc., join the gênerai on high hill to the left of point 
where Dalton dirt road and railroad mect. About 6 p. m., Hood 
driving enemy rapidly. I am sent to tell him that Mr. Wigfall had 
just taken two brigades of General Walker's division in behind 
Stewart; that a third brigade of Walker's would soon be up (part 
of Loring's division; Featherstone's brigade also brought up). I wAs 
directed to say also that préparations must be made to continue the 
movement (swinging around our right) at daylight next morning. 
"Let the troops understand it." Rode up Dalton and Resaca dift 
road in search of General Hood; inqui'red but could learn nothing 
of him; turned back to near hill where I started from and went 
up the railroad. There, in a eut where Stewart's line was in the 
mornini?. were |>enerals Johnston, Hood, Walker, and Mackall. l 
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reported to latter that I had taken wrong road. etc. Presently two 
prisoners were broughtln and quesMoned by the gênerais; not com- 
municative. A thlrd brought up said their Une of battle ran north- 
east and southwest; he belonged to Whitaker's brigade. Stanley'8 
division, Fourth Army Corps. They expected to be victorious, had 
massed their forces near our bridge. About dark Wheelçr came up 
to the eut, and after consulting brought up his cavalry which went 
out the railroad. Ail then rode in to the little house behind Selden's 
battery where headquarters are at night. 

■ The enemy did not offer much résistance to Hood's right; batteries 
limbered up and lell back at the approach of our skirmish Une. Ali 
In good spirits at gaining ground and the railroad, and at the prospect 

.oT renewing the attack at daylight and cutting the enemy ofE from 
•Snake Creek Gap. On the way to headquarters for the night it was 
found that a severe engagement had taken place on Polk*s line. As 
we attacked on the right, Sherman, supposing our left weakened, 
promptly assaulted our lines and the battle raged hotly according to 
ail accounts for an hour and a half, The firing, strange to say, was 
not heard where we were. Major Clare says he reported that the 
enemy had effected a lodgment on the hill opposite to the house where 
headquarters were establisfaed the night of General Johnston's ar- 
rivai from Dalton. 

When we reached the house heavy firing of musketry was going 
on. Accounts confused. Some said hill was to be retaken; two 
régiments were ordered to retake It by one of the gênerais on the Une. 
Hardee at headquarters on General Johnston's arrivai; General 
Hood had accompanied the gênerai. About same time news received 
from General Martin that enemy had crossed Oostenaula (two divis- 
ions). Featherstone, of Loring's command, who had been sent to 
report to Hood, was ordered to move promptly and occupy trenches 
eouth of Sheldon'8 battery. Walker and staff sent for. Only six of 
our guns of thirty on Polk's front are said to hâve opened to keep 
back the enemy. Officers of one staff in Polk's corps said the enemy 
holds the hill gained in evening; others said it had been retaken; 
others that it was to be. Impossible to learn the truth. 

N. B. — In the afternoon, when General Johnston ordered me to 
tell General Hood to make préparations to "continue the movement" 
the next day at daylight, following up the success, he directed me 
to Impress upon General Hood his wish that in executing the plan 

,he should keep his face toward the mouth of Snake Creek Gap, the 
mouth of the gap the object to be reached. 

T. B. MACKALL, 

Aide-de-Camp, 
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RESACA. 

May 15, 1864.— Sheldon's battery, 5:30 a. m., sharp skirmlshing on 
our left. Enemy appears to be preparing for a gênerai attack in the 
fog. Last night General Walker crosses to south of Oostenaula. 
6:45 a. m., very sharp sklrmishing and an occassional cannon on 
Hardee's litie during last hour. Our skirmishers last night occupied 
original position on' extrême left; enemy not holding the hlll com- 
manding railroad and wagon bridge (see ?elow). 

(Two divisions of enemy reported on south slde of river; wagon 
train has been started; pontoon bridge laid yesterday above exposed 
bridges; no chance of Cockrell, advance of French, getCing up to 
Rome to-day.) 

7 a. m., General Johnston has been on tliehiU where Selden's bat- 
tery is posted since flring began; is just going to ride to the right, 
leaving General Mackall hère. Skirmishing and artillery still going 
(on). 10 a. m., General Johnston returned to Sheldon's battery an 
hour ago. Answer sent to cipher of the Président received yesterday: 

Sherman cannot re-enforce Grant without my (General J.'s) know- 
ledge, and will not as skirmishing along our entire Une. We (are) in 
présence of whole force of enemy assembled from North Alabama 
and Tennessee. 

Ferguson's brigade of cavalry, also Brigadier-General Jackson 
hâve reached Rome. Wheeler has just gone to upper pontoon bridge, 
which will not be ready for crossing for flfteen minutes. It is in long 
range of the 6-gun battery put up last night on the hill which they 
captured. 11 a. m., very heavy musketry and artillery firing going 
on, apparently on Hindman's Une. Just before it became so rapid 
General Johnston rode up the Dalton road, apparently on account of 
some news brought by Hampton from Hardee. 12 m., about 11:15 
battery on our extrême right opened. Firing slackened on Hind- 
man's front. Battery on hill on our left enfilades our trenches; 
riflemen annoying to our gunners. 12 m., General Johnston has 
corne back to Sheldon's battery. The firing on extrême right three- 
quarters of an hour ago caused by enemy's cavalry crossing Conne- 
sauga in rear of Hood, capturing Hood's hospital. A brigade of 
our cavalry after them, supported by a brigade of Stewart's. Cap- 
tait Porter, who went with General Johnston, came back. Says 
last reports represent our troops driving enemy's cavalry. 1:30 p. 
m., heavy musketry and artillery on Hindman's front; began about 
fifteen minutes ago. Lieutenant Wigfall has just come up to say 
enemy are making a very determined attack on Hindman. General 
Johnston preparing tp mount to ride to Hood's. Firing continuous. 
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3:30 p. m., few minutes after wrltlng above rode off to General 
Hood's with General Mackall, who -accompanied General Johnston. 
Found Hood where Dalton dirt road and railroad are near each 
other and where we now are. Hindman, a few minutes after we 
arrived, repulsed the enemy, who came up in some places lo his 
breast-works. Our reserves not used. Orders given for Stewart to 
take enemy in flank; for wagons which were sent back to be brought 
up to Resaca. Stevenson and Hindman to take up movement of 
Stewart. Featherstone brought from Polk's Une, also Maney and 

from Cheatham. Thèse supports came up in very short 

time. Stevenson, however, sent word that enemy in three Unes 
were preparing to attack Stewart's center. 3:40 p. m., (in rear of 
Stewart's line near railroad), Stewart direct ed to receive attack 
and pursue. But sllght skirmishing now; enemy not making attack. 
9:30 p. m., at house behlnd Sheldon's battery (headquarters at night). 
Orders given to w^thdraw from this place; arrangements made 
and trains moving. This afternoon, about 4:30 p. m., Stewart, in 
obédience to orders to attack if his position was not assaulted, ad- 
vanced; soon his Une was broken by a terrible fire of Hooker*s 
corps, who were re^dy to attack. I had been 8e^t to accompany 
Major Ratchford to General Featherstone (held in reserve), to order 
him in the générales name to take position in support of Stewart, 
near Green's house. 

Monday, Mayl6.— On Calhoun and Adairsville road, two miles 
south of Calhoun. While in field in rear of Stewart's line and near 
railroad last night, about dark, corps and division commanders as- 
sembled, and instructions given to effect withdrawal of army to south 
bank of Oostenaula. Enemy had crossed force to south bank of 
river, at Dobbin's Ferry; reported two divisions. Walker was facing 
them, immediately in our front. He was intrenched, his line extend- 
ing from Oostenaula River to Tilton, on Connesauga. Stewart had 
been repulsed in attempting to flank him. What was to prevent 
him from detaching 40,000 and striking our communications, hold- 
ing on at same time to their works with a force equal to ours? We 
could not send a force sufficient to beat the force in our rear and at 
same time hold présent position. In two hours after Stewart's re- 
puise Cheatham, Hindman, Cleburne, etc., were assembled around 
the camp-fires. Hardee had been there ail evening. Routes and 
times fixed; cars to be sent for wounded; wagons and ambulances 
and most of artillery to cross pontoons above; troops and artillery 
on Polk's line on railroad and small tresfie bridge; an hour occupied 
in giving orders, etc., and ail dispersed, going to their headquarters. 
We rode in; wagons not brought over. After writing (llspatcUes 
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to dictation of General Mackall to Polk, Hopd, and Hardee, telling 
latter to notify P.; after troops and skirmishers driven in, lay down 
(sleeping on porch of house in rear of Sheldon's battery); waked by 
noise — ^firing, confusion, etc.; saddle and mount. General Loring 
cornes up; ail ride to roadside at foot of Sheldon*s battery, passing 
through Hindman^s column golng to railroad bridge; Cheatham'a 
pass from bis line over small trestle bridge below. Night cloudy. 
Pirlng of musketry and small-arms on Hood's line, whicb was rapid 
and continuons on first waking; decreased. Thèse t)roops (Cheat- 
ham's and Hood's) did not seem at ail alarmed, ratber noisy and in 
very good humor. Enemy's line on river remarkably quiet. Mat- 
ters had been alarming on Hood's front. Enemy learning probably 
through (sic). Near Calhoun, 5:30 p. m., order given to send 
wagons back one mile and a half south of Adairsyille; 6:30 p. m., our 
wagons parking; saddling. 

Tuesday, May 17. 1864.— We reached Adairsville just before day, 
a little ahead of troops. Cultivated, rolling country from Resaca to 
.Aduirsville. ♦♦♦♦•••«•»•♦ 

9:45 p. m.,,this morning and forenoon guns heard at intervals at 
distance; Wheeler skirmishing; 2:30 p. m., dispatch received from 
Wheeler (2:10), saying enemy pressing rapldly two and a half miles 
from town, and he would hâve to fall back. General had ridden out to 
Hood's line; original sent to him and copies of to H. and H. (Hood and 
Hardee). (Hardee) did not receive his until after his infantry in- 
formed him. At this time cavalry were comlng in. General soon 
came in. By 5 p. m. Cheatham, who was one mile in advance, was 
skirmishing. Pack up and saddle. Troops who had not been in line, 
but massed in bivouac, quickly formed, while firing golng on. Sent 
to Hardee to ask what dispositions he had made; found him on his 
left; Cheatham in advance of ail infantry; Walker on his right, 
Gleburne next, part crossing Oothkaloga Greek; Bâte in reserve. 
Retumed soon, ail the lieutenant-generals and Wheeler. Enemy re- 
ported on west of Oothkaloga Creek. Bâte sent over; 6,000 cavalry 
reported six miles of Carte'rsville. Pontoons at Gassville. Jackson's 
division cavalry ordered back. One brigade had no corn for three 
days. (Pontoons ordered to Etowah.) Firing heard at Rome, while 
ail this golng on. Telegram from Lieutenant-Oolonel Steever, 
Rome, saying enemy in force, shelling town. I sent after General 
P. about 6 p. m. Ail in council. Gan the army be withdrawn when 
80 many roads into Galhoun? Garry a dispatch in room; General 

W. W. (Mackall) and J looking at map. Latter traces road 

from hère to Gassville; asks how long will it take ail to go down 
one road? (Hood) says can't be done. (Hardee) sald we will hâve 
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to flght. (Hood) has been anxioiis to get from this place south of 
Etowah. 9:10 p. m., Roy and Cunningham bave just been called 
for. In waiting. On 16th May received cipher from Général S. 
D. Lee, Demopolis; not transcribable. Répétition received on 17th, 
at night. Porrest will start on 20th from Corinth to cross Tennessee 
at Florence with 3,500 picked men and 2 batteries. Colonel Hill 
reported on authority of scout that enemy were moving down toward 
Rome^ on Calhoun and Rome road, Palmer's corps in advance, wagon 
trains along, and one brigade cavalry. Did not learn whether any 
other force was behind. 

CASSVILLE. 

Wednesday, May 18.— Reached creek near Cassville about 7:30 
a. m.; got into camp 9:30 a. m.; no firing so far (Just after break- 
fast). Left headquarters Just beyond Adairsvllle and Kingston road, H 
Hardee's corps moved on Adairsville and Kingston road, Hood's and 
Polk's on Adairsville and Cassville. Sear's brigade, French's 
division, reached Adairsville yesterday. French . with Cockrell's 
thls a. m. at Kingston; cars gone for Ector's. French had one bri- 
gade about starting from Rome to join this army when town was 
attacked. Cockrell's detained to aid in défense and protect the other 
brigade. 4 p. m., cipher from S. D. Lee, of 17th, ' Meridian, re- 
ceived. Forrest's move for 20th suspended on account of démon- 
strations from Memphis. Colonel Hannon Just reports enemy's 
cavalry in force advancing on Fairmont road rapidly. and four 
miles from hère. Armstrong ordered to support of Hannon. 

(Following written Thursday, ISth) : Hood and Hardee and Polk 
at headquarters discussing over map plans for morning. Prisoner 
of Hooker's corps brought in; I questioned him. His command was 
behind .Howard's; latter skirmlshed with Cheatham afternoon of 17th 
and ail army was assembled close by. Next morning (on IBth) 
whole command in motion. Howard moved to Adairsville, halted, 
and cooked dinner. Prisoner got lost among Howard's men and was 
told Hooker had moved toward our right, and endeavoring to Join 
his régiment was captured by our cavalry; was told that an addi- 
tional corps was following behind Hooker; knew nothing of other 
commands. Ail appear in good spirits. Telegram received in 
afternoon from Thrasher reporting enemy acknowledge loss of 
45,000 and 31 gênerais in Virginia. General J (ohnston) said Confed- 
eracy was as fixed an institution as England or France. Troops very 
much worried by night marches; in good spirits and confident; 
press confident. Anxiety, however, to fight, partlcularly among 
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offlcers, certain of whom thought good effect of Virginia and L#ou- 
isiana news in raising gold in New York to 210 would be impaired 
by this retreat. Many thought Sherman would not fight— merely 
wanted to drive us across Etowah and to occupy terri tory acquired 
and send reinforcements -o Orant. 

Thursday, May 19.— Moved out to attack enemy, but column re- 
ported advancing on Cartersville road; line changed; brisk skir- 
mlshing. General Ross reports enemy throwing pontoons across 
Etowah at Wooley's Bridge, and crossed a force — main force. 

(Followlng written May 21 near AlUoona): Line changed under 
fire. Brisk skirmishing in afternoon and toward evening to effect 
the change. New line principally along a ridge running nearly 
north and south, covering Cassville and Cass Station road and facing 
westwardly. The signal corps and Çeneral Hardee reported in 
forenoon that enemy in front of Cassville were moving toward 
Kingston, ail advantageous to the designed attack on hîs left flank. 
An order was written about 7 or 8 a. m. thanking troops for patience, 
and telling them they would be led agalnst enemy. Général J (ohùs- 
ton) rode over to General Hood's and then passing by gênerai head- 
quarters rode out Spring Place road, north of creek, with Hood and 
Polk and Hardee to show former where he was to form his Une for 
attack.. General M (ackall) rode from headquarters east of town to 
Join him; found Gênerais J (ohnston, F (olk), and Hardee returning 
(Sears* Mississippi brigade formed across road). Riding back, ail 
passed Cockreirs Missouri brigade resting on road. and in town met 
Hindman's column, advance of Hood's corps, moving to take posi- 
tion on Polk's right. After a few moments in town rode rapidly 
back out Spring Place road; General saw Hood and returned to 
camp-ground and dismounted; Hood's corps passing, Polk's troops 
shifting. About this time, 10:20 a. m., a few discharges of artillery 
on Adairsville and Cassville road, and in ten minutes report of artil- 
lery in easterly direction. General M (ackall), who had rldden out 
to Hood with directions "to make quick work," sent word back by 
courrier, who reported to me that "enemy in heavy force close 
to Hood on Canton road." I tell gênerai, who says it can't be. 
(Armstrong on that road reported none.) Called for map; said if 
that's so General Hood will hâve to fall back at once. Presently 
General M (ackall) rode up at a rapid rate, spoke with General, who 
sent him back in haste. riding one of his horses. Mason went off 
on another; still flring had reased: confusion in passing backward 
and forward of Hood's and Polk's troops. At this time could be 
heard officers ail aro'and reading orders to régiments and cheers ot 
troopB. Some régiments in fleld where headquarters were. folk 
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detains two of Hood's brigades, ^8 Hardee on his left had not closed 
up a gap. Headquarters wagons sent beyond Cassville. Corps corn- 
mandera and Wheeler arrive. 

Instructions to change line. Gênerais J(ohnston) and M(ackall 
and Polk ride on high hill overlooking town and back from original 
line. New line marked out, and troops rapidly formed on it and 
along a ridge. Late in afternoon considérable skirmishing and ar- 
tijlery. Enemy's skirmishers occupled town. Àt one time confu- 
sion; wagons, artillery, and cavalry hasten back; noise, dust, and 
beat. Disorder checked; wagons made to hait. Consternation of 
citizens; many liée, leaving ail; some take away few effects, some 
remain between hostile fires. 

General M(ackall) and I remain several hours on roadside (Cass- 
ville and Cartersville road). Governor Harris brings lunch. Gen- 
eral J(ohnston), about 5 p. m. in afternoon, rides down to Hardee's, 
leaving General M(ackall); I remain. Âbout 6 p. m. General 
M(ackall) sets out to find our camp; meets the General, and both go 
back to a fleld near road in rear of Polk, as skirmishing brisk. 
General J(ohnston) tells Governor Harris he will be ready for and 
happy to receive enemy next day. Wheeler comes up; cavalry falls 
back behind infantry. Dark ride to camp. By a muddy brook near 
General P(olk's) flnd supper ready and tents pitched. After supper, 
General J(ohnston) walks over to General P(olk). General M(ac- 
kall) and rest turn in. Soon General J(ohnston) sends Word by 
Courier to send him two of inspector-general mounted; then one of 
Polk's staff offlcers brings word that ail the staff must report mounted; 
I was direct ed to remain. 

General Mackall returned to camping-place, where most ail staff 
waited until about 2 a. m., when they rode to Cartersville, passing 
trains and artillery parked in fleld; ail burried off without regard 
to order. Reach Cartersville before day, troops come in after day. 
General Johnston comes up — ail hurried over bridges; great con- 
fusion, caused by mixlng trains and by trains which crossed first 
parking at river's edge and others winding around wrong roads; 
about 2,000 wagons crowded on bank. 

Friday, May 20 (written May 22).— General Mackall and staff 
reach Carteraville about 4 a. m., General J(ohnston) later; confusion, 
hurrying wagons and artillery across Etowah bridge. Supply train 
parked on plaln on south side; two pontoon bridges, one wagon trestle 
bridge, one railroad bridge, wagons and artillery blocked up on road; 
trains mixed. Dust and beat, country rough and hilly, little water 
near railroad, army in line on north side. Wagons move toward Al- 
latoona on two roads. After great delay trains removed out of range. 
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In afternoon headquarters established near Moore's house (Hardee's 
headquarters) , near a crossing of railroad and lower AUatoona road» 
one mile and a half from Allatoona. Etowah Iron Works — most 
valuable machinery, teams, wagons, and negroes removed by G. W. 
Smith. Bridges burned this p. m., including railroad bridge by mis- 
take. Troops jaded, artlllery and cavalry horses particularly; Geor- 
gia troops dropped off; ail in pretty good spirits up to falling back 
from Cassville. Change of Une' not understood but thojight al) 
right, but night retreat after issuing gênerai order Impaired confi- 
dence; great alarm in country around. Troops think no stand to be 
made north of Chattahoochee, where supply train is sentf Dispatch 

of Président of May 18 received; he had read dispatch of with 

disappointment. Govemor Brown has ordered ail militia to assem- 
ble at Atlanta. 

Saturday, May 21. — ^Headquarters still near Moore's house on 
Etowah and Allatoona road. Every measure taken to prevent strag- 
gling and bring back absentées. Went to Âcworth to see General 
D. Saw Colonel Beard^inspector-general, who said he could flnd but 
few stragglêrs; many broken-down men with sick tickets going to rear. 

Marietta reported full of stragglêrs. Over thousand barefoot 

men. Some dissatisfaction, but ail will be rectified by rest of few 
days. Campaign unusually severe, according to offlcers who hâve 
been through those in Virginia. President's dispatch of 18th an- 
swered and misstatement of dates in General J(ohnston's) previous 
dispatch corrected. (Mistake^ owing to my giving date of leaving 
Dalton instead of Resaca, which I understood was asked.) About 
dusk enemy's cavalry appear near Etowah; our cavalry drive them 
away. In night Brigadler^eneral Jackson (Walker's division) re- 
ports considérable skirmishing near railroad crossing— enemy occu- 
pying Works on north side. 

(Later) : Armstrong, commanding Jackson's cavalry, ail west of 
railroad. Jackson (disabled) reports enemy's cavalry crossed at 
Gillem's Bridge (south of Kingston) and Infantry and artillery on 
north side. Colonel Ewell telegraphs to know if service of conscripta 
will be received; thousands can be had. Newspapers of to-day say 
nothing of retreat south of Etowah. Expect battle at Cassville. 
Supply trains south of Chattahoochee Kiver. Other wagon trains 
moved south of Allatoona to a more open country. Retum called for. 

NEAR MOORE'S HOUSE. 

Sunday, May 22, 1864. — Mémorandum: On the 20th asked General 
M(ackall) who reported force of enemy on Canton road on 19th 
when we were at Cassville. He said General Hood, who said they 
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had a Une of battle close to him. General M(ackall) could see noth- 
ing and didn't belle ve It.) 9:30 a. m., dispatch this moming. written 
last night by Allen, of cavalry, glves report of a scout. Enemy for- 
tifying on both sides of river at Gillem's bridge; their cavalry had 
gone ont several miles to Stilesborough ; inquired minutely about 
roads; said that to-day an army of 150.000 (?) strong would march out 
on Cedartown road to Atlanta; expected but little opposition, think- 
ing this army utterly demoralized. Ènèmy on short rations. (Mémo- 
randum: Left Cleveland and Ringgold with twenty days*.) This re- 
port sent back to Wheeler, with note advising him not to carry out 
his expédition without being fully informed of position of enemy. 
Immediately afterward he was sent for to corne to headquarters. 
where Hood and Hardee are. Copy of said report sent to Armstrong. 
Wheeler not yet arrived. Jackson's division cavalry picketing river 
below as far as Rome; Wheeler's above as far as Canton. Wheeler 
is to cross the river. Wheeler started in aftemoon after considér- 
able delay, crossing near Etowah bridge. At 3:30 p. m. lieutenant- 
generals and chief of artillery notifled to h^^ everything in readi- 
ness to move at moment's notice. Major Moore notified that troopa 
are to carry three days' rations in haversacks. Guides obtained for 
country south of Etowah and west of railroad. Two bridges being 
built over Pumpkin Vine Creek, and road made. cutting off consid- 
érable distance in moving down river. Country hilly and rocky. 
Heat oppressive and road dusty. Many disloyal people in this sec- 
tion. 

Monday, May 23, 1864. — (After sunset, near Moore's house, one 
mile and a half from Allât oona.) After breakfast, headquarters 
wagons packed and horses saddled, ready for a move; awaiting in- 
formation from cavalry. During day, Wheeler, who had crossed 
with escort night before, and was followed by his command in mom- 
ing, sent back several dispatches givlng reports of scouts sent to 
Cartersville, Cassville, Cass Station, etc. Enemy's infantry (force- 
not known) at Cartersville. Hooker's corps and headquarters at 
Cassville. (Following written 24th:) (Mémorandum: Leamed 

about failure at Cassville from ; mistake about name of road, 

"Canton.'*) Wheeler sent word in evening that more than one 
division at Cartersville. Hooker's headquarters and corps at Cass- 
ville. Thomas between Cassville and Kingston. Wheeler ordered 
oît on expédition to eut coînmunications. Burning of Etowah Iron 
Works and of town of Cartersville aftemoon of 22nd. and small force 
then observed at Cartersville and few cavalry east. Had produced 
impression on some that entire force of enemy either moved consid- 
erably to our left or were falling back, Many rumors of latter kind. 
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Wheeler, after crossing Etowah. said cltlzens eaîd enemy reported 
they were falllng back. One report that they were going to Knox- 
vllle. JackBon's cavalry, under Armstrong, sent unsatisfactory 
reports, but In afternoon and nlght reported 5,000 " cavalry crossed 
at Milam's Bridge, apparently to cover passage of infantry. Heavy 
columns of diist and of infantry and wagons seen moving on north 
bank of Etowah toward our left, and Fer^uson thoiight main army 
on north bank. Ferguson reported infantry having crossed. Dur- 
ing day Hardee moved ten miles southwest, and Polk moved on road 
from Allatoona to Dallas. Hood stlU watching crossings near rail- 
road. At night orders feiterated for Hardee to move to Dallas and 
Atlanta road, and Polk to do same and communlcate. General 
Hardee made mistake; sent word back (date 10 p. m.; received 11:50 
p. m.) that unless received further orders would cross Chattahoochee 
at Nelson's ferry; would start his command 2 a. m. Major 
M(ason) sent to correct mistake, and note sent by courier telling 
him he was to take position near intersection of road on which he 
was, with Atlanta and Dallas road, and protect it, supported by 
General P(olk). Armstrong's cavalry, in moving farther to left, 
strangely had fallen back to Burnt Hickory, leaving enemy*s cavalry 
unobserved. Armstrong told of utmost importance to hâve strong 
force at position held by Ross and observe enemy closely. Immé- 
diate information necessary. Jackson's commanders think main 
Yankee army west of our position, from Milam's Bridge to Rome. 
Telegram from General B. received. Quarles ordered from M(issis- 
sippi) on 2l8t. After terrible crisis, sacrilicing communications, ail 
well in Virginia. Expect great results hère, from tone of army re- 
ported. S. D. L(ee) ordered part of Roddey tô Talladega; Chalmers' 

division from Tupelo to . Blair passed Paducah on lOtîi, to 

join Sherman; thirty-seven transports and gun-boats. Headquarters 
wagons unpacked. 3 p. m., go into camp. Wheeler told to observe 
particularly what force could march directly from Cartersville on 
Allatoona. 

Tuesday, May 24. — (Near Moore's house, one mile and a half to 
AlL»toona.) Ail ready to move to Polk's command. 

(May 25, yesterday ail rode from headquarters near Bartow Fur- 
nace (near Moore's) to Powder Mi 11 and Dallas road, and camped at 
night on tho road four miles from Dallas. Hood moved his troops 
by afternoon nearer Dallas from Etowah bridge, and headquarters 
where Hardee's had been night before, at Doctor Smith's. Hardee 
at night camped in supporting distance of Dallas. Polk camped on 
Marie! ta and Dallas road. In afternoon lour of enemy 's cavalry 
run into Unes of a brigade at Dallas and carry oft some of our men; 
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not a gun loaded. Jackson's opinion that main army of enemy 
approaching Dallas and one corps and 2,500 cavalry going by Villa 
Rica. This information sent to Hood, who is told to move early in 
morning, that his advance may reach New Hope Church (on Alla- 
toona and Dallas road), about four miles and a half from Robinson's, 
in order to guard against séparation. Polk is to move up on Mari- 
etta and Dallas road to Robinson's. Join hands to be ready to fight. 
Witherspoon, of Quartes' staff, reports brigade coming 2,800.) 

Wednesday, May 25, 1864. — (5:30 p. m., at Robertson's bouse, four 
miles south of Dallas, near intersection of road from Marietta, 
Atlanta, ana Aiiatoona to Dallas.) Ualf bour ago few discharges 
of artillery near New Hope Church, where Hood is three miles dis- 
tant. Prisoner says Hooker's corps is in front of hlm. General 
Jvohnston) rode there an hour ago. We bave been waiting hère 
nearly ail day. Few developments of enemy. Reports of their 
having crossed Pumpkin Vine Creek; citizens think moving around 
our left. Ail quiet in front of Dallas. This morning ail of Hardee's 
division in line. Polk got in wrong place. Wheeler reports cap- 
tured and brougbt off from near Cassville 'SO wagons loaded, and 
destroyed 170 and took 150 prisoners. Stewart's division repulsed 
Hooker's corps. 

Saturday, May 28, 1864. — (11 a. m., 'Cleburne's Intrenched line, 
where enemy were repulsed last afternoon, Rogers' house.) Few 
minutes ago started with General M(ackall) to Wheeler's to see Gen- 
eral Hood; met him after going few yards and returned. Brisk 
cannonading apparently in front oi Loring, and slight skirmishing 
along Une. Blanton, of Hood's staff, came from the right about 9 
a. m., after our arrivai hère (Cleburne's headquarters) , with a mes- 
sage from General H(ood), who was at Wheeler's headquarters. 
Captain McFarland, of Cleburn's staff, who came with him. says 
Hood found enemy's right on Allatoona road intrenched, could not 
attacic; dissapointed in not being able to get in his rear, as he ex- 
pected last night and this morning. Wrote at sunrise his corps had 
not crossed; feared he would bave some difflculty In crossing Little 
Pumpkin Vine Creek, where our right last evening rested; when he 
crossed he would be in enemy's rear. At 11 a. m. flgbt on French'a 
line; 11:30 gênerais ride away; follow in fifteen to twenty minutes; 
when I leave, Clebume says his skirmishers pressed in. However, 
no attack on him. Ail rode to house where headquarters are estab- 
llshed at night. While on Cleburne's line walk over fleld; about 
700 dead left by Howard. Prisoners from Palmer and Scofleld, 
who were supporting but not engaged, captured. Enemy advanced 
in five to six Unes. 
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Monday, May 30. — (8 a. m., Widow Wigley's deserted hoiise on 
Dallas and AUatoona road, three-quarterâ of a mile from New Hope 
Church.) AU very quiet along line except occasional cannon oppo- 
site French; hardly a musket flred. Last evenlng early, on account 
of reported movement of enemy toward our left, extending from 
Pumpkin Vine Creek, from which point forces said to be moving to 
Dallas, arrangements made to move to Lost Mountain, six miles 
east. At same time enemy's pickets on their left were contracted, 
and reports of troops moving to re-enforce Dallas. At 9 o'clock at 
night some cannonading on French's and Cantey's line; 10 p. m., 
wagons (at) headguarters packed to move; some tremendous flring, 
artillery and musketry, on French's line kept up more than half hour 
and renewed two or three times later. About 11 p. m., cannonading 
heavy on Bate's line for two hours, fortunately Cleburne support- 
ing; various conjectures at the time and since about origin 
Cantey's line very weak and seventy-five yards from enemy's In- 
trenchments; second lini^ was being made 200 yards in rear. Was 
enemy attempting to prevent working? Making genuine attack? 
False alarm? Latter gênerai impression, conflrmed toward morning 
by offlcers who reported no enemy seen either in front of Cantey or 
Bâte. Cantey said it was a stampede on part of bis men. There we 
did mosfof flring. On left it was princlpally enemy's artillery; 
great waste of ammunition; reminded some of occurrences at York- 
town; both sides aroused by false alarm. On the heavy flring, 
movement of the night suspended; ail unsaddle; intrenching tools 
sent to Unes. Toward morninr; scouts reported enemy moving to 
our left. For several days he has been approaching railroad gradu- 
ally, intrenching at every point. Yesterday Hood on right, Polk in 
center, holding Hood's former position, whlle Hardee on left, his line 
extending several miles, and for long intervais only skirmishers, 
principally on the Ellsberry Hills. Bâte in front of Dallas, sup- 
port ed by Cleburne, moved up yesterday. In enemy's Une a slmilar 
gap opposite Cheatham; enemy a mile distant. Stewart on Hood's 
extrême right across Little Pumpkin Vine Creek; enemy also across 
creek. Information received now by HiU's, Granbury's, and Jack- 
son's and Wheeler's scouts more regular and reîiable. One of Long- 
street's scouts reports heavy baggage sent back from Chattanooga. 
and ail forage and substance sent forward, twenty days', of which 
ten had been exhausteu. Small garrison at Chattanooga. Other 
day man reported small garrisons at TuUahoma and Huntsville; 
1.500 at Bridgeport. Many rumors of Forrest having crossed Ten- 
nessee River, but nothing from Mississippi to show suspension of 
order revoked. Forrest would be of more service between Sherman 
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and Chattanooga. Mississippi threatened by raid from Memphis, 
and other day information that A. J. Smith had landed troops from 
Red River at Vicksburg. Southwest drained of troops to strengthen 
this army. Fleet and transports with 2,800 infantry off Mobile. 
No infantry except enough to man batteries. Tennessee over the 
bar and down the bay; admirai hésitâtes to attack. 9:30 a. m.. 
Major Preston says firing on right orlginated by enemy's heavy line 
of skirmishers advancing on Cantey's line where new fortifications 
being built. Firing there only few minutes — taken up by other 
troops; now new line on ridge farther back. Sharpshooters trouble- 
some; artillery lose heavily in men and horses — 40 men and 40 
horses in one battalion; ammunition wasted; only forty rounds al- 
lowed to each man. 

Tuesday, May 31, 1864.— (Three-quarters of a mile from New Hope 
Church at Widow Wigley's; headquarters same for several days.) 
Prlsoner of Ffteenth (Logan's corps), captured night before last în 
front of Bâte, and brought to headquarters yesterday afternoon, 
says Fifteenth and Sixteenth Corps near Dallas, on enemy's right; 
doesn't think any corps immediately on left;. said Seventeenth came 
up two days before. In night. without drawing in pickets, firing was 
suddenly commenced by his people; he lay down, and when ail was 
quiet, in endeavorlng to escape, got among our skirmishers — so the 
enemy ralsed false alarm on Bate's line as Cantey did. Bâte reported 
enemy made several attacks. In the previoiis affair when B(ate) 
advanced, became hotly engaged. efPected lodgment temporarily in 
enemy's breast-works, and was forced to retire with loss; he says 
ardor of men could not be restrained, went tdb far before coul<^ be 
recalled. Lewis, who lost most, and other brigadiers say orders 
positive to take works. 

Jackson's scouts report enemy's cavalry between Dallas and 
Draketown moved back during attack of Sunday night; don't know 
whlch road they hâve gone; told (by) citizens, horses starving, forced 
to go back. (Prisoners say army on half rations for several days, and 
varions confirmations of short supplies; stock suffering.) Captain 
Johnson, of a Georgia régiment, under Wheeler, just from a scout 
north of Etowah River, says no enemy at Etowah, Cartersville, or 
Cassville; 1,000 to 2,000 infantry and one régiment cavalry at 
Cass Station and Kingston; 5,000 infantry at Resaca; citizens and 
soldiers say two snpply trains eut off. Forrest captured Chatta- 
nooga (no officiai information received hère of his having started). 
On 29th S. D. Lee telegraphcd that Roddey had been driven back 
to Jonesborough by 10,000 infantry, artillery, and cavalry from Deca- 
tur; yesterday said they had returned, probably a diversion to cover 
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movement of troops to Kingston (probably those landed at Clinton). 
War Department day or two ago gave notice that nineteeji trans- 
ports wlth troops had passed Grand Giilf and stopped at Vicks- 
bîirg, snpposod to be Smith's troops from Red River (on way to 
Shorman doubtless). Yesterday afternoon late. brisk skirmishing 
and rapld açtillery flring on Stewart's line. With this exception, 
day and night remarkably quiet. Enemy's sharpshooters in trees 
very annoying. Yesterday colonel and captain of First Missouri kiUed 
in trenches. Some supposed 150 guns in position wouid open. Sick 
and wounded had been moved back and many thought army would 
change position. Troops in good spirits. Press in southwest sup- 
port the General. A victory will conflrm afl. In one or two weeks 
enemy will hâve considérable reinforcements. îLopan's corps go 
out service in three months. Lincoln calls for 400,000 more. 

Gap in enemy's line. General believes force (McPherson) in 
front of Bâte is there only to cover roads. Ilooker in center, then 
Howard, Palmer, and Scofleld. Wheeler's scouts learn from citi- 
zens that frpm questions (of) enemy*8 enelneers, who examine coun- 
try and roads to Allatoona, a movement to Allatoona is contem- 
plated. 

Thursday, June 2.— (Sunset.) Headquarters moved yesterday 
evening from Widow Wigley's to camp in woods three miles farther 
to our rlght in rear of Hood on settlement road leading into Marietta 
road. Yesterday telegram sent to General Bragg (last was on 2Sth); 
another to Governor Brown. The quiet of the enemy on Tuesday 
on the left. sharpshooting only, no repiy oeing made to our bat- 
teries, and the small force observed from EUsberry Mountain, oppo- 
site Walker, induced the belief that the force at Dallas was small. 
Yesterday morning at dayllght enemy commenced movlng hls forces 
from Dallas to his left. From left of Mercer's brigade on EUsberry 
Mountain heavy columns of infantry well closed up became visible 
at 7 o'clock, and continued in si^ht until 9 or 10 a. m. ^!aJor Lee 
and others observed them from the mountain, and report ed frequently. 
About midday the General rides to mountain. In front of Walker 
the enemy kept their skirmishers close to ours, but no troops at the 
time to support them in the entrenchments. two lines of which had 
besn erected several days before. We could see a few wagons pass- 
ing in their front on the Burnt Hickory road, but in the distance 
the * roads to Burnt Hickory and that from Burnt Hickory to New 
Hopc Church could be seen miles off. and wagons three miles off 
passing contlnually. The dust marked tlie progress when the road 
could not be seen. Wagons were movlng to New Hope Church, and 
the dust also showed traveling beyond the cross-roads to Burnt 
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HIckory» in direction of river. Olflcers observing the movements 
early in. the day, said a coliimn moved from left and occupied breast- 
works In front of Mercer and Cheatham to cover passage of others 
along road. Afterward line of battle was formed at right angles to 
fortifications. I saw line of battle when rode first to mountain to 
see Major L(ee) and observe with map. Jackson's scouts reported 
same movement, and about 1 o'clock Armstrong entered Dallas. He 
reported one-half enemy had taken the Burnt Hickory . or Carters- 
ville road leading toward Douthardt's bridge (so General Walker 
was told by résidents) and the other corps had taken the Acworth 
road leading from Dallas to New Hope Church. No cavalry at Dal- 
las since Siinday. Cleburne was moved from supporting distance . of 
Walker farther to right. Last evening heavy column of cavalry, 
wlth artlllery, moved from Cartersville, and encamped at Allatoona; 
another cavalry column, reported 5,000, moved last evening up Dal- 
las and Allatoona road to Allatoona. It seems ail their cavalry is 
on our rlght. Yesterday confident ial clrcular dlrectlng wlthdrawal 
at night to Lost Mountain recalled 4 p. m. Last nlght ail quiet; 
also to-day, except some cannonadlng on Hood's line. About noon 
Hood reported enemy double-quicking to his rlght and attack ex- 
pected. Bâte, Cleburne, and Walker sent on right; attack expected 
in mornlng, though ail quiet now (dusk); ail quiet in front of 
Wheeler. Yesterday information about movements of enemy from 
Decatur toward Sherman received from S. D. Lee; from Jackson's 
and Wheeler's scouts, 7,000 or 8,000 moved from Decatur on Somer- 
ville road on 2nd. 

Saturday, June 4 ,1864.— (Midday.) No attack yesterday by 
enemy, as Gênerais Hood and Hardee expected. Headquarters un- 
changed. Telegram yesterday from General Bragg. Lee in line 
near Mechanicsville, confrontlng Grant. Butler gone to joln 
G(rant). Beauregard at Richmond. Two more clphers from Lee 
yesterday (S. D.); the last said the Sîxteenth Army Corps, with 
eighteen pièces of artillery, was moving toward Okolona rapidly, and 
that Forrest had been recalled from Russellville, and he would hâve 
to wlthdraw most of his cavalry from Middle Alabama. So, the great 
rcsults anticipatcd from a raid of the Mississippi cavalry in Sher- 
man's rear are not to be fulfllled at an early day. Thls column from 
Memphls may eventually endeavor to join Sherman. Before re- 
ceipt of thèse dispatches General 'J(ohnston) had telegraphed Lee 
that a raid between S(herman's) army and Chattanooga would do 
much harm. Telegraphed also to General B. for information to move- 
ments of Mississippi cavalry, to which référence was made In B.*s 
dlspatch, Accounts of progress of the column moving toward 
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Rome; from many sources expected at Gadsden on Ist of June, four 
days' march from Rome; according to one account 1,000 sent from 
Huntsvirie by rail. Chalmers was to move from Montevallo to 
Blue Mountain a day or two ago. Rumor already places him at 
Rome. Blair (or Grifïîn) said to be moving rapidly — fourteen miles 
per day; made forced marches from Clinton and Pulaski. He hasn't 
over 6,000 to 10,000; is mounting infantry as fast as (he) can seize 
horses, desolating the country. One account represented thls force 
from Louisiana, that from Memphis no doubt is. Large detach- 
ments were made from Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps, and 
sent, under A. J. Smith, to Red River. Besides thèse reinforce- 
ments prisoners and scouts report 100-day men coming down to 
guard communications. One of Thomas' couriers recently cap- 
tured says nineteen régiments expected soon. Scouts say 3,000 of 
100-days cavalry at Columbia, Middle Tenn. Many offlcers of this 
army, as well as the people and army in the East, think there is very 
little disparity in the size of this army and Sherman's, and urge ah 
immédiate attack. S(herman) bas at least 60,000 effective infantry 
now, supposing him to hâve lost 12,000 to 15,000 since leaving Chat- 
tanooga. Our effective total infantry about 44,000. Rousseau ex- 
pected with a division from the rear. Since leaving Dalton our entire 
loss not over 6,000. Many new troqps sent to rear foot-sore will 
come up. Army better fed (one-half pound bacon with meal or 
hard bread) than ever, whisky or coffee occasionally issued. Troops 
in fine spirits. Implicit confidence. AU baggage wagons south of 
Chattahoochee. One wagon for cooking utensils of a brigade de- 
tached from gênerai train. This campaign of a month shows that 
the army can get along with no baggage, and can be supplied 
twenty miles from railroad. General Jackson says captured letters 
of General Hazen show enemy to be in straits about rations — not 
paid for three months. (Thomas' orders say men and horses well 
fed.) Enemy yeaterday reported commencmg to rebuild Etowah 
railroad bridge; his line moving gradually to i^ight, followed by 
ours; will not attack, but will fortify on Allatoona Heights and 
wait for supplies and reinforcements. ' No fight for two weeks. 
Cheatham on extrême left, next Polk, then Hood and Hardee (and 
their divisions) on right. Colonel Cole, transportation quartermas- 
ter, hère. Feeling in army: One lieutenant-general talks about attack 
and not giving ground, publicly, and quietly urges retreat." 

July Ist, 1864. On the skirmish line occupying light skirmish plts 
with head logs, erected by troops we relieved, lots of skirmishing and 
random flring ail day. A new Wisconsin régiment join us on the left 
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in which there are many Indians, who seem to prefer to practice their 
mode of skirmishing to that laid down in the tactics; as it is a free and 
eaay flght with every man for himself, their offlcers allow them to adopt 
their bushwhaclsing tactics. On the second we were relieved from the 
skirmish Une taking position in support of our batteries on the foot 
hills in plain view of the heavy fortifications on the crest of Kenesaw. 
Early in the evenlng about flfty of our pièces opened up on them ; they 
replied vigoroùsly from their fort for a short time; we couîd plainly see 
the dirt flying around the embrasures of their works, which made them 
deslst and seek shelter. As soon as it was dark we muffled the wheels 
of our artillery, quietly withdrew to the right, swinging around Kene- 
saw snd by daylight we were well in rear of the mountain headed for 
the Chatahoochee river causing Johnston to abandon Kenesaw and 
Marietta and fall back to Smyrna Camp Ground, where he was not aî- 
lowed to linger long as we were making good time for the river and his 
rear. 3rd, we made a hurried march, in the hot sun, many felT out of 
the ranks prostrated with the beat, marched untll late in the night 
when we were ordered to build breastwork«; men worked with credita- 
ble energy and cheerfulness, not with standing the tedious march of the 
day; camped about four miles from the Chatahoochee river within sight 
of Kenesaw. 4th. We needed no blank cartridges to celebrate our 
National holiday, as a battle was raging ail around us with plenty of 
noise from shotted guns and plenty of fire-works In the evening, 
from the burning fuses of screeching shells, like rockets and roman can- 
dies in the heavens above that lit up with a lurid light a scène of horror. 
Early in the morning the 4th division moved out On the Ruff's Station 
road, and, encountering the enemy, pressed him back for a distance of 
two miles and until he was developed in a strong line of entrenchments 
in heavy force. Prisoners taken from Hoods en tire Corps were in our 
front; the 2nd division was brought up and placed in position on the 
right of the 4th division, and the command proceeded to intrench and 
develop fully the enemy's position. At 4 p. m. a charging column of 
our division, consisting of the 39th and 27th Ohio, the 64th Illinois of 
the 4th division, under command of Col. E. F. Noyés; and the 81st 
Ohio and 66th Ills., and 2nd lowa Infantry of our division, was formed, 
and gallantly charged and carrled the enemy's works. capturing over 
100 prisoners. In this charge our loss was about 140 killed and 
wounded. Among the latter was Colonel Noyés who losfa leg. During 
this charge our régiment was laying supporting. battery "H" Ist Mis- 
souri and were subjected to a heavy cannonading by the enemy's bat- 
teries opposing us. The enemy soon abandoned his entire Une and re- 
treated to the Chatahoochee. Many prisoners were taken who seemed 
to be discouraged at the prospects for their cause. Marched 5 miles. 
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Men make a prîvate truce with the Johnnles, freely converse wlth them 
and trade coffee to them for tobacco. 6th, remained in camp ail day, 
weather hot and dry. 7th, still In camp; can hear cannonading in the 
distance on the river. 8'th, in camp remainlng in uncertainty. Oc- 
casionally a cannon can be heard to our left and front, with some 
musketry. Wlld blackberries, large and luscious. grow in profusion, 
from which we feasted. 9th, broke camp at 11 a. m., marched until 
10 p. m., passing through Marietta, camping two miled beyond. Heavy 
cannonading ail day in the front. He^t excessive and roads dusty, caus- 
ing much straggling. Yesterday we were on the extrême right of the 
army; now we seem to be movlng to the extrême left. This makes the 
third time on this campaign that our corps bas been transferred from 
one flank of the army to the other; thèse movements require forced 
marches, and in the hot weather are extremely hard on men. Marched 
14 miles. lOth, moved out at 3 o'clock a. m., passing through Rosswell, 
arrive at the Chatahoochee river, which is rapid and about a half mile 
wide and from one to four feet deep, which we proceed to. cross Immed- 
iately by wading; as we émerge from the river we get a thorough 
drenching from a heavy downpour of rain, but as we are wet through 
anyway from fordlng, it makes no différence; in fact it is refreshing 
after marching in the dusty roads. The storm extended well into the 
night, accompanied by heavy thunder and lightning. We are wlthout 
tents or other protection except our rubber ponchos. It hardly seems 
possible that men can endure such privations and hardships and live. 
We worked building breastworks during the night. 11 th, remained in 
position ail day strengthening our works and maklng abatis in front; 
battery *H** brought up and placed in position in the works between our 
régiment and the 66th Indiana. The pioneer corps built a foot bridge 
across the river and built a wagon bridge on the abutments and piers 
of the bridge burned by the rebels. General Dodge also constructed 
the railroad bridge to replace the one destroyed by the enemy. It is 
a hlgh trestle and required skilled engineering ability to plan it, which 
luckily Gen. Dodge possessed, he having been a civil englneer and 
engaged in the construction of rallroads before the war. 12th, still 
in camp; détails for fatigue duty are exceedingly heavy in carrying on 
the works of building the bridge and roads in the rear of our Une so 
the wagon trains could pass. Ail quiet on the Chatahoochee. Men not 
on détail engaged in picking wild blackberries, with which the country 
abounds. 13th, ail quiet m camp, still engaged in building bridge and 
fatigue duty. 14th, still retain our position; hâve inspection. In the 
evening therc was a terrifie electric storm; it was reported that In a 
Michigan régiment camped near us there were flve killed and fourteen 
wounded by lightning while lying under their stacks of arms, also 
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some battery horses. Having no tents we got a good soaking. 15th, 
remained quiet in camp ail day; visited by General McPherson and staff. 
17 th, still remain in our position with orders to be ready to move at 
a moments notice, with forty rounds of cartridges In boxes and twenty 
extra rounds in haversacks. which indicates th^re Is business in front 
in prospect for us. Moved out of our*works at noon, advancing towards 
Decatur, delayed by waiting for the 15th corps to pass. as there was 
only one road; our advance came across the enemy in force about four 
miles out at Cross Keys and were checked for a short time; went into 
bivouac in line of battle ready for action. 

18th. marched at 6 a. m., our brigade and battery in advance: 
movements made yery cautiously, with flanks well up and protected. 
as though we expected to meet the enemy in foVce. Rebel cavalry 
watching us closely ànd suddenly falling back. with little opposition. 
Camped about noon, distance marched seven miles; we are now seven 
miles from Decatur and 13 miles from Atlanta. The interval of waiting 
was employed in collecting stores at Allâtoona, Marletta and Vinlng's 
Station, strengthening the railway guards and garrisons. and improv- 
ing the bridges and roads leading across the river. X7th, the whole 
army advanced from their camps and formed a gênerai line along Peach 
, Tree Creek and road. The same day Jefferson Davis relieved General 
Johnston from the command of the Confederate Army of the Tennessee, 
and designated Lieut. Greneral Hood as his successor; the reason given 
for it that Johnston had failed to arrest the advance of the Union army 
to fhe vicinity of Atlanta and had expressed no confidence that he 
could defeat it. Johnston with an army larger than he had at the be- 
ginning of the campaign, behind secure fortifications, was preparing 
to attack the Union army, largely reduced by losses, by detachments. 
and by expiration of enlistments, in a position south of ail the barriers 
it had passed, where defeat would be so décisive for us, as to cost us ail 
the fruits already gained and months of delay, but unde<»isive for the 
confederates, who could retire behind their works. vtoo strong for as- 
sault and too extensive for investment. At this crisis of the campaign, 
Johnston prudent, wary and exhaustive In his plans, brave and skillful 
in their exécution, was dlsplaced by his successor. brave but rash, 
The Ctonfederate tactics were changed, and the battle that Johnston, 
at the very moment when he was relieved. was about tp deliver upon 
the décisive point with thorough préparation, was delivered by Hood 
upon the first point that presented itself, with impetuosiiy. This was 
an opportunity that we long had sought, when our oponents would 
come out in the open and give us a fair open flght. 

19th. Marched slowly and cautiously ail day passing through 
Decatur where were stored a lot of rebel supplies, among which is a 
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lot of cavalry lances abcat ten feet long, with a small flag on each; 
should think they would not be of as much practical use in battle as 
a bail club. The whole army is forming battle Une, Connecting wi^h 
each other from right to left. 2oth, advance with skirmlshers hotly 
engaged, until the enemy's front is fully developed, when intrenching 
toois are dlstrlbuted and heavy détails are set to work throwing up dé- 
fenses. During the afternoon the enemy sallied from his works in 
force against Newton's division of Howard's corps, and Johnson s 
division of Palmer's corps. The blow was sudden and unexpected, 
but General Newton had hastily covered his front by a Une of rail 
piles, which enabled him to meet and repuise the attack on him. Oen- 
eral Hooker's corps, although uncover^, and compelled to fight on 
comparatively open ground, after a severe battle, drove the enemy 
back to his Intrenchments. The action in front of Jackson's division 
was comparatively light as the position was well intrenched. Sher- 
man's entire loss was about fifteen hundred killed, wounded and miss- 
ing — chiefly in Hooker's corps, by reason of its exposed position. 

Johnston in his narrative explains his plan ^of opérations when 
relieved, as follows: 

"In transferring the command to General Hood I explained my 
plans to him. First, I expected an opportunity to engage the enemy 
on terms of advantage while they were divided in crossing Peach-Tree 
Creek, trusting to General Wheeler's vigilance for the necessary in- 
formation. If successful, the great divergance of the Fédéral line of 
retreat from the direct route available to us would enable us to secure 
décisive results; if unsuccessful, we had a safe place of refuge in our 
entrenched Unes close at hand. Holding it, we could certainly keep 
back the enemy, as at New Hope Church and in front of Manetta, un- 
til the State troops promised by Governor Brown were assembled. 
Then, I intended to man the works of Atlanta on the side toward Peach- 
Tree Creek with those troops, and leisurely fall back with the Con- 
federate troops into the town, and, when the Fédéral army approached, 
march out with the three corps against one ot its flanks. If we were 
successful. the enemy would be driven against the Chattahoochee where 
there are no fords, or to the east, away from their communications, as 
the attack might fall on the right or left. If unsuccessful, the Ck)n- 
federate army had a near and secure place of refuge in Atlanta, which 
it could hold forever, and so win the campaign, of which that place 
was the object. The passage of Peach-Tree Creek may not hâve given 
an opportimity to attack; but there is no reason to think that the sec- 
ond and far more promis! ng plan might not hâve been executed." 
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Following are the plans of movements arranged by General Sher- 
man as shown in hls memoirs: 

"On the 17th we began the gênerai movement against Atlanta, 
Thomas crosslng the Chattahoochee at Power's and Paice's, by pon- 
toon bridges; Scofleld movlng out toward Cross Keys, and McPherson 
toward Stone Mountain. We encountered but little opposition except 
by cavalry. On the 18th ail the armies moved on a gênerai right wheel, 
Thomas to Buckhead, forming Une of battle facing Peach-Tree Creek; 
Scofleld was on his left, and McPherson well over toward the railroad 
between Stone Mountain and.Decatur, which we reached at 2 p. m. of 
that day, about four miles from Stone Mountain, and seven miles east of 
Decatur, and there he turned toward Atlanta, breaking up the railroad 
as he progressed, his advance-guard reaching Decatur about night» 
where he came into communication with Schofield's troops, which had 
also reached Decatur. About 10 a. m. of that day (July 18th), when 
the armies were ail in motion, one of General Thomas' stafF-officers 
brought me a citizen, one of our spies, who had Just come out of At- 
lanta, and had bcought a newspaper of the same day, or of the day be- 
fore, containing Johnston's order relinquishing the command of the 
Confederate forces in Atlanta, and Hood's order assuming the com- 
mand. I immediately inqulred of General Scofleld, who was my class- 
mate at West Point, about Hood, as to his gênerai character, etc., and 
'leamed that he was bold even to rashness, and courageous in the ex- 
trême; I inferred that the change of commanders meant "flght." No- 
tice of this important change was at once sent to ail parts of the army. 
and every division commander was cautioned to be always prepared 
for battle in any shape. This was just what we wanted, viz., to fight 
in open ground, on any thing like equal terms, instead of being forced 
to run up against prepared intrenchments; but, at the same time, the 
enemy having Atlanta behind him, could choose the time and place of 
attack, and could at pleasure mass a superior force on our weakest 
points. Therefore, we had to be constantly ready for sallies. 

"On the 19th the three armies were converging toward Atlanta, 
meeting such feeble résistance that I really tTiought the enemy in- 
tended to evacuate the place. McPherson was moving astride of the 
railroad, near Decatur; Scofleld along a road leading toward Atlanta, 
by Colonel Howard's house and the distillery; and Thomas was crossing 
"Peach-Tree" in line of battle, building bridges for nearly every di- 
vision as deployed. There was quite a gap between Thomas and Sco- 
fleld. which I endeavored to close by drawing two of Howard's divisions 
nearer Scofleld. On the 20th I was with General Scofleld near the center, 
and soon after noon heard heavy flring in front of Thomas's right, 
which lasted an hour or so, and then ceased. I soon leamed that the 
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enemy had made a furlous sally, the blow falling on Hooker's corps 
(the Twentieth), and partially on Johnson's division of the Fourteenth, 
and Newton's of the Fourth. The troops had crossed Peach-Tree Creek, 
were deployed, but at the time were resting for noon, when, without 
notice, the enemy came pouring out of their trenches down upon them, 
they became commingled, 'and fought in many places hand to hand. 
General Thomas happened to be near the rear of Newton's division, and 
got some field -batteries in a good position, on the north side of Peach- 
Tree Creek, from which he directed a furious flre on a mass of the 
enemy, which was passing around Newton's léft and exposed flank. 
After a couple of hours of hard and close conflict, the enem> retired 
slowly within his trenches, leaving his' dead and many wounded on 
the field. Johnson's and Newton's losses were light, for they had par- 
tially covered their fronts with light parapet; but Hooker's whole corps 
fought in open ground, and lost about fifteen hundred men. He reported 
four hundred rebel dead left on the ground, and that the rebel wound- 
ed would number four thousand; but this was conjectural, for most of 
taem got back within th^ir own Unes. We had, however, met success- 
fully a bold sally, had repelled it handsomely, and were also put on 
our guard; and the event illustrated the 'future tactics of our enemy. 
Tnis sally came from the Peach-Tree line, which General Johnston 
had carefully prepared in advance, from which to flght us outslde of 
Atlanta. We then advanced our Unes in compact order, close up to 
thèse flnished intrenchments, overlapping them on our left. From var- 
ions parts of our Unes the houses inside of Atlanta w^re plainly vis- 
ible, though between us were the strong parapets, with ditch, fraise, 
chevaux-de-frise, and abatis, prepared long in advance by Ck)lonel 
Jeremy F. Gilmer, formerly of the United States Engineers. McPherson 
had the Fifteenth Corps astride the Augusta Railroad, and the Seven- 
teentû deployed on its left. Scofleld was next on his right, then came 
Howard's, Hooker's, and Palmer's corps, on the extrême right. Each 
corps was deployed wita strong reserves, and their trains were parked 
to their rear. McPherson's trains were in Decatur, guarded by a bri- 
gade commanded by Colonel Sprague of the Sixty-thira Ohio. The 
Sixteenth Corps (Dodge's) was crowded out of position on the right o. 
McPherson's line, by the contraction of the circle of investment; and, 
during the previous aiternoon, the ^eventeenth Corps (Blair's) had 
pushed its opérations on the farther side of the Augusta Railroad, se 
as to secure possession of a hiU, known as Leggett's Hill, because 
General Leggett's aivision had carried it by assault. Giles A. Smith's 
division was on Leggett's left, deployed with a weak left flank "in air," 
in military phraseology. It was in carrying this hill that General 
Gresham, a great favorite, was badly wounded; and there also Colonel 
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Tom Reynolds, now of Madison, Wlsconsin, was shot through the leg. 
When the surgeons wcre debating the propriety of amputating it in his 
hearing, he begged them to spare the leg, as it was very valuable, being 
an "imported leg." He was of Irish blrth, and this well-timed pièce of 
wit saved his leg, for the surgeons thought, if he could perpetrate a Joke 
at such a time, they would trust to his vitality to save his limb. 

"During the night, I had full reports from ail parts of our Une 
most of which was partially Intrenched as against a sally, and flnding: 
that McPherson was stretching out too much on his left flank, I wrote 
him a note early in the morning not lo extend so much by his left; for 
' we had not troops enough to compleiely invest the place, and I intended 
to destroy utterly ail parts of the Augusta railroad to the east of Atlan- 
ta, fhen to withdraw from the left flank and add to the right. In that 
letter I ordered McPherson not to extend any farther to the left, but to 
employ General Dodge's corps (Slxteenth), then forced out of position, 
to destroy every rail and tie of the railroad, from Decatur up to his 
skirmish-line, and I wanted him (McPherson) 'to be ready, as soon as 
General Garrard retumed from Covington (whither I had sent him), to 
move to the extrême rlght of Thomas, so as to reach if possible the rail- 
road below Atlanta, viz., thé -Maçon road. In the morning we found 
the strong line of parapet, "Feach-Tree Une," to tlie front of Scofield 
and Thomas,abandoned,and our lines were advanced rapidly close up to 
Atlanta." For some minutes I supposed the enemy intended to evacuate, 
and in person was on horseback at the head of Scofleld's troops, who 
had advanced in front of the Howard House to some open ground, 
from which we could plainly see the whole rebel line of parapets, and 
I saw their men dragging up from the intervenlng valley, by the dis- 
tillery, trees and saplings for abatls. Our skirmishers found the enemy ' 
down this valley, and we could see the rebel main line strongly 
manned, with guns in position at intervais. Scofield was dressing for- 
ward his lines, and I could hear Thomas farther to the right engagea, 
when General McPherson and his staff rode up. We went back to the 
Howard House, a double frame-building with a porch, and sat on the 
steps, discussing the chances of battle, and of Hood*s gênerai character. 
McPherson had also been of the same class at West Point with Hood, 
Scofield, and Sheridan. We agreed that we ought to be unusually cau- 
tions and prepared at ail times for sallies and for hard fighting, be- 
cause Hôod, though not deemed much of a scholar, or of great mental 
capacity, was undoubtedly a brave, determined, and rash man; and 
the change. of commanders at that particular crisis argued the dis- 
pleasure of the Confederate Government with the cautions but prudent 
conduct of General Jos. Johnston. 

*'McPherson was In excellent spirits, well pleased at the progrès» 
of events so far, and had corne over purposely to see me about the order 
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I had given him to use Dodge's corps to break up the rallroad, saying 
that the night before he had gained a position on Leggett's Hill from 
which he could look over the rebel parapet, and see the hlgh smoke- 
stack of a large foundry In Atlanta; that before recelving my order 
he had dlverted Dodge's two divisions (then in motion) from the main 
road, along a diagonal one that led to his extrême left flank, then held 
by Giles A. Smith's division (Seventeenth Cîorps), for the purpose of 
strengthening that flank; and that he had sent some intrenching-tools 
there, to erect some batteries from whlch he intended to knock down 
that foundry, and otherwise to damage the buildings inside of Atlanta. 
He said he could put ail his pioneers to work, and do with them in the 
time indicated ail I had proposed to do with General Dodge's two divi- 
sions. Of course I assented at once, and we walked down the- road a 
' short distance, sat down by the foot of a tree where I had my map, and 
on it pointed out to him Thomas's position and his own. I then ex- 
plained mlnutely that, after we had sufficiently broken up the Augusta 
road, I wanted to shift his whole army around bV the rear to Thomas*s 
extrême right, and hoped thus to reach the other raiiroad at East 
Point. While we sat there we could hear lively skirmishing going on 
near us (down about the distlllery), and occasionally round-shot from 
twelve or twenty-four pound guns came through the trees in reply to 
those of Scofleld, and we could hear similar sounds ail along down the 
Unes of Thomas to our right, and his own to the left; but presently the 
firing appeared a little more brisk (especially over about Giles A. 
Smith's division), and then we heard an occasional gun back toward 
Decatur. I asked him what it meant. We took my pocket-compass 
(which I always carried), and by noting the direction of the sound, 
we became satisfled that the flring was too far to our left rear to be 
explained by known facts, and he hastily called for his horse, his staff, 
and his orderlies.** * 



Such was the condition of matters on the eve of the battle of 
Atlanta. 

On the evening of the 21st, we advanced our lines cautiously up 
to the skirmishers and hutriedly threw up Works; we got close up to 
thelr skirmish line under cover of timber and brush and dug holes like 
badgers to protect ourselves before being discovercd. It is astonish- 
.ng how quick men will entrench and get temporary cover, under per- 
masion of sharpshooters of an enemy. They need no urging to keep 
hem busy as beavers until they get protection from DuUets. There 
vas heavy flghting on Bald Hill to our left throughout .he day, and 
•la Joe Hookcr was pound ing them back in his front towards Atlanta. 
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BATTLE OF ATLANTA. 

July 22, 1864, an ever mémorable date to those who parti cipated 
in the teniblo battle of Atlanta. Our régiment being on the advance 
Une, at the right of the army, commenced at daylight to press the 
enemy's SKirmishers in to the main works around Atlanta, advancing 
Siowly but steadily; about 8 o'clock a. m. we hcard heavy firing to our 
left. when we were hastily withdrawn to the left and rear, and are or- 
dered to double quick acroas the railroad and about three miles to the 
extrême left of the army, where from the sound a battle was raging 
in ail its fury. We pass many teams going to :he rear in much confus- 
ion and Keep on in the hot sun on the run; staff oificers urging our 
pace to the limit, some men falling out exhausted by the roadside; 
we are halted in a by-road in the brush, waiting for orders to be placed; 
we can uot see any enemy but the bullets coms whistling up the road, 
infalading our Une as we wait; those who hâve knapsacks or blankets 
If.- them down and get behind them to protect themselves from the 
bullets that begln to corne thick and fast, some being wounded bcforc 
they got sight of the enemy. We had not laid in this position but a few 
minutes wnen we were ûastily ordered lorward and lormed in an opea 
field on a side hlU, where we can see the enemy in the woods at the 
foot of the nill, massing in our front; sRirmishers were at once sent 
out, who immediately engaged the enemy who were forming in the tim- 
ber, while the régiment nastily gathered rails from fences near by and 
piled them up in a row on the ground for protection; our batteries 
were formed on an eminence above us to our right and rear, in close 
range of the enemy, the/ had their guns double shotted with grape 
and cannister, when they emerged in double column, and tneir officers 
goading them on, with an apparent détermination to drive us back 
and overwhelm us; but our batteries tore great gaps ihrough their 
ranks and we heid our ground, Our batteries being in rear and above 
us they could fire over our heads without danger of doing us much 
damage, but with terrible effect on our foes, which we could plainly 
see. They would waver, fall back, form and come again, only to b€ 
hurled back again with greater slaughter, until broken 
demoralized and disheartened they suUenly and reluctantly withdrew 
The 17th corps to our right, refused their left, we continued the same 
formation, so that the left of the army formed shape like a flsh-hook. 
On the iirst formation of our Unes our brigade occupied the extrems 
left of the army, with only the 2nd lowa to the left of our régiment; 
the 16th corps forming the bow and point; as the 17th corps were^ 
fronted and flghting west, and most of the 16th corps flghting east, we 
were exposed to flre both front and rear. 
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About half past ten o'clock Lleut. Col. Wm. T. Clark, McPher- 
Bon'a Asst. Adjt. General, rode up and communicated to General Sher- 
man the appalling intelligence that General McPherson was killed. 
That he had ridden to General Dodge's column, which was being 
placed in position, and had sent off nearly ail his staff and orderlies 
on varions errands, and himself had passed out through a gap that led 
to the left and rear of General Glles A. Smith's division, which was the 
extrême left of the 17th corps; that a few minutes after he had entered 
the woods a sharp volley was heard in that^ direction, and his horse 
had corne back riderless and wounded in two places. There was no 
time to yield to grief caused by this terriUle calamity. Not an instant 
was to be lost. Sherman instantly dispatched a staff-offlcer to General 
Logan to tell him what had happened and that he must take immédiate 
command of the Army of the Tennessee, and hold stubbornly the ground 
chosen. 

The troops of the 17th corps gained the outer works of the enemy, 
and fought back and forth over them, sometimes on one side and 
sometimes on the other. They were so close together at times that 
Greneral Belknap reached over the works and dragged rebels over by 
hand, sending them to the rear as prisoners. The enemy broke through 
our Unes in General Fuller*s front, when General Dodge sent him 
reinforcements from our division, who drove them back and re- 
established our Unes. 

The battle was determined and desperate for over four hours. 
Taught by sad expérience of defeat, thy held their own, only giving 
way inch by inch, clinging with desperate tenacity, even when ail hope 
of ultimate success was gone, to the colors now little more than 
shreds, by which they stood, with a courage and gallantry which won 
our admiration. 

Finally they were checked and driven back behind their works, 
leaving more than three thousand dead upon the fleld, together with 
thousands of wounded, and one thousand prisoners. Their total loss 
must hâve been at least èight thousand, ^hile our loss in killed and 
wounded and prisoners was 3,722. 

Fearing a depressing effect upon the troops, the knowledge of 
General McPherson's death was kept from the troops until after the 
battle. He was a true soldier; tall, straight, and of commanding ap- 
pearance. He appreciated the flghting man and mourned the loss of 
brave men in battle. When necessary he willingly suffered the same 
privations as the enlisted man; he combined ail that appeals to an 
idéal soldier — integrity, courage and kindliness, and was beloved and 
his death mourned by the whole army. 
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Night closed the slaughter and carnage, and the victory was 
ours, but at a fearful cost of llfe and suffering. After the battle the 
stlllness was almost appalling; those who in the morning were eager 
for the flght and who now are dead, lie there in the darkness as they 
fell, forming yet another tableau of cruel war. As if by common con- 
sent the fighting flags on both sides sink down exhausted — 

"The weary to sleep. 
And the wounded to die." 

And the living and wakeful to appreciate and contemplate the 
grim reality. This was the shadow of coming events; it was the fore- 
cast of the end. 

Thls was a battle between the Army of the Tennessee and Hood's 
whole army, as the Armies of the Cumberland and the Ohio were not 
brought itito action.the battle belng fought on the left wing, with the in- 
tention as Hood said of crushing our left then in turn sweeping down 
our line and attacking the other wing after defeating us; but he found 
ail the fighting he wanted on the left; we punished him so severely that 
he gave up the job before he got through with us. After the battle 
we changed front a little, facing towards Decatur and proceeded to build 
breastworks, working through the night. It will be remembered that 
just before this that General Stoneman and McCook had been sent 
with a large cavalry force to the rear of Atlanta to eut their communi- 
cations and if successful to proceed to Maçon and Anderson ville and 
liberate our prisoners conflned there; they succeeded in destroying the 
railroad, but farther than that were unsuccessf ul ; The Confederate 
Gênerais Wheeler and Iverson with the comblned forces of the enemy*s 
cavalry defeated General Stoneman, taking him prisoner with the larger 
portion of hls command. McCook got away with a portion of his 
command with the loss of most of his artillery, but badly defeated 
and demoralized. The remuants of the cavalry îeft were organized 
into divisions under Kilpatrick and Garrard. 



REPORT OF GENERAL G. M. DODGB. 

Hdqrs. Left Wing, Sixteenth Army Corps, 
Near .Atlanta, Ga., August 11, 1864. 

Colonel: I hâve the honor to herewith report the part taken by 
this command in the battle In front of Atlanta, Ga., July 22, 1864: 

On the morning of the 22nd my troops were disposed as follows: 
One division (Second) was in position on the right of the Army of 
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the Tennessee, wlth one . brigade in reserve. The First Brigade, of 
the Foiirth Division, was in feserve near the left of the army, and in 
rear of the center of the Seventeenth Army Corps, being held as a 
réservée to the left flank of the army. The Second Brigade, of the 
Fourth Division, Col. J. W. Sprague commanding, was posted at 
Decatur, to hold that place and cover our trains during the absence 
of the cavalry. At dayllght the plckets in front of Second Division 
discovered the enemy had evacuated works in our front. They 
piished on, finding the enemy in his works surrounding Atlanta. 
About 8 a. m. I received a verbal order from Major-General McPher- 
son to move the Second Division from the right to the extrême left 
of the army, and mass it in rear of the new position to be selected 
for the Seventeenth Army Corps, and to place one brigade of the 
Fourth Division in position on the left of this new position. The 
Second Division moved promptly, and halted about half a mile south 
of the railroad, in a position marked A on the map on the road 
running parallel to and three-quarters of a mile in rear of thé posi- 
tion of the Seventeenth Army Corps. The brigade of the Fourth 
Division had not yet moved. I went in person to sélect a position 
for this brigade, and also to sélect good ground to mass the Second 
Division. I had just accomplished this when, ascertaining that the 
Seventeenth Army Corps would not move into its new position until 
night, I sent orders for the Second Division to bivouac where it then 
was and await orders. I also ordered Brig. Gen. J. W. Fuller, com- 
mandlng Fourth Division, to scnd out working parties to intrench 
tbe position he was to bccupy. About 12:00 m., while at General 
Fuller's headquarters, stragsling shots were heard in the rear of the 
left of the Seventeenth Army Corps, and reports came in that the 
enemy were in force in our rear. Brig. Gen. T. W. Sweeney, 'com- 
manding Second Division, sent out skirmishers in that direction, 
who immediately developed the fact that the enemy in considérable 
force was in the timber in rear of the Seventeenth Army Corps. 
Hearing the shots, 1 immediately sent orders to the Second Division 
to go into line on the ground it then occupied, facing east and south. 
At the same time I ordered General Fuller to post one régiment to 
cover the right flank of the Second Division. The Second Divison 
had hardly gone into position when it was discovered that Cle enemy 
were in heavy force in our front. General Fuller perceiving this, 
ordered out his entire brigade instead of one régiment, and went 
into position on the right of the Second Division. Two batteries, 
H, First Missouri, and Fourteenth Ohio Battery, were posted in the 
center of the Second Division. Scarcely was fhe line formed when 
the enemy in three columns emerged from the timber on our left. 
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front, and rlght. My whole line immediately became hotly engaged, 
and the fact of the enemy occupying the timber Between me and the 
Seventeenth Army Corps was clearly demonstrated. I saw that I 
could not prolong my line to connect with the Seventeenth Army 
Corps, a long belt of timber lylng between my right and its line of 
battle that faced west. I sent an aide to General Glles A. Smith, 
notifying hlm of the position of the enemy, and requesting that he 
would refuse his left in order to form a connection with my right. 
Seeing that- the enemy was pressing in column still beyond my right 
and far down the line of the Seventeenth Corps and in its rear, I 
sent another staff offlcer to General Smith, who found him hotly 
engaged and then unable to connect. The enemy pressed forward 
in my front and left, exposing the flank of his center column. 
Detecting this, I at once pushed forward the Twelfth Illinois and 
Bighty-flrst Ohio, which caught the enemy partly in flank. Our 
fire in his front and flank was so destructive that he soon gave way. 
A charge was ordered, and his two columns in my front and left 
were broken and driven back to the timber. General Fuller at the 
same time ordered a charge on his front, which was gallantly made, 
and the enemy driven from it. The enemy pressing past my right 
in the timber had not ère this been fully developed. General Ful- 
ler's advance soon drew a heavy flre on his right flank. He promptly 
drew back the régiments that had charged, changed front to the rear 
under galling flre, and moved on the enemy in the timber, clear- 
ing that point. The flghting on my right, or rather in rear of 
my right, continued heavy, and I immediately made préparations to 
connect as near as possible with the Seventeenth Corps, so as to 
bring the enemy entirely in our front. Ascertaining where the left 
of the Seventeenth Corps rested, it having refused its line in order 
to check the column passing in its rear, my right was swung 
around, using the left as a pivot, until my command occupied a line 
facing a little west of south, and a short distance to the rear of my 
flrst line. Temporary intrenchments were immediately thrown up. 

Major-General McPherson fell on the right of my line about one 
hour after the commencement of the battle, but if was not known to 
me for some time after. As soon as I ascertained that fact I sent a 
stati offlcer to Major-General Logan to report the exposed condition 
of my left, and request that troops be sent there; also reportîng the 
gap between me and the Seventeenth Corps. A brigade, Colonel 
Martin's, of the Fifteenth Corps, was immediately sent to the left, 
arriving just as the enemy again made his appearance on my ex- 
trême left, but his démonstration was weak and soon repulsed. Soon 
after, I should judge about 4 p. m., Major-General Logan called in 
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person for ald to drive the enemy back on the main Decatur and 
Atlanta road, where he had galned a temporary advantage. The 
Second Brigade, Second Division, Col. August Mérsy, commanding, 
was Immediately sent, Major-General Logan accompanying it. The 
brigade immediately went into Une, and participated in the cHarge 
that retook the works and batteries, and gained and re-established 
our lines. As the brigade operated under the immédiate direction 
of the gênerai commanding the department, and detached from my 
command, I cannot give a full account of its opérations, but respect- 
fully refer to the reports of brigade and regimental commanders 
forwarded herewith. General Logan instructed me, if I needed aid 
on my left, after weakening it by detaching this brigade, that I 
should call on General Cox, commanding division of Twenty-t^ird 
Corps, who was near me. At 5 p. m. the enemy making a démon- 
stration on my extrême left caused. me to request General Cox to 
send me a brigade, which he promptly did. The enemy, however, 
only opened with artillery. At 12 o'clock that night General Logan 
ordered two régiments of Colonel Mersy's brigade to occupy the 
hill so hotly contested for in front of the Seventeenth Corps, and 
relieve a portion of the troops then fighting. They promptly obeyed 
the order, and soon securely intrenched themselves. Colonel 
Sprague, who had with him thrèe small régiments and six guns, the 
Chicago Board of Trade Battery, belonging to General Garrard's 
division of cavalry, which had reported to him, and one section of 
C Battery, First Michigan Artillery, was attacked by overwhelming 
numbers. Two divisions of Wheeler's cavalry, dismounted, poured 
down upon him from three directions. Colonel Sprague immedi- 
ately concentrated his command, and, by determined, nnyielding 
fighting, held the enemy in check and gained a position north of the 
town, which he was able to hold. By so doing he saved the trains of 
the Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Seventeenth Army Corps, then on the 
road from Roswell to the commands. 

Great crédit is due Colonel (now General) Sprague and his bri- 
gade for their conduct on this occasion. We were, no doubt, saved a 
serions disaster by his cool judgment and excellent dispositions. The 
Ninth Illinois Infantry (mounted) and Forty-third Ohio Infantry 
joined him during the engagement and promptly went into action. 

Light Battery F, Second U. S. Artillery, belonging to the Fourth 
Division, had reported the day before to the Seventeenth Army 
Corps, and was placed in posion on the front Une. Soon after the 
commencement of the flght it was ordered to return and take a posi- 
tion on Ihe right of my line, covering as well as possible the space 
between the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps. The battery 
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was on Its way to comply with the order, whèn the enemy, in press- 
ing through the gap, struck it and captured the guns, most of the 
men escaping. The battery had no opportunity to save itself, being 
on a road in the timber, in the rear of the Seventeenth Corps, and 
in a place, which, under most circumstances, would be considered 
perfectly safe. Its position when captured is marked. I cannot con- 
sider any one at fault or to blâme for its loss. 

I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of both offlcers and mea 
during the engagement. It was a critical moment for our army, 
and any failure on our part to hâve checked the advance of the en- 
emy in our rear would hâve proved fatal. With three brigades dis- 
posed in a single Une, numbering some 4,500 men, over one-half of 
Hardee's corps, viz., Walker's, Bate's, and a portion of Clebume's 
divisions, was met, and driven back with great slaughter, leaving 
their dead and severely wounded on the field. 

During the engagement on my front, prisoners were taken from 
49 différent régiments, 8 brigades, and 3 divisions; 351 prisoners 
were captured, not including those taken by (Colonel Mersy*s bri- 
gade on the line of the Ffteenth Corps, 8 battle-flags. and some 1.300 
muskets were captured and turned over; 422 of the enemy's dead 
were buried in my front. 

Where ail did so well it is impossible to particularize. General 
Fui 1er had a critical position, and handled his command with great 
skill and good Judgment. The brigade commanders. Colonels Rice. 
Mersy, Morrill, and Sprague; were ever where duly demanded, and 
by their Personal présence and exertion gave their offlcers and men 
that ad vice and encouragement . that enabled them to so well and 
bravely hold their lines. 

Battery H, First Missouri Artillery, and the Fourteenth Ohio 
Battery, massed in the center of the Second Division, by holding fast 
and working their guns; even when the enemy were 150 feet dis- 
tant, and pouring upon them a terrible iîre, afded efCectively in 
driving back his advancing columns, more especially Bate's division, 
upon which they had a direct and point-blank range. 

To Lient. Col. J. J. Phillips, Ninth Illinois, who was temporarily 
serving on my staff, I am greatly indebted; his clear and quick 
conception of the situation enabled him to render me invaluable 
service, and I commend him to the attention of the commanding 
gênerai. 

I also désire to call attention to the efficient service of Lieut. Col. 
William T. Clark, assistant adjutant-general of the department. I 
noticed him. particularly after the fall of MaJor-General McPher- 
son, giving that aid and direction the situation required. 
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My staff were prompt, energetic, and active in rendering me that 
/aluable and cheerfui aid that enables-a commander to successfully 
carry through an engagement. 

In our victory, ail that gladness and joy that would otherwise 
hâve been experienced, was lost to us in the fall of our brave and 
efficient commander. This corps has served under him throughout 
the entire campaign. and that he was greatly beloved and respected 
by ail was évident by the sorrow and gloom cast over us by the Knowl- 
edge of his death. No one knew him but to love and respect him. 
His name and memory in this army is imperishable. 

I take great pleasure in calling the attention of the gênerai to the 
accompanying reports of division, brigade, regimental, and battery 
commanders. and to the spécial mention made therein of officers 
and men. I trust full justice may be done them. 

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

- G. M. DODGE, 
Major- General, Commanding. 



July 23rd. Worked on breastworks, two companies sent out on 
picket, Co. "B" and another cojnpany, in charge of Lleut. Folsom. Ad- 
vanced the une occupying the ground held by the rebels the night 
before; found some of the rebel wounded in the woods whom they had 
not yet ^emoved, among which was a major who was mortally wound- 
ed; he evidently was out of his mind, as he cursed us when we helped 
him to the rear where he could gèt assistance from the surgeons; the 
doctors said there was no hope for him, gave him something to al- 
leviate his distress and he died that day. 

24 th. Pickets were formed into skirmishers and ordered to ad- 
vance the Unes up the hill and through. the timber; soon found the 
enemy's skirmishers who gave ground on our approach. T. E. Rollins 
of Company "B" found a Johnnie behind a log he was stepping over, 
he jumped up and bot h flred at the same time; the rebel shot Rollins 
through the foot and Rollins missed him entirely but he took him 
prisoner; while questioning and parleying with him we heard some 
one calling. "Valentine! Valcntine!" We asked him who it was and he 
said it was his comrade who had gone back to the reserve to get 
something to eat for them; we made him answer the call and tell him 
to como on, when two of their pickets came up out of a ravine and 
we took them prisoners. Rollins in the meantlme was sitting down 
crying because he had missed the Johnnie and cursing him because he 
had shot him through the foot. 

General 0. O. Howard assumed command of the Army of the Ten- 
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nessee and General Logan went back to command of the loth Corps. 
General Hooker took umbrage because he was not given the posi- 
tion and asked to be relieved from command of the 20th Corps, whlch 
was granted and he went home or to the east. 

25th. Ordered not to leave the ranks; expecting attack. General 
Dodge, Fuller and Sweeney had trouble and dispute; Sweeney and 
Fuller coming to blows in rear of our régiment. General Sherman or- 
dered Sweeney under arrest, sent him to the rear and deprlved him 
of his command, placing Colonel Rice temporarily in command of the 
division. Sweeney was not reinstated again during the war. Next day 
Brigadier General John M. Corse was assigned to command the 2nd 
division and Colonel Rice to the command of the Brigade. 

26th. Aroused at daylight; ordered to remain in works; expect- 
ing attack; rockets as signais fired during the night, for some purpose 
not understood by men and subordinate officers. 

27th. At midnight lâst night withdrew from our works to the 
right and rear, passing in rear of 4th corps where we halted to get some- 
thing to eat; at 5 o'clock p. m. went to the front through the 
works of the 14th corps; threw out skirmishers forming brigade in two 
columns and proceeded to advance the lines; during thèse movements a 
heavy shower came up, raining hard for a time. Ail things in readi- 
ness for the advance, the, bugle sounded. when the command moved 
forward in fine order, good alignment with banners flying, making 
a magniflcent sight to behold; skirmishers soon became engaged, but 
the enemy gave away before the supports came up; we continued to ad- 
vance until we reached the position desired to be entrenched; we came 
upon a crest overlooklng the city of Atlanta where we placed battery 
"H" Ist Missouri Light Artillery. Marched and advanced through the 
day 15 miles 

28th. The 15th and 17th A. C. extended their line to the right, 
during which time the enemy made a fierce and determined attack on 
the 15th corps, making four distinct and desperate charges on General 
Logan's front; called for reinforcements and more ammunition, when 
General Dodge sent him four régiments from our division and two 
wagon loads of cartridges, the latter under guard of Lient. H. I. Smith 
in command of company "I" of the 7th lowa, which was promptly de- 
livered. General Logan succeeded in repelling the attack and holding 
and fortifying his position, but at a large sacrifice of klUed and wound- 
ed. This is known as the battle of Ezra Church. General Logan's loss 
in this afEair was reported to be 562 killed , wounded and missing. He 
reported burying 600 dead of the enemy in his front the next day, and 
that he captured flve battle flags, 2,000 stand of arms, and 106 prisoners. 
During the night he built strong défensive works, Our division was 
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subjected to heavy artlUery fire during this engagement, in order as we 
siipposed to divert our attention and keep us from going to the assist- 
ance of the right of the army, where they were making such fierce 
and determined assaiilt. If they had succeeded in crushing Logan 
they would hâve probably taken us in flank and turn; but they found 
their match in the 15th corps under General Logan. 

After the battle of Atlanta, Lient. Lazenbee, the only commis- 
sioned offlcer présent of Co. •'!'* was taken sick; as Co. "B" had two 
offlcers présent for duty. Ist Lieut. H. L Smith was transferred to Co. 
"I" to command. Soon afterwards Co. "D" lost their only commissioned 
offlcer, when Lieut. Smith was given that Co. also, both of which com- 
panies he commanded a portion of the time during the balance of the 
Atlanta campaign; taking company 'T* through the march to the sea, 
when he was detailed as Aid-de-camp on the staff of General E. W. 
Rice, with whom he staid until the war was over and was mustered 
out of the service. 

29th. Skirmishlng ail day returning to the reserve in the even- 
ing. No casualities in our régiment. 30th. The enemy open upon 
us with their big guns from their forts. We hug the bottom of the 
ditches behind our works, hold our ground with little loss. Slst. It 
rained hard during the day; the rebels kept up their flre upon us 
from the fort, keeping us in the trenches which were partly fllled with 
water from the rain; we were wet, cold ànd uncomfortable ail day. 
One large 84 pound shell went over us, to the rear striking General 
Dodge's headquarter tent, smashing his cook tent and outflt, cutting 
short their repast, and killing some horses tied to trees near the 
General's headquarters. Heavy détails made to strengthen the works. 

August Ist. The non-veterans whose time expired on the 24th 
ultimo were allowed to go home; great crédit should be given them for 
staying. fighting and doing duty for a wçck after their time was out, 
when they could not bave been compelled to do so. 

The rebels continued to shell us at intervais from the forts ail 
through the day, doinj? little damage only to make us hug the bottom 
of the wet ditches while they do so. It seemed'to annoy them to see 
us strengthening our works and putting up obstructions; whenever 
the working parties appeared they would open up with their heavy ar- 
tillery from the forts. The boys* call their bomb shells camp kettles, 
as they arc about as Içirge. In the evening when our cômpany nigger 
cook was bringlng our coffee from the reserve line to the skirmish 
pits in front where we were, the rebels opened up on us, one of the big 
shells struck near him, making a hole in the earth like a cellar, it 
scared him so that hc spilled our coffee, when he got in the hole and 
laid there. Some of the boys thinking he was killed went back to see 
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what had becoxne of him. He was lying in the bottom of the hole 
and sald that llghtning never struck twice In the same place and he 
thought the same rule applied to cannon balls, so laid there as being the 
safest place. 

Aug. 2nd. Weather cloudy and cool; heavy cannonading on both 
sSdes today, especially to the left of us; army seems to be extending 
our Unes to our rlght and withdrawlng from the left; 23rd Corps pass- 
ing to right and rear ail day. Rations short and poor. Hâve slépt in 
our clothes since the flrst of June, with very littTe time or opportunity 
to wash and keep ourselves or clothes clean; it was a long arduous 
campaign with fighting wlthout cessation ail summer. 3rd. Weather 
changeable and showery; fighting and cannonading ail along the Une, 
stlll extending our lines to the right, apparently to get possession of 
the Maçon railroad and eut ofT their supplies. 4th. Quiet in the fore- 
noon. Ordered into line under arms at 2:30 p. m. Drove the enemy 
back into their works. while our batteries were shelling them. They 
rallied. came back at us in force and we retire behind our works, quit 
and call It a draw; heavy cannonading from the enemy's forts ail 
afternoon. Wild shooting, lots of noise, but not much loss, apparently 
barren of results. Men ordered to keep their accoutrements on with 
guns by their side and not to leave the ranks, evidently expecting 
an attack, or an advance to be ordered. 5th. In line of battle behind 
our Works. After dark our skirmishers crawled quietly up nearer the 
enemy's lines, dug skirmish pits, surprising the Johnnies in the morn- 
Ing. They opened up a fusilade of musketry on our men in the skir- 
mish pits and bombarded them from their forts but could not drive 
them out. 6th. Kept up ail night by continuous firing from the 
enemy's lines and working strengthening our advance lines gained 
yesterday. Rebels made a desperate attack on the 20th Corps to our 
left, also on the 4th Corps; they gained our works. but were repulsed 
and driven back with heavy loss. They seem determined to hold 
their ground and Atlanta; they hâve strengthened their works and 
put out formidable obstructions in our front. In the declivity interven- 
ing there is Chev-aux-de-friz, tru-de-loupes and pit falls, with wires 
stretched in the grass to trip charging troops, ail of whicn would hâve 
to be removed before the works could be taken by assault. 7th. Rath- 
er quiet ail day, men busy strengthening breast works. Some fighting 
going on to our rlght. 8th. Whole régiment ordered into the skirmish 
pits, which duty comes on every two or three days, as nearly half the 
force occupy the advance line of works. Men are getting almost de- 
formed humping to keep their heads down to keep from exposing 
themselves from the enemy's sharpshooters. Rained again making 
the pits wet, muddy and disagreeable; ng opportunity to lie down 
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day or night. 9th. Strengthenlng our works; when dark crawl nols- 
lessly and cautiously close up under the enemy's works w4th entrench- 
ing tools and dlg rifle pits whicfi surprises and annoys the rebels to 
find us in such close proxlmity to them when daylight appeats; they 
open on us wlth a fusilade, but our boys hug the bottom of the 
ditches, holding their ground waiting for them to corne out, or show 
themselves when they return the flre, and so it goes from day to day, 
kceping up a constant strain of mind, muscle and anxiety to keep 
out of the way of murderous missles wlth wnich the air is constantly 
full. We lose men from day to day, which in. the aggregate amounts 
to a considérable loss. It seems to be the policy to take Atlanta by 
regular siège and approaches. 32-pound Rodman rifle siège guns 
placed in position to the left of our régiment in redans built for that 
purpose; after getting them in position they are flred at regular in- 
tervais into the city in plain view. We can see the destruction made 
by them around the railroad shops and dépôts, a mile or so distant. 
Rain, rain, rain. lOth. Lient. Spaulding's dalry reads: "Before day- 
light the line behind us was under arms waiting for whatever turned 
up. Weather cloudy and misty. Could sbe our men in front throwing 
dirt. Private Walling wounded this morning while sleeping. Men 
hâve to seek cover continuously, away from the protection of the 
works no one is safe any moment. At 11 a. m. the régiment, except 
the skirmishers, was moved to the left to occupy the works of the 
2nd lowa; 12th Ills. sent to occupy tne works vacated by us; as the 
works taken possession by us were not in good condition, the men set 
to work again to strengthen them. The men didn't like this much and 
were disposed to complaln as being not fair treatment; still they 
went to work again, with spirit and energy, although they were nearly 
played out, on account of loss of sleep and ezposure and hard work. 
They were stimulated by the enemy who threw Into the works a few 
shells; the boys felt it but to render their cover more secure. About 2 
o'clock, having occasion to go to the rear, left the skirmish line; 
Capt. Hurd being in command of the company. On my return, on the 
way, the shelling by the enemy began and was promptly replied to 
by battery "H." The shells went screaming overhead— no danger to 
me at first; but as I got near the front line the problem was, how to 
get into the works without getting hurt; as I got within about 200 
yards of our line. the enemy seemed to let up somewhat and I concluded 
to keep on and take the chances. A darky cook was a rod or so ahead 
of me with a camp kettle in each hand and one balanced on his head, 
ail full of water. He having been to the spring. We Rept on, he keep- 
ing the same distance in front of me until he was just opposite the 
end of the ditch in front of the openihg through the breastworks, when 
a big Shell came screeching along, and the darkey without stopping to 
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let down hls kettles. dove into the diich head first, landing on his back. 
My hair ralsed a little, for the shell was close, but there was little use 
diving into the dltch. as the shell was past before we started. He got 
out looking sort of foolish to see what had corne of the shell. The 
boys saw his performance and began yelling at him and giving.him 
advice as only soldiers can do. Got in and returned to the skirmish 
Une safely, but lucky enough not to get hit by any of the buUets fly- 
ing so continuously. About 4 o'clock we were moved again into the 
Works to the right of the fort; the 81st Ohio taking possession of the 
Works vacated by us. Just before we on the skirmish Une were re- 
lieved, private Wm. Dorman of Cîo. **C" was badly wounded. Relieved 
about 6 o'clock p. m. and went to the rear, without further loss. Back 
in this line we hâve a prospect for a good night's rest and sieep." This 
is a fair sample of the daily routine of duty for weeks during the 
siège of Atlanta. 

August llth. 7th lowa occupied front line of rifle pits. 66th 
Ills. Sharpshooters ordered out to drive back the rebel skirmishers, 
66 th Indiana in support. Enemy offered feeble résistance; the advance 
resulted in wresting from the enemy the ridge in front of the 16th corps. 
The reserves quickly threw up temporary works. under rapid tiring 
from the artlllery of the enemy; several killed by shells in 66th Ind. 
and a number wounded in 2nd and 7th lowa, and two wounded in 
52nd Ills. Régiment relieved by 52na Ills. in the evening. Works 
strengthened during the night and obstructions In the way of abattis, 
etc., built in front. The enemy kept up brisk cannonading ail night 
with their heavy giins, but did not succeed in shelling us out, we hold- 
ing the ground gained during the day. Ordered under arms, expect- 
ing attack. Hugh \oung Co. "I" wounded. 

August 12th. 7th lowa occupy front line of works, with compan- 
ies "ï" and **D" in the skirmish pits in front, under command of Lieut. 
H. I. Smith of Co. *'B." Sharp skirmishing and artillery duel by both 
the enemy's and our own batteries ail day. When our battery fires 
we hâve to lay low to alloy our guns to fire over our heads, as they 
bave to depress their pièces just so that their balls will clear our 
works and they do not always do that." Battery **H" is immediately 
in our rear about thirty rods. ground about level behind us. In tho 
evening while sitting in the bottom of the ditch, with faces towards 
our own battery while they were in action, Sergeant Thomas of Co. 
"D" and the writer were sitting side by side, both drinklng our coffee 
out of the same cup; when a ten pound Parrott shell blew Sergt. Thom- 
as' head completely off, scattering his brains ail over my shoulder, leav- 
Ing his upper lip and mustasohe in the bank behind me; the cup we were 
drinking from was filled with his brains and blood, doing no çlamage 
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to mo but destroying my supper and filling me with sorrow for my 
comrade; but such things were of such fréquent occurrence that we 
became hardened and accustomed to them. 

As there is an intérim, or missing link in the diary kept of the 
movements of our régiment, I herewith substitute a part of diary kept 
by Lieut. E. 6. Spaulding of the 52nd IlHnois, that régiment being 
in our brigade and relieving and alternating duty with us almost every 
day until the close of the war; so that the daily doings of that régi- 
ment is almost a duplicate of the routine of our own. Lieut. Spalding's 
diary enters into détails minutely and I am sure will be read with 
interest. 

August 12th, 1864. In compliance with orders the régiment waa 
up at daylight ând under arms in line and it stood for an hour, ready 
for the enemy, if they shpuld wish to make a morning call. Weathcr 
foggy, but little shoot ing on our skirmish line. Anticipate a stormy 
day when the fog clears away, as it is understood that our artillery 
bas orders to open fire. In such event it will bring our company be- 
tween two Ares. Battery **H" will fire dlrectly on our heads and the 
enemy's return flre at the Battery will also be on us, or rather at us. 
Private Henry Sprague of Co. 6 was shot dead early this morning. He 
was standing Just outside of the trench a short distance to the rear 
when a bullet struck him in the head, and with a groan the poor boy 
fell dead. Soon after this a man of the 66th Ind., as he was getting over 
our breastwork to return, to the skirmish line was seriously wounded 
in the arm. About 9 o'clock a. m. it was announced that Battery "H" 
was going to open fire with ils six 12 Ib. Brass Napoleans. Lieut. 
Blodgett of the 39th lowa infantry, who is in command of the bat- 
tery, when ail was ready went four or five rods to the rlght of the 
battery and getting up on the breastwork took a position behind a 
tree that was there and leveling his field glass to watch the aim of 
his gunners, called for No. 1 to fire, and bang roared the gun. Blod- 
gett watched for shell to strike and directed the gunner how to cor- 
rect his aim; then Blodgett called for namber 2 and watching Its shot 
corrected its gunner, and he did so with each gun and had each gun 
fire twice in that way, and then he Jumped down and called to his 
men to fire and to us fellows in the ditch in front of the battery it 
secmed that "hell had broken loose." The guns being so they would 
just clear the ground. when they now firsf flred they Just swept the 
surface of every thing movable — dirt in dust and chunks, leaves and 
sticks came whirllng in upon us along with bits of broken tin, from 
the tin straps on the ammunition — many of us got eut from time to 
time by this tin. At the second discharge a stick about the size of a 
walking cane came whirllng into our ditch and striking the bank just 
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above my head as I sat leaning forward, bounded back and hit me a 
Smart blow acrôss the back— thought first a musket had fallen upon me. 
Blodgetfs first giin waked up the enemy and they opened on him with 
siège guns from their forts, one dlrectly In front that he fired at and 
one on either slde. Blodgett gave no heed to either of the slde forts. 
They were ail pounding away at him and us by the time he had got 
his range, and when the six guns of Battery "H" ail began talking the 
uproar was simply terrifie for us fellows in the dltch. It seemed as 
if the concussion every time the guns fired was more than we could 
stand. I put my fingers in my ears and got under the protection of the 
bank as much as possible. At first It seemed to be an unequal contest. 
but after thirty minutes the guns In the fort opposite were sllenced. 
Blodgett could fire a dozen shells to their one — slow work handling 
heavy siège guns. He just poured the shell Into them; with the aid of 
glasses we could see the fort in a damaged condition and one gun 
dismounted, the others drawn back. Then Blodgett got up behind his 
tree and began some tactics on the right fort and he silenced it, and 
getting up again he went for the fort to the left and silenced it. At 
a range of a mile, as thèse were heavy guns and no match for well 
served field guns, although the enemy did their best no doubt, and 
their big shells flew and struck in front of us and around us and behind 
us and exploding, neither we in tl>e trench nor the battery had a man 
hurt by them. However, Private Eli Clemens of Co. "C," next to Co. 
*'E," was seriously wounded in the ankle by a gravel stone thrown from 
embrasure in our fort by one of Battery* *'H" guns. Our position is a 
bad one — the ground is clear or open and of such foundation that 
there is safety for no one outside of the trenches. The enemy's strong 
rifle pits — a breastwork — is only about one hundred and flfty yards 
from our skirmish Une, which is behind a strong breastwork, and the 
firing is continuai day and night. To-day Lient. Col. Bowen was struck 
in the shoulder by a spent bullet, hit him a giancing blow so he escaped 
injury. 

August 13th, 1864. To-day I went back to the Une the 52nd 
first occupied to make up muster and pay roUs for June 30th. This 
was the first opportunity lor making them since that date. Began 
making them several days since, but only just completed. them and 
turned them over to Lieut. Col. Bowen. About 9 o'clock a. m. the 
"Johnnles" sent a big shell whizzing over our heads. It Is now our 
Shell as they are done with it. This was only the first. Our guns 
opened immediately. For thirty minutes the duel continued and for 
us between the two fires and in front of our guns the uproar was 
terrifie. The enemy ceased first. Their aira is not as accurate as yes- 
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terhay. They are becoming demoralized. Our artillery is too much 
for them. One solid shot or shell that didn't explode struck our 
breastwork, but did no damage. However, we in the trench couldn't 
tell what moment one would hit so as to lift things, ourselves in- 
cluded. Put cotton in my ears to relieve them as much as possible from 
concussion. Great danger of being made permanently deaf. During 
the day Private A. M. Barnard Co. "F* wounded in the head by mus- 
ket bail — not serious. Co's. "G," "I" and **K" sent out to the skir- 
mish line about six p. m. and relieved 7th lowa. About 7 p. m. I 
was ordered to report at brigade headquarters for duty. Reported and 
was put in command of a détail of one hundred and fifty men to work 
ail night in building a fort just to the left of the 52nd on a rise of 
ground overlooking the enemy*s lines and the city. The fort is to be 
for a 32 Ib. Rodman. Men could only work on the fort under cover of 
darkness because the ground is in easy and in clear range of the enemy's 
musket fire; cautioned the men against any laughing,talking,or making 
any noise. Marched the détail after dark to the ground and began 
throwing dirt, and the bank of dirt began to grow until 10:00 o'clock. 
While standing up on top of the bank showing the men where to throw 
the dirt, a bullet clipped my hat. The enemy had become suspicions 
of something as going on and opened fire in our direction, but I 
chanced their bullets until one hit my hat — thîs I took as a hint to 
get down, and at once did so. In digging the men struck rock down 
about a foot from the surface, and it was the noise of shovels hitting 
stones that the enemy heard. 

August 14th, 1864. Worked my men by reliefs ail night — no re- 
lief for me, however. When we began we expected to hâve the fort 
done — ail completed before daylight this morning, but the rock we 
struck, boulders and large stones, senously interfered. Hadn*t got 
the fort done when daylight came, but the work was far enough ad- 
vanced to use. The 32 Ib. Rodman was brought up and placed in posi- 
tion durîng the day. I with my men was relieved at daylight. A 
few shots were flred from the Rodman when the trail broke — couldn't 
fire any more until trail is repaired. Continuons fire on skirmish Une. 
Blodgett occasionally pays his compléments to the "Johnnies" by toss- 
ing them a 12 Ib. shell, to which they make no reply. Guess they are 
wllling to let their artillery remain idle, if ours will only keep quiet, 
for every shell they send us they get ten in return, and our artillery 
fire, as can be seen, is much more effective than theirs, although the 
enemy's works are in plain view, but very few of the "Johnnies" can 
be seen. The great number of our musket halls flying over their way 
and to them the uncertain destination of our shells compel the 
"Johnnies" to lie low for safety and protection. Musket halls cause 
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U8 more more concern than shells. Thèse missles of death are con- 
tinually whizzing over and past us— grazing ttie top of our breastwork. 
striklng the ground. When a man gets ont of the trench and goes 
to thp rear he takes his life in his hands. There is no safety eut of 
the ditch. Men been working to-day to complète the fort. A dîtch 
is also Weing dug from near the çenter of the line of the 52nd ont to 
the skirmish, so that it will not be so dangerous to pass ont and back. 

August 15th, 1864. Still in the front Une. Picket flring con- 
tinues steadily with an occasional cannon shot. Bullets whizzing past 
us continually. Reliable news from our own army out of the ques- 
tion. How tiresome it is to be confined so closely night and day to 
our work. A new trail having been made for our 32 pounder at 5 p. 
m. it was again in position and I began tossing shells into thje doomed 
city of Atlanta. Lieut. Smitn 2nd U. S. A. has ordered that a.shell be 
thrown into Atlanta every 15 minutes during the night. Orders receiv- 
ed placed the troops on three-quarter rations, because of the opéra- 
tions of the rebel cavalry in our rear. Reported that the enemy is 
in possession of our railroad near Dalton and still holding it. Gen. 
Sherman so far has indeed been fortunate im keeping open his com- 
munications. From this time on the railroad will no doubt require 
Etrong guards. Battery "H" to-day fired a few shells to stir up the 
enemy. Being located directly in front of the battery, 1 am not able 
to endure the concussion when they fire, although I hâve cotton in my 
ears and I also cover them with my l\ands; when a gun is fired the 
pain is intense, so much so that fearing permanent deafness I moved 
toward the left of the 52nd after the battery began flring to-day. 

August 16th, 1864. Ail night long last night our large gun was 
throwing shell into the city. Far to our left another large gun was also 
thus speaking to the inmates of the doomed city. Surely this must be 
annoying to the people of Atlanta— to the non-combatants. Continuai 
explosion of shells along the silent hours of night cannot possibly pro- 
mole quiet and peaceful sieep, so much to be desired by the inhabi- 
tants. Fires are fréquent occurrences of late in the city. Two conflag- 
rations occurred last night — supposed to be caused by our exploding 
shells. 

To-day Battery "H" is constructing a furnace in which to heat 
solid shot so that it may throw red bot shot into the city. It is re- 
ported that Gen. Hood has been lately reinforced by troops from Lee's 
army. No doubt he is continually receiving reinforcements. b«t I 
think Lee has sent none— Lee has none to spare so long as he has 
our old Commander Grant to face. 

Soon after daylight the trail of our pet gun broke again. Dur- 
ing the day it will be repaired, and I hope by night it will again be 
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performing its diity of shelling the clty. The flrst thing I saw this 
morning when 1 opened my eyes. was a bullet sticking in the dirt 
about eight Inches above my head where it had struck sometime during 
tlle night. Reports say that Gen. Kilpatrlck has returned from a raid 
on the Maçon Raiiroad— that he tore up several miles of the track 
and destroyed a large amount of rebel stores. More quiet to-day, but 
little flring on our skirmish line. Orders now received from Gen. How- 
ard, commanding Army of the Tennessee, instructing ail officers to 
curtail as much as possible the skirmisu ftring — the trouble with our 
communications is the probable cause of the order. Prudehce would 
eounsel us to save our ammunition untll the way is open for freeh 
supply. Once more — 6 p. m. — our 32 pounder is throwing shell into 
the city. May they prove destructive. 

August 17th, 1864. Very quiet during the night save the regu- 
lar discharge of our pet gun, the 32 pounder. The 52nd and the 2nd 
lowa furnished détail for the skirmish line during last night. Rebels 
opened some artillery to our right during the aftérnoon, but none In 
our front. They appear to entertain a wholesome regard for Battery 
"H.'* Although our artillery is used more than at any other one point, 
the rebels are careful how they "talk back." Since decreasing our 
skirmish ftre, the enemy has increased theirs. At 3 p. m. Private Hart- 
wick, of Co. "F," came in from the skirmish line wounded by musket 
bail in right arm just below the elbow. Gen. C. belng sick this 
evening Gen. Rice is in command temporarily of the Division, and 
Lieut. Col. Bowen notified by Gen Rice to take command of our brigade 
in event of any trouble. During the night about 11 o'clock heavy 
picket firing to our right which lasted but a few minutes when ail be- 
came as quiet as it had becn. 

August 18th, 1864. The enemy began shelling our line at day- 
light as if they suspected that wé intended the exécution of some si y 
movement. Our batteries including Battery "H" immediately replied 
giving them ten shells for one. The uproar was great for a time. 
As usual I walked towards the left of the 52nd far enough to get away 
from being directly under the gims of Battery "H" to save my hear- 
ing. At 10 o'clock a. m. the men of the 52nd out on the skirmish line 
just in front ordered to make a démonstration by opening a heavy lire 
and continulng it until each man had fired 15 rounds. At the same 
time our artillery kept up a continuons tire. To this démonstration the 
enemy made but a feeble reply. The sound of battle was complète 
and I suppose the démonstration answered its purpose. The enemy 
speedily reinforced thelr skirmish line in our front with two régiments. 
This démonstration was quite gênerai ail along the line of the army of 
the Tenn. Supposed object was to hold the enemy in our front 
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whlle an expédition sent out this morning under Genl. Kllpatrick 
out the R. R. south of Atlanta. Reported that Kilpatrick is under 
orders to destroy the railroad or sacrifice his command. When the 
enemy opened on us this morning our batteries replied so vlgorously 
that the enemy seemed glad to quit our batteries. So far bave been 
too much for those of the enemy. On several occasions they bave trîed 
to silence our guns, and as often bave failed. No battery in our army 
is handled better than Battery "H" under command of Lient. Blodgett 
of the 39th lowa Infty. Wishing this morning to wash my face and 
hands I got out of the cch up on the bank with Sergt. Watson to 
pour water out of a canteen on my hands. Soon Watson and I heard 
a minnie "singing." Charlie and I looked at each other and stood still 
— no time to jump — bullet went between us and the washing was 
quickly finished. Ail cooking is done to the rear by the company 
cooks. Each company bas two darkey cooks regularly mustered into 
the service as such with regular pay and clothing. Thèse cooks bave 
indeed a great time* in getting to us three times a day with bot cofTee. 
They come to us on the run afraid of their lives, as indeed they bave 
a right to be, and with their dodging and running sometimes they 
manage to spill a good share of the cofPee, which makes the boys 
swear. This morning our cook, Pete, came to us with coffee — he jump- 
ed down into the ditch laugbing as though in a fit. I asked him 
"What's the matter, Pete?" and he said, "Why, I was just comin' along 
ober dar, whar you see them trees, and de bullets dey got a hummin* 
pooty thick, an' so I Just got behind a big tree, and jus den a wbite 
man he come along and he say, you darky, dar, what for you get be- 
hind a tree? an' right dar befo' I could say anything one of dem big 
shells come right along dar, a screechin' an' a rippin' and dat whlte 
man he jus' jump for my tree too." And when Pete nnished telling 
his story he went off in a fit of laughter. 

August 19th, 1864. Very quiet in our front durlng the forenoon 
aside from the regular discharges of our big gun and the usual crack 
of muskets along the skirmish line. It is said that Gen. Sherman 
daims good exécution is being done by our big gun. About 150 shells 
are thrown by it daily. Battery "H" bas been throwing bot shot into 
the city. The Battery boys beat the shot to red beat in the furnace they 
built and the guns are loaded ail but the bot cannon bail— wet wadding 
that wlU be next to bot bail — then they bring the red bot bail from 
the furnace in a sort of iron frame carried by two men — get it 
into the gun and away it goes. If it lodges in wood its sure to kindle 
fire. About noon to-day saw Gen. Dodge, who commands our corps, go 
through our régiment, geuing over bur breastwork anjd going out to the 
skirmish. Men ail watched him — heard one of my men say "The 
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damned old fool. he'll get a bullet sure." I thought the same thing, 
fer Gen. Dodge is an engineer and certain to want to see the groimd 
and enemy in front with hls own eyes. Our Une le so close to the 
enemy, only about 15 rods between, that both sldes hâve to shoot 
from cover. Our men hâve holes through the top of breastwork with 
bnish on outside to conceal its exact locality. The instant a head or 
rerscn on either side is exposed, a dozen bullets are let loose. I 
watched Gen. Dodge, therefore, anxiously, knowing the danger, saw 
him reach the Une and saw him getting up to a place where he could 
tcîke a look and then he reeled and fell in a heap. Sure enough just 
as we had feared, he had got a bullet. Some of the 62nd men picked 
up o"r "stretcher" and ran over to where he was and brought him 
ba?k to our Une. He had been hit on top of the head cutting the 
scalp — half an inch lower and the bullet would hâve ended him. As 
ît was it knocked him senseless, but he soon reeovered consciousness. 
ît was a close call for him. At 3:00 p. m. another démonstration ap- 
parently was made on our right. Rapid firlng of cannon and continuons 
ra»:sketry distinctly heard. About 4 o*clock p. m. Private Elias Ployd, 
of Co. "B." was seriously wounded by musket bail. He was carried 
off to the rear on the "stretcher** to go to the hospital. When hit he 
was standing near the tort. Many a man on this campaign has bee^ 
hurt or lost his llfe by being exposed. About 6 o'clock p. m. the 7th 
lowa relieved tlfe 52nd and we marched back to the rear a short dis- 
tin.'e and camped be'iind a hili fer protection. The 52nd has been nine 
d9ys confined to their ditch— it was hard on the men and It began to 
affe.'t them — so the régiment was relieved and sent to the rear to get 
a rest. The hillside where we camped is rather steep for a place 
to rleep and is covered with much stone. However, it is a comparatively 
safe place, and that's worth something. 

Au:*Tst 20th, 1864. Expected to hâve a good slcep last night, 
but it didn't turn ont so, theugh I fared better than most did. I got 
a Ions plank— rl4 to 16 feet long and about 15 Inches wide — to sleep 
l'Hcn. Would like to hâve eut it in the middle it was so long, but 
I had no way to do it. Buiit up a pile of stone to elevate the down 
hill end of the plank so 1 wouldn't slide off of it.and I built a "shebang" 
wi<h small pôles and my rubber blankets over the plank. Laid down 
to sleep early; brlght moonlight. Soen asleep, but about 9:00 o'clock 
wîis «nwakened by a gust of wind. I ralsed up just in time to catch 
my blankets, as the string broke with more wind — saw that a thunder 
storm was right upon us. At once I tucked one rubber over my tee\ 
and legs and other rubber over the rest of my body and Yny head as 
I Ip.id there at full length on the plank, as I did it the storm broke 
out and how it did pour, and how.the men did howl and swear. Their 
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"shebangs" had gone to pièces like mine and they were ont in the 
rain. My blankets protected me and as I laid there flat on my back, 
I congratulated myself on my condition, but suddenly I felt a stream 
of cold water running down my backbone. The end of my long plank 
stiick 7 or 8 feet above my head and ail the. water it caught ran right 
down my back. However, I laid still — would rather be wet in one 
place than ail over. Storm ended as suddei^ly as it began, but the men 
were soaked through and they stood around fires most of th*e ni|fht in 
tUe effort to get dried out. I turned my plank over and went to sieep 
again. It was a hard nlght for the men — the rain was cold and catching 
them unprepared, the men got thoroughly soaked — it makes»them feel 
stiff this morning. Clear this morning — later clouded up — had fré- 
quent showers during the day. Co's. "B" and **C" are on tl\e skîrmish 
line. About 2:00 o'clock p. m. Private Sidncy Hallwick, of Co. **C" was 
brought in from the sljirmish line, dead. He received a center shot in 
forehead, killing him instantly. No other casualitles during the day. 
We hâve more rcst in this position though we are stlll in the range 
of bullets. 

August 21 st, 1SG4. As quiet ail day as usual, as quiet as it can be 
with two armies facing each other as we are, close up. No news to- 
day either to discourase or cheer. Surely our men would like It if some- 
thing would take place to relieve us of constant anxiety and sus- 
pense. The army needs rest. It's only the toughest kind of men that 
can stand this kind of llfe. The 52nd has sent away over 150 sick. prob- 
ably not half of them will ever come back. Two of my men, Private 
C îas. Murray and Austin Hoben. hâve died — good. sound young men. 
And besides this continuai crack of muskets and this whizzing of 
bullets has indced become a bore. IIow^ pleasant it would be if one could 
only get away from such living as this for awhile. where one could lie 
down to slcep without the danger of being pierced with a bullet. I 
haven't slept a single night with my clothing off since the latter part 
of June, and ail 1 hâve to cover me. wet or dry, is two rubber blan- 
kets which I carry. 

August 22nd, 1864. Matters remained through the day the same as 
yesterday — the same cracking of muskets and the same whizzing of bul- 
lets. About 6 o'clock p. m. my Co. ("E") and companies **G", "I" 
and **K," ail under command of Capt. Barto of Co. "K" went out on 
the skirmish line. My Co. relieved Co. "I" of the 7th lowa. Lieut. 
H. I. Smith, in command of the company, told me he was on duty 
when Gen. Dodge came out to take a look. That Dodge asked him 
where was a good place to look and he said to Dodge. "Hère is a good 
place to look;" and he said to Dodge, "Hère, General, is a good place 
where Tve just been shooting," and the lieutenant showed me the 
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little hole he had made to shoot through.* And then he added, "Lieu- 
tenant, you can't imagine how I felt as when I was helping the General 
iip to look, the biillet came and he fell back into my arms, as I thought 
a de^.d man." The 7th boys marched off and taklng their places our men 
were soon at it — bang, bang, of muskets on our side and whiz, whiz, 
Ep.it, spat, of bullets the rebels sent back at us. No sleep or quiet for 
tis this night. 

August 23rd, 1864. Under instructions received the men kept 
up a strong flring ail last night and to-day until relieved about 6 
c'dock p. m. Men complain of feeling the effect of so much shooting — 
Rhoiilders lame. Had no men hurt on the skirmlsh Une. The troops 
Including that part of the 52nd not on the skirmlsh were under arms be- 
fore daylight in readlness for anything that might happen. Last night 
Ist Sergt. H. C. Williamson of Co. "H" while sleeping was scrlously 
wo'inded in the leaj by a musket ba»i. Reported to-day that General 
Kilpntrick ha s rctnrncd from his raid, and he destroyed in places 
tcn miles of railrond track, that he lost ninety men captured, and that 
he captured a brigade of rebels, but couldn't bring tnem along — pa- 
roled them. Brought away cne pièce of artillery and spiked four more 
and destroyed eight caissions. Brought in his own wounded. My 
cousin. Frank Spaulding, in the 92nd Illinois Mounted Infantry, is 
in his command. Frank Hope is safe and sound. 

August 24th, 18fi4. Very quiet and monotonous in our camp dur- 
inf? the forcnoon. Durin,? the aftcmoon the enemy sent fréquent 
sholls to stir us up as if to make inquiries as to our whereabouts and 
prchable intentions. They seera to act as if they thougnt we were about 
to make some change of bape in our opérations, and in this they may 
be right. The Indications for siveral days past hâve pointed to an early 
irove by our forces, but just what the gênerais only know. 

Auf3:ust 25th, 1864. D'irin'î yesterday atternoon and last night 
trains and troops renortcd as passing in our rear and to our right. The 
si(!îe guns to oiir front wer? taken to' the rear last night. The an- 
ticipations are that the left of ovr army will pass to the extrême right. 
-Chis mornin^ orders were received for tte 52nd to be in readiness to 
merch at 7 o'clork a. m., but tl\e order was soon countermanded — this 
s'iggcsts that quite likely we will make a silent move durlng the night. 
Our wagons sent to the re:îr with the trains. About 4 o'clock p. m. 
tho 52nd in obédience to orders report ed to Capt. Barber 7th lowa. 
Chief of Out Posts. 2nd Division. 16th A. C. Marched one and one-half 
miles to the rear — five companics of the 52nd were deployed as skir- 
mishers in front of works to be occupied temporarily by our Division 
—the other five companies, including mine, held in reserve. -During 
the night the 16th A. C. passed through our line and went into po- 
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sition In new works three-fourths of a mile In our rear. The entîre 
army to our left is in motion to our right. Report says 
that the 20th A. C. is to retire to Vinings Station on the Chattahoochee 
River and guard the crossing while the balance of the army will move 
to the right for the purpofie of flanking Hood at East Point. Night 
so cool that I got quite stift with the cold while sltting in the darkness 
waiting for troops to pass through. Distance marched one-half mile. 
August 26th, 1864. Owing to the tardiness of the 4th A. C. in 
moving our skirmish, of 16th A. C, Une was not ordered back from the 
front Une until 3 o'clock a. m. Soon after sunrise Gen. Corse, command- 
Ing our Div., directed Col. Bowen to send a company back to the front 
to patrol the road and to establish a vidette post at Walker's fort — I 
was directed to report at once ail movements of the enemy I saw and 
when pressed by the enemy to slowly retire skirmishing. On reaching 
the fort about a mile from where the 52nd was, I took twelve men up 
Into the fort for vidette post, leaving balance of the company at the 
bottom of the h 111. Ck)uld see from the fort ail along the front — to 
the front and right ail our old breastworks had been vacated — 
the left and in the first breastwork in advance of the one I was in, 
conld see two companles of the 7th lowa commanded by Lient. H. l. 
Smith, skirmishing with the enemy. The enemy kept gathering in force 
until at last they made a rush at one side. I could see them getting 
ready — knew the symptoms and knew what was coming. When the 
enemy made their rush our men made to the rear and got into the same 
Une that I was in, but to the left a distance. Again I saw the enemy 
getting ready to make another rush at our men, and they gathered to 
the nimber of one hundred or more directly in my front expecting to 
flank our fellows — had kept my men quiet and rebs hadn't noticed 
us.. Directed my men to be ready and when the enemy Jumped over 
the breastwork to make their rush and not until then, to give them 
a volley and surprise them. Soon they jumped over with a yell when 
my men gave them 'a volley, as I expected, it was a surprise and they 
scrambled back. We now received attention and bullets came our way 
pretty thlck, and we could see they were preparing and gathering to 
make a rush upon us. Leaving Sergeants Smith and Buchanan to fire 
at them to keep up appearances, I took the rest of the men to the Co. 
and deployed the Co. as skirmishers in the timber at the rear of the 
fort, and then I went back to the fort to watch events. Three times 
I thought they were on the point of starting to investigate, and as 
many times I started to leave, but went back. At last saw they were 
coming sure. I left with the Sergeants — reached my men and gave 
them caution— then they took position In front where I could see the 
top of hijl and the fort. Presently saw the enemy coming over Into the 
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fort and yelling and swinging their hats. As f turned to go to my Une 
about flfty yards back, I saw two régiments (of the 4th A. C. so It 
proved) coming up the road silently, but on the double quick. A 
turn In the road prevented the rebels from seeing them 'till quite close 
Just as our boys were charging up the hlU at them, and suddenly the 
rebel yelling ended, and I could see them go tumblîng over the fort 
like sheep over a fence — it was indeed comlcal. The rebels ran back, 
the régiment marched off, and I re-established my vidette port, and 
the shooting was renewed. They seemed afraid to come over again, 
though had they known I had only about forty men against their two 
hundred about, we wouldn't hâve been permitted to stay long. Noti- 
fied Col. Bowen from time to time of events. With about a dozen 
men, I kept a bold front in the old fort and returned the evenings 
flre. The 4th A. C. was passing along a road about half a mile in 
rear of us going to the right. About 3 o'clock p. m. could hear the 
skirmishing going oc between the rear guard of 4th A. C. and the 
enemy that the enemy that was following along the road. Waited 
for orders to rejoin the régiment — for the firing was getting doser 
and doser, until at last the enemy held the road over which I had 
marched. I determined to stay no longer and I assembled the men 
and just started to retum to the régiment when an orderly reached 
me with orders from Col. Bowen to rejoin the régiment at once — to make 
no delay else we might be eut off. I kept the course on which 1 had 
started to make a circuit around the enemy*s skirmishers — could 
keep track of their whereabouts by the firing, and we marched on until 
at last we came out of the timber to open ground, across which was 
our skirmish line — came out of the timber at the same time that 
enemy 's skirmishers came out of the timber a short distance to my 
right. Col. Bowen was glad to see us appear — he seemed to feel re- 
lieved. We marched through thick timber without road or path — 
only the sound of firing to guide us. Rebels didn't know that a Com- 
pany of "yanks" was in the timber along side of them marching a 
little faster than they were going along the road. After exchanging 
a few shots with our skirmishers the enemy withdrew and everything 
became quiet in our front. The 20th A. C. is said fo be falling back 
to Vinings Station on the Chattahoochee River. Can hear some 
firing far to our right. Fréquent showers. It was expected that we 
would march during the day, but hight found us still in position — 
it's certain now that we will hâve a night march of it — we are ordered 
to be ready to move on a moment's notice. Had no men hurt today, 
but some of my boys had pretty dose calls^did some good dodging 
in the old fort. There were some two hundred rebs keeping up a fire 
upon u$ for about three hours. 
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August 27th, 1864. At 12:30 last night the 52nd was ordered to 
draw in Its skirmish and march to rejoin the brigade — the troopa 
by that time having ail got by and out of our way. The 2nd Division 
(ours) waa acting as rear guard of the army of the Tenn. The 15th, 
17th and 16th A. C. were ordered to move out to the right and rear at 
8 o'clock p. m. and the entire skirmish Une was to be retired under 
the direction of Cîol. Strong, Inspector of Army of ihe Tenn. Owing 
to the distance between ihe position of the 52nd on the extrême left 
and the rest of the command (Army of the Tenn.) to the right it 
was directed that the 52nd should withdraw in advance oi other parts 
of skirmish line to our right. The 15th A. C. retired on one road and 
the 17th A. C. followed by our 16th A. C. retired on another. Being 
behind the 17th A. C. our moving was delayed until midnight and until 
after the skirmish lines to our right had been withdrawn, and this left 
us necessarily very much exposed. We reached the rest of the bri- 
gade about 2:30 a. m., to find Col. Rice very uneasy, fearing that we 
had been eut off. The enemy kept following after us.firing shelIs,some 
of which went over us.and they kept up a constant fire on this skirmish 
line after we retired, which we could hear after we marched as long as 
the Sound could reach us in the distance. Soon after the 52nd joined 
the brigade the 9th Ills. Infty. and the 25th Ind. Infty. (both mounted) 
came, then we began our march. We were guided to keep on our pro- 
per road during this night march by fires kindled along the road at in- 
tervais. We^continued our march without a hait until 6 o'clock a. m. 
This morning when our brigade reached the rest of the command 
breakfasting. Aftér a rest of about 2 hours the march was resumed. The 
day grew to be hot — our road about noon was along a ridge and through 
pine barrens — little or no water — the troops were pushed along without 
any halting or resting, making a forced march to gain position ap- 
parently in the exécution of a grand flank movement on the enemy. 
when time waa everything. Men gave out rapidly from exhaustion. I 
saw mules drop dead in the road, right in the harness. given out and 
overcome by the beat, but there was no stopping— mules might die in 
the harness and men be left by the roadslde, still on and on we pushed. " 
Not many men that can march farther or that can endure more than I, 
but about 2 p. m. it did seem that it w*as more than I could stand. I 
had only flve men left of my company, and there were not to exceed 
flfty ail told of the régiment stlU with the colors. It was slmply 
terrifie. I looked ahead anu seeing some trees that would afford good 
shade, I determined to stop there anyway, if the command was not 
halted, but before we reached the place I had flxed upon, the order 
came to hait and rest. We made the position arrived at. The strag- 
glers came on gradually jolning us. After resting for a couple of 
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hours we moved on a short distance further and about 5 o'clock p. m. 
went into camp near Campbelltown, Ga. The entlre movement was 
successfully made without Interférence on the part of the enemy, if 
indeed they knew what we are up to. Distance marched twenty miles. 

August 28th, 1864. Remained in our camp until noon when our 
(16th) Corps marched following the 17th A. C. moving on the Campbell- 
town road towards the Montgomery and Atlanta R. R. During the 
afternoon the 17th A. C. took position on the railroad and fortifled. 
The 16th A. C. went into position about a mile in the rear of the 
17th A. C. The 4th Division on the right and ours (2nd) Div. on the 
left— Ist Brig. on the lett of Div. and the 52nd on the left of Brlg. and 
thereby on the extrême left of the 16th A. C. The 52nd camped in a 
fine grove — good water — such a nice camp. There is an abundance of 
green corn — men foraged it freely and feasted. It was quite an addition 
to our regular grub of bacon, hardtack, coftee, sugar three times a 
day on which we hâve been living now so long. Almost any tlme one 
could see men sitting by camp Ares with an ear of corn stuck on a 
stick roasting the corn and eating about as fast as the corn was roasted. 
As we advaQced this morning there was some rebel cavalry in front, 
but the enemy made but little résistance, falling back as fast as our 
men advanced. Our men are ail in high spirits. They feel that some- 
thing Is going to happen. Gen. Sherman is in charge of this excursion 
and a change in the management of the Montgomery road is likely 
to take place with a new time table for trains. Distance marched 
to-day, six miles. 

August 29th, 1864. The 16th A. C. marched early this morning, 
the 4th Division in advance. Our (Ist) Brigade, 2nd Division in the 
rear. The entire command moved with sixty rounds of ammunition. 
The men were well supplieu with axes and picks. Marched through 
the I7th A. C. thence to the right to Fairburn on the Montgomery R. 
R. Beginning at a point about two miles south of Fairburn the entire 
corps was engaged during the day tearing up the railroad track. 

"On the morning of the 29th it assisted in destroying the At- 
lanta & West Point Railroad, near Fairburn Station. On the morning 
of the 30th with the Second lowa Infty. we were ordered to support the 
cavalry" under the command of General Kilpatrick, in the flank move- 
ment in rear of Atlanta, taking the main road leading to Jonesboro, 
the command moved out. on the double quick in a burning sun, carry- 
ing besides arms, ammunition, rations, a number of intrenching 
tools. A fence of the enemy 's cavalry with one pièce of artillery at 
Stithville P. O., six miles northwest of Jonesboro, posted on a hill, 
acrosB the road, in an open field, with deiense of rails and logs, the 
cavalry fell back and thç two small remuants of the 7th and 2nd lowa. 
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under command of Major Hamhill of the 2nd. Kilpatrick's whole 
division of cavalry armed with' Spencer repeating carblnes gave us 
the road and we marched between them, jeering and giiying them 
for thelr timidfty in calllng upon us wlth inferior arms to do a llttîe 
job like that. The command moved out cautiously untu it arrived 
at the edge of a field, wnen It deployed in column and tne charge was 
ordered, the 2nd leading, supported in close touch. With a shout 
the command moved in gooa order, carrying the crest ana défenses in 
fine style. Major Hamhill and a number of men were wounded and the 
advance was continued under command of Captain Mahon of the 7th, 
which régiment then took the advance; they made one or two feeble 
stands, one near Liberty Hill, but hardly delayed our onward march 
to Flint river. Arrived at Flint river late on the same day. Took 
position on the right center of the Brigade, and on the morning of 
the 3l8t fortifled. Crossed the river at noon, and the cnemy making an 
attack about the same time, was ordered to support the 2nd Brigade. 
Formed în rear of the 81st Ohio Infantry, moving up at double-quick 
and in fine style. From this was moved to the right, forming in the 
front Une on the right of the 52nd Illinois Infantry, fllling a gap 
between that régiment and the river. One company — G — under com- 
mand of Lient. DeMuth, was thrown out to the front and right to 
support the skirmish Une, and the front rank men, those in the rear 
rank holding the arms, with rails from a tence near ai hand, had 
soon constructed a barricade, from which the régiment could easily 
hâve repulsed threctimes its own number. 

August 31st, 1864. Last night about 1 o'clock there was a sud- 
den outburst of musketry that started us up. This morning we leam 
that it was caused by the 92nd Illinois Infantry (mounted) in General 
Kilpatrick's command having run up against the enemy as the 92nd 
was advancing on foot in the darkness, and quite a flght occurred, but 
the 92nd held us own. At 10 o'clock a. m. the 52nd was ordered to 
change front by refusing the left and advancing the right; were then 
ordered to construct temporary rail works sufflcient to protect the men 
in the event that we should receive attack. Matters indicate a lively 
day— 12:30 p. m. The 52nd was ordered to march left in front with 
the rest of the brigade to follow. Crossing Flint river we proceeded 
a short distance on the Jonesboro road and turning to the right were 
placed in the rear of our 2nd brigade. The 52nd has the left front of 
the Ist brigade. The 2nd brigade is in the front line of battle behind 
breastwork and joins the of the 15th A. C. The Ist brigade is held 
in reserve to the 2nd brigade or any part of the line near that may need 
assistance. 3 p. m. The enemy are now shelling our line quite viçor- 
ously— muskets rattle and bullets are flying freely. Our posltipn is in 
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a grove on ground higher than the battle Une — a little grove about 
large enough to hold us, so that we catch bullets from the front — ifs 
clip, clip through the trees ail the tlme. When the flrlng was quite 
brisk in front of us, a negro wench came running towards us from a 
house near the front — she was badly scared — the men began calling 
to her "Dinah, whar you going?" etc., when she stopped running and 
began to talk back, but just then a snell from the enemy came crush- 
ing along and completely demorallzed her. The men yelled and càlled 
to her, but nothing couid then stop her fîlght to the rear. From the 
indications no doubt the enemy are preparing to charge our lines. Our 
position is a bad one — without any protection whatever.and with noth- 
ing to do we are waiting for what may happen. Private Griffin of Co."D" 
was just now wounded in the calf of the leg by a- musket bail — 3:30 
p. m. The noise of battle increases and Battery "H" to our front is 
pounding away. The 66th Indiana, which is on the right of the 52nd 
has just been ordered out to the front to go into position on the right 
of the 2nd brigade. The 2nd lowa quickly followed 6n double-quick. 
The 7th lowa followed tne 2nd; and thus the 52nd followed the 7th 
lowa, going on the double-quick. The order to move came in good 
time and was a great relief to us to move to the front, for twenty min- 
utes previous to the order the shells of the enemy had annoyed us 
very much, as they seemed to hâve our range. The 52nd went about 
twenty-five or thirty rods on the run to get to the front, going léft in 
front and swing into Une by the side of Battery "H" which at that 
time was pounding away with its six guns at a brigade of the enemy 
that had started to capture it. As our men went into Une on the run 
they sent up a cheer. The line of the 52nd faced a dçnse pine thicket, 
but as we afterwards learned it was but a short distance through it 
(about ten rods) and the end of the thicket came up towards the bat- 
tery (H). The enemy were on the other side of the thicket advanc- 
ing on battery "H," but as they heard our cheer they halted. Lient. Col. 
Bowen directed me to take my company and deploy them as skir- 
mishers to advance through the thicket, but he at once countermanded 
the order, and sent Capt. Compton with Co. "C" to the front as my 
company was the last one out on company duty. Soon the 2nd lowa 
took position to our right and Capt. Compton wïio was covering our 
right flank was recalled. As the enemy dîd not appear immediately 
every other man was ordered to step out of the ranks, to work building 
a rail breastwork— his comrade in the ranks to hold his gun for him 
in his place and in twenty minutes the breastwork was completed. 
The men used rails from a fence near by — things just fiew — how men 
can work under such excitement. While this is going on a man from 
Battery "H" came running along the line shouting for a blacksmith. 
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I spoke to one of my men who was a blacksmith to go with him, and 
80 the forge of the battery was in full blast just behind the battery 
making !ron bands to put around and hold together the trall of a 
gnn, which had been cracked or split by the recoil of the gun in its 
firlng. We expected the enemy upon us every minute— didn't expect 
them to give us any time in which to prépare for them. Again they 
began to advance and firlng, but the 2nd brigade sent up a cheer 
along the whole line that told them that we were in position and in force 
too much for them, and the enemy halted. Col. Bowen had by this 
tlme ordered Lleut. Doty with Co."K" to go to the front as skirmisher 
and about at this tlme Co. "K" had passed through the thlcket to the 
other side and opened flre on the enemy, who then began to retire, a 
few of the rebels (four or flve) didn't run, but surrendered. Just as the 
52nd came into line Private Geo.C.Chapman of Co.*'B" was wounded 
by musket bail in the shoulder, but not seriously. No part of the 
52nd, except Co. "K" was engaged, we were waiting for them to get 
them at close range when shooting would tell. Although bullets flew 
thickly and the 52nd was a good deal exposed while moving to the 
front, and while in position during the continuance of the battle, yet 
It had only two men wounded. From prisoners captured it appears 
that Cheatham's division of Hardee's corps made the attack on the 
16th A. C. and Bâtes* division of same corps assaulted the 15th A. C. 
The enemy made a vigorous assault on our Unes, but the attack on the 
15th A. C. seemed to be more determlned than in front of 16th A. C. 
The loss of the enemy according to statement of prisoners captured must 
hâve been flve to our one.* We had much the advantage by the pro- 
tection offered by our breastworks. When the enemy began to retire 
we began to use our entrenchlng tools to strengthen our works,thinking 
they might come back upon us. On this movement every four men by 
turns had to carry either an axe or spade or shovel, so we had our 
tpols at hand to use. It was hard worK to carry them in addition ' 
to the rest of the soldier's load, but handy to hâve when wanted. In- 
formation said to be reliaole has been rec<^ived that Gen. Sherman 
during the afternoon attacked the enemy at Rough and Ready between 
our position and Atlanta, and gained possession of the railroad at that 
point and had succeeded in cutting off a corps of Hood's army, which 
was attempting to reinforce Hardee hère at Jonesboro. It is ascertained 
that the loss of the army of the Tenn. in to-day's battle has been ex- 
tremely light — will not exceed two hundred killed and wounded. Men or- 
dered to sleep on their arms to-night and to be in line under arms at 
3 o'clock in the morning. Distance marched to-day, one and one-hali 
miles. 

September Ist, 1864. The order to be under arms at 3 o'clock 



Digitized by 



Google 




BADGE, 15TH ARM Y (^ORPS. 

The badge of the 15th Army Corps was suggested by a witty Irish- 
man's joke: 

At the beginning of the Atlanta campaigD ail the corps in Sher- 
nian*8 army had distinctive badges, which were required to be worn on 
the hats. It was customary when marching the command on a hot day 
to occasionally hait the troops to give them a chance to rest, when they 
would sit down, each side of the road, and those who had given eut or 
straggled would take that time to catch up with their respective coro- 
mands. As thèse stragglers were marching along in the middle of the 
road, between the resting troops, they were generally subjected to the 
jokes and jeers of the men who had halted. At such a time, an Irishman, 
a Htraggler, was wo' king his way to the front, when someone asked him 
to what corps he belonged. He replied, " The 15th, General Logan's/' 
He was then asked, '* What's your badge ? " His reply was, slapping his 
cartridge box which hung at his hip on his belt behind him, **This and 
forty rounds," - forty rounds being the number of cartridges held by the 
box. This reply pleased General Logan so much that a minature cart- 
ridge box with the inscription, '* Forty Rounds,'' was adopted as the 
corps badge, and enough little brass badffes were ordered made by Tiffany 
& Co., New York, to supply each man of the corps, and they were required 
to wenr them by gênerai orders. 

The badge was placed on a square diagonally; the square was color- 
ed to dénote the division the wearer belonged to: Red denoting first, 
White second, Blue third, and Yellow fourth division — the latter color 
being worn by the 7th lowa. 

The above eut is a fac similie both as to the shape and size worn. 
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countermanded as the enemy are supposed to be retreating. At day- 
llght the skirmishers of our brigade advanced without much résist- 
ance about one mile when tne enemy were found in position building 
Works. In obédience to orders Col. Bowen carried a détail of a Ser- 
geant and flfteen men to be made to bury the enemy's dead in front 
of the 52nd. The Sergeant and hls men buried three commissioned 
officers and fourteen men. About 9 o'clock a. m. Co. "I" on the sklr- 
mish Une sent in to Col. Bowen ten prisoners which they had captured. 
At 10 o'clock a. m. Co. K" was sent out to relleve Co. "I" as skir- 
mishers. Rather quiet during the afternoon. Artillery fire on our 
part continued more or less. Many think tne enemy is getting away 
as fast as possible, but it is probable there will be more fighting flrst. 
Noon — A congratulatory order from Gen. Howard upon che* splendld 
victory achieved by the army of the Tenn. yesterday has just been re- 
ceived and published to the men. During the afternoon the 15th 
A. C. was ordered to keep up a heavy démonstration in its front. No 
doubt it was for the purpose of aiding our other forces operating further 
to the left and in rear of Hardee. Late in the afternoon heavy mus- 
ketry could be heard far to our left — supposed to be the 14th A. C. 
Fighting codtinued until dark. Rumor has it that our forces succeeded 
in turning the rebel right and doubled it up badly, capturing one brigade 
of rebel infantry and fourteen pièces of artillery. Apparently ail ar- 
tillery of the army of the Tenn. was placed on the front Unes and every 
pièce was brought into action shellin]g Jonesboro. Just before dark 
the rain of shot and shell into the devoted town of Jonesboro was ^ 
just terrifie. Late in tne afternoon or evening the 17th A. C. moved 
into position on the right of the 16th A. C. Gen. Hardee must get 
his army out of its présent position to-night or to-morrow it will be 
crushed. This appears to be the situation and is understood by the 
soldiers. Men are in high spirits. 

September 2nd, 1864. The enemy commenced leaving our front 
last night soon after darK. Long before daylight this morning our 
skirmish line under command of Capt. D. C. Newton of the 52nd ad- 
vanced and found the enemy gone from their works. During the 
advance a man of Co. "K" captured a rebel officer (Lient.) and brought 
him in to Col. Bowen. Another Co. "K" man captured two rebel sol- 
diers and brought them in to Col. Bowen. Co. "K" secured flfteen 
stands of arms, but not being able to send them in readily, broke them 
up. Newton with his skirmishers was the flrst into and through the 
town, Soon after daylight columns of troops were in motion in pur- 
suit of the enemy. The 15th A. C. marched through the town on the 
main road ninnîng parallel into the R. R. in the direction of Lovejoy's 
Station. The 14th A. C. is said to be advancing on the left of the 15th 
A.C. The 16th A.C.is advancing to the right of the 15th A.C.and.-through- 
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flekls making Its own road as it goes. The 17th A. C. advanced où 
a road nmning along to the right of the 16th A. C. The morning is 
bright and clear and the men feel elated — and its a grand sight to see 
the masFes and lines of troops leading ont seeking the enemy. The 
enemy made but little résistance to our advance until near Lovejoy'a 
Station, we came in sight of the enemy in position and hard at work 
building breastworks. The country hère, is quite open giving one a 
chance to see more than has been usual. The 14th, 17 th and a part 
of the 15th A. C. a.dvanced cautiously upon the enemy's works late 
in the nftemoon, and more for the purpose of getting into position 
than to fress the enemy, though quite a brisk skirmish took place caus- 
ing the <^nemy to glve ground. Night coming on ail opérations ceased. 
Between the hours of 2 o'clock a. m. last night and daylight this morn- 
ing heavy sounds could be heard in the direction of Atlanta, resembllng 
heavy and continuous cannonading. We conjecture that it is caused 
by the enemy blowing up and destroying magazines and ordnance 
stores while evacuating Atlanta — stores that the enemy is unable to 
take away. Thus far Gen. Sherman's plans hâve been successfolly 
executed. Sherman divided his army and with this part of it has 
thoroughly defeated a large part of Hood's army under Hardee and 
what is left of Hardee's force is being pursued. Hère we are flrmly 
planted on Hood's communications — his only remaining railroad. The 
air is full of rumors to-day — among other things it is rumored that 
Gen. Slocum with the 20th A. C. took possession of Atlanta to-day. 
the enemy having previously evacuated the city. The army of the 
Tenu, lost but few killed and wounded comparatively in the engage- 
ments of August 31st and September Ist, while the loss of the enemy 
was exceedingly heavy. Distance marched to-day, six miles. 

September 3rd, 1864. This morning Gen. Sherman issued a 
circular order to his army stating that he had officiai information 
that Gen. Slocum took possession of Atlanta at 11 o'clock a. m. on 
yesterday— the enemy had evacuated the city destroying magazines and 
stores in large quantities. Sherman says our work has been well done 
— ^that ail destruction of rallroads will cease at once. The publication 
of this circular to the varions régiments called forth loud and pro- 
longed cheering. The soldiers of our own army can appreciate better 
than any others the fall of the stronghold of rebeldom. How jubi- 
lant are the men. Ail is quiet when suddenly without a word some 
one man sends up a cheer and it is taken up by others who Join in 
and the cheer goes spreading and speeding and swelling up to high 
Heaven along the Unes away off in the distance as far as the ear can 
hear. And this cheering is kept up ail day as the men feel too good * 
to keep quiet. And no wonder the boys are jubilant over the fall of 
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Atlanta, after having toiled and suffered and skirmished and fought 
as they hâve for the last four months to secure It as a prize. The 
enemy is still in our front in force apparently entrenching to stub- 
bomly resist our further advance. Hardee desires evidently to main- 
taln his présent position until Hood can join him with the rest of his 
army. It is said that Oen. Sherman stated to-day that he would con- 
front the enemy for a few days to let the boys hâve a chance to eat 
corn and sweet potatoes, and that he would move back to Atlanta and 
glve us a rest. About 2 o*clock p. m. our (2nd) division marched to 
the front and right going into position on the right of the 17th A. C. 
and on the extrême right of our army. The 4fh division 16th A. C. 
moved out to our rear and right to protect our flank. Ist brigade 
on the right of the 2nd division— the 52nd on the left of Ist brigade. 
The 52nd by way of protection, constnicted light rail and earthwork 
during the aftemoon to cover its .front. No enemy in our front. To 
our left and in front of 17th A. C. they appear to be in force and skir- 
mishing continues briskly. Showers during the day. Marched two 
miles. 

September 4th, 1864. Quiet in our front, weather cloudy and 
cool. Men in high spirits. Ail entrenching tools returned to brigade 
headquarters, but about 9 o*clock a. m. Gen. Corse, commanding our 
division, directed that we construct an abattis in front of our works, 
The 62nd obtained axes and the work began immediately and soon 
completed — it is done by way of précaution. Green corn and sweet 
potatoes in abundance. The sanitary condition of our men bas improv- 
ed so much since leaving the entrenchments around Atlanta and the 
morale of our army never was better than it is now. Our victory is 
complète and the men seem to fully comprehend it We bave received 
no mail since we started from Atlanta on this excursion. 

September 5th, 1864. This moming as the commanding offlcer of 
my Company, and having been in command of it during the cam- 
paign, I was notified by gênerai orders to prépare and forward to army 
headquarters a written report of the opérations of my company from 
May 3rd last to the présent time. AU commanding officers of régi- 
ment, companies and batteries are requested to make such report. 
I began at once and finished my report about 2:00 o*clock 
p. m., having written several pages of foolscap, and I de- 
livered same to Lient. Col. Bowen to forward through the regular 
channels. In the aftemoon ail our teams moved off to the rear to get 
out of our way, apparently. This means that we will move soon, 
probably to-night. It is reported that orders hâve been issued for the 
Army of the Tennessee to garrison East Point. The Army of the 
Ohio to garrison Decatur, and the Army of the Cum- 
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berland to garrison Atlanta and guard the railroad from Atlanta to 
Chattanooga. A few weeks* rest wlU ind^ed be welcome. About 5 
o'clock p. m. we had a heavy shower — rain fell in torrents. Ail the 
men get wet — wind strong, upsetting nearly ail the "shebangs." 

At 8 o'clock p. m. we marched out of our works followlng the 2nd 
lowa — marched two miles towards Jonesboro and halted to rest. Rainy, 
dark and roads muddy. March continued towards Jonesboro for some 
distance, then we marched to the right about a half a mile and occu- 
pied some old works until daylight to cover the backward movement 
of the 17th A C. It was hard marching in the darkness and rain 
through the mud,but the men took it ail good natiiredly and didn't com- 
plain. Distance marched, five miles. 

September 6th, 1864. Marched at daylight from the works oc- 
cupied by us durlug the latter part of the night — passed through 
Jonesboro to the works built by the 52nd in front of Jones- 
boro on the Shoal Creek the 31st of August. Hère the régiment 
remained during the day. Took matters easy to-day lying in the 
shade and resting. Everybody feeling good. Distance marched to- 
day, four miles. 

September 7th, 1864. At 6 o'clock a. m. Che command took up 
the Une of march for East Point. We retired for a short distance on 
the road on which our corps advanced upon Jonesboro, and then the 
march was continued to the vicinity of Morrows Mills where we went 
into camp about one o'clock p. m. Marched most of the way over 
good roads. Weather cloudy and cool. Distance marched, elght miles. 

September 8th, 1864. Marched early in the moming for East 
Point. Soon came to the Montgomery and Atlanta Railroad. Crossed 
the railroad and foUowed the rebels' works around to the west of East 
Point. Our- (2nd) division went into camp about one mile northwest of 
town. The 4th division occupied a position to our left fronting south. 
The 15th A. C. holds the center— the 16th A. C. the right and the 17th 
A. C. the left of the Une of the army of the Tennessee. We are glad 
to get into a quiet and permanent camp once more. We anticipate at 
least to hâve thirty days rest from the fatigue of our long and ar- 
duous campaign, and for a time at least not to smell burning powder 
and to be rid of hearing whizzing of buUets. As soon as we were as- 
signed our position the men began building "shebangs" to protect 
themselves from the weather. Our wagons came to us and we again 
had our blankets and "good cldthes." I built a bunk for myself with 
pôles supported on short crotches, put up pôles and rubber blankets 
overhead to protect me from the sun and from rains. Long before 
night I was quite weU fixed. When we first stacked arms and broke 
ranks, I wanted to take a smoke, but I hadn't a match left with which 
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to light my pipe. We were ail out of matches and I watched the Unes 
waiting for a flre to be klndled somewhere, and I waited and watcheé 
a long time, and no one seemed to be able to light a camp fire. At 
last a flre was klndled .in the 7th lowa— I saw the smoke golng up, 
but I was not the only one that saw it, for as I started for it that I 
might light my pipe, I saw men coming from ail directions. The two 
men that built tne flre to cook their dinner were not able for half an 
hour to make any use of it» because of the number that crowded 
around to get "a little fire." It was spread, however, and one could 
see smoke going up ail along the line and ail was well. Distance 
marched, four miles. 

September 9th, 18b4. I expected to hâve a good and peaceable 
sieep last night, but I didn't. I had a good bunk fixed up and had ail 
my blankets from the baggage wagon and a décent sort of a bed for a 
soldier, and I undressed and went to bed soon after *'taps." Last night 
was the first time that I hâve laid down at night to sleep without be- 
ing fully dressed and ready for anythlng since the 27th of June — 
for more than two months I hâve not slept (neither hâve the men) a 
single night with my clothes oft, and so last night as soon as I was 
asleep I was the victim of dream^ and troubled thoughts — in my sleep 
I seemed to be aware that I was in bed undressed and that it was not 
proper so to be, I felt— and the thoughts would trouble me until they 
woke me up. I would remember where we were and that it was ail 
right and getting composed in mind would go to sleep again, only to 
hâve the same dreams to wake me up again. I went through the whole 
night Just in that way, and this morning I feel anything but re- 
freshed. Hâve had many a better nights sleep when cannon boomed 
and muskets cracked through the night. luast night as soon as I was 
asleep I got nervous, apparently. 

Yesterday may be said to end the Atlanta campaign since April 
2dth. The 52nd Illinois has been constantly in the "field" and has 
shared its full complément of the hardships and dangers attending 
so long and so hazardous a campaign. 

Success may be said to hâve attended Gen. Sherman in the 
exécution of ail of his plans against the enemy from Dalton to Jones- 
boro. He not only captured Atlanta, but he demonstrated the fact that 
Northern men can campaign during the summer months, and endure 
the beat as well, if not better, than the men of the south. To-day 
Gen. Sherman Issued an order publishing to the troops the congratu- 
lations of the Président of the United States and of Gen. Grant. The 
dispatches read were as follows: 

Washington, D. C, September 3rd, 1864. The Nation's thanks 
are rendered by the Président to Major General W. T. Sherman and 
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the gallant officers and soldiers of his command before Atlanta, for 
the distinguished ability and perserverance displayed In the cam- 
paign in Georgia, whicb, under Divine favor, has resalted in the cap- 
ture of Atlanta. The marches, battles, sièges, and other mllitary 
opérations, that hâve signalized the campaign, must render it famoas 
in the annals of war, and hâve entitled those who hâve particîpated 
therein to the applause and thanks of the nation. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 

Président of the United States. 

City Point, Virginia, September 4th, 1864. 
Major General Sherman: 

I hâve Just received your dispatch announcing the capture of 
Atlanta. In honor of your great victory I bave ordered a sainte to be 
fired with shotted guns from every battery bearing upon the enemy. 
The sainte will be fired within an hour, amia great rejoicing. 

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 

The reading of thèse dispatches to the men at dress parade 
called forth the most hearty cheers from the men of the various régi- 
ments, who of ail others should hâve the nation's gratitude for this 
endurance and prolonged and faithful efforts resulting in the great 
victory. 

September lOth. Remained quietly in camp; men took advantage 
of the opportunity to clean up their clpthes and wash themselves up and 
build shebangs to make themselves as comfortable as possible with 
material to be had. llth. Laid in camp ail day and rested; in the 
evening had dress parade, first for a long time. 12th. Remained in 
camp ail day taking it easy; light détails for camp guard; had Com- 
pany inspection in the afternoon. 13th. Ail quiet in camp; heavy 
mail from the north, first we hâve had for nearly a month. 14th. 
Still restlng in camp. Had gênerai inspection in the afternoon. Men 
getting rested, cleaned up and look more like soldiers; dress parade 
in the evening. 15th. AU quiet on the Chattahoochee, doing regular 
camp duty, dress parade each evening. IGth. Remained in statu quo, 
doing regular routine duty, resting and making ourselves as com- 
fortable as possible under the circumstances. 17th. In camp restins, 
washing and preparing for regular Sunday inspection. Sunday, the 
18th. Inspection, heavy rain afterwards. Promised pay lonig past due. 
19th. In camp, supplies coming forward from Chattanooga, small 
amount of clothing distributed, more promised soon whlch is very 
much needed. 20th. Broke camp and marched to Atlanta. 2l8t. 
Camped in the city of Atlanta; régiment detalled to put up tents and 
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police ground for field hospital for the Army of the Tennessee. At 
the fleld hospital one of the men died in the nlght. The Chaplain took 
the nurse to task for not calling him to administer spiritual consola- 
tion before he died. The nurse's excuse was, that he tfiought he 
ce 7ld do it himself and not disturb the Chaplain's rest. The Chaplain 
osked him what he sald to console him. *'Oîi," he said, "I told him 
the Lord in His wisdom had planned but for two places to go to. Heaven 
end Ilell; and as he had not lived such a Ufe as would entitle him to 
go to the former, he wolild hâve to go to hell; and he ought to be 
thankful that the Lord had prepared a place for him at ail." Contin- 
ued on détail working at field hospital until Monday the 26th, when 
we broke camp at noon and embarked on cars and went to Ackworth 
and following day took train again for Rome, arrivlng on the 27th, 
went into camp near the city. 28th. Laid around ail day awaiting the 
arrivai of our camp and garrison équipage. Hained, no tents for pro- 
tection agalnst the weather. 29th. Ramed ail day. 30th. Remained 
in camp ail quiet; a lot of men in the guard house for going to town 
without leave. October Ist, 1864. Moved camp to hill overlooking 
city; policed ground ready for tents. 2nd. Drew few tents and flxed 
up quarters; weather continues wet and disagreeable. 3rd. AU quiet 
fixing up tents and quarters and doing routine duty and guard. 4th. 
Ordered into Une of march, went to dépôt, stacked arms waiting for 
train. Wednesday, 5th. Second brigade loaded on cars hurriedly 
and started for AUatoona, followed by our brigade under command of 
Colonel Martin of the 66th Indigna, General Rice being sick. Bridge 
demaged by train ahead with 2nd Brigade and we had to debark 
ncar Kingston and march the biilànce of the way, so dld not arrive to 
take active part in the battic of AUatoona, our threatened approach 
in the rear of the attacking force, together with reinforcements coming 
from the south probably caused Hood to hurriedly abandon the fleld, 
giving us a bloody victory. We did not arrive on the battlefield until 
after dark, where we bivouaced in a pittiless rain ail night without 
sheltcr among the dead, killed in the battle. Jérôme Hunt of oup 
rc^ment, according to officiai report, was killed: otherwise the régi- 
ment met with no casualitles. We were accorded the right to inscrlbe 
on our flag "AUatoona" as we were there as ordered, but not in time 
to participate, on account of the accident on the railroad. There bas 
becn a good deal of foolishness and gush written about that battle 
In référence to messages wig-wagged and signaled by General Corse 
and General Sherman that never occured. I got the name of be- 
ing an iconaclast because I took the trouble to look the matter up, ver- 
ify the truth, and publish the same some years ago. In the interest of 
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history and fact, I insert an article by myself, published In the Des 
Moines Capital December 19th, 1895: 

"HOLD THE FORT." 

FURTHER DISCUSSION AS TO WHO WAVED THE SIGNAL AT 

KENESAW. 

Editer Daily Capital: As the question of who and how the his- 
torié dispatches were sent from Kenesaw to AUatoona is up for discus- 
sion in the Capital, and Captain Adams the signal offlcer at one end 
of the Une has been heard from, I wish to submit Captain Cole's letter, 
the signal offlcer in charge at the other end of the Une, both of whom 
were there and ought to know what they are subscrfbing to, and I 
think they do. 

It is almost too bad to smash the idols and spoil a good story, 
but as a mat ter of fact no such message as "Hold the Fort, I am Com- 
ing," was ever sent by Sherman to General Corse at that or any other 
time, but it was a poetical effusion which originated in 'the fertile 
brain of a gospel hymn singer. 

In the officiai records of the war of the Rébellion, public docu- 
ments published and tabulated under the direction of the secretary of 
war, and furnished free to ail the libraries in the United States, are 
printed ail the officiai reports, orders, communications and dispatches, 
whether sent by telegraph, signal, courier or otherwise, of ail the 
campaigns and battles of the war (both union and confederate). In 
séries 1, volume 39, part 3, pages 88, 96, 97 and 113 are copies of ail dis- 
patches sent to and from Kenesaw Mountain and AUatoona during or 
about that battle, which are as follows: 

AUatoona, Ga., Oct. 5, 1864. 
FIRST. 

Signal Officer Kenesaw— General Corse is hère. Where is Gen- 
eral Sherman? 

(Signed:) ADAMS, Signal Officer. 

SECOND. 

General Sherman — Corse is hère. 

(Signed:) TOURTELLETTE, Lient. Col. Commanding. 

THIRD. 

8 a. m. — We hold out. General Corse hère. 

(Signed:) ADAMS, Signal Offlcer. 
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8ERGEANT McKENZIE WIG-WAGGING THE SIGNALS, 
at Battle of Allatoona. 
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FOURTH. 

4 p. m.— We sllll hold out. General Corse is wounded. 

(Slgned:) ADAMS, Signai Offlcer. 

FIFTH. 

We are ail right, so far. General Corse Is wounded. Where is 

General Sherman? 

(Slgned:) ADAMS, Signal Offlcer. 

SIXTH. 

Kenesaw Mountain, Oct. 5, 1864. 

Commanding Offlcer Allatoona— Near You. 

(No Signature.) 

SEVENTH. 

Kenesaw Mountain, Oct. 5. 1864. 
Tell Allatoona hold on. General Sherman says he is working 
hard for you. 

(No Signature.) 

EIGHTH. 

Kenesaw Mountain, Oct. 6, 1864. 
Allatoona: How is Corse? What news? 

DAYTON, Aid-de-camp. 

NINTH. 
Rec'd 3:15 p. m. 

Allatoona, Ga., Oct. 6, 1864, 2 p. m. 

Captain L. M. Dayton, Ald-de-camp: I am short a cheek bone 
and one ear, but am able to whip ail hell yet. My losses are heavy. 
A force moving from Stilesboro on Kingston gives me some anxiety. 
Tell me where Sherman is. 

JOHN M. CORSE, Brigadier General. 

In part 1 of same volume on page 397 is Lieutenant Adams' re- 
port of the part taken by his detachment of the signal corps during 
the battle, to Lieutenant Sherry, signal corps, United States army, 
commanding detachment 15th A.C., from whtch I extract the foUowlng: 

Allatoona, Qa., Oct. 5, 1864.—* ♦ ♦ At 9 a. m. the enemy had us 
surrounded on every approachable slde, and the engagement became 
gênerai. As aoon as I could see Kenesaw I called and sent them a mes- 
sage, statlng the arrivai of our rein forcements, etc. This was abôut 10 
a. m. and after I had moved over to the fort with my flag. This message 
was flagged under a sharp fire, and I wish to make spécial mention of 
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the coolness and bravery of J. W. McKenzie, acting sergeant, and 
Frank A. West of the signal corps. West was on his way to join hls 
party at the front, and happened to be detained hère on acconnt of 
the railroad being eut. I was not aware of his présence until I saw 
him voluntarily get up on top of the works and relieve McKenzle at 
the flag. The message was flagged with remarkable coolness and ac- 
curacy by thjBse two men. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

I sent a message to General Sherman that we were ail right, 
and General Ck)rse was wounded. ♦ ♦ ♦ R. O. McGinty and A. F. FuUer 
flagged this message from the top of the fort. I hâve not a word of 
censure for any man of the detachment. When I moved to the fort 
I took three men with me to flag; the balance (nine men) I instructed 
to see to their revolvers and get into the rifle pits; also if they saw 
a man wounded not to let his musket lay idle. After the flght was qver 
I came back to my old place. I found that each of the men had mus- 
kets, and had fired each from thirty to ninety rounds of cartridges. ♦•• 

(Signed) J. Q. ADAMS. 

Second Lieutenant Signal Corps, U. S. Army Ck)mmanding Detachment. 

Above is a portion of the officiai record made on the spot, and 
just after the battle by offlcers in comroand. which is indisputable and 
cannot be controverted, which shows Judge McKenzie to hâve been 
a brave and intelligent younç soldier, who did his whole duty, but the 
trouble is Judge McKenzië's over-zealous friends are claiming too 
much for him, and in the John H: King letter resurrected by J. F. 
Lewis the balance of the detachment are done an injustice and made 
out to be a squad of shirks and cowards and a discrédit to the service. 
The article has more the appearance of making King the cham- 
pion than McKenzie the hero, and is a ridiculous and absurd article 
written by one who never was in the service or knew anything about it 
is shown on the face of it. 

At the services of the dedication of the Chickamauga battlefield 
at Chattanooga last September one Sergeant Frankenberg wlis brought 
upon the platform, and introduced as being the party who sent thèse 
important and celebrated messages from Kenesaw Mountain to Alla- 
toona, and he exhibited the identical flag he used at the time; when 
up Jumps the Hampton Recorder, published at the home of the late 
Judge McKenzie, and claims Sergeant Frankenberg a fraud, and that 
Judge McKenzie was the one who did it.when as a matter of fact he only 
claimed to be the other end of the Une at AUatoona, twenty miles 
away at the time, and Hood's rebel army between him and Kenesaw. 

I belonged to General Ck)rse's division, was at AUatoona and 
talked with Judge McKenzie the next day after Ihe battle, was peraon- 
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ally acquainted with him up to the Urne of bis death, and he never 
made such statements or claims to me and I l)elleve him to hâve been 
too brave, honorable and modest a soldier and conscientious a citizen 
to hâve made them to anyone else. I was at Allatoona Gap last Sep- 
tember in company with a squad of the Seventh Illinois and Thirty- 
ninth lowa who participated in the blooay battle. We went over tlie 
ground and discussed the fight and Judge McKenzie's bravery, point- 
ing ont the identical spot on the ram parts where he and W^st etood. 
There was nothing said or known about the lack of courage or re- 
fusai of the others to do thelr duty. 

H. I. SMITH. 

Captain Ck)le and Lient. Adams, signal officers in charge when 
ail the messages were sent, the former at Kenesaw Mountain, and the 
latter at Allatoona, both substantlate the truth of the foregoing. 

If there is any doubt that the Gospe'l hymn was not inspired by 
the incident and messages sent at the battle of Allatoona, attention is 
called to the book of Gospel hymn 's and to the hymn "Hold the Fort, 
I am Coming" itself, at the head of which is the quotation from 2nd 
chapter of Corinthians, 25th verse, reading, "That which ye bave al- 
ready hold fast till I come," suggesting the fact that the hymn was 
inspired by the sentiment in that passage. There is certainly nothing 
in General Corse's sulphuric reply, when he sent the answer to General 
French when a demand for his siirrender was recel ved, that he would 
"whip hell out of him yet," that would make good material for Gospel 
hymns or Sunday school literature. 

On the 6th camped on battlefield and assisted in burying the 
dead. 7th Illinois and 39th lowa's loss was most severe. Lient. Blod- 
gett of the 39th, who had commanded our battery so creditably ail 
through the campaign and had been promoted to Major a few days 
before and returned to his régiment, was killed, together with Lieut. 
Ck)l. Redâ^ld of that régiment, and the 7th IIls. boys literally laid in 
rows where they were killed in the rifle pits which curtained the 
redan Into which our men were driven by the impact of the deter- 
mined and desperate charge of the enemy. On the 7th we were hur- 
riedly started on our return to Rome, as the whole rebel army seemed 
to be headed in that direction, arriving at Cartersville that evening. 
On the 8th marched from Cartersville to Kingston, arriving at Home on 
the 9th, where we resumed our old camp. llth. Could see the enemy 
by the columns of dust passing in force to the west, with straggling 
oavalry skirting the hills in sight, our force was too small to in- 
tercept them; the balance of our corps together with other troops 
were in their rear hurriedly prodding tuem along. llth. Remained 
in camp in statu quo. Same on the 12th. Lieut. H. I. Smith detailed 



Digitized by 



Google 



194 HISTOBY OP THE 8KVKNTH lOWA 

as acting Adujutant of the régiment on account of the sickness of 
Adjutant Cameron. 13th. Régiment ordered out in the direction of 
the enemy. reconnoitering; went as far as Cave Springs without en- 
counterlng the enemy, excepting a few straggling cavalry, who quickly 
retreated on our appearance. Retumed to camp at night. 14th. Re- 
mained in camp ail day, other régiments of the brigade took their 
tum reconnoitering with about the same results. 15th. Marched out 
in a northwest direction scouting, retuming to camp at nighc. 16th 
remained in camp ail day; had reglmental inspection. 17th. Had 
Company drill and dress parade. Received orders to march with one 
day's rations. 18th. Moved out at 5 o'cIock fn the direction of Cedar 
Bluffs, returning in the evening. 19th. Reported the enemy is ad- 
vancing upon us. 20th. Ali quiet in camp. 21st. Same. 22nd and 
23rd remained in camp in statu quo. 24th. Moved out early in the 
morning; camped at Cedar Gap. 25th. Marched back to Rome. 26th. 
Remained in camp doing routine duty untll Nov. 5th, when we were 
paid off. No change until the 8th, when we had élection; the régi- 
ment casting 344 votes, Lincoln receiving 3'42 votes and McClellan 
getting two. Remained in camp 9th and lOlh. 



MARCH FROM ATLANTA TO THE SEA. 

Sherman's plans for hls future campaien were entirely original 
and his own, being altogether différent from the science of war as 
laid down in the text books taught in the schools and were regarded 
with misgivings by General Grant and others in authority and only 
reluctantly consented to after repeated urging by Sherman. It was 
regarded as an experiment and a novel procédure to eut loose, abandon 
•a base, burn bridges behind you and proceed through the enemy's coun- 
try without a defînite objective point. But, as Sherman said, **I 
can make the march and make Georgia howl." And again: "Hood 
may turn into Tennessee and Kentucky, but I believe he will be forced 
to follow me. Instead of being on the défensive I would be on the 
offensive. Instead of guessing at what he means, he would hâve to 
guess at my plans. The différence in war Is fuUy twenty-five per cent. 
I can make Savanoah, Charleston, or the mouth of the Chattahoochee. 
I prefer to mareh through Georgia, smashing things to the sea." He 
now proposed to General Grant to modify his plans, so as to give the 
ehoice of either of the thvee alternatives Just named. 

"1 must hâve alternatives," he said; "else being confined to on© 
route the enemy might so oppose that delay and wmnt would troitbte 
me; but having alternatives, I can take so eccentrlc a courte that no 
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gênerai can giiess at my objective. Therefore, when you hear I am 
off, hâve lookouts at Morris Island, S. C; Ossaba Sound, Ga.; Pensacola 
and Mobile bays. • I will turn up somewhere, and believe me I can 
take Maçon, Milledgeville, Aiigusta and Savannah, and wind up with 
closing the neck back of Charleston, se that they will starve eut. 
This movement is not piirely military or stratégie, but it wlU illus- 
trate the yulnerability of the South." 

General Grant p rompt ly authorized the proposed movement, 
indicating, however, his préférence for Savannah as the objective, 
and fixing Dalton as the northern limit for the destruction of the 
i*ailway. Préparations were Instantly undertaken and pressed forward 
for the consiimmation of thèse plans. 

On the 26th of October. Sherman detached the Fourth Corps 
under Maj. General Stanley, and ordered him to proceed to Chat- 
anooga and report to General Thomas at Nashville. On the 30th of 
October, he also detached the Twenty-third corps, Major General 
Schofield, with the same destination, and delegated to Maj. Gen. Thomas 
full power over the troops, except the four corps with which he himself de- 
signed to move into Georgia; together with a division of cavalry under 
General Kilpatrick. 

The ranks of the vétéran régiments were very much depleted 
about this time by the mustering out of those who did not re-enlist, and 
the army reduced in strength by the mustering out of régiments whose 
term of service had expired. 

The army organized for the march to the sea, were practically 
men who volunreered for the hazardous campaign; having full faith 
in their commander, that he would lead them to victory and success; 
any one offering the least excuse, feigning sickness or fear, were 
allowed to go back for garrison or post duty; they were men made of 
heroic stuff. robust and stalwart, willing to undergo with fearless 
abandon, hardship or danger and follow their leader. They were to 
go in light marchlng order, stripped to the buff, as it were, and were 
a host unto them sel ves: 

Men of iron, of lusty brain and brawn, 
And never did they worry 'gainst the comlng of the dawn. 
But buckled on their harness as befltted those of mlght 
That cared but for the out-tide and a fleld of bitter fight. 

They were the survival of the flttest, that long and arduous 
marches, military training and privations had made them seasoned 
warriors; animated by indomitable debonnair spirit, glad and free, 
with every faculty alive, with intelligence, clear heads, willing to do 
and dare. Not reckless vagabonds -without falth, courage or loyal ty; 
not swashbuckling^ freebooting adventurers, organized for plunder 
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and cruelty; but intelligent, gentlemanly soldiers, most of them fit to 
adorn any society. 

The following order issued by General Sherman just before em- 
barking on the campaign will best give his idea of the expédition: 

General Thomas was now at Nash ville, and Scofield enroute near 
Pulaskl, Tennessee, ready to deal with Hood on hrs north western march. 
In Sherman's army there were few non-combatants and sick men. 
There was a goodly supply of ammunition, but provisions were scanty. 
It was the intention of the army to live off the enemy's country as 
they marched through it. Sherman's orders for the campaign were 
aa follows: 

"I, For the purpose of military opérations, this army is divid- 
ed into two wings, viz., the right wing. Major General O. O. Howard 
commanding, composed of the Fifteenth and Seventeenth corps; the 
left wing. Major General H. W. Slocum commanding, composed of ^the 
Fourteenth and Twentieth Corps. 

"II. The habituai order to march will be, whenever practicable, 
by four roads, as nearly parallel as possible, and converging at points 
hereafter to be indicated in orders. The cavalry, Brigadier-General 
Kilpatrick commanding, will receive spécial orders from the com- 
mander.-in-chief. 

"III. There will be no gênerai trains of supplies, but each corps 
will hâve Its ammunition and provision trains distributed habitually 
as follows: Behii\d each régiment should foUow one wagon and one 
ambulance; behlnd each brigade should follow a due proportion of 
ammunition wagons, provision wagons and ambulances. In case of 
danger, each army corps commander should follow a due proportion of 
march by having his advance and rear brigade unencumbered by wheels. 
The separate columns will start habitually at 7 a. m., and make about 
15 miles per day, unless otherwise flxed in orders. 

"IV. The army will forage liberally on the country during the 
march. To this end. each brigade commander will organlze a good and 
sufflcient foraging party, under the command of one or more discreet 
officers, who will gather near the route travelled corn or forage of any 
kind, méat of any kind. vegetables, corn-meal, or whatever is needed 
by the command, aiming at ail times to keep in the wagon trains at 
least ten days' provisions for the command. and three days* forage. 
Soldiers must not enter the dwellings of the inhabitants, or commit 
any tresspa.'^s; but during the hait, or at camp, they may be per- 
mitted to gather tiirnips, pot a t ces. and other vegetables, and drive 
in stock which is in sight of thoir camp. To re«:ular foraging parties 
must be intrusted the gatliering of provisions and forage at any dis- 
tance from the road travelled. 

"V. To army commanders alone is intrusted the pgwer tO de- 
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stroy mills, houses, cotton-gins, etc., and for them this gênerai prin- 
ciple is laid down. In districts and neighborhoods where the army is 
unmolested, no destruction of such property shoùld be permitted; bût 
should guerrillas or bushwhackers molest our march, or should tlfe in- 
habitants burn bridges, obstruct roads, or otherwise manifest- local hos^ 
tility, then army corps commandera should order and enforce a dé- 
vastation more or less relent! ess, according to the measure of suoh 
hostility. 

'*VI. As for horses, mules, wagons, etc., belonging to the In- 
habltants, the cavalry and artillery may appropriate freely and without 
Umit, discriminating, however, between the rlch, who are usually hos- 
tile, and the poor and Industrious, who are usually neutral or frlendly. 
Foraging parties may also take mules or horses to replace the Jaded 
animais of thelr trains, or to serve as pack mules for the régiments or 
brigades. In ail fovaging, of whatever kind, the parties engaged will 
refrain from abusive or threatening language, and may, when the 
offlcer in command thinks proper, give written certiflcates of the facts, 
but no receipts, and they will endeavor to leave with each family a 
reasonable portion for thelr maintenance. 

'*vn. Negroes who are able-bodied, and can be of service to 
the several columns, may be taken along, but each army commander 
will bear in mind that the question of supplies is a very important 
one, and that his first duty is to see to those who bear arms. 

"VIII. The organization at once of a good pioneer battAllon 
for each corps, composed, if possible, of negroes, should be attended 
to. This battalion should follow the advance guard, should repair roads, 
and double them if possible, so that the columns may not be delayed 
on reaching bad places. Also, army commanders should study the 
habit of giving the artillery and wagons the road, and marching the 
troops on one side, and also instruct thelr troops to assist wogons at 
steep hills or bad crossings of streams. 

"IX. Captain O. M. Poe, chief engineer, will asslgn to each 
wing of the army a pontoon train, fully equipped and organized, and 
the commanders thereof will see to its being prqperly protected at 
ail times." 

On November 12th. at Cartersville, Sherman sat on the ^ge of a 
porch to rest. The telegraph wire had been tom down, but the opera- 
tor connected the end of it with a small pocket instrument which h.e 
held in his hand as he stood at Sherman's side. A dispatch was re- 
ceived from Thomas at Nashville. Sherman answered It, "AU right." 
The wire was detached from the instrument, and then a buming 
bridge fell in ruins, dragging down more of the Une, and Sherman was 
absolutely isolated from the North. 

As they marcbed away from Atlanta, Slocum's men passed the 
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very spot where McPherson fell, and ait the moment, doubtless with 
a grim satisfaction, looked back at the pall of smoke that hung above 
Atlanta, as above a fitting funeral pyre for their dead comrade and 
leader. Then some one In the ranks, or one of the bands, stnick up 
"John Brown*s Body," and a minute later the Army of Georgia was 
singing that famous battle hymn, and marching forward wlth quick- 
ened pace to its inspiring strains. 

Nov. 4th, General Sherman ordered General Corse as follows: 
"♦ ♦ ♦ On recel ving notice to evacuate Rome by telegraph, of which 
he wiU give you as much notice as possible, that you destroy In the 
most effective manner, by lire or otherwise, ail bridges, founderles, 
shops of ail kinds and description, barracks, warehouses and build- 
ings especially adapted to armed use, lumber or timber, as also cars 
off the track, or material that cannot be removed, and to move your 
command by Kingston and Allatoona to Mariette and report to Gen- 
eral Howard, commanding Army of Tennessee. 

We stayed in Rome doing camp and routine duty untll Novem- 
ber the 5th, when we were pald ofC. On the 8th we had regimental 
élection. 

November llth we broke camp and started on the mémorable 
march "From Atlanta to the Sea." Being at Rome our division had 
flfty miles more to march than the balance of the army. General 
Sherman fearing the wagons might be incumbered with extra baggage, 
ordered that ail tents, camp and garrison équipage that had not been 
sent to the rear at that time be burned. The wagons were only 
loaded with ammunition, hospital supplies and small amount of rations 
in case of need'for the sick. The army was ordered to forage and 
subsist upon the country. Even General Sherman himself did not take 
a tent; his headquarters simply had a tent fly for his Adjutant Gén- 
érales office. Ail the protection the men had for the winter march was 
what they carried on their backs. The writer was officer of the picket 
guard the night before we started %and when I retumed to camp in the 
morning the régiment was in Une reàdy to march, everything in the 
shape of tents, camp and garrison équipage had been burned, and in 
the shakeup my woo}en blanket was missing; so I visited some of 
the vacant Mouses to see if I could not flnd a bed qullt for a sabstitute, 
but was ufisucceessful, but found a feather bed, which I split open and 
emptied out the feathers, twisted it up and carried It on my shoulder 
for a blanket ail through the march to the sea; the down came off, 
stuck to my clothes, making me look more llke a young robin than 
an army officer; but I loved my country ail the same. We marched 
through and three miles beyond Kingston the first day. On the 12th 
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we marched to AUatoona and blvouaced. The 13th we marched to 
Marietta and camped at the foot of Kenesaw Mountain. On the 14th 
marched to Chattahooohoe river and camped. On the 15th marched 
to Atlanta, drew our last rations and clothing, marched ont three miles 
beyond, where we joined the main army. 16th marched and camped 
near Lovejoy Station. 17th marched flfteen miles, camping near Grlf- 
fin. X8th laid in camp ail day, foragers detailed and sent ont in the 
country for i^orage and rations; they brought in a lot of potatoes and 
méat which we cooked and eat, moving ôut of camp at dark and march- 
ed until midnîght and camped; two men were takên prisoners that day. 
19th. Marched at daylight, crossed the Ocmulgee river after dark 
and camped. Sunday, 20th. Marched to Montlcello, camped half mile 
from town. 2l8t. Marched to Hillsboro, rained throughout the day. 
22nd. Marched . along the Maçon railroad, roads very bad, trains and 
artillery mired in the mud and men aetailed to help extricate them. 
23rd. Worked getting teams and artillery out of the mire until noon 
then moved out and marched until midnignt. 24th. Marched to Gor- 
don where we went into camp at noon. General Sherman took posses- 
sion of the State Capital at Milledgeville, whlch they captured without 
firing a gun. The législature fled at their approach without waiting 
for the formality of adjournment, and the panic spread among the 
citlzens to such an extent as to depopulate the place, excepting a few 
old men and negroes; the latter welcoming our approach with ecstatic 
exclamations of joy. During this time our army was making a feint 
on Maçon. The 17th corps had a fight and captured Gordon, destroying 
a lot of the Georgia Central R. R. Kilpatrick and General Woods 
division had quite a severe engagement also at GriswoldviUe, defeat- 
ing them after a determined fight wlth part of General Hardee's old 
corps, reinforced with state militia and troops which came up from 
Savannah. The enemy's loss was 300 killed and woanded and two 
thousand prisoners. This was a severe lesson to them and had a dis- 
couraging effect. By this time our ambulances became pretty well 
loaded up with wounded as we could not leave tliem or the sick. 25th. 
Marched tùrough Irvington, camping flve miles east of the town. 
26th. Moved out at seven in the moming, crossed the Oconee river 
at Moorings ferry. Sunday the 27th. Out at 5 o'clock a. m., marched 
to the Georgia Central R. R., tore up about flve miles of the track. 
28th. Marched at daylight. 29th. Country barren and swampy; 
weather warm, rations short. 30th. Marched at daylight; country 
swampy and roads bad. 

As it bas been charged by the people of the south that General 
Sherman and bis offlcers encouraged pillaging and looting of property 
on the march, extracts are hère given from bis officiai orders pub- 
lished before the march to réfute the charge. 
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"The gênerai commanding calls the attention of ail olHcers to the 
necessity of enforcing the most rigid discipline, in order to prevent 
straggling, pillaging, marauding, and the evils attendant upon the 
evacuating of an important town. 

"The provost marshal and officers of the rear guard will exercise 
the severest and moBt summary means to prevent dlaorder and will 
not hesitate to shoot any one caught llring private houses or pillaglng 
inoffenslve or helpless iumiiies." 

There were many things done by a few on the expédition 
thut were disgracefui, and were deplored on the campaigns, where 
the army was obliged to subsist upon the country, especially where 
they were required to discrlminate between public and private property 
that was to be destroyed which would be of use to the enemy; but every 
effort was made by those in authority to suppress lawlessness and 
stop it; détails of mounted men were sent under humane officers to 
arrest such characters and in many instances whei caught they were 
found to conslst of tlie worst élément of both armies joined together 
for lawless purposes, and some of them were found to be convicts who 
were liberated from the prisons of the south on promise that they 
would join the Confederate army. 

Thursday, December Ist, 1864. Marched at daylight parallel wlth 
the Ogechee river; swamps and low country, roads bad; very difflcult 
getting trains and artillery along. 

Friday, December 2nd, 1864. Marched at daylight; crossed the 
Ogechee river in the afternoon and worked at destruction of railroad 
ail day, and the 3rd crossing back and bivouacing on the other side 
at night. 

Sunday, December 4th, 1864. Marched in southeasterly direction; 
heavy firing to our left and rear, as though the enemy were getting 
in our rear. 

Monday, December 5th, 1864. Moved out at daylight; forced 
march of twenty-two miles over sandy roads. 

Tuesday, December 6th, 1864. Laid stilï ail day. 

Wednesday, December 7th, 1864; Our brigade crossed over the 
river, met the enemy's skirmishers, drove them in, and in a very hand- 
some manner routed a bat talion of rebels behind rail piles, capturing 
seventeen prisoners, and killing and wounding several more. The 
brigade lost two kllled and three wounded. It then formed a Junction 
with a brigade of Wood's division at Edan Station. 

Thursday, December 8th, 1864. As the enemy was reported in 
some force near the 12 mile post, having a Une of works in his front, 
General Howard resolved to turn his position by sending two divisions 
of our corps down the west bank of the Ogechee to force a crossing 
of the Cannouchee, and throw forward sufficient detachments to break 
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the Gulf rallway, and if possible secure King's bridge over the Ogechee. 
We found the road obstrue ted with felled trees, which were quickly 
removed. On reaching the Savannah canal, the bridge over it was 
found to be burned; a new one was quickly made, when we 
croBsed over. We passed through some well constructed and aban- 
doned earthworks on the way. The Ogechee river at DilUn's ferry 
was found practicable for a pontoon bridge. General Corse sent for- 
ward a reconnoissance, which discovered the enemy in force at the 
Junction of this road — King's bridge and Savannah road. 

The next day, December 9th, the Seventeenth Corps came upon 
the enemy in rifle-pits, three and a half miles from Station No. 2. 
General Blair drove the rebels from them, but soon came upon an in- 
trenched line with guns in position. At this place the road led through 
a swamp densely covered with the wood and undergrowth peculiar to 
this région, and apparently impassable; but General Blair moved three 
lines of battle, preceded by a skirmish line, along on the right and 
left of the roaB for some two or three miles, occasionally in water 
knee-deep, drove the enemy from every position where he made a 
stand, and encamped for the night near Pooler, or Station No. 1. 
The detached brigades of the Fifteenth Corps succeeded in reaching 
the Savannah and Gulf railway at différent points, and destroying It. 
The third division, General John E. Smith, closed up on ours at the 
canal. As soon as he was within supporting distance, General Corse 
moved forward towards Savannah. We encountered about six hun- 
dred rebel infantry with two pièces of artillery near the cross-roads. 
Our advance brigade quickly dislodged them, capturing one pièce of ar- 
tillery and several prlsoners. We followed them up across the Little 
Ogeechee, and by General Howard's direction took up a strong position 
about twelve miles from Savannah, and thence sent out a detachment 
to break the Gulf railway. Our advance crossed Little Ogeechee, and. 
haï ted about eight miles from the city. King's bridge had been burned 
by the rebels. AH the enemy's force was withdrawn from our corps 
front in the morning, except the independent garrison at Fort Mc- 
Al lister, sltuated on the right bank and near the mouth of the Ogeechee. 
During the day that section of the pontoon brfdge which had been 
with General Blair's column, was sent to Dillon's Ferry, near Fort 
Argyle, and laid across the Ogeechee, thus substantially unlting the 
two right columns of Howard's army. 

As the coast neared, the surface of the country became flat and 
swampy. Large ponds or pools were met every mile or so, and the 
creeks spread out into miry branches. The roads between the creeks 
and ponds, though apparently of sand, and of substantial character, 
proved tp be upon a thin crust, which was soon eut through by the 
long trains into the deep quicksand, thus requiring miles of corduroy. 
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At several of the swamps, the enemy had attempted to obstnict the 
march by felling timber. 

Balrd's division, with Kilpatrlck's cavalry, was ordered to move 
in the direction of Waynesboro', and after crossing Buckhead Creek, 
to move down the east bank of that stream and take position near 
Reynolds, not far from Buckhead bridge. 

On the 5th, alter a hard day's march over country roads, which re- 
quired miich repairing, the whole corps, with Kilpatrick's cavalry, en- 
camped in the vicinity of Jacksonboro , the advance being Buck Creek 
Post-office, on the Savannah road. 

Durlng the uight.the bridge across Beaver-dam Creek,at Jackson- 
boro , which had been destroyed, was rebuilt by Colonel Buell. of the 
Fifty-eighth Indiana, and his pontoniers; and early on the morning 
of the 6th, the whole column marched on the river road, and went into 
camp at and in advance of Hudson's Ferry, on the Savannah river, 
making an average march of about twenty miles. 

On the 7th, the column moved In the same order of march, Baird 
and Kilpatrick, with Colonel Âtkins' brigade, unencumbered by the 
trains, covering the rear. Morgan's division, with the pontoon train, 
reached Ebenezer Creek late in the evening, and began cuttlng away 
the fallen timber which obstructed the roadway through the immense 
swamp which skirts the creeks on both sides at thls point. Nôtwith- 
standing an exceedingly hard day's march, the pontoniers, under Col- 
onel Buell, set to work at once to reconstruct the bridge, and by noon 
the next day the column commenced crossing this formidable défile; 
but in spite of the immense amount of labor expended upon the road 
and bridge to make them passable, much was still required to main- 
tain them in condition, and it was not untll daylight on the 9th that 
the rear of the column had completed the crossing. 

Durlng the 8th, the enemy's cavalry made several attempts to 
drive in the rear pickets of the Fourteenth Corps, but did not succeed. 
The loss in the corps during thèse attacks was but slight, although at 
tlmes the sklrmishing was quite animated. 

On the morning of the 9th, the crossing of Ebenezer Creek being 
now completed, as already stated, the corps marched from i^s camp at 
Ebenezer Church to Cuyler's plantation, where General Morgan, who 
was in the advance, found the enemy occupying a strongly-erected 
field-work, and disposed to dispute the advance. Morgan immediately 
placed two fleld-pieces in position and opened fire upon the work. His . 
infantry was soon deployed for an attack, but the near approach of 
night, and the impossibility of assaulting the position, through the 
impassable swamp in the front, caused General Davis to defer the • 
attack until morning, when it was discovered the enemy had abandoned 
his position. 
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On the lOth, Morgan's and Carlin's divisions, with trains, moved 
to the Ten-mile House, and went into camp, giving the road to the 
Twentieth Corps, ad.vancing from Montieth and intersecting the 
Augusta road. Baird's division was' left to cover the rear, and tear up 
the railway track in the vicinity o£ the crossing of the Savannah river, 
and if possible to destroy the bridge at that point. 

To préserve the historical séquence, it is necessary to gîance 
separately at the movements of the cavalry division under Kilpatrick, 
already briefly touched upon so far as they were directly connected with 
the opérations of the several corps. 

On the 2nd of December, as has been seen, Kilpatrick moved 
from the vicinity of Louisville, on the Waynesboru road, supported 
by Baird's division of the Fifteenth Corps, to cover the movement of 
several columns on Millen. A small force of the enemy was encounter- 
de and dispersed by the Eighth Indiana, Colonel Jones, and the Fifth 
Kentucky, Colonel Baldwin, nlne miles from Waynesboro, not with- 
oiit a severe skirmîsh. On reaching Rocky Creek, the enemy was 
found in considérable force on the opposite bank. Baird's division 
came up, and a force of both cavalry and infantry crossed the creek 
and simultaneously charged the enemy, who rapidly retreated towards 
Waynesboro and Augusta, closely pursued for some distance by the 
cavalry. 

On the 3rd, Kilpatrick marched to Thomas' Station and en- 
camped for the night, having made such disposition of his forces as 
to protect Baird's division, then deployed along the railway and en- 
gaged in its destruction. Wheeler, who had been encâmped between 
Waynesboro and Briar Creek, moved in the early part of the evening 
to Waynesboro , and, with a portion of his command, made a vigorous 
attack upon one of Colonel Atkins' régiments, stationed upon the rail- 
way, three miles south of town. 

The enemy was found occupylng a second line oî barricades, 
with artillery, as before, and his flanks so far extended that it was 
useless to attempt to turn them. Kilpatrick therefore determined to 
break his center. Colonel Murray, having the advance, was directed 
to make a disposition accordingly. The Eighth Indiana, Colonel Jones, 
was dismounted and pushed forward as skirmishers; the Ninth Penn- 
sylvania. Colonel Jordan, in columns of fours, by battalions, had the 
left; the Third Kenta<ky. Lient. Colonel King, the center; the 
Fifth Kentucky, Colonel Baldwin, and Second Kentucky, 
Captain Foreman, the right. The advance was sounded, and in less 
than twenty minutes the enemy was driven from his position, the 
town gained, and Wheeler's entire force completely routed. The Fifth 
Ohio, Fifth Kentucky, and a portion of the Ninth Pennsylvania Cav- 
alry, followed in close pui»uit to Briar Creek, a distance of eight miles 
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from the point from where the flrst attack was made< After buming 
the bridges above and below the railway bridge, as well as the latter. 
the cavalry marched to Alexander, on the Waynesboro and Jack- 
sonboro road, and encamped for the nlght. 

On the 5th, Kilpatrlck marched from Alexander to Jacksonboro', 
coverlng the rear of the Fourteenth Army Corps. 

Thus, on the lOth of December, 1864, the enemy's forces under 
Hardee were driven within the immédiate défenses of Savannah, and 
Sherman's entire army having leisurely marched over three hundred 
miles in twenty-four days with trifling opposition through the vitals 
of the enemy's country, subsisting upon his stock-yards and granaries, 
was massed in front of the clty, entirely across the peninsula lying be- 
tween the Ogeechee and Savannah ri vers,, and occupying ail lines of 
railway communication and supply. 

A CHRISTMAS GIFT. 

The défensive works constructed by the enemy to cover the rear 
of Savannah, and now garrisoned by the Confederate forces under 
Lieutenant-General Hardee, followed substantially a swampy creek 
which emplies into the Savannah River about three miles above the 
city. across to the head of a corresponding stream flowing into the 
Little Ogeechee. Thèse streams proved singularly favorable to the 
enemy as a cover, being very marshy and bordered by rice fields, which 
were flooded either by the tlde-water or by inland ponds, the gâtes 
to which were controlled and covered by his heavy artillery, The 
only approaches to the city were by flve narrow causeways, namely, 
the two railways, and the Augusta, the Louisville, and the Ogeechee 
roads, ail of which were commanded by the enemy's heavy ordnance. 

To assault an enemy of unknown strength at such a disadan- 
tage appeared to Sherman unwise, especially as he had brought his 
army, almost unscathed, so great a distance, and could surely attain 
the same resuit by the opération of time. He therefore instructed his 
army commanders closely to invest the city from the north and west. 
and to reconnoitre well the ground in their respective fronts, while he 
gave his personal attention to opening communications with the fle^, 
which was known to be waiting in Tybee, Wassaw, and Ossabow 
Sound s, in accordante with the preconcerted plan. Williams' twen- 
tieth corps held the left of the Union line, resting on the Savannah 
river, near Williamson's plantation; Jefferson C. Davis fourteenth 
corps was on its right, extending from the Augusta railway. near its 
junction with the Charlestown railway, to Lawton's plantation, be- 
yond the canal; Blair's seventeenth corps next, and Osterhaus' flfteenth 
corps on the extrême right, with its flank resting on the Gulf railway, 
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at Station No. 1. General Kilpatrlck was instructed to cross the Ogee- 
chee by a pontoon bridge, to recannoitre Fort McAllister, and to pro- 
ceed to St. Gatherine's Sound, In the direction of Sunbury or Kllkenny 
Bluff, and open communication with the fleet. General Howard had 
previously sent Captaln Duncan, one of his best scouts, down the 
Ogeechee in a canoë for a like purpose; but it was also necessary to 
•hâve the shlps and their contents, and the Ogeechee river, close to 
the rear of the camps, as the proper avenue of supply. 

The enemy had burned King's bridge over the Ogeechee, just below 
the mouth of the Gannouchee; but although a thousand feet long, 
it was reconstructed in an incredibly short time, and In the most sub- 
stantial manner; and on the 13th of Deceihber, Hazen's division of 
our corps crossed the bridge, gained the west bank of the Ogeechee, 
and marched down the river with orders to carry by assault Fort 
McAllister. a strong ijicloFed redoubt, manned by two companies of 
artillery and three of infantry, numbering in ail about two hundred 
men, and mounting twenty-three- barbette guns and one mortar. 

On the morning of the 13th of December, General Sherman and 
Greneral Howard went to Dr. Cheves' rice-mill, whence Fort McAllister 
was in full view. At the rlce-mill a section of DeGrass' battery was 
dring occaslonally at the fort opposite, three miles and a half distant, 
as a diversion, havlng for its principal object, however, to attract the 
attention of the fleet. Durlng the day the two commanders watched 
the fort and the bay, endeavoring to catch gllmpes of the division 
moving upon the work, and of the vessels belonging to the fleet. 
About noon, the rebel artillery at McAllister opened inland, flring oc- 
caslonally from three *or four différent guns. By their glasses the 
gênerais could observe Hazen's sKirmishers flring on the fort; and 
about the same time a movable smoke, like that from a steamer, at- 
tracted their attention near the mouth of the Ogeechee. 

Signal communication was establlshed with General Hazen, who 
gave notice that he had invested the fort, and also that he observed 
the steamer. General Sherman signalled him from the top of the mill 
that it was important to carry the fort by assault that day. 

The steamer had approached near enough to draw the fire of 
the fort when her signal-flag was descried. Gaptain McClintock, of 
the Signal Corps, aided by Lieutenant Sampson, speedily communi- 
«ated with the vessel, and ascertained that she was a tug, sent by 
General Foster and Admirai Dahlgren for the purpose of communi- 
cating with the army. The signal-oflacer of the steamer inquired, "Is 
McAllister ours?" 

Just at that moment a brisk flring was observed at the fort. 
Hazen had sounded the charge, and instantly his brave division had 
rushed through the torpedoes and abattis which obstructed the ap- 
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proach to the fort, and gaining the parapet, after a hand-to-hand stmg- 
gle of a few moments' dmation, the garrison had surrendered. 

From thèir position at the rice-mill, Sherman and Howard 
could see the men discharge their pièces in the air, and hear their 
shout of triumph as they took possession of the fort and raised the 
old flag over their conquest. 

Hazen's loss in killed and wounded was about ninety men, while 
the garrison lost between forty and flfty, killed and wounded; and the 
remainder, about one hundred and flfty in number, were captured, 
together with twenty-two pièces of artillery and a large quantity 
of ammunition. 

The substantial fruit of this victory, however, was to be found 
in the fact that communication with the sea was established, and the 
prompt receipt of supplies secured. 

As soon as he saw the Union colors planted upon the walls of 
the fort, Sherman ordered a boat, and, accompanied by General How- 
ard, went down to the fort, and thcre met General Hazen, who had not 
yot communicated with the steamer, nor indeed seen her, as the view 
was interrupted by some trees. Determined to communicate that 
uight with the fleet, Sherman got into another boat, and caused him- 
self to be rowed down the Ogeechee, until he met the navy tug-boat 
Dandelion, commanded by Lieutenant-Cqmmander Williamson, who 
informed him that Captain Duncan, who, it will be remembered, was 
bent down the river a few days previously by General Howard, had 
safoly reached Major-General Poster and Rear-Admiral Dahlgren, 
commanding the land and naval forces on the South Atlantic coast, 
and that thèse officers were hourly ezpected to arrive in Ossabaw 
Sound, where the Dandelion was then lying. 

At mdnight, Sherman wrote brief notes to General Poster and 
the admirai, and a ôispatch to the secretary of war, recounting the 
main fact a of the campaign. and the présent situation. 

"Tho weather has been fine," he said to Mr. Stanton, "and sup- 
plies are abundant. Our march was most agreeable, and we were not 

at ail molested by guerrillas We hâve not lost a wagon on 

the trip, but hâve gathered in a large supply of negroes, mules, horses, 
etc., and our trains are in far better condition than when we started. 
My first duty will be to clear the army of surplus negroes, mules, 

and lïorscs The quick work made with McAllister, and 

the opening of communication with our fleet, and the conséquent 
independence for supplies, dissipâtes ail their boasted threats to 
heatl me off and starve the army. I regard Savannah as already 
wined.'* 

He then returned to Fort McAllister, and before daylight was 
overtaken by Major Strong, of General Foster's staff, with intelligence 
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that General Foster had arrived in the Ogeechee, near Fort McAllîster, 
and was very anxious to meet General Sherman on board his boat. 
Sherman accordingly returned with the major, and met General Foster 
on board the steamer Nemaha; and. af ter consultation, determined 
to proceed with him down the sound, in hopes of meeting Admirai 
Dahlgren, which. however, they did not do untll about noon, in Wassaw 
Sound. General Sherman there went on board the admiral's flagship, 
the Harvest Moon, after having arranged with General Foster to 
send from Hilton Head some siège ordnance and boats suitable for 
navigating the Ogeechee river. Admirai Dahlgren furnished ail the 
data concerning his fieet and the numerous forts that guarded the 
inland channels between the sea and Savannah; and Sherman ex- 
plained to h!m how completely Savannah was invested at ail points, 
s-ave only the plank-road on the South Carolina shore, known as the 
*'Union Causeway," which he thought he could reach from his left flank 
across. the Savannah river. The gênerai aiso informed the admirai 
that if he would simply engage the attention of the forts along Wil- 
mington Channel, at Beaulieu and Rosedew, the army could carry the 
défenses of Savannah oy assault as soon as the heavy ordnance arrived 
from Hilton Tlead. 

On the 16 th, Sherman returned to the Unes in the rear of 
Savannah. 

Having received and carefully considered ail the reports of di- 
vision commanders, he determined to assault the Unes of the enemy as 
soon as the heavy ordnance should arrive from Port Royal, first mak- 
ing a foi mal demand for surrender. On the 17th, a number of thirty- 
pounder Parrott guns having reach ed King's Bridge, Sherman proceeded 
in person to the headquarters of Major-General Slocum, on the Augusta 
ruad. and dispalchc^ thence into Savannah, by flag of truce, a formai 
demand for the surrender of the place, accompanied by a copy of Hood's 
threat, at Dalton, to take no prisoners, and on the following day receiv- 
ed an answer from General Hardee con^^eying his refusai to accède 
thercto. In his reply. General Hardee pointed out that the investment 
uas ?lill incomplète. 

In the meantime, further reconnoissances from the left flank 
had dempnstrated that it wa« impracticable and unwise to push any 
considérable force across the Savannah river, since the enemy held the 
river opposite the city with iron-clad gunboats, and could destroy 
any pontoons laid down between Hutchinson's Island and the South 
Carolina shore. and thereby isolate any force sent over from that flank. 
Sherman, therefore, ordered General Slocum to get into position the 
siege-guns, and make ail the préparations necessary to assault, and 
to report the earliest moment when he could be ready. 

General Foster had already established a division of troops on 
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the peninsiila or neck between the Coosawhatchie and Tulliflnney 
rivers, at the head of Broad river, whence he could reach the railway 
with hls artillery. * Sherman himself went to Port Royal, and made 
arrangements to relnforce, that command by one or more divisions, 
so as to enable it to assault and carry the railway, and thence tum tow- 
ards Savannah until it should occupy the causeway. He made the 
voyage on board Admirai Dahlgren's flag-ship, the Harvest Moon.which 
put out to sea the night of the 20th; but the wind was high, and in- 
creased during the night, so that the pilot considered Ossabaw Bar 
impassable, and ran into Tybee, whence the steamer proceeded through 
the inland channels into Wassaw Sound, and thence through Romney 
Marsh. But the ebb-tide having caught the Harvest Moon, so that she 
was unable to make the passage, Admirai Dahlgren took the gênerai 
in his barge, and pulling in the direction of Vernon river, the army- 
tug Red Legs was there met, bearing a message from Captain Dayton, 
assistant-adjutant-general, dated that morning, the 21 st, to the effect 
that the troops were already in possession of the enemy's Unes, and 
were advancing without opposition into Savannah. Admirai Dahlgren 
proceeded up the Vernon river in his barge, while General Sherman 
went on board the tug, in which he proceeded to Fort McAUister, and 
thence to the rlce-mill, whence he viewed the assault, and on the morn- 
ing of the 22nd rode into the city of Savannah. 

After firing heavily from his iron-clads and the batteries along 
the Unes, ail the afternoon, and late into the evening of the 20th, Har- 
dee had evacuated the city during the night, on à pontoon bridge, 
and marched towards Charleston on the causeway road. The night 
being very dark and a strong westerly wind blowing, although the 
sounds of movement were heard in Geary's front, it was Impossible 
to make out its direction or object, and when the pickets of that di- 
vision advanced early on the morning of the 21st the évacuation had 
been completed, and nothing remained but to occupy the city. 

Immédiat ely on his arrrival, Sherman dispatched the following 
brief note to Président Lincoln, announcing this happy termination 
of the campaign:* 

"I beg to présent you, as a Christmas gift, the city of Savannah, 
with one hundred and fifty heavy guns and plenty of ammunition, and 
also about twenty-flve thousand baies of cotton." 

The number of pièces of artillery captured, as subsequently as- 
certained by actual inspection and count, was one hundred and sixty- 
seven. 

Thus, as the resuit of this great campaign, was gained the posses- 
sion of what had from the outset been its chief object. 

Its présent value was mainly as a base for future opérations. 

The army marched over three hundred miles In twenty-four days. 
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directly through the heart of Georgia. and reached the sea with Its 
subsistence trains almost unbroken. In the entire command, five offl- 
cers and fifty-eight men were killed, thirteen offlcers and two hundred 
and thlrty-two men wounded, and one offlcer and two hundred and 
fifty-eight men missing; making a total list of causualtles of but 
nineteen commissioned offlcers and five hundred and forty-eight en- 
listed men, or five hundred and slxty-seven ot ail ranks. Seventy- 
Beven offlcers, and twelve hundred and slxty-one men of the Confed- 
erate army, or thirteen hundred and thirty-eight in ail, were made pris- 
oners. Ten thousand negroes left the plantations of their former mas- 
ters and accompanied the column when it reached Savannah/ with- 
out taking note of thousands more who joined the army but from 
various causes had to leave it at différent points. Over twenty thou- 
sand baies of cotton were burned, besides the twenty-flve thousand 
captured at Savannah. Thirteen thousand head of beef-cattle, nine 
million five hundred thousand pounds of corn, and ten million five 
hundred thousand pounds of fodder were taken from the coun- 
try and issued to the troops and animais. The men lived mainly on the 
sheep, hogs, turkeys, geese, chlckens, sweet potatoes, and rice, gath- 
ered by the foragers from the plantations along the route of each day's 
march. Sixty thousand men, taking merely of the surplus which fell 
in their way as they marched rapidly on the main roads, subsisted 
for tkree weeks in the very country where the Union prisoners at 
Andersonville were starved to death or idiocy. Five thousand horscs 
and four thousand mules were impressed for the cavalry and trains. 
Three hundred and twenty miles of rail way were destroyed, and the 
last remaining links of communication between the Confederate 
armies in Virginia and the West eCfectually severed, by burning every 
tie, twisting every rail while heated red hot over flaming piles of 
ties, and laylng in ruin every dépôt, engine house, repair shop, water 
tank, and turn-table. 

From the tlme that the army left Atlanta, until its arrivai be- 
fore Savannah, not one word of Intelligence was received by the Gov- 
ernment or people, except through the Confederate newspapers, of its 
whereabouts, movements, or fate; and it was not until Sherman had 
eraerged from the région lying between Augusta and Maçon, and reach- 
ed Milieu, that the authorities and the press of the Confederacy were 
able to make up their minds as to the diVectîon of his march. 

Marching in four columns, on a front of thirty miles, each col- 
umn masked in ail directions by clouds of skirmlshers, Sherman was 
enabled to continue till the last to menace so many points, each in 
such force that it was impossible for the enemy to décide whether 
Augusta, Maçon, or Savannah were his immédiate objective; the Gulf 
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or the Atlantic his destination; the Flint, the Oconee, the Ôgeechee, 
or the Savannah his route; or what his ulterior design. 

Immedlately upon receipt of Sherman's laconic message, Prési- 
dent Lincoln replied: 

Executive Mansion, 
Washington, D. C, Dec. 26, 1864. 
"My Dear General Sherman: 

"Many, many thanks for your Christmas gift, — the capture of 
Savannah. 

*'When you were about to leave Atlanta for the Atlantic coast. 
I was anxious, if not fearful; but feeling you were the better judge, and 
remembering that 'nothing risked is nothing gained,' I did not inter- 
fère. Now, the undertaking being a success, the honor is ail yours, 
for I believe none of us went further than to acquiesce. And taklng 
the work of General Thomas into count, as it should be taken, it is 
indeed a great success. 

"Not only does it afford the obvious and immédiate military ad- 
vantages, but in showing to the world that your army could be divided. 
putting the stronger part to an important new service, and yet leaving 
enqugh to vanquish the old opposing forces of the whole — Hood's army 
— it brings those who sat in darkness to seq a great light. 

"But what next? I suppose it will be safe if I leave General 
Grant and yourself to décide. 

"Please make my prateful acknowledgements to your whole army, 
offlcers and men. 

Yours very truly, 

A. LINCOLN." 

In conclu^ing his officiai report, Sherman thus speaks of the 
services rendered by his subordlnate commanders, and of the charac- 
ter of his army: 

"Gênerais Howard and Slocum are gentlemen of singular capac- 
ity and intelligence, thorough soldiers and patriots, working day and 
night, not for themselves, but for their country and their men. Gen- 
eral Kilpatrick, who commanded the cavalry of this army, has handled 
it with spirit and dash to my entire satisfaction, and kept a superlor 
force of the enemy's cavalry from even approaching our infantry col- 
umns or wagon trains. Ail the division and brigade commander» 
merit my Personal and officiai thanks, and I shall spare no efforts to 
secure them commissions equal to the rank they hâve exercised so well. 

"As to the rank and file, they seem so full of confidence in them- 
selves, that I doubt if they want a compliment from me; but I must 
do them the justice to say that, whether called on to Û|^t, to marcb, 
to wade streams, to make roads, clear out obstructîonîi^* buil<3i bri^efi» 
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make 'corduroy' or tear up railroads, they hâve done It wlth alacrity 
and a degree of cheerfulness unsurpassed. A little loose in foraging. 
they 'dld some things they ought not to hâve done,* yet on the whole 
they hâve supplied the wants of the anny with as little violence as 
could be expected, and as little loss as I calculated. Some of thèse 
foraging parties had encounters with the enemy which would. in or- 
dinary times, rank as respectable battles. 

*'The behavior of our troops in Savannah has been so .manly, 
so quiet, so perfect, that I take it as the best évidence of discipline and 
true courage. Never was a hostile city, fllled witjji women and chll- 
dren, occupied by a large army with less disorder, or more System, 
order and good government. The same gênerai and generous spirit 
of confidence and good feeling pervades the army which it has ever 
afforded me especial pleasure to report on former occasions." 

While in Savannah, General Sherman received a visit from the 
Secretary of War, Mr. Stanton, and had the satisfaction of obtaining 
the promotions he had recommended on his subordinate commanders. 

General Sherman placed General Gearry in temporary command 
of the city of Savannah, and directing him to restore and préserve or- 
der and quiet, adopted at the same time a policy of conciliation^ and 
justice which soon bore its fruit in the altered tone of the former 
adhérents of the Cbnfederate cause. The mayor, R. D. Arnold, who but 
a short time before had called upon the inh'abitants to arm and go 
to the trenches to défend their city against the invaders, now invoked 
the citizens to recognize the existing condition of affairs and to yield 
a ready obédience to the actual authorities. • The mayor was con- 
tinued in the exercise of his functions, so far as they were exclusive- 
ly connected with persons not in the military or naval service. 

A large public meeting of citizens was held, at which Mayor 
Amold's views were substantially adopted and Governor Brown re- 
quested |o take measures for restoring the state to the union. A na- 
tional bank was established, and active measures taken to résume 
trade with the North and foreign nations so soon as the military re- 
strictions should be removed. Divine service was resumed in the 
churches, and soon Savannah was more tranquil than it had been at 
any time since its capture was first threatened in 1862. 

On the 14th of January, General Sherman issued the following 
orders, in regard to internai trade, the conduct of the citizens, and 
the outrages of the Confederate guerrillas: 

"It being represented that the Confederate army and armed 
bands of robbers, acting professedly under the authority or the Con- 
federate government, are harrassing the people of Georgia, and en- 
deavoring to intimidate them in the eCforls thy are making to secure 
to themselves provisions, clothing, security to Ufe and property, and 
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the restoration of law and good government in Xhe state, it is hereby^ 
ordered and made public: — 

**1. That the farmers of Georgia may bring into Savannah, Fer- 
nandina, or Jackson ville, Florida, marketing such as beef» pork, mut- 
ton, vegetables of any kind, fish, etc.. as well as cotton in small quan- 
tities, and sell the same in open market, except the cotton. whlch 
must be sold by or through the treasury agents, and may invest the 
proceeds in family stores, such as bacon and flour, in any reasonable 
quantity, groceries, shoes, and clothing, and articles not contraband 
ot war, and carry. the same back to their familles. No trade-stoTea 
wiU be attempted in the interior. or stocks of goods sold for them. 
but familles may club together for mutual assistance and protection 
in coming and going. 

"II. The people are encouraged to meet together in peacefui as- 
semblages to discuss raeasures looking to tneir safety and good gov- 
ernment. and restoration of state and national authorities, and will 
be protected by the National army when so doing; and ail peaceable 
inhabitants who satisfy the commanding officers that they are eamest- 
ly laboring to that end, must not only be left undisturbed in property 
and person, but must be protected as far as possible consistent with 
the military opérations. If any farmer or peacefui inhabitant Is 
molested by the enemy, vlz., the Confederate army of guerrilas. be- 
cause of his friendship to the National government, the perpetrator, 
if caught, will be summarily punished, or his family made to suf- 
fer for the outrage; but if the crime cannot be traced to the actûal 
party, then retaliation will be made on the adhérents to the cause of 
the rébellion. Should a Union man be murdered, then a rebel select- 
ed by lot will be shot; or if a Union family be persecuted on account of 
the cause, a rebel family will be banished to a foreign land. In aggra- 
vated cases, retaliation will extend as high as five for one. AH com- 
manding officers will act promptly in such cases, and report their 
action after the retaliation is done. 

A few days before the évacuation of Savannah by the enemy, 
the writer was detailed as Aide-de-camp on the staff of General E. W. 
Rice, who commanded our brigade, and the division a portion of the 
time, and remained with hlm until the end of the war. As I was at ail 
times with the division, I was always àble to keep in close touch with 
ail movements and doings of the régiment. 

The following was the p^sonnel of the commander and staff at 
that time: 

Brig. General E. W. Rice, •Commanding. 

C. H. Trott, Captain and Asst. Adjt. General U. §, V^ 

T. S. Moffat, Capt Asst. Inspector General. 
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H. I. Smith, First Lieut. 7th lowa In'fty., Act. Aid-de-Camp. 

B. B. Swearingin, First' Lieut. 17th lowa Infty., Act. Aid-de-Ganp. 

Dewitt C. Smith, Capt. and Act. Ordnance Offlcer. 

Martin, First Lieut. 66th Ind. Infty., A. A. Q. M. General. 

The brigade consisted of the 2nd and 7th lowa, 52nd Ills., 66th 
Ind., and Battery *'H" Ist Missouri Light Artlllery. 

General Logan rejolned us at Savannah, relie ving General Aus- 
terhaus, who had commanded our Corps so ably and creditably on 
the campaign to the sea. 

Decemb»r 22nd, 1864. We established camp at Fort Brown near 
the banks of the Savannah river, outside of the city limits. 

Dec. 24th. Had Grand Review of the whole army on south Broad 
Street; reviewed by General Sherman. Remained at Savannah rest- 
ing and recuperating from the arduous campaign, where we drew 
rations and clothing, until the 19th of January, 1865; in the meantime, 
on the 7th inst.. we were agaln reviewed in the city by General How- 
ard, and vislted by Govemor Stone, of lowa. 



THE CAMPAIGN THROUGH THE CAROLINAS. 

January 19th. Crossed the Savannah River into South Carolina 
when we were deluged with a violent downpour of rain ail day, inun- 
dating the whole flat country, obliglng us to return to camp that 
night, where we remained until the 28th inst., when we moved out on 
the Louisville Pike up the Savannah river 18 miles. Weather very 
cold and uncomfortable. 

Jan. 29th. Started out at sunrise, marching ail day through a 
very swampy country; worked hard corduroying and fixing roads in 
order to get artlllery and trains along; went into camp at dark near 
Springfield, Ga. Weather very cold, freezing hard and no shelter. Dis- 
tance marched 15 miles. 

Jan. 30th. Moved out of camp before daylight, marched 14 miles, 
going into camp in open field near Sisters Ferry, where we laid until 
the 4th of Feb. waiting for pontoon bridge to be laid to cross the 
Savannah river. A gunboat, some transports, and sutlers boat came 
up while there. 

Feb. 4th. Crossed the river again into South Carolina; whlle 
'marching over corduroy road on bottom on the opposite side had 
three men wounded by explosion of torpedoes placed under road by 
the enemy; column was halted and prisoners captured in that vicinity 
were compelled to dig up and remove those not exploded in order 
that we might continue our advance without such barbarous mode 
of warfare. The rebels selected to remove the explosives seemed to 
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Jcnow the. exact location of the bombs, so that they removed them very 
carefully without much danger. Officers and men realized as they set 
foot upon South Carolina soil that it was the first and foremost In 
the cause of sécession, had fired the first gun against the flag, and 
had done more than ail others to bring upon the country the horrors 
of civil war. This was an unfortunate introduction to the state. Plant- 
ing torpedoes for the défense of a position is legitimate warfare, but 
our soldiers regarded the act of placing them in a highway where 
no contest was anticipated, as something akln to poisoning a stream 
of water, and is nbt recognized as legitimate warfare, so that the men 
were not in the best of humor and could not help feeling bitter against^ 
such a mode of cowardly défense. If South Carolina suffered more 
severely than any other it was due in part to the barbarous blunder- 
ing of those who were more cruel than wise. During our rest awaiting 
crossing we had drill, dress parade and review, and were visited and 
addressed by Rev. King, of Cornell Collège, lowa, in behalf of free 
schools for disabled sQldiers and soldiers' orphans. Contributions 
were raised to be paid the next pay day. 

Feb. 5th. Did not move out of camp until sundown, being de- 
layed by tfoops and trains, marching over corduroyed causeway across 
Bwamp three miles wide. Marched three miles. Camped on Capt. 
Robert's plantation at 10:00 p. m. 

Feb. 6th. Marched at 7:00 a. m.; march 12 miles; camp at dark 
on Mlx plantion. Country bad, rained ail day. Foragers brought in 
some sweet potatoes, sugar and fresh pork, which was issued to the 
troops. 

Feb. 7th. Broke camp before daylight and hurried off before break- 
fast. Our régiment, together with the 12th Ills. were detailed to build 
bridges and corduroy roads across swamp; rained hard throughout the 
tiay; roads a perfect quagmire. Bivouaced at Hickory Hill. 

Feb. 8th. Resumed our march at 8:00 p. m.; rear guard; pro- 
gress slow; weather clear, cold and windy. Marched 10 miles, camp- 
ing at Whippy Swamp. 

Feb. 9th. Moved out of camp at 6:00 a. m. Rebels made a stand 
on opposite side of swamp at River's Bridge. General Mower effected 
a crossing by fighting, wading in water with cartridge boxes fastened 
to the necks of the men to keep the powaer dry, while i^e rest of the 
force got the trains and artillery over by corduroying, pontooning and 
bridging. It seemed a grand day's work to hâve accomplished, as we * 
sank down in our miry bivouac. The gallant General Swayne lost 
his leg in the Salkehatchie encounter, with many others killed and 
wounded. Luckily for the wounded, we were not too far from our 
base to send back with strong escort, to Pocotaligo. 

We destroyed about fort y miles of Charleston and Augusta rail- 
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road, and, by threateneing the route beyond which we intended to 
take, we deluded the enemy into concentrating at Augusta and other 
places, while we marched rapidly away, leaving him well behind, 
and nothing but Wade Hampton's cavalry, and tbe more formidable 
obstacle of the Saluda river and its swamps, between us and Columbia, 
our next objective point. 

Feb. lOth. Moved out before daylight in advance; roads better; 
marched 21 miles. Major Mahon, in command of foragers, brought 
in over 200 hogs and 15o" head of cattle captured in the. country, givlng 
us plenty of fresh méat which we greatly needed, as rations were 
getting scarce. Crossed Little Salkehatchie at Catman's bridge. 

Feb. llth. Marched at sunrise; marched 15 miles, crossing the 
South Edisto river at Bimpkin's bridge at 2:00 p. m., going into camp 
on Coopères plantation. Captured a lot of molasses on General Jen- 
ning's plantation. 

It was somewhat sad to see the destruction of property; as South 
Carolina was regarded as the hot-bed and cradle of sécession, there 
was not so much restraint enforced among bhmmers and foragers as 
in other states, the country belng left to tane care of itself, and be- 
come a howling waste. There was marauding, pillaging, and out- 
rages committed outside 6t the column tlutt was unauthorized, un- 
sanctioned and to be deplored. Some of the culprlts fell victims to 
the merci es of Wheeler's cavalry and were never heard of again, 
earnlng a fate richly deserved. 

Feb. 12th. Moved at 6:00 a. m.; marched eight miles, going into 
camp at noon near North* Edisto river. Our brigade skirmished with 
the enemy while the 17th Corps flanked them and effected a crossing. 

Feb. 13th. Start^ before daylight, without breakfast; 7th lowa 
in advance; marched 20 miles without opposition, going into camp 
at Beaver Creek. 

Feb. 14th. Started out at 8:00 o'clock; marched in rear of train; 
marched eight miles; went into camp at Sandy Run. A large amount 
of méat, molasses, and clothing found burled and hidden along the 
route; that which was of use was appropriated; among the hidden 
effects was a piano. 

Feb. 15th. Moved out at 10:00 a. m. In rear of division; went 
into camp on Congaree Creek in camp occupied by the enemy In the 
momlng. Cannonading and skirmishing durlng the day. 

Feb. 16th. Moved at 9:00 a. m., crossing Congaree Creek; went 
Into temporary bivouac at 3:00 p. m. on Congaree Creek. Skirmish- 
ing with enemy ail day, the batteries shelling the woods on opposite 
side of the river. Marched again at 5:00 p. m.; crossed Saluda river 
at Saluda Factory on pontoons; Columbia, the capital of South Caro- 
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llna, occupied by» the enemy In plain vlew; went Into camp in open 
fteld; Company "B" detalled as skirmishers; deployed and advanced 
to bank of river and laid down, skirmiahing with the enemy on the 
opposite aide. 

Feb. 17tli. Grossed Broad river and marched into Golumbia, 
which had been evacuated by the enemy in much haste, they not having 
time to take along many of our prisoners, which they abandonec, 
almost naked and starved. Although our clothes were scant we di- 
vided with them, together with our rations. After fllling them up 
we laid down beside the-fire and listened to their life and suffeiing 
in rebel prison. 

Our command was about the iirst organîzed y'oops to march into 
the City; I rode with the General at the head of the column, hence 
had a good opportunity to see. Some of the 13th lowa had crossed 
over the river in a boat below the city in advànce and were raising 
their flag on the State House when we entered. In order that the 
large supply of cotton stored at Golumbia should not fall into our 
hands, the Gonfederates had piled it up several baies high in the mid- 
dle of the streets, and before evacuating they had set it on fire. It 
had just got nicely under way when we marched in. As soon as the 
>ope binders on the outside were bumed ofP the cotton in blazing 
sheets was taken up by the fierce wind that was blowing and swept 
ail over the city, alighting on the roofs, setting the buildings on fire, 
Bo .that soon the whole city was. enveloped in fiâmes. The citi- 
zens, in order to gain the good will of the soldiers, had roUeà out 
barrels of whiskey on the sidewalks, broken in the heads» furnishing 
cups to drink it as the troops marched through; in some instances 
passing it to the soldiers niarching by. General Slocum said, *'I be- 
lieve the immédiate cause oi the disaster was the free use of whiskey 
which was supplied to the soldiers by citizens with great liberallty." 
Our corps went into camp about a mile south of the city; a division 
of the 17th Gorps was left to guard the oity. After the brigade was 
settled in camp, I, together with two of the orderlies, rode back to the 
city to witness the conflagration. 

Dévastation and pandemonium raged suprçme, and war with 
its ironie fate had been brought to the capital city of the first state 
to incite the people of the South to rebel nearly four years before, 
bringing about a long array of attendant horrors and suCfering. Where 
peace had hitherto held sway, grim war was n(M holding forth with ail 
its fury. Whole familles were fleeing panic stricken from their bum- 
ing homes with such of their Personal effects as they could carry on 
their backs. Women with their childern and nuns were sltting in the 
parks and public places to escape the beat and fiâmes, watching their 
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babes and personal effects, saved from their homes laid bare by fire, 
shot, and shell. 

To those who hâve never seen a buming town or city In war 
time it is not given to know, though they may imagine, the effects 
on ils siirroundings. Thus it is not easy to conceive how, in the fitful 
light — especially in a gale of wind — the faces of those striving for dear 
life, at one moment lit up like ghosts, while the next they are lost in 
ut ter darkness. There was an attempt by the troops in the city on 
guard to suppress the fire with the crude fire apparatus at hand, but 
some miscreants eut the hose between the réservoir and the hand 
engine, rendering th^em useless; so the efforts were directed to save 
the women and children from the buming fiâmes, with such of their 
Personal belongings as could be hurriedly gathered together and carried 
away. Cavalry were clattering through the paved streets trying to 
bring order out of chaos, but it was no use, *'hell was out for recess." 
Water ran short, so that when, in the gênerai confusion, any attempt 
was made to eave property, it almost invariably failed. 

The incidents which came under qne's notice were innumerable, 
some as pathetic as others were amusing. I remember that as we were 
riding by a large building, we heard shrieks of dîstress by some fe- 
male; the building was surrounded by a high stone wall which we 
attempted to scale with timbers to go to her rescue. When we had 
after much trouble got about over a man came alomg and asked us 
"what we were trying to do/' we told* him we were trying to rescue 
the woman who wa^ screaming; when he said, you blamed fools, that 
is an insane asylum, and she is a lunatic and bas been yelling that 
way for ten years. We came down from the wall looking cheap. As 
we Vere riding through the streets a lady ran out to ask us to drive 
out ^ome n^en who were looting her premises; we went in and drove 
out some Missouri batterymen, when she brought up a basket of 
choice bottled wine, some of which we drank, putting the rest in 
our saddlebags, which we used on our return to camp to assuage the 
anger of the General for our absence from camp ail night without leave. 

Oh, what a motly mob; what a crowd of ail sorts there was 
there î It was a strange sight. Negro looters, city criminals, rushing 
hère and there, evading the guards with their ill-gotten gains; women 
with loose négligée apparel, some with brazenly looser morals, solicit- 
ing and brushing against nuns and sisters of charity on errands of 
mercy. It was a curions picture, that capital city possessed by the 
mob and soldiery. 

Efforts of every possible kind were made by the offlcers and 
guards, and some of the peo'ple, to save the city. It was not however 
until it was about burned out and daylight that the excitement was 
allayed and quiet restored. 
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Some sacrilegious robbers broke into the cathedral and stole ' 
the golden images from the sacred altars. The priests report ed the 
tbeft to General Sherman, and the next day, while on the march, an in- 
spection and search of ail Personal effects was suddenly ordered with- 
out notice, thinking perhaps the cul prit with the loot might be caught 
unawares; but it was not found among the troops. It was probably 
taken by Jail birds wlio wer.e let loose on the évacuation of the city. 

General Slocum wrote in référence to the campaign as follows: 

"From Columbia the army moved toward Fayetteville — the left 
wing crossing the Catawba river at Rocky Mount. While the rear of 
the Cîorps was crossing, our pontoon-bridge was swept away by flood- 
wood brought down the river, leaving the Fourteenth Ck)rps on the 
south side. This caused a delay of three days. 

On the 3rd of March we arrived at Cheraw, where we found a 

large supply of stores sent from Charleston for safe-keeping 

The march through South Carollna had been greatly delay ed by the 
almost incessant rains and the swampy nature of the country. More 
than half the way we were compelled to corduroy the roads before 
our trains could be moved. To accomplish tnis work we had been sup- 
plied with axes, and the country was covered with saplings well suited 
to the purpose. 

Three or four days prior to our arrivai at Fayetteville General 
Sherman had received information that Wilmington was in possession 
of Gênerai Terry, and had sent two messengers with letters inform- 
ing Terry when he would probably be at Fayetteville. Both messen- 
genrs arrived safely at Wilmington, and on Sunday, the day after our 
arrivai at Fayetteville, the shrill whistie of a steamboat fioating the 
Stars and Stripes announced that we were once more in communica- 
tion with our own friends. As she came up, the banks of the river 
were lined by our soldiers, who made the welkin ring with their cheers. 
The opening of communication with Wilmington not only brought us 
our mails and a supply of clothing, but enabled us to send to a place 
of safety thousands of refugees and contrabands who were folio wing the 
army and seriously embarrassing it. We were dépendent upon the 
country for our supplies of food and forage, and every one not con- 
nected with the army was a source of weakness to us. On several oc- 
casions on the march from Atlanta we had been compelled to drive 
thousands of colored people back, not from lack of sympathy with 
them, but simply as a matter of safety to the army. The refugee-train 
following in the rear of the army was one oi the most singular fea- 
tures of the march! Ix)ng before the war, the slaves of the South had 
a System of communication by which important information was trans- 
mitted from one section of the country to another. The ad van ce of Sher- 
man's army through a section never before visited by a Union soldier 
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was known far and wlde many miles in advance of us. It was natural 
that thèse poor créatures, seeking a place of safety, should flee to the 
army, and endeavor to keep in slght of it. Every day as we marched 
on we could see» on each side of our line of march, crowds of thèse 
people coming to us througn roads and across the flelds, bringing with 
them ail their earthly goods, and many goods which were not theirs. 
Horses, mules, cows, dogs, old family carriages, carts, and whatever 
they thought might be of use to them was seized upon and brought to 
us. They were allowed to follow in rear of our column, and at times 
they were almost equal in numbers to the army they were following.« 
As singular, comical, and pitiable a spectacle was never before present- 
ed. One day a large family of slaves came through fhe fields to join 
us. The head of the family, a vénérable negro, was mounted on a 
mule, and safely stowed away behind him in pockets or bags attached 
to ti^e blanket which covered the mule were two little pickaninnies, 
one on each side. This gave rise to a most important invention, i. e., 
"the best way of transporting pickaninnies." On the next day a mule 
appeared in column, covered by a blanket with two pockets on eàch 
side, each containing a little negro. Very soon old tent-flies or strong 
canvas was used instead of the blanket, and often ten or fifteen pock- 
ets were attached to each side, so that nothing of the jnule was vis- 
ible except the head, tail, and feet, ail else being covered by the black 
woolly heads and bright shining eyes of the little darkieç. Occas- 
sionally a cow was made to take the place of the mule; this was a de- 
cided improvement, as the cow furnished rations as well as transporta- 
tion for the babies. Old stages, family carriages, carts and lumber 
wagons fllled with bedding, cooking utensils an<f "traps" of ail kinds, 
with men, women, and chlldren loaded with bundles, made up the 
balance of the refugee-train which followed in our rear. As ail the 
bridges were burned in front of us, our pontoon-trains were in constant 
use, and the bridges could be left but a short time for the use of the 
refugees. A scramble for precedence in crossing the bridge always 
occurred. The firing of a musket or pistol in rear would bring to the 
refugees visions of guérillas, and then came "a panic. As our bridges 
were not supplied with guard-rails, occasionally a mule wouîd be 
crowded off, and with its precious load would float down the river. 

Having thoroughly destroyed the arsenal buildings, machine- 
shops, and foundries at Fayetteville, we crossed the Cape Fear river 
on the 13th and 14th and resumed our march. We were now entering 
upon the last stage of the great march which was to unité the Army 
of the West with that of the East in front of Richmond. If this march 
could be successfully accomplished the Confederacy was doomed. 
General Sherman did not hope or expect to accomplish it without a 
struggle. He anticipated an attack and 'maae provisions for it." 
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On the 18th we moved out on the South Carolina Ry. and de- 
stroyed two miles of track. Garaped five miles from Columbia. 

19th. Moved at daylight; destroyed the 13th mile of track. Roads 
gqod; plenty of forage, sweet potatoes, méat and molasses. Camped 
on Confederate General Hopkln's plantation. 

20th. At 7:00 a. m., marched 16 miles, joined the Corps antfwent 
into camp at Muddy Springs; country sandy, barren, with very little 
water. 

21 st. Moved oiit at sunrise, march forced and uncommon hard; 
&ade over 20 miles; roads heavy and hilly; can see from the emin- 
ences in ail directions, smoke from the burning cotton and other stuff 
that cornes in the wake of the army. 

22nd. Marched at 10:00 a. m.; marched seven miles and camp- 
ed near Peay's Ferry. Enemy in force across the river in our front 
Nothing but corn meal issued for rations. Ail other rations of the 
command exhausted. Said to be ordered to prohibit foraging after 
we leave South Carolina. 

23rd. Left camp about nine o'clock, crossed the Wateree river, 
passed through Liberty HIll, pretty little place with splendid gar- 
dens! had a tiresome march, not getting into camp until nine o'clock; 
weather wet, rained ail night, no shelter. 

24th. Marched at 9:00 o'clock; roads muddy and stiil raining; 
marched untll long after dark. Marched over 20 miles over the worst 
roads yet; one of the hardest days march ever experienced, over roads 
almost impassible; camped near Camden on battlefield of Revolution- 
ary war. 

25th. Resumed our march; weather stlll gloomy, cloudy and 
chilly; marched eight miles and camped on Scape Creek; men .built 
shanties of rails and blankets, built fires and made themselves as 
comfortable as circumstances would permit; rained, thundered and 
lightened ail night. 

Sunday, 26th. Moved at 6:00 a. m., marched slfc miles to Lynche's 
Creek, wnich was so high as to be out of its banks; men had to wade 
in cold water three feet deep to bridge; cross the stream and again 
wade to bank; marched one mile, met the enemy in force, drove them 
back and went into camp where we had to wait two days for water 
to subside so that trains could cross. Mustered for pay while waiting. 
Rations scarce, only five ounceg of meal issued with a little coffee and 
sugar for each man per day. 
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ADaPTED FROM THE DIARIES OF C. B. SE3NI0R AND C. H. TROTT, 
OF COMPANY '^B." 

March Ist. îo. "B" on picket out in front where the skirmish 
was on the 2601. Everything quiet at présent. We marched eleven 
miles and camped. It was about eleven p. m. when we got into camp. 
We did not get any supper as it was dark and about a mile to water. 
We laid and slept till reveille in the morning, whenwe arose and made 
our mealy, muahy breakfast. 

2nd. Régiment camped till afternoon, when we fell in and 
marched over Beaver Dam creek and tôwards Cheraw. We marched 
about flve miles and got into camp about ten p. m. We are getting 
exceedingly short on rations, our three days ration of meal being 
used up. There is'a good prospect of going hungry for a day or two. 

3rd. We started out early thls moming and marched about 
flfteen miles towards Cheraw. We got wlthin about ten miles of town 
and camped at Thompson's Creek, near some rebel works that the 14th 
Corps had taken from them last night. We heard that the 14th Corps 
had taken Cheraw and the rebels had retreated across the Pedee river. 
The weather is cloudy and gloomy with a prospect of rain. 

4th. Marched about ten a. m. Marched through Cheraw. The 
streets were broad and regnilar with avenues of trees. We expected 
to cross the Pedee river to-day, but did not. Some of our régiment 
were mustered out. havlns served their three years term. The weather 
was cloudy wiUi some wind and rain. but it cleared ofT in the evening. 

5th. Laid still ail day about two miles west of Cheraw; suppose 
that we were wait^ng for the troops to cross the river. Fighting with 
cannonading over the river. 

Gth. Moved out about nine a. m. and marched back through town 
and crassed the r'edee river. As we were approaching town. a terrible 
explosion was heard that shcok the ground even where we were. When 
we reached town, the Windows were shattered ail to pièces, hardly a 
pane of glass was left and some doors and Windows were blown sash 
snd ail across the street. It was cauaed by the carelessness of some 
of our men who were destroying rebel ammunition stored in the town. 
Several of our men were killed and many wounded in the explosion. 

BY r. B. STAATS, CO. "K." 

**In S. C. in March, 1865. when the rebel Unes were fast receding 
before Sherman's army: when their railroads were destroyed. their 
ritiea in som« instances burned, their country laid waste, when deserted 
homes were heaps of smoking ruins, when the carefully hoarded pro- 
visions of that not very fruitful country were appropriated to supply 
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an army, when tbe hopes so long and fondly cherished of a govern- 
ment of aristocracy for its édifice and slavery for the foundation, were 
fast waning, a portion of the army encamped a day or two at Cheraw. 
a little aristocratie town on the right bank Of thé"Great Pedee river. 
While hère, a soldier visiting the tomb of one of the patriots of the 
Révolution, wrote the following inscription upon the tombstone. The 
Unes were copied by H. C. Steel, Hospital Steward of the 7th lowa, 
from whom I received a copy: 

Ye shades of patriots slumbering neath the sod, 

Know ye the woes of your unhappy state, 
Know ye the turf bas drank your childnens blood, 

And your loved homes are spoiled and desolate? 

Know ye the fane on which your fathers toiled, 

And which ye guarded as a sacred trust. 
Your wayward sons bave entered and despoiled, 

And cast its glorious idol in the dust? 

Know ye that treason o'er its sunny clime, 

lias blown its breath of perjury and strife, 
Know ye your sons espoused the hiaeous crime, 

And strucK with madness at the Nation's life? 

Know ye that the haughty and the proud like ones 

Are fieeing to the wood, the cane, the swamp, 
Know ye your mountalns, plains, and fair young groves, 

Are trailing neath an angry army's tramp? 

How can ye rest, how can your ashes sleep, 
While- war's dread chariot rolls above your head; 

Do not your bones with holy horror creep. 
As falls the blood your perjured sons hâve shed? 

Rouse, slumbering patriot, vlew the ruins made. 
And bid the traitor crew in shame disperse; 

Bid them restore the Union they destroyed, 
And doubly damn them* with a father's curse. 

The above verses are supposed to be the production of Comrade 
Frank Herrington, of Co. "G," the 7th lowa poet, and bave been in my 
possession since the war time days of '61 to *65. 

We marched across the river and camped about five miles from 
it. 7th. Marched out at 7 a. m. in a southeast direction till we reached 
the main Une. Our course northeast. We marched aboul eight miles 
toward Bennettsville. where we camped. We were unusually early 
in cilmp to-day, it being noon. The camp was in a pretty grove of 
hard plne and close to brigade headquarters. 
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8th. StarUd tbis morning at 8:00 a. m., moved on Lawrence^ 
burg road. It was misting slîghtly with a prospect of rain, which 
Boon proved to be a very wet day. Our progress was slow; we dld not 
make more than seven miles. The roads were bad and had to be 
corduroyed nearly ail the way in order to get the trains along. We 
crossed the Une of South CaroHna to-day Into North CaroHna. The 
country is rich, being nearly ail settled and abounding in forage which 
had been taken by the advance troops. 

9th. Moved ont at 6:00 a. m. and marched right along for sev- 
eral hoiirs. on Laurel hill road, when our progress became slow on 
account of bad roads and swampy ground. Towards night we came 
to a creek swollen with the heavy rains. The bridge gave way, pre- 
cipitating the mules and the trains into the river. Then the next 
thing was to flx the bridge, which was not done till mldnlght, the 
rain pouring down in torrents. We got no rest, many men never cross- 
ed the creek, but straggled off, built fires and slept. 

lOth. Moved eariy this morning. Thfe rain had ceased; the 
sky was hung with heavy, fleeting clouds; the air was cold, with a pros- 
pect of clearing up. We marched about seven miles and went into 
camp as we supposed about 4:00 p. m., but after dark the drders came 
to be ready to move immediately. The drum beat to fall in. We had 
to shoulder our knapsacks and start. , We fooled along wi(h the swamps 
and corduroy roads till 3:00 a. m., when we camped again. The night 
was very cool with white frost in the morning. Two nights without 
any sleep whatever. 

llth. We moved shortly after sunrise to Bethel church. The 
roads were worse t^an for some days previous. Marched about eigh- 
teen miles and camped within twelve miles of Payetteville on Rock»* 
fish river. No knowledge as yet whether the rebels hold town or not. 
Report says that our men are in possession of it. The army is getting 
nearly barefoot, men are picking up old mules and riding them. There 
is an enormous refugee train with us. negroes of ail sizes, âges, sexes, 
and many white people going along with us. 

12th. Started out about 8:00 a. m.; marched rapidly, as the roads 
were good, till we were in about two miles of Payetteville, when we 
camped. Country barr<3n and sandy, covered with pitch pine trees, 
which had been scarifted to get the sap for turpentine, resin and 
pitch. (The principal production of tnat vicinity. — Ed.) Out of ra- 
tions, nothing to eat but méat; nothing expected untll boats come up 
the river with supplies. 

13th. Laid still ail day; wrote a letter home; we put in a réqui- 
sition for olothing, but no idea when we shall get it. Received no 
mail or news. Do not expect any until we get to Goldsboro. Heard 
the rebels were at Kingston in force. 
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14th. Moved this morning toward the river; stacked arms at the 
bank and waited for the 17tb Corps to cross on pontoons. We then cross- 
ed over, marched across swamp to dry ground and camped. Could see 
gunlîoats and transports in the river from Wilmington. (First com- 
munication since we left Savannah. — Ed.) 

15th. Moved ont this morning, our régiment as advance guard. 
Marched about thirteen miles and came to Black river. Our régi- 
ment was selected to effect a crossing whi-le the division made a feint 
on the n\^in road. Lient. Folsom, with four volunteers in a small 
boat, reconnoitered and selected route. Before pontoons were laid he 
drove back rebel pickets, who were cooklng their supper, whlch they 
captTired and brought back after effecting a landing. The rebels 
were en the other side fronting the road with two pièces of artillery. 
While laying the pontoons they threw some shells and shot at us^but did 
notblng more than scare some of the boys. I was chopping some 
kindling from a stiimp. I heard rebel cannon, cast my eye thp.t wy 
and see a bill comlng, Hylng, tiimbling, lîke a foot bail. It was nearly 
epent and came so close that I had a chance to dodge. It stopped with- 
In el'îht feet of the stump that I was chopping. I went and picked it 
up, as I knew it was a solid shot. It was quite warm. If it had been 
a shell, my business was to get behind th€ nearest tree as quick as 
possible. We went up the stream atout a nàile and put in pontoons 
across the main channel, whlch was ten feet deep. On the other side 
was a swamp about 400 yards wide, and some places over four feet 
deep, which we had to wade after it was getting quite dark. The 
Johnnles evacuated. We came to their fires where they were cooking 
sMpper. We should jud.p'e there were a good many of them by the 
fires. We expectec} a warm réception, but they retreated without mak- 
Inrç défense. We came to drive them out and we advanced to the top 
of the hill without much opposition— one man in company "B" wound- 
ed. We went into camp and sent skirmishers out to the front. We 
could hear the skirmishers pop, pop, bang, halls whistling, shells 
shriekinT amonçst us as we advanced, while we were w^adlng the 
swamp. We advanced to tneir works and camped. 



THE CROSSING OF BLACK RIVER IN NOUTH CAROLINA. 

By Major Saml. Mahoon. 

Tt will be i^emembered that the campaign of Sherman's army 
through the Carollnas wns made in February and March, the period 
of heavy rains in that latitude, in conséquence of which the num- 
erous ri ver s to be crossed were running full and overflowing their 
banks, covering the adjacent bottoms. 
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On WedneBday, March 15, 1866, our division and brigade had the 
advance, and reaclied Black River about 2:00 o'clock in the aftemoon, 
only to flnd tbe bridge destroyed, with the enemy's cavalry in force on 
the other side, and with the river at flooû stage coverlng the low 
bottoms. 

Two companles of the 7th régiment were at once detalled, In 
command of the Major, to reconnoltre for a crosslng. About two 
miles above the road and burnt bridge, an old mill was found on high 
ground, ànd fortunately also a small rowboat. In front the river wae 
a roaring torrent, and beyond Its natural bed could be dlscovered from 
the hlgher bank the low heavily timbered ground, flooded as far as 
alght could reach through the timber. The boat was at once launched 
with two trusty rowers and an offlcer on board, and started on Its per- 
ilous reconnoissance across the river, and ânally disappeared In the 
flooded bottoms beyond, to ascertain, firstly, how far the flooded bot- 
tom extended, and secondly, if the bottom after crosslng the main 
channel was fordable for infantry. 

The flrst attempt was unsuccessful, bût a second attempt under 
Lient. Folsom, of Co. B, proved more successful. They dlscovered 
hlgh ground a quarter of a mile or more across the bottom, and re- 
ported that fréquent soundlngs of the route developed the feaslblllty 
of Infantry wading through It. No sooner was the report made to 
headquarters than the whole régiment was hurrled to the scène, pon- 
toons were rapldly placed across the main channel, the men dlrected 
to tle their cartrldge boxes and haversacks round thelr necks, and 
with the reconnoiterlng party as guides, the adventurous advance be- 
gan across an expanse of flooded bottom, with the chance of the enemy 
openlng flre at any moment, whlle the command were struggling In 
the water. By this tlme It had become pltch dark, but the régiment 
reached the hlgh ground on the opposite slde of'the rlvçr soaked to 
the skin and shivering in the Chili of a March nlght. At Intervais 
across tbe submerged ground could be heard the cries of comrades who, 
siezed with cramps, could not proceed, and were hanglng to the trees 
and shrubbQry awaitlng help to rescue them from thelr perilous po- 
sition. 

The régiment, however, formed Immediately and moved down the 
river toward the bridge, drlvlng the enemy from that slde. The 66th 
Illinois later made an attempt to cross at the same place to reinforce 
the 7th régiment, but in the pltch darkness the guide lost bis bearlngs, 
and Btrlklng deep water the régiment had to double back on Itself 
and retum to the hlther slde. 

After crosslng the river and galnlng the bridge head on the 
enemy*s slde, the régiment was compelled to weather out the nlght 
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wlthout rations or blankets, but succeeded in àrying their wet cloth- 
ing by building Ares. 

The Pioneer corps worked ail night on the bridge from which 
the enemy had been driven, and at daylight next morning the Army 
of the Tennessee began crosslng. 



16th. We dld not move till 10:00 a. m., when ail the rest of 
the division had crossed the river and passed. Gonsidering the hard 
night we had had, General Howard told Col. Parrott not to hurry our 
régiment to-day, nor march them until they had rested and had been 
fed. We marched about twelve miles and camped. Terrible rain In 
the night with heavy wind. 

17th. Resumed our march about sunrise. Qulte a contrast be- 
tween last night and this morning. Marched about seven miles and 
camped about noon near Little Cahara Creek, when we were ordered 
to throw up Works, which we did, the first time we had fortifled" on 
this campaign. 

18th. Moved out at 9:00 a. m., went back on the main road. 
Marched about twelve miles and camped about sundown. Just about 
when we were camping, passed a sign board that said, "48 miles from 
Raleigh, and 28 miles from Groldsboro." The countfy was settled with 
very many large plantations. Weather clear and pleasant. 

March 19th. Marched very slowly this morning with occasional 
stoppings until about dusk, when we began to travel; crossed Fallen 
Creek. ïleavy cannonadîng in the afternoon to our left. Reported 
that the 14th and 20th Corps had been repulsed. Knew that there was 
some business going on from the heavy cannonading. Did not get 
into camp at ail this night. 

BATTLE OF BENTONVILLE. 

20th. Morning found us still marching, trying to tum righl fiank 
of the enemy. By 2:00 p. m. from sunrise this morning we had made 
flfteen miles. Run on to the rebels. Very hard skirmishing in our 
front. Saw General Sherman, Logan and Blair. Sherman walked 
around as unconcerned as if nothing was going on. He came and 
stood by, our régiment for some time, looking over our temporary 
Works. Went out in front. It seemed dangerous for him to do so, as, 
if he should get hurt, we would lose a host in one man. 

21st. Hard skirmishing and fighting ail day. Rebels seemed 
quite stubborn. The fife major of our régiment was wounded. 

22nd. Laid still ail day in our works. The rebels left this 
morning — relreated. Went out in our front where the flght. was yester- 
day, saw a lot of dead rebels; some that had been wounded and not able 
to get away were burned in the timber lire and leaves which had been 
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set by the battle. It was a horrible sight; the flesh was literally 
roasled and charred. A pile of arms and legs where the rebels had 
a field amputation table. 

23rd. Marched towards Goldsboro. 

24th. Resumed the march towards Goldsboro, crossed the 
Neuse river and entered Goldsboro in the aftemoon. As we passed 
through we were reviewed by General Sherman. "ÇVe were rejoined 
by the 23rd Army Corps, which we left at Atlanta. 

25th. Remained in camp ail day; mail went ont to-day. Camp 
on the Newburn & Goldsboro R. R. Not recelved rations yet — prom- 
ised them to-morrow. Company "B" detailed for picket duty down near 
the R. R. No mail yet. 

26th. Company relieved from picket; drew full rations of hard 
bread, sugar, and coffee, but no méat; laid out a permanent camp, 
expecting to remain hère until another gênerai movement. Com- 
menced cutting logs and making shanties. * 

27th. Remained in camp ail day; received mail for the first 
time since we came hère; weather good. 

28th. Yet in camp; not many supply trains running on R. R. 
Said to be busy at Newburn. Weather good. 

29th. Weather cloudy, threatening rain. Received some potatoes, 
pickles and kraut from friends in lowa for troops. They were dis- 
tributed by spécial agents from home to see that they were given to 
the soldiers. Drew clothing and put in réquisition for more. 

31st. Weather fine; had dress parade in the evenlng. 

April Ist. In camp still; no mail or news. 

2nd. Cloudy, looks like rain. Dress parade. 

3rd. Clear and pleasant. No mail. Drill and dress parade in 
the after noon; 

4th. Weather warm and beautiful; no mail. 

5th. In camp ail day. No mail; no news. 

6th. In camp. Heard that Richmond had fallen. 

7th. In camp. Fall of Richmond confirmed. Dress parade. 

8th and 9th. Remained in camp statu-quo. 

lOth. Broke camp; left Goldsboro on Pikevllle road; marched 
14 miles in rain in the direction of Raleigh; did not camp until mid- 
night. Weather gloomy. 

llth. Resumed our march at 10:00 a. m.; went through a very 
swampy country. Marched ail night and rested at Buffalo swamp; 
halted in the morning only long enough to get our breakfast. March- 
ed twelve miles. 

12th. Moved out and march«d 18 miles; got in camp at 10:00 
p. m.; men extremely fatigued and the roads lined with stragglers. 
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Men fell out of the ranks exhausted, fàlling asleep by the roadaide. 
Heard of the surrender of Gen. Lee to Gen. Grant. 13th. Whlle halted 
at noon officiai order read of General Lee's surrender, near LowelL 
(The troops were ordered formed in close, coliimn hj dlTision and 
General Corse read the order to us from the top of a stump, and troops 
went wlld with enthusiasm and excitement. — Ed.) Only four miles 
from Raleigh. Rc^lned in the morning but cleared up in aftemoon. 
Country beautlful and fertile, best we hâve seen since leaving Tennes- 
see or Alabama. People said to be nearly ail Quakers, and I believe 
a great many of them are for the Union. 

14th. Marched out from our camp at 7:00 a. m., through Raleigh. 
Heviewed by General Sherman from the Capitol steps. Raleigh is a 
beautlful place, but small. The country is not surpassed by anything 
I hâve seen in the south; the trees are in new leaf ; fruit trees ail in 
blossom; everything has a bright, fresh and beautlful appearance. 
Camped one mile west of the city. 

15th. Marched in a northwest direction this momlng, six miles 
on Hillsboro road towards Morrisvllle, moved rapldly making 21 miles, 
but at night ^as only 12 miles from Raleigh. In the morning it ralned 
in torrents, roads streaming with water, every hollow was a creek, the 
brooks were swollen to the size of rivers, and we had to wade fre- 
quently in water two and three feet deep. Camped on the R. R. 12 
miles from Raleigh. 

16th. Laid still ail day. Varions reports as to surrender of 
Johnston with his army current, but nothlng known, had a very wet 
place for our camp. We occupied camp vacated by Kilpatrlck's cav- 
alry; weather clear and pleasant. 

17th. Laid in camp ail day. Rumored that Abraham Lincoln 
was assasinatcd; believed it; some did not; the effect -was apparent, 
a gloom fell over the army, fearlng it might be true. Many believe 
that negotiations are golng on between Sherman and Johnson in re- 
gard to capitulation. 

18th. The confirmation of the assasination of Président Lin- 
coln officially announced by General Sherman. It is a terrible blow 
to the country and army. At the same time the joyful news was pro- 
claimed of the surrender of General Johnson with his army from .the 
Rio Grande to the Potomac. 

19th. Remained in camp. The war really seems to be over, 
but we can hardly realize it. Varions reports as to when we are go- 
ing home, nothing known. Our camp Is in an extremely nasty wet 
place, and very unhealthy. We expected to move back to Raleigh to 
take up camp there. Remained in camp at Morrisville. The only topic 
of conversation is when will we go home? Many of General Lee's 
paroled men around. Weather warm and beautlful. 
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2l8t Moved back and took up our camp near Raleigh, expect- 
ing to remaln hère until we start home. Many reports as to how we 
are to go. Borne say we wlU be transported; others that we will hâve * 
to march through to the James river. The weather is warm and 
beautiful, crops looking well, corn just peeping ont of the ground, 
wheat up three inches high. This appears to be about the best wheat 
country we hâve vlsited. 

22nd. Clearing up camp, cutting and buming brush; will hâve 
a beautiful camp when we get it cleared up. Drew three days rations. 
Weather fine. 

23rd. Hemained in camp ail day. No drill or dress parade since 
we cape hère. 

26 th. Orant inspecte the division and army. 

29th. Moved in advance of division, and in rear of balance of 
Corps, 10 toiles to Neuse river; crossed and went into camp at dark; 
roads dusty. In camp till— 

May 1. Moved at 9:30 in rear Div. train 18 miles to near Louis- 
burg on Tan river; passed through Rollsville; went into camp at dark. 

2nâ. Moved at 5:00 a. m. through Louisburg to near Rich Lick 
Creek, three miles from Warrenton; passed through shady grove; went 
into camp at 5:00 p. m. 

8rd. Moved at 5:00 a. m. through Wferrenton, N. C. Went 
into catnp at noon on bank of Roanoke river; distance 16 miles. 

4th. Moved across river at noon; crossed state line into Vir- 
ginia One mile out; went into camp at near Moore's plantation, 10 
miles Irom Maherrin river at dark; distance 15 miles. 

6th. Moved at 6:00 a. m.; crossed Maherrin river and Reedy 
Creek to Nottaway river at Double Bridge; went into camp at dark; 
distance 30' miles. 

6th. Moved at 6:00 a. m., crossing Nottaway river, and into 
camp on Stony Creek at 1:30 p. m.; distance 16 miles. The country 
traveled over almost entirely destroyed. 

7th. Moved at 6:00 a. m., 15 miles to near Petersburg; passed 
Forts Duchene and Wadsworth, Gen. Grant's and the enemy's main 
Works and rifle-pits; went Into camp at 2:00 p. m. within the old rebel 
Works 

9th. Moved at 8:30 a. m.; passed thVough Petersburg in review; 
moved out on road to Richmond; went into camp at 3:00 p. m. 11 miles 
from Petersburg, between Proctor's and Kingsley's Creek and in sight 
of James River; distance 13 miles. 

lOth. Marched at 7:00 a. m. towards Manchester and went into 
camp at noon near James River, one mile from Manchester and in 
vlew of Richmond. 

llth. Visited Richmond, Libby Prison, Castle Thunder, etc. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



230 HlâTOttT Olf THtt SEVKNTH IOWA 

ISth. Marched ai 6:00 a. m.; crossed James River at Manchester 
on pontoons; passed through the principal streets of Richmond; 
moved out on Brook Ave. towards Hanover Court House, crossing 
Chickahominy Creek; went into camp at dark on Mallory's plantation, 
15 miles from city and 17 miles from camp; weather hot; wagons did 
not join command owing to bad roads. 

14th. Moved at 6:00 a. m. six miles to Hanover C. H.; overtook 
17th Corps; went into camp at dépôt. 

15th. Moved at 9:00 a. m.; crossed Pamunky River on pontoons; 
overtook the train; Ist Div. halted about three hours; moved about 
noon to White Chimney, near Reedy Creek; went into camp at 6:00 
p. m. nine miles from Hanover C. H. 

16th. Moved at 5:30 a. m.; crossed Reedy Creek and Mottapony 
River; passed through Bowling Green at noon and went into camp on 
MiU Creek at 5:00 p. m.; distance 18 miles. 

ITth. Moved at 5:00 a. m. on Fredericksburg road; passed 
through that place at noon; visited tomb of Martha Washington; went 
into camp at 5:30 p. m. on Potomac Creek; weather hot; distance 
24 m/iles. 

18th. Moved at 5; 00 a. m. in advance Div.; passed Stafford C. 
H.; crossed Agina Creek at Agina; crossed Copawawsee Creek and 
rested three hours on bank of Guantico Creek at Dumfries; went into 
camp at 6:00 p. m. near Powell's Creek; distance 20 miles; heavy 
rain in evening. 

19th. Moved at 10:00 a. m.; crossed Occaguan Creek at noon; 
went into camp at dark; distance 15 miles. 

20th. Moved at 5:30 a. m.; passed through Alexandria; went 
into camp at 1:00 p. m., two miles from town up the river; distance 
nine miles. 

21st and 22nd. In camp. 

23rd. Moved at 10:00 a. m. to near Long Bridge; went and 
camped on the Potomac, opposite Washington, near Long Bridge. 
Preparing to take part in the Grand Revlew tomorrow. Army of the 
Potomac being reviewed today, together with the cavalry of the East- 
em Army. Sherman's Army are getting to look well in their new uni- 
forms, and will make a good appearance to-morrow. Drew some 
sanitary goods Saturday, such as pickles, can fruit, tomatoes, and 
pocket handkerchiefs. Weather beautiful. 

24 th. Moved out thls moming, crossed Long Bridge, passed in 
review in the City of Washington. Reviewed by Gênerais Grant, 
Sherman and others, also Président, Secretary of War, members of 
the Cabinet with their ladies and others. It was a splendid military 
show. We were welcomed by the people of Washington and the na- 
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tion. The city was beautifully decorated wlth' festoons of drapery, 
flags and banners with mottoes of "Welcomer' "AU Hail Western 
Heroes," "Vicksburg," 'Shiloh." "AUanta," "Savannah." "Raleigh,- 
"Mission Ridge," "Welcome 15th and 17th Army Corps," and other 
tokens. I think this was the proudest day of my life. We had beard 
so much about the superiority and appearance of tne Eastem army 
that we were a little fearful they might outdo us in show and drill, 
especially after our long, arduous campaigns and marches just finish- 
ed, and before we had opportunity to drill and brush up; but we'hired 
thelr bands and with a détermination to do our best, started in. I 
witnessed the review of the Eastem troops the day before, and while 
ï did not think them so stalwart and robust as the boys of the West, 
I had to acknowledge they made a fine appearance. I was then an 
aid-de-camp on the staff of Brevt. Maj. General . Rice, and rode wlth 
him, heading the Fourth Division of the Fifteenth Army Corps. We 
came around the Capitol building and heaaed up Pensylvania Ave. 
marching in column; it seemed tô me the alignment was perfect, and 
the majestic cadence of that trlumphant army thaï had iiever been 
defeated was sîmply grand and magnlficent. As the head of the col- 
umn wheeled to the right at the Treasury building, I turned in my 
saddle and looked back the length of the avenue, and, as I saw that 
triumphant army, keeplng exact step to the inspiring music of the 
bands, amid the mad enthusiasm of the spectators, I could not restrain 
the tears of joy and pride. Then when Sherman's Bummers, with 
their mules loaded with camp kettles and mess pans, crested with 
crowing roosters and negroes, there was such a vociférons yell of de- 
light by the multitude that witnessed it that It fairly rent the heavens. 
We marched out H street to where now is the Soldiers' Home and 
went into camp. 

25th* Remained in camp cleaning up, policing, and putting up 
tents; wlll hâve a beautiful camp when we get cleaned up. We are 
allowed to eut small timber to make bunks with, but not allowed to 
use or burn any rails. We are about three miles north of Washington, 
(out H Street) but not in view of the city. W.eather gloomy with 
prospect of rain. A vlsitor was hère to-day from Charles City, lowa, 
Frank Wright, who was well acquainted with someof the boys. 

26th. Visited Washington to-day. Went through the Capitol, 
Patent Office and Smithsonian Institute. Was in the Presidenfs room, 
ilalls of Congress, etc. It is not possible to describe the grandeur of 
the building. It is sufficlent on first entering to flU the spectator with 
awe. 

27th. Remained in camp to-day; many went visiting Wash- 
ington. Should bave gone myself, but did not like to stay away from 
camp so much without permission. No drill or dress parade as we 
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generally hâve had before. Some visitors in camp, people from the 
North, visiting the boys in the army. 

28th. Everything still to-day; weather beautiful; no inspection 
or dress parade. It appears as though discipline is not goiirg to be 
strictly enforced as previously. Heard of Gen. Kirby Smith's surrender. 
Ail men not havlng one year to serve are being mustered ont. Bz- 
pect to be paid this week. Read "Napoléon and His Marshals." 

29th. Everything quiet; weather beautiful. We are longing for 
the time to corne when we shall start homeward. Papers say Army of 
Georgia ordered to Virginia side of Potomac, and the Army of the 
Tennessee to Louisville, Ky., there to be disbanded and sent to their 
own States and mustered out. It was not an order but I hope it may 
be true. 

30th. In camp ail day; had orders to hâve everything prepared 
to start on our joumey home, with four day s cooked rations. Go by rail 
to Parkersburg, from there by boat down the Ohio river to Louisville, 
Ky. Had dress parade. 

31st. LAid still ail day; dress parade in the evening. Ist Div. 
and part of the 2nd started for Louisville. Ëxpect to leave to-morrow. 
Régiment required to wear their Corps badges. 

June Ist. Laid still ail day. Expect to leave to-morrow for 
Louisville. Weather beautiful. 

2nd. Marched out to dépôt about 10:00 a. m.; drew two days ra- 
tions and embarked on the cars; at 2:00 p. m. at Annapolls Junction, 
took the left hand road via Harpers Ferry, where we arrived at 
daylight in the morning. 

3rd. Still on our railroad Joumey; slow progresB, only made 
ir>0 miles. 

4th. Reached Grafton Junction at daylight. Go from hère to 
Parkersburg; crossed the Alleghanies; had to put on two locomotives 
to climb them. 

5th. Found ourselves at Parkersburg this morning; had a chance 
to make coffee for the flrst time; marched down to the Ohio river; 
found a fieet of boats waitiçg for us; boarded a stem wheeler called 
the Camélia; run down the river about flfty miles; changed boats for 
a larger one called thé Telegraph, a side wheeler, splendid boat 

6th. Still on our joumey down the Ohio. 

7th. Arrived at Cincinnatti at 2:00 p. m., reached Louisville at 
6:00 p. m.; debarked and marched about six miles and went into camp. 
It was exceedingly warm and the men fell out exhausted; straggling 
equal to anythlng eter witnessed. Men feel bitter that they should be 
forced to such extrêmes now that the war Is over. 

8th. Moved our camp this morning to place selected. Hâve a 
beautiful place, with beech and mulberry trees for shade; water handy. 
Drizzling rain. 
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9th. Remained in camp. Went to Woodlawn races in the af- 
temoon. Rained 8ome. 

lOth. Went to the races in the aftemoon; saw Asteroid run 
a three mile heat and win the race against Red Oak and Loadstone. 
Loadstone bolted and Red Oak distanced. Half the régiment in the 
guard house for running the guards and going to the races. Ail re- 
leased soon after dark. (The race track was less than half a mile 
from camp. — Ed.) 

llth. Remained in camp. Waa told by the officers sevèral days 
ago that we should hâve lumber to build bunks to keep us oif the 
damp ground, which promise is not yet fulfilled. No wood to cook 
with and strict orders not to bum fences. Men restless, threatening 
to do something desperate if something is not done for us soon. 
Heat unbearable. 

12th. Remained Un camp, nothing of importance going on. 
Men are getting very uneasy with an intense désire to go home. 
Went to meeting in the evening to a church near the Woodlawn race 
course. Weather showery; heat desperate. 

13th. LAid in camp ail day. Nothing done about lumber, are 
compelled to lay on the ground. We are told that we were going 
home, but that appears to be about the same as the fue) aiid lumber 
question. I know of nothing more outrageous than this treatment, 
whether from the government or others in power. Had dress parade. 

14th. Remained in camp. Régiment went on guard along the 
road. A sutler opened up, claiming the right to sell to our régiment 
Weather beautiful. 

15th. Remained in camp; régiment on grand guard. Weather 
beautiful. 

16th. Remained in camp. Had inspection. 62nd Ills. being paid 
off. Weather very warm. 

17th. Paid off to-day, getting once more some of Uncle Sam's 
greenbacks. 

18th. Nothing transpiring to-day; heavy rain storm in the 
evening. 

19th. LAid in camp; everything quiet; had inspection of arms. 

July 3. Prize drill on Woodlawn course. 

4th. (Mènerai Sherman takes farewell of the Division. 

6th. 62nd Ills. mustered out. 

9th. 12th Ills. mustered out. 

llth. 7th lowa mustered out. 2nd lowa mustered out. 

12th. 50th Ills. mustered out. 

The régiment was mustered out at Ridgeway station, near 
Louisville, K., July 14th, 1866, and sent to Davenport, lowa, and there 
provided with transportation to our différent hbmes. 
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WHAT I RBMBMBER OP COMPANY "B." 
By Andy Felt. 

Soon after the fall of Fort Sumpter there commenced the or- 
ganization of an indépendant volunteer company in Chickasaw coun- 
ty designated "The Lincoln Guards." In May, if memory serves me 
right, the company was organized by th€ élection of Gideon Gardner 
Captain, Robt. G. Renlger Ist Lieutenant, George Dodge 2nd Lieu- 
tenant, Fred Bosworth Orderly. This company became Ck>. "B," of 
the famous Seventh lowa Infantry. It was a bitter disappointment 
to ail of us that many weeks elapsed before we were swom into the 
U. S. service at Camp Warren, Burlington. I shall never forget the 
trip from Nashua to Dubuque. There were "copperheads" in those 
days. Soon after our arrivai attention was called to the fact that 
Dennis A. Mahoney had failed to display the fiag at his newspaper 
office as "The Lincoln Guards" marched by it. Lient. Reniger, Mr. 
Tisdale and myself were appolnted a commlttee to caJl on Mr. Ma- 
honey and' ask him to hoist the fiag over his office. Being the only 
democrat on the committee, the writer was named to "speak" to Mr. 
Mahoney. The flag was put up at once and ail was serene. 

You and I will never forget our réception at St. Louis. "Hurrah 
for JefF Davis" was frequently heard and, looking back at the inci- 
dent, after ail that has passed, the wonder is that there was not a 
riot before we reached Benton Barracks. 

Lieut. Dodge and the writer had leave to Visit the city one day 
and went to the hospital near Fourth and Olive to visit some of our 
boys sick with measles. There were hundreds of cases in the hospital. 
I noticed few men in at tendance, but scores of "Sisters of Mercy," 
caring for our sick comrades. This is mentioned because it illustrâtes 
how one little incident may knock a car load of préjudice out of a 
human heart. From that day to this, devoted Protestant as I am, I 
hâve never met any member of the Catholic woman's benevolent so- 
cleties that I hâve not lifted my bat and bowed my head, in memory 
of that St. Louis hospital in 1861. It taught me more clearly the les- 
sons of charity and fraternity than ail previous expérience and ob- 
servation. 

Companies "B" and "H" were sent on detached duty to Potosi 
to watch the lead interests. Our captain was post commandant, and 
the writer was post adjutant. Perhaps the boys will remember the 
little paper we publislied— ^"Lauman's Left Bower." Wish I had a 
copy of it. The unique name was my suggestion. Za Rutnerford and 
the writer slept in the office whlle the little paper was being bom, 
for fear the Johnnies would steal it. Now don't you laugh! You re- 
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member "The Flag Order?'' Wasn't It absurd? Some of the boye 
had hoisted the stars and stripes over a red bam. Some fellow sadly 
in need of a baptism of patriotic common sensé went to the comman- 
dent and roared because of that flag raising. The commandant told 
tne adjutant to write an order forbidding such flag raisings. The 
adjuta'nt handed him this: "If any man haul down the American 
Flag, shoot him on the spot.— John A. Dix." That ended the flag 
incident so far as the adjutant was concerned. 

Another amnsing thing cornes to my mind. A Connecticut 
Tankee owned a farm and many fat sheep near Jeotosi. The boys 
had peaches, cream and mutton! That Yankee was one of the mean- 
est rebels in that neck of the woods. He would neither flght or nin 
away. He complained to the commandant that our boys were eating 
his sheep. The captain thought that impossible, but the taste of lamb 
was in his mouth so he referred the fellow to. the adjutant. The lat- 
ter replied that sheep had often invaded the camp and had been killed 
in self défense. The old chap's comments would not read well in print. 

You remember we found Mose Conger, of Floyd, residing at 
Potosi. Charlie Trott, as brave and true a man as llves, was taken 
ill of fever. My request secured for him good care and quarters at 
the Conger résidence. After the raid on Webster, where we captured 
several tons of bacon, I ordered the driver to leave severai hundred 
pounds of that bacon at Ck)ngers. You see my idea was that Charlie 
Trott would be cured by the bacon, ana that the Congers needed it 
in their business. I reported ail the Webster capture to headquarters 
at St Louis, but did not mention the bacon left at Congers. That Is 
the only act of the writer that can be construed as defrauding Uncle 
Sam. 

One day news came that JefC Thompson was buming bridges 
and that we were eut ofC from St. Louis. Telegraph wires were eut. 
There was a Union force at Ironton south ol us. I volunteered with 
G. J. Tisdale to go to Ironton for supplies of cartridges and other 
things. We went on a locomotive from Minerai Point. It was an ex- 
ci ting ride. The engineer was a staunch Union man. He said to us, 
"Ail you fellows hâve to do is to hang on!" That locomotive danced 
ail sorts of jigs on that crooked track, and it seemed to me that we 
would certainly be "spilled" out, but we arrived at Ironton ail right. 
If it was to do over again, the writer would let the other fellow take 
the ride. The order for supplies was safely hidden in my shirt pocket 
Adjt. Gen. Dutch told me I had better wash my face before seeing the 
commandant. A glance at the mirror told me that the coal dust and 
smoke had made me black as a negro. Dutch was the son of Alfred 
Dutch, formerly of a Chicago ^ally paper, and treated us royally. He 
said his mother was a Felt. "There is somethlng in a name." We 
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secured the supplies and retumed to Potosi, and con]t)anies "B" and 
"H" were sure they could "put down the rébellion" in short order. 

A few years ago Hon. Wm. Tuckër wrote me from Washington, 
enclosing a letter I had written him from Potosi. He said it contained 
a prophecy worth preservlng. In that letter I had written him that 
the rébellion would never be conquered until the slaves were treated 
as contrabaçd of war the same as mules and other property. That 
was the sentiment of every man in Co. "B" so far as could be leamed 
at that time. ' Tears afterward the en tire North applauded 6en. Butler 
for uttering the same sentiment entertained by Go. "B" in September, 
1861. But events make history and ihe dlctum of a major-general far 
outweighs the expression of prlvate soldiers. 

STORY OF THE MAN IN THE BLOUSE. 

Soon after the detachment Joined the régiment at Ironton, Col. 
LAuman ordered a détail of twenty-seven from Co. "B" for headquarter 
guard duty. The writer was made officer of the guard. 

Thls incident showed how little our officers then knew of mil!- 
tary usage. 

The brigade at Ironton was commanded by U. S. Grant. None 
of us had ever heard of him. We were ail in love with Gol. Lauman. 
The officer of the day was from Hecker's régiment. When we went 
on duty as guards at the court house the officer instructed me, "Do 
not allow any person to approach that commissary building." After 
the guards had been stationed, unearthly noises in the baâement of 
the court house began to annoy me. Toward sundown my investiga- 
tion showed that a score of Hecker's men were confinèd there and 
had been there slnce the night before, sent up for drunks and disor- 
derly conduct. Not a word of instruction had been given me regarding 
the men in the guard house, so, after dark, when the noisy complaints 
of the prisoners became unbearable, I unlocked the door and told 
the men tb "go and sin no more." Why I was not locked up for the 
trick I cannot understand. If there was a more verdant man in the 
army than the writer, he has not been discovered. 

About 10:00 p. m. I heard the sentinel at the commissary Duilding 
cry, "Hait!" and at once went to leam the cause. He (it was Frank 
Hurley, I think) told me that two men had tried to pass him toward 
the building, and he told them "Hait, damn you, or l'il shoot." The 
men vanished. 

I praised him for his courage and returned to the court house 
and was making an entry on the guard book when a man in uniform 
and sword entered and said, "Where is the officer of the guard?" He 
was promptly told that the writer was the officer of the guard. He 
seemed to doubt my word. My uniform was a pair of citizen's pants, 
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shoes, tt grey wool shirt and an oia slouched hat. He' eyed me keenly 
and flnally said, "You wiU report at General Orant's headquarters at 
once."' It was my turn to look at him pretty sharp. I replied, "Tell 
the General I wul corne down pretty soon." If the look of surprised 
QiSdain on that offlcers faoe could be placed on canvas it would sell 
for a fortune. A few minutes later I went down to the cottage in the 
orcliard where Grant had his headquarters. The sentinel told me 
there was a screw loose. The door was open and I walked in wlthout 
removing my hat. "Young man you should remove your hat when you 
enter hère." This was said by a handsome man in a new uniform 
whom I promptiy saluted, thinking to myself that Grant waç a good 
looker and fine dresser. There was a cheap table in the room, behind 
which sat a smallish man wlth a sandy beard. He wore an old blouse 
and I supposed he was the cook or hostler. He addressed me. "Are 
you the oflacer of the guard? What ordw did you glve the sentry 
at the commissary building?" 

The surprise at being thus addressed by "the man in the blouse/' 
almost dazed me. But direct answers were made to his inquirles. 
Then came this, "Did you order him to shoot wlthout asking the 
countersign?" It was explained to him that no countersign had been 
given to us and orders given to shoot. Then "How are the members 
of my staff who sleep in that building to go in there tonight?" "Your 
staff nor any one else can enter that building. My orders are to allow 
no person to paBS the guard Une." 

If you could hav^ seep the look on the face of the sandy bearded 
"man in the blouse" at that moment you would never bave forgotten 
the scène. His lips were pet like a steei trap. His eyes gave a steady 
light, causing it to 4awn on my dull mind that "the maû in the blouse" 
was General Grant! 

It seemed to me he would never stop looking Into my eyes. But 
It was only for a few seconds. Then a smile seemed to be struggling 
for a place on his lips and he said In a pleasant tone: 

"Young man, you can go to your post again." 

The young man went. Little did I then dream that in later life 
in two national conventions my vote would be cast for that sandy 
bearded "man in the blouse" for Président of the United States. 

No member of Grant's staff slept In that commissary building 
that night. The interview in the orchard cottage gave me a night- 
mare for the remaining hours on duty, and when the wrlter related 
the affair to Col. Lauman the next day, that grand» brave commander 
of the 7th lowa, said: "Don't worry, young man; you obeyed orders 
to the letter, and I will* stand by you." That was the last of it so 
far as the writer knows, but this Grant incident is properly enough 
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related in thèse confessions of a chump who &new but precious little 
of military affairs, but did the best he knew. 

One of the worst scares I had in the service was at Charleston 
bridge where Cîo. "B" had been sent from BircPs Point. We had gone 
into camp at dusk. The Johnnies had fired the bridge and fled. It 
was October. Eights out; no ares. Our position was to be kept secret. 
The night was dark. Suddenly a gun shot on the picket Une. "Bvery- 
body fail in!" Then came the loud spuealing of a pig. Everybody was 
hungry in a minute. No enemy but the pig. He'was a Johnny cross- 
ing the picket line and was shot. Order for secrecy reversed. A 
are waè kindled. The pig was roasted and eaten. Then fate was 
grim again. A picket came in and said hundreds of Johnnies were at 
the bridge. The flre cast a dim light over the river bottom and there 
seemed to be hundreds of men standing west of the bridge. Not much 
sleep. AU ready for trouble at daybreak. The dawn solved the mys- 
tery. Not a Johnny within five miles. Clumps of cypress knees out- 
lined in the flrelight had caused the f right. "One may as well be 
killed as frlghtened to death." 

Nov. 9th the régiment embarked at Bird's Point with the Ôrant 
Brigade to drive the enemy from Belmont. Lieut. Dodge and the 
writer had tented together. His manner that morning impressed me 
deeply. He insisted that we should leave our watches and valuables 
in the tent. He seemed sure that he would be killed that day. No 
reasonlng of mine could remove the shadow from his heart. There 
was a Damon and Pythias affection between us. His mood saddened 
me. He was of faultle^s deportment, brave, gênerons and true. In 
the midst of the battle, when the air was sulphurous with bursting 
Shell, and the leaves under the trees were on flre; when ail was confu- 
sion; after Col. Lauman and Capt. Gardner had been shot and left 
the field; when dead and dying men in blue and gray were tinting the 
earth with their life blood, Geo. Dodge was seeking to rally the scat- 
tered men. Panic was in the air. An Illinois soldier was dying at 
my feet; he begged for water. I lifted his head, gave him water from 
my canteen, and tried to make him more easy. Dodge ran up to me 
saying: *'Hurry Andy! We are being surrounded." 

I intended to follow him at once but the dying man implored 
nie to loosen his belt, which I did just as his life went out. Troops 
were hurrying past and at that moment a field oflicer rode up and com- 
manded the remuant of boys to pull a cannon up a little mound. His 
order was obeyed. There were not over forty of us of différent régi- 
ments. Col. Wentz rode up and pointed to a steamer laden with John- 
nies coming across from Columbus. The gun was aimed at the boat 
and the bail went through the smoke stack, we were told later. A 
volley from the woods west of us wounded some of t)ur men. It seemed 
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to me that the Illinois régiment In cadet uniform was flring upon us 
by mistake. Moving a few paces toward them as they had ceased flr- 
ing, I yelled to them "Don't flre, this Is the Seventh lowa." Then they 
gave the "yell" and started towards us on the double quick. 

Then one of those fool things happened. So soon as It was seen 
that we were in a cul de sac our boys flred at them. We had then 
about thirty men unhurt. The régiment of Johnnies returned the flre 
and in a moment were upon us. Tannahill was standing by my side 
when the hall storm of bullets broke loose. Placing his hand to his 
chln I noticed that his chin whiskers had been plowed through, draw- 
ing blood from a skin wound on his throat. Cîol. Wentz was killed. 
Morton shot through the abdoipen. Howard and Za Rutherford badly 
wounded in the arm. Calab Green shot in the breast. Every man 
there had a close call. A dozen men of other companies were badly 
wounded. Something occurred to me then. A dozen Johnnies seemed 
determined to hâve a ring from my flnger. Then my tongue broke 
loose. It never did hâve any sensé. An officer dressed in a red shirt 
and slouched hat pushed the men aside and said: 

"I will take charge of this man." 

My thought was, "Grevions words stir up anger" and my doom 
is at hand. The offlcer pointed to my breast and uttered words I un- 
derstood. Then I noticed that the belt passing over my shoulder had 
been ripped by a bullet revealing a mystic pin fastened to the breast 
of my coat. He had noticed the pin. 

At the moment a mounted Johnny came riding up carrying the 
blcod stained and bullet torn flag of one of our régiments. Then in 
spite of my efforts to be calm, my 11 ps quivered and the unbidden tears 
rolled down my cheeks. Seeklng for my handkerchief, and not flnding 
it, it came to my mind that it had been used to bind up the wounded 
hand of comrade Cotton several hours before. The offlcer said, **I will 
take you to the boat and go with you to Coïumbus.*' He was informed 
that Za Rutherford and Caleb Gresne must be taken with me, and 
that they must be cared for. He promptly assented. So the solemn 
march began. The boys were dying of thirst. A Johnny said he 
would fill my canteen for me. The canteen never came back. 

The trip oVer the river was short but it seemed an âge to me. 
Co. "B" had been eut to pièces. I recalled that H. I. Smith had been 
terribly wounded whlle slmost at my elbow. The picture of ail the 
tcys from Flojd and Chickasaw passed before my eyes like a vivid 
dream. 

At Colnmbus the sidewalks were literally covered with the 
bodles of dead and dying men; many of them Seventh lowa boys, but 
mostly cf Illinois régiments, and many boys in gray. We were taken 
to a dirty barge lying at the wharf and surprised to find it nearly 
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full of prisoners taken over Uie river ahead of us. Am sorry hâve lost 
Dame of the Tennessee captain in tlie red flannel. He took my brother-in- 
law, Za Butherford, to the rebel liospital and took me along to as^st him. 
From this the rebels mistook me for a surgeon. I helped dress Ruth- 
erford's very serions wounds, but soon convinced the Johnnies that 
I knew no more of surgery than a cat does of Kansas politics. The 
rebel hospital was over the post office, and the discovery soon made 
that the rebel dead and wounded far outnumbered ours. It was an 
awful place. 

On Sunday the postmaster came in and said to me, "Gen. JelT 
Thompson is down stairs and wants to see you." That was not the 
kind of ne^B to make me happy, but down stairs we went. Oen. Jeff 
said, "When mayor of St. Joseph, Mo., I went off to Chicago on a big 
drunk with several lowa mayors, perhaps you know them and can 
tell me about them." It happened that two of them were friends of 
mine. (One was Gen. Hodgdon, of Dubuque.) âo the visit with Jeff 
was a short respite. When he left he said,"Come,Iowa,give us a toast." 
I promptly replied, "Well, Général, hère is to the American Union!" 

Quick as a flash he poured water into the glass of brandy, and 
said, "Ail right, lowa, half and half," and shaking my hand hastily. 
off he went. He was witty of speech and a dangerous bushwhacker. 

The wounded were taken up the river and exchanged. That left 
105 who were taken down the river. Seven of thèse, I think, were of 
Co. "B." The balance mostly Illinois men. There were several cap- 
tains and staff offlcers. Morton died qn the bftrge. The fact that Geo. 
Dodge had been killed was not known to me for more than a year. 
Dan McTaggart escaped, was captured and eçcaped again. He was 
murdered in cold blood in southern Kansas ^ few years ago. We were 
boated to Memphis. We had a réception. The roofs and streets were 
covered with people anxlous for a sight of the hated "Yanks." They 
hurled missles at us and rained anathemaS upon our defenseless 
heads, but no one was hurt. First they quartered us in a cotton shed, 
then moved us to Bird Hiirs slave markets. When we marched in 
there, Capt. Twiss, Col. John A. Logan*s wagon master, literally ex- 
ploded. Twiss said: 

"Don't this beat hell! The last time I was hère it was to bring 
in a lot of runaway nlggers, when I was IT. S. marshal under Président 

Buchanan! Now thèse d d southerners are trying to break up 

the Union!" 

Then Capt. Twiss said something really profane. The boys or- 
ganlzed a mock U. S. senate with ail the states represented. The 
writer was the presiding offlcer. 

The rebels were not in love with thèse senate discussions, and 
soon stopped the proceedings and we were moved to the Botanical 
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Médical Collège out on Corinth road. Before the removal three of us 
were selected by lot to go to Colnmbus, they said to be exchanged. 
Three more happy mortals never lived. Alex. Sutton, of Logan's régi- 
ment, was one of them. He now lives in Illinois. Regret cannot re- 
call name of third man. At Columbus we were Kept under close guard 
three days and the Rebs told us we had been brougnt up to be shot 
in retaliation for some Yank's meanness. We each weighed a ton on 
our arrivai at Columbus. but that bit of news reduced us to normal 
welght. We dld not belleve the story but there was something about 
the statement not a bit consoling. 

You may regard this statement as confldential. Had we known 
the brutal treatment to corne in the foUowing summer, a sentence of 
death then and there would not hâve been as hard to bear. We were 
surprised when we were again on a steamer headed for Memphis. 
Why we were taken to Columbus is yet a mystery. At New Madrid 
several Rebs came aboard. Among them Dr. McDowell, of St. Louis, 
one of the most blatant secessionists of that period. Col. Branden- 
burg, of Arkansas, soon opened up a talk with me and was taken 
aback when told that three Démocratie Congressmen from Illinois 
were leading regimei^ts in Grant's brigade. He knew Logan and 
Foulke. Said he was a Douglass elector in Arkansas the year before 
and had told his people that they could never eut the Mississippi 
river in two, and that sécession was a mistake. The talk wound up 
by his insisting that we go into the cabin and take dinner with him. 
We went. A handsomely dressed rebel Major from Charleston, South 
Carollna, sat directly opposite me, and he was very angry at seeing 
the blue uniforms at the cabin table and talked abusively of "The 

d d Yankee abolitionists of the North who were invading the 

South." He looked insultingly at*me. I felt that anger was masfer- 
ing my discrétion, and finally in a voice of wrath said to him: 

"I am a prisoner of war, but if allowed to speak heré, would 
llke to reply to your misstatements." . . . .. 

There was a commotion in that cabin. Evety kiïife affd fprk 
was dropped. Col. Brandenburg, who sat next to nie, brought his blg 
flst down on that table with such force that the glass and china 
danced a jig. Col. B. said: 

"Thèse gentlemen are my guests, and an insuit to them is an 
insuit to me. Young man, you can talk ail you please." 

Then the rebel Major heard some **hot stuff." He was told among 
other things that the writer was named after Andrew Jackson who, 
three décades before had notified a distinguished South Carolinian 
that nulliflcation was treason, and that the man who flred upon the 
American flag was a traitor and ought to be hung. 

. The rebel Major was white with rage and left the table, and 
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we saw no more of him. But the incident drew Ck)1. B. doser to U8, 
and upon our arrivai at Memph'is the next day, when the armed guards 
ordered us to fall into Une and march up to the prison. Col. B. said, 
"No! Thèse gentlemen will flrst go with me to the Gayosa hôtel for 
dinner." And we did. It was a square meal and the last one we had 
for nearly a year. Col. B. wanted to buy me a suit of clothes and to 
accept some money. His gênerons offer was flrmly declined, "as we 
shoold not be prisoners long." He bade us a sad good-bye. Col. Bran- 
denberg was a brave,trUe,generous man. Wish we could meet him again. 

In December a serions attack of fever found me lying on the 
floor in the collège. Wisner, Nye and Tannahill were greatly worried. 
One day Tannahill said the rebel In charge had tofd him we could ail 
get out if we would not take up arms again. "What do y ou think of 
that, Andy?" "Tannahill, you bave children and must décide for 
yourself. As for Andy, ne will die flrst." Tannahill took my nand. 
rubbed my aching head, and said "Andy, I will stay with you to the 
en^." Brave fellow! He was a living skeleton when we reached Ann- 
apolis late in -October, 1862, and died the following day. Tannahill 
was a hcro. His widow llves in Kansas now. The elder Morton, of 
Co. "B," died in Kansas. 

Soon after that I was taken to the Overton Hospltal and was 
kindly and skillfully treated by Dr. Curry, of Nashville, I remember 
him with gratitude. Yellow jaundice and rheumatism attacked me. 
For several months could not raise my left hand to my lips. The doc- 
tor would not allow me to talk, but told me the North would be 
whipped; that the slaves would raise crops and the Southern whites 
do the'flghtlng. The writer suggested that the slaves would aid the 
North when posted. Dr. Curry said, "My body servant will watch 
with you to-night. If he knew you was a Northern soldier he would 
run from the hospital." Along in the night I was awakened and saw 
at the foot of the cot a fat yellow boy neatly dressed. His intent look 
made me nervous. He said, "Massa, ain't you one of dem Linkum 
soldiers? Massa Curry told me you was one of dem Arkansaw fellers, 
but the more Massa Curry tell me dat the more dis chile no belebe 
him." 

It seems the doctor had brought him in while sleep came to 
my rescue. Pinding me so sleepy the slave said: "Well, massa, I know 
you is, and you hâve lots of friends down in the kitchen." He tried 
to hide oranges under my pillow. Hère was a révélation. This was 
in December, 1861. Even then the slaves in the towns had a myster- 
ious knowledge boding no good to their masters. But the treachery 
of Dr. Curry's slave disgusted me. Dr. Curry never heard of it. 

One day three women walked into the little room and took a 
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long look at me, as a live "Tank" in a hospltal with hundreda of 
wounded Johnnies waa a curiosity. Noting my wakefulness, one 
woman gave me a lecture on the horrid conduct of the "Yankees." 
She boasted of her South Carolina birth and consigned me and the 
entire "Yankee" race to the "bottomless plt." Her talk senred as . 
a tonic; it amused and strengthened me and I managed to tell her 
I was not a "Yankee," but a native of New York. Like a spitfire 
she repHed: "The meanest Yankees I know are New Yorkers." That 
squelched me entirely. The other two women tried to talK viciously 
but did not succeed very well. They left me feeling amused and 
really better for their vlsit. 

A very singular thing happened the followlng day after sur- 
geons call, when one of the three ladies aforenamed entered and 
placed où the chair near my head something covered with a white 
cloth. She said, "We talked roughly to you yesterday. Hope you 
are no worse. I hâve brought you a bowl of soup." 

I looked at the bowl she lifted irom the chair, then looked square- 
ly Into her eyes, but did not speak. She said, "I know you think this 
bas poison in it." There was a moisture in her eyes; a sadness in her 
face that made me hâte myself for thinking evil of her — for she had 
read my thoughts correctly. 

She continued, "You hâve many friends in Memphis. Three 
of my brothers are in the Union army from Ohio. I was teaching 
hère when hostilities began and could not get away. So I hâve to 
be a pretty good rebel while hère." Am so ashamed that her name 
was not taken at that time. Weeks after, when my strength was retnm- 
ing,she brought me a book to read,"The Last Days of Pompeii," and it 
gave me solid comfort. God bless that dear woman wherever she may 
be. In March early, ail prison ers were taken to Mobile, via Ck>rinth 
by rail, thence by steamer to Tuscaloosa. Dr. Curry said the trip 
might kill me, but it didn't. Was so ill when taken to the steamer 
at Mobile that I remember nothing of it. 

Dr. David Whitnell, John A. Logan's surgeon, was one of the 
prisoners and looked after me. He told me later that the boat cap- 
tain gave him a bottle of Georgia peach brandy, and he dosed me with 
it. Probably made me full as a tick, but it didn't make me feel like 
a peach. When sensés retumed was in a room in hospital of prison 
at Tuscaloosa. Dr. Thomas Fishburn Lee was surgeon in charge at 
Tuscaloosa, and he treated me more like a brother than a foe. That 
was the third time that the little mystic pin on my now ragged blue 
coat had, without my knowledge, brought me aid in the sorest need. 
The rations at Tuscaloosa were horrid. The corn bread was in flat 
cakes three feet square, three inches thlch, and so hard that the boys 
used Iron pokers to break it. • 
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One April day after the wounded from Shiloh were brought 
there, that infamous wretch, Wertz, came into the room where not 
a man was able to walk. He had a revolver in each hand and threat- 
ened to shoot the entire party of prisoners. His language was too vile 
to print. He was hung in Washington at the close of the war for his 
inhuman treatment. He is the only person at whose death the writer 
really rejoiced. 

One day, crawling to an open window, my head was out to 
catch the fresh air. The clîck of a gun lock caused my eyes to glance 
downward. There was a Johnny aiming at me with his old musket, 
I was angry enough to bite a file. He said, "You Yanks must keep 
your heads in or we-uns will shoot. Them's orders'." His inimit- 
able drawl as he lowered his gun, would bave drawn a smile from 
a tombstone. The next moming the affair was reported to Dr. Lee, 
who said the order was infamous but that it was posted on the prison 
doors, properly signed by Gen. Winder. He told me that an lowa boy 
had been shot for standing in an open doorway. It was a fiendish 
murder. Gen. Winder's infamous, brutal order was a disgrâce to 
American civilization. 

Later, last of May, perhaps, the prisoners were moved to Mont- 
gomery. Several men died of small pox in Tuscaloosa hospital. I 
was too ill to be moved with my comrades to Mohtgomery.but was sent 
:here later. • Met Col. Knight. of Floyd, there and he gave me a 
breakfast that astonished my stomach. In due season the prisoners 
were moved to Camp Oglethorpe,Macon.Ga. That camp was another 
name for Hell with a blg capital H. It was"a place of torment." Major 
Rylander had charge. He was not a soldier. He was a bushwhacking. 
cowardly "home guard." He was not "a man." Simply a **thing" 
in boots and spurs. He had no heart and only an apology for a 
gizzard. Rylander was a small édition of Wertz. He is probably 
still llving. The Devil wouldn't accept him. No bullet could flnd him 
and no alligator, would eat him. When thinking of Camp Oglethorpe 
I try to exercise a Christian spirit, but its memories make me feel 
Hke the Devil! 

Hundreds of our brave fellows were literally starved to death. 
Many were shot on the dead line. The water was fllthy. The food 
would upset the stomach of a Hottentot. The sand, the blankets, 
the clothing, the air, literally alive with vermin. Several thousand 
prisotiers were there that year, 1862, coming and going. If the un- 
known graves could only speak what a horrid story they would tell. 
There were days and nights of horror in that camp no pen can describe, 
no tongue can tell. Why it was permitted, God only knows. How any of 
us survived its horrors is an unsolved mystery. 

Amid ail its horrA-s I never heard a company "B" man utter a 
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Word that denoted failing courage. Hope inspired each of tliem. 
July Fourth, 1862, will ne ver be forgotten by those llving who were 
in Camp Oglethorpe that day. The boys grouped together and sang 
The Star Spangled Banner and America. They entered into the spirit 
of the glorious day. They were in bondage but the spirit of freemen 
burned within them. The Rebel guards came close to the dead Une 
and sang The Bonnie Blue Flag and Dixie. The writer sat by Hank 
Wisne/ on the sand and thought over the story of Bunker Hill and of 
Marion and his men. 

Our- rations were rice, meal, densely populated side méat and 
"cofTee' made of parched grain and bugs, principally bugs. Our bed 
was rough boards with a ragged blanket. Gharlie Webster came to 
my bed one day saying, "We shall ail die hère. We are being staxved 
to death." Wisner and Nye tried to argue him out of that idea. That 
night Webster lay down upon the sand and died. A broken heart! 
He was from Fort Madison. August was a terrible month. A sand 
dune in front of our quarters was "the dead pile.** Every mbmlng 
those who had died at night were thrown on that sand heap. Nye 
and Wisner lay upon my right and left My limbs were useless. My 
blood seemed frozen in spite of the beat No men were ever more 
loyal to a brother than Nye and Wisner to me. Will some one send 
me Wisner's address? One day Nye said, "Andy, I am going to leave 
you. I know it. I dreamed last night that the ground was whlte. 
I saw a cutter drive .up to the old home in York state, and my motjier 
came to the door, received a. letter and said, *My boy is dead.' It 
means me, Andy, I cannot shake it off." His mind was shakçn. 

Nye and the writer were lovers. It was said in prison that we 
looked alike. His words were so solemn that it nearly killed me, 
but Wisner and I tried to talk him out.of it. Within two days Nye was 
dead. A more genuine comrade never lived. After his body Was 
carried to the dead pile, one of the boys came to my side, looked at me 
intently, and said, "Why, Andy, you are alive? I just saw you on 
the dead pile." How is it that human beings become used to the 
ways of savages? 

Once when I was unabJe to open my eyes or move a muscle» 
Wisner begged the rebel surgeon to give me some medicine. The sur- 
geon brutally replied, "That fellow is as good as dead; no use wasting 
time on him." Thafs one time my horrid temper saved my life. 
His heartless tone, as if speaking to a dog, aroused me to life again. 
Speech and sight were denied me, but inside my heart of hearts was 
an indignation meeting that Wisner and the surgeon knew not of. 
Something said to me, "You will live— you hâve a work yet to do." 
The next day Wisner wçls dumbfounded when told that I heard it ail. 
That jar was a tonic! In ail the year in prison the cowardly home 
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guards were to be dreaded. The real soldiers in grey were gentle- 
men. One day a party of Georgians from Camp Douglass called upon 
us. One said to me. "It ,1s a shame the way you are treated hère." 

We were taken to Richmond in September, packed in box cars 
like sheep. At Columbia, S. C, we were lifted from the cars and 
laid in the sun to dry. A drivlng rain wet us through. It was my flrst 
real washing for months. My feet were bare, my trousers wom eut 
nearly to the knees, and my coat a mass of rags. While lyinà there 
racked with pain and in abject misery, a car inspector was tapplng 
the wheels. He looked at me and said, "Don't give up, you boys bave 
lots of friends down hère." The south was honeycombed with Union 
sentiment. If a hundred hot headed politicians had been called to 
Heaven in 1861 the rébellion would hâve been in hell early in 1862. 

Hâve no reoollection of arrivai at Libby prison hospital. Re- 
call that one morning a dead man was at my right, another at my 
left. Late in October we were taken to a flag of truce boat on the 
James river. The boys said that when the stars and stripes went up 
it would get such a cheer as was never heard befora The flag went 
up when in sight of Fortress Monroe. I saw men weep. Heard them 
sob. Their joy was too great for cheers. The flag never seemed se 
bright to my poor eyes. It covered ail the earth and sea. It brigh- 
tened ail the sky. From that hour to this I never see the flag float- 
ing above me that my heart does not swell and my eyes moisten In 
^memory of that scène on the James River. 

WÏEis insensible soon after and when consciousness retumed 
was in a strange place. It seemed like Heaven. By degrees I noted 
that my rags had disappeared and a robe of white covered me. By 
slow degrees my mind reached the conclusion that a great change had 
come over me. The attendant told me it was ward 17, naval hospital» 
Annapolis, Maryland. I asked for Co. "B" boys. But was left alone 
with the attendant. I begged for a mirror. Had not seen my face for 
nearly a year. Was not sure it wa^ Andy Felt It seemed so like a 
dream. My requests were not granted. "Where is the doctorT" 
"He examined you and will be hère again soon." It was days before 
fully conscious of my condition. The iron cot was pushed to the window. 
The flag was floating over a âteamer. The stars and stripes. The 
tears came. Could not keep them back. My heart said, "God bless 
Old Glory!" The scène was a transformation from torment to rest. 
Finally the "B" boys called. They said Gov. Kirkwood was in Wash- 
ington. "Can you write to him?" Propped up on the cot, my hand 
wrote him that Co. "B" boys Just from Richmond, wanted to join 
the dear old Seventh again. The Governor replied: "Am called 
to lowa at once, but the Secretary of War y^iU grant requeat" On 
Christmas we were ail taken into a big dining room and fllled with 
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roast turkey and oyster stuffing. I never did hâve much sensé. Tii]> 
key bas never tasted good to me since Christmas, 1862. My attend- 
ant was a 20th New Yorker, wounded at Antietam. The doctor was 
constantly Importuned to let me go outside. I could walk a little» 
proud of my new uniform. One day he gave me a pasa good for an 
hour outside the grounds. Looked In a mirror. Almost fainted. It 
was not the writel*. It was a skeleton with sunken eyes and grey 
beard. Was I bewltcbed? Went to the scales. TippecP the beam at 
eight-five pounds. Scales not right. Should weigh one hundred and 
thirty. Tried other scales. Same resuit. Told doctor wanted some- 
thing to make me fat. He said, "If you liye to gel home eat foods to 
make blood. You hâve been starved to deathP I promised to do 
it. Hâve been eating ever since. Am now as fat as a match. 

Early in January came an order for me to take the boys to St 
Louis. We reported to Gen. Woods at Benton Barracks. After a 
rest we started for Ck)rinth and saw Co. "B^' once more. 

We ail went out (mostly in ambulances) to Hamburg, and 
thence up the river. Gen. Rice was in command. Never knew what 
we went after. Gen. Rice and Gapt. Reniger came to the tent and 
handed me my appoint ment as a sergeant. Gen. Rice saia, "Mr. Felt." 
Couldn't understand it. He then handed me my discharge dated back 
in December. "By spécial order of Sec. of War, on report of Surgeon 
General." If General Rice had struck me he could not hâve surprised 
me more. Rice said, "You go home, recruit a few men, and you wlll 
get a Lleutenant's Commission." I went, but disease soon laid me 
up and I hâve been a physicial wreck ever since. I loved every man 
in the original Co. "B." No.better 106 men went out In 1861. It haa 
been my chief regret that their "march to the sea" was wlthout me. 
God bless ail the surviving comrades. Trott is at Junction City» 
Kansas, loved by ail who know him. Za Rutherford publishes a paper 
at bavannah, Mo., and doing well. Now, my dear Captaln» hère la 
love to you. And with "tears for the dead, and cheers for the livlng" 
hère is to the remuant of o]\l Co. "B. 

ANDY FELT. 
Seneca, Kansas, March, 1908. 

To Capt. H. I. Smith, Historian Seventh lowa Infantry. 
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APPENDICES. 



It is refreshing to turn from the gruesome records o£ war, to 
the beneficent résulta of peace. The North and South fought in cour- 
ageous rivalry. There was honest différences between the two in réf- 
érence to State sovereignty and slavery; thls being fanned by ambi- 
tions partisans, there had grown up a spirit of antagonlsm, whlch, 
seemingly, could not be settled or reconciled wlthout test of arma 
and strength. The Civil war was the resuit; it was an inévitable and 
irrépressible conflict to settle the grave questions Involved. Victors 
and vanqulshed bravely played thelr part; to say otherwlse we be- 
little each other. I hâve charity enough to belleve that most of them 
were honest in thelr convictions, that they were fighting for a prln- 
clple; that they thought thelr homes and territory were being 
assailed and that thelr institutions and land were being in- 
vaded wlthout just cause. The Civil war setOed thèse questions. 
Might was in the rlght and rlght prevalled. It is settled in such a 
way that both sldes share" equally in the résulta of the vlctory. It 
should not be reopened. It should be settled so permanently that nô 
blasts of the future can shake it; sectlonalism and bitterness should 
find no place In thls Great Nation. Obédience and submission to 
law should be our first duty. 

As victors we can afford to be magnanimous, we should scorn 
to glory in our triumph; our former foes should fear no humiliation, 
from us in thelr defeat. Let us as Americans worthy of the name, 
see t\iat nothing be done to revive the animoslties of the past. Let 
us be charitable; it is our duty as patriotic citizens to encourage a 
spirit of friendship and brotherly love, generosity and loyalty. I 
think such sentiments should prevall and be taught. . I am not in 
favor of apologizing or doing anything humiliating. It is not suffi- 
cient that a man fought to save his country, but the true patriot 
should strlve to perpetuate it. and it should be the constant duty of 
every good citizen to work for the perpétuation of thls glorlous re- 
publlc; and none can do it better than the Union and Confederate 
soldier. I believe it is the duty for the Union soldier to take the 
Initlatory. Whenever the Southern soldier or citizen is willing to 
accept the results of war and bear thelr allegiance to the flag, I am 
willing to bury ail différences and forget that we were enemies. A 
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mother chastizes an erring child when he goes astray or does wrong, 
but should she lûve him any less or thrust him aw%y wh^ he asks 
to be forglven and wlshes to retum? There ts a nobleness of character 
in a man who will soundly thrash an antagoniste and when he cries 
enough will raise him up and call it square. The Gonfederates had 
not much left after the war, than the recollections of their valor, suf- 
ferings and sacriflces»and I am not one to begrudge them that; I cherish 
no revenge. 

Schiller said, "A merely fallen foe may rise again, but the re- 
conclled one is truly vanqulshed." Emerson said, "^There can be no 
deep peace between two spirits» never mûtual respect, until, in the 
decalogue each stands for the whole Nation.'* Grant said,-"Let us hâve 
peace." And Milton, "Peace hath her victories no less renowned 
than war." 

Shriyeled sectionalism and party préjudice should find no place 
or lodgement in our country. 

The example of reconciliation is set by the vétérans more than 
ail others, they hâve most to forgive and forget. "When brave men 
sheathe their swords the quarrel is done." 

Senator DoUiver said, ref erring to General Joseph Wheeler, 
when he was about to go to Cuba, I wamed him he was too old and 
that he would never retum. "My boy," he said, as if to atone for the 
part he had taken in the rébellion, "I prayed for ten years for an op- 
portunity to die in the uniform of the United States." I like to quote 
such utterances from our former foes. Let the spirit of sectional hâte 
perish under the memories of heroes and their deeds. 

The Spanish war has done much to wipe out the différences that 
hâve existed between the North and South; the unanimity with which 
they hâve joined, to be a unity for the Nation, and the spirit that pre- 
vailed between the young men of both sections to fraternize and Join 
together in the défense of the flag, has been most çheering and com- 
mendable. Henry Watterson uttered a grand truth in speaking of 
the Spanish war when he said: 

"In thèse warllke spectacles, everywhere manifest, ic has al- 
ready united us as nothing else could hâve united us — emancipating 
both sections of the Union from the mistaken impression that we ever 
were, or ever could be, anything else than one people. In the brilliant 
achievement of that typical Green Mountain boy on the other side of 
the globe it has already exploited us as a naval power, and, as you 
yourselves shall show, it will presently demonstrate us no less a mili- 
tary power, before whose légions the enemies of liberty and humanity 
will do well to look before they leap. Surely thèse were consumma- 
tions » devoutly to be wlshed. They are worth ail the war has cost 
us, or will cost us. I know what war means. 

"Obédience, submission, is the first and perhaps the hardest 
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of the soldiers first duties. If offlcers seem capricious or tyrannical, 
do your duty. It will corne round ail right. If the powers that be 
seem partisan or unfair, do your duty. The end will Justify you. Be 
sure that, in the long run, the man who does his duty passes beyond 
the reach of wrong; for, as there is a God who saith 'Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay/ so is there a people whose voice is the voice of 
God, who will visit upon those that would couvert the places of trust 
which they chance to hold into places of private or poiitical advantage, 
a punishment as complète as it is certain, as blighting as it Us over- 
whelming. 

"In the nature of the case but few of you can hope to attain to 
great commands or to acquire exceptional distinction. In the end most 
of you must lay aside your uniforms and résume the habiliments of 
civil life. But there is no one of you who cannot do his duty and 
doing it, can be happy and contented. A neighbor of mine came to 
me the other day to ask me to exert my supposed influence in gettln^ 
his son a commission. I assured him that I had no influence. 

*'But,' said I: 'I hâve two sons carrying muskets in the ranks 
— sons whom I dearly love — but for wliose advancement I shall not put 
fortii the slightest effort. It is enough for me to know that they are 
serving their country, and if it please God to bring them back to their 
mother and me safe and sound,I shall bless His name as long as I live.' 

"In that prayer let me include each and every one of you; 
though I would rather see my boys, and each and every one of you, 
lying by the side of that brave and loyal sallor lad whom North 
Carolina has Just given up as heaven's first sacrifice upon the altars 
of the nation and mankind, than that one feather should be plucked 
from the eagle's wing, or a syllable of reproach justly cast upon the 
name and famé of our dear Kentucky." 

"Let us hâve peace." 



THE SEVENTH lOWA C50L0RS HONORED. 

The first colors of the régiment, having been carried in General 
Grant's first battle of the Civil war, hâve the dlstingulshed honor .of 
being deposited Deside the remains of Gênera] Grant in the mausoleum 
at Riverside Drive, New York, having been sent by Major Mahon, In 
accordance with the instructions in the following correspondence: 

Ottumwa, lowa, Feb. 17, 1903. 
Gen. Grenville Dodge, New York City, 

Dear General: Some time last fall when in the city, I visited 
the Grant monument. I found the niche on Gen. Grant'8 side of the 
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PIRST FLAQ'OF THE REGIMENT. 

Carried dariii« Grant*s flrst battis, Bd^mpolb, Ijlpn N/^v. 7. 1861. 

Now deposited in Gen. Grant's Tomb, River side Drive, New York. 
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tomb, devoted to the flags of the Army of the Tennessee, quite well 
filled. In the other niche on the side of Mrs. Orant's resting place, 
there were no flags, and the custodian informed me thej were unable 
to procure them from the différent states, as they held them at their 
own capitals. 

I haye in my possession the flag carrled by the 7th at Belmont, 
Port Henry, Fort Donelôon, Shiloh, the advance on Corinth, and the 
engagements at Corinth Oct. 3rd and 4th, and Juka a few weeka earller. 
Meantime the colors had faded out of the flag to such an extent that 
it was unrecognlzable, and we drew a new stand of colors. Qen. 
EUiott W. Rice secured the old flag and carrled it In his trunk up to 
the time of his promotion to be Brlgadier-General in August '64. At 
that time, I being In command of the régiment, he gave the flag to 
me; it followed my fortunes with my llmlted belonglngs to the close 
of the war. 

I stfll hâve it and prlze It hlghly, but recognizlng that it has 
a significance outside of personal sentiment, I désire to know if you 
would care to hâve it to place in the Grant mausoleum. If you should 
consfder the offer, I would like to hâve the engagements of the régi- 
ment inscribed on the flag, or rather on a strip fastened to it, as the 
présent material is too frall, I fear, to take any prlnting. I would 
alfio ask the great privilège of having my name attachëd as the donor. 

With kind regards, I remain, 

Sincerely yours, 

SAM'L MAHON. 



GRANT MONUMENT ASSOCIATION. 

Office of Vice Président 

No. 1 Broadway. 

New York, Peb. 20, 1903. 
Major Samuel Mahon, Ottumwa, lowa. 

My Dear Comrade: I am in receipt of yours of Pebruary 17th. 
We would be very glad to hâve you send us the flag, and hâve inscribed 
on a card in typewriting or large letters,flrst— oy whom it was donated, . 
second— its hlstory, and attach this to the flag. By Its history, I 
mean the name of the régiment and the battles it was engaged in. 
If there is a staff to It will bave to be boxed and sent to Colonel Mld- 
dleton, Custodian of the Grant Tomb, Riverside Drive, New York City. 
Thanking you for your thoughtfulness In the matter and assur- 
ing you that the Grant Monument Association appreciate. your offer, 
I am, Very truly yours, 

G. M. DODGB, Vice Président 
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The drum corps of the régiment was organîzed by W. E. Thayer, 
a drummer of company *'B/* who was appointed Drum Major August 
27th, 1861. The corps was made up from détails from the régiment, 
and the original members were as follows: 

Drum mers: Fifersî 

George Craig, Wm. Johnson, 

George Kesler, • E. M. Thayer, 

James Dunham, Charles Goodno, 

John Conaha, Isaac Friedney, 

David Baies. John Akers. 

Major Thayer, who is now living (1,903) at Ruthven, lowa, con- 
tributes the following sketch: 

The boys were rather raw at flrst, but by drilling soon became 
a good band, always ready for duty and obey orders. 

At the ûrst battle, Belmont, Mo., I ordered one each to take 
places in rear of each company and to assist wounded to the rear, 
and assist the surgeons. (There was no Ked Cross Society in the 
Civil war). They stood the test of the battle very well. In the course 
of the flght our régiment was ordered to fall back a few paces; there 
were two boys that fell so far back that I did not see them again until 
we got back to the fleet. I do not think it best to say who they were. 
The Rebels got possession of our instruments which we had stacked 
during the battle. The régiment soon afterwards made a charge, 
recovering our ground and our instruments, except one flfe and one 
drum head busted. After the battle the boys and myself assisted 
in caring for the wounded on the return to Cairo. 

In the hurried return to the boats, as there was not room for ail 
the wounded in the wagons "used to convey the wounded from the 
field to the boats, I assisted Henry Benson, of Co. "B," who was ^evere- 
ly wounded in the ankle, by holding on to the end board of the wagon 
and letting him lay across my arms, carrying him in that way about 
two miles to the fleet. It was a four mule team and was hurriedly 
driven through the woods, over stumps and sticks, without roads, 
making me exceedingly lame and sore before I got him to the boats. 
What made it more difficult for me was that Captain Parrott, on the 
return, became so weak from his wounds that he had to hang to my 
coat tail tô keep up. 



Dear Comrade: As I wrote you, I was wounded in the flerce 
encounter we had with the rebel force sent over from Columbus to 
intercept us when returning to the boats after the encampment was 
destroyed and our purpose for invading Beimont, achieved.. 

While lying where I fell a rebel soldier attempted to bayonet 
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W. E. THAYER, 
Dnim Major 7tb lowa Infantry. 
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me and only the interférence of his commanding offlcer saved my life. 
I was conveyed to the river bank and there laid with my cap over 
my eyes. How long I had laid there I don*t know, but suddenly my 
cap — whlch was the only article of a soldier's equipment I had been 
able to secure — was lifted by a rebel Lient, who exclaimed: "Why/ 
Caleb, where did you come from?" He was an old friend I knew in 
St. tx)ui8, and was leading his company in pursuit of the Yanks. 
Seeing I had not the strength to talk — my wounds were still bleeding 
— he hiirriedly left me but not before promising to see me in Columbus, 
where he said I would be taken. 

The next thing I was consclous of was being dumped into a 
wagon and seated between the outstretched legs of a comrade behind 
me — the method adopted in packing ail of us. This done we were 
tnmdled to the hospital over a plank road of which every other plank 
was off on furlough or "mustered out." To my poor comrades the 
Joltlng of that sprlngless wagon was torture most exquisite. 

On reachlng our destination it was dlscovered that we had col- 
lapsed and run over like a tallow dip. But we quickly revlved; for 
when taken out of the wagon we again were telescoped regardiess of 
fractured bones. 

îf "Freedom" did not "shrlek" as "when Kosciusko fell," is must 
hâve been because she could not shriek and swear at the same time. 

When taken into the hospital T was set up on a stair of a flight 
and thoughtfully bid to hang on to the banister, but the banlster, 
being more merciful than my masters, reversed the order and hung 
on to me — when I fell over against It, thus preventing my rolling to 
the bottom as a dortor assured me, some time after, I would hâve 
done had he not reached me when I was slipping from my perch. 
When I returned to consciousness I was lying on a pallet surrounded 
by a mixed, k'indly disposed and staring multitude, evidently at- 
tracted by my civlc attire. But let me hasten to say that on entering 
this hospital I did not "leave hope behind" but to the. contrary, felt 
Its inspiring présence for the first time. I had fallen among gen- 
tlemen whom to describe as humane, would but Inadequately convey 
even a faint Idea of their kindness. tenderness and affectionate 
warmth. The surgeons, their untutored maie nurses, and even those 
who fdly wandered into the building, were conspicuously klnd and 
sympathetic and désirions to be useful to me. I know not to what 
to ascribe such friendllness nor at this late day can I account for it. 

'Tis true, that at this early stage of the war nothlng had trans- 
pired to em bit ter them and arouse a Personal hostility. Defeats, 
blasted hopes and disappointed ambition later wrought a great change 
in their feelings and treatment of prisoners. 

It was one surgeon in particular whose dévotion was conspic- 
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uous for its warmth and steadfastness. It really bordered on the fo- 
mantic. He never left my bedside but for professional reaaons and 
before going would place me in charge of Patrick, hls faithful ser- 
vitor, who, though as rough in appearance' as a clod of bis native 
peat, was tender, loyal and tnie. 

The doctors liked to converse, and I think the danger I was in 
at Mound City and even when at Ck)lumbas, was due in no slight 
degree to the excitement and exertion of talking, though I spoke 
only when obliged to and in a tone scarcely audible. And the doctors 
discussed such excitlng topics — generally war questions! They were 
invariably polite and respectful both In manner and expression, and 
while no honey aropped from my lips, they spoke not in bitterness and 
yet, when I "ôaw a head, I hit it." 

One day my surgeon conducted some ladies into the hospital 
and introduced me to them as bis "pet rebel." They were pleasant 
and kindly and one of them was very curions to know why I was in 
citizens attire? Up to thls date I had evaded the question, intending 
when I could better "bear the s train, to use the incident to "point a 
moral" in the interests of our cause and in imitation of Ck)lumbus 
who made capital on one of his voyages by frightening some hostile 
savages into submission by an ingénions application of an éclipse 
of the moon. Convinced that the time had come to preach my little 
sermon, I responded to my fair inquirer in this wise: Though the 
incident you would bave me explain is in itself of slight importance, 
it is nevertheless not devoid of a certain signiflcance, for when a man 
shows such extraordlnary eagerness to serve his country as to go 
from his fireside to the battlefleld without stopping even to exchange 
his citizen's dress for a soldier's unifbrm, he necessarily appréciâtes 
and in an ovefwhelming degree, tne fact that there is a stupendous 
wrong to be redressed and no less heinôus than that of rebellion^nd the 
earnestness and détermination of an humble son of the republic is 
but a faint suggestion of the tremendous awakening in the army- 
now engaged in a struggle for the pfééervÀtioii, ]f»rôtection and per- 
P3tuity of the Union. And, Madam, ï would th&t yôu could see in 
this awakening a handwriting on the wall of your Confederacy, and 
a handwriting that no Daniel need be calied to^ interpret, as " he 
who runs may read." To this my fair auditor simply said, and more 
in grief than in anger, "You are cruel." I replied then in the words 
liamlet addressed to hls mother: "I must be cruel only to be klnd." 

On another occasion I was asked by one of the doctors if we 
were not waging war for the purpose of glving freedom to the slaves? 
I assured him that such a thing had not entered into the plans of the 
government and that the institution never would be disturbed unless 
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as a war measure, uniess it became an obstruction in our path to 
RÏchmond, in which case we should not climb over it or make a de- 
tour to avoid it, but would summarily remove it, thereby making it 
necessary for the Confederate govemment to draw against their flght- 
ing force for men to raise crops wherewith to support the people and 
the depleted army. And by way of illustration I cited the classic 
story of Venus, who not being able to destroy Jupiter, whose thunders 
annoyed her, slew those who forged hls bolts. 

The devil was not more successful in disturbing the harmonies 
of Eden than in marring the serenity and* sacredness of our sick room 
• — the chamber of suffering and death! But to patricularize. One mom- 
ing there suddenly appeared in the doorway a genteel looking woman 
who, after a minute's survey of the spacious area alloted to the wound- 
ed of both armies, stepped in and from the basket on her arm pro- 
ceeded to distrlbute daintles, and with rigid discrimination in fayor 
of the Confederates. In no instance was a Union soldier made the 
récipient of her bounty, notwithstanding the Blue and the Qray were 
lying side by side. Though it was a revolting spectacle, I made no 
comment, but when she stood at the side of a dying man— a Lieut! 
who died at night-fall — and made him the vlctlm of her venomous 
tongue and heart, telling him that she had no sympathy for hlm, was 
glad he so soon was reaping his reward and hoped he would not llve 
to do any more injury to her klndred and frlends, I say, not till then 
did I appeal to the doctor to protect the helpless men in his charge, 
and notwithstanding he was shocked at the exhibtion he had wit- 
nessed, he replied: "She is a woman and I can do nothing." "No, 
doctor," I said. "she is not a woman in the sensé that she is entitled 
to mercy. She has unsexed herself and so far, too, as to baffle ail at- 
tempts to classify her and to détermine to what order of démon she 
belongs." 

At last arrangements for an exchange ot prisoners were completed 
and I was removed, but fiôt as I was brought to the hospital. My sur- 
geon friend had nie liftéd on my mattress onto a cot which by hls 
order was borné by four sôldiers to the Confederate steamer and put 
down where there would be the least motion. Then he directed that a 
blanket and pillow be brought from a certain stateroom which he 
designated— I still hâve the blanket— and thèse he adjusted with 
judicious care. Of course I supposed that when fhe time for starting 
for the point on the river where our boat was in waiting that he 
would take his leave of me, but instead of doing so he seated himself 
at tne head of my cot and there remained. Near by and lying on a 
pallet of straw, was a wee drummer boy severely wounded and evl- 
dently had not long to live. At brief intervais he would cry: "G, 
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Mamma! Do corne! Do corne and see your poor boy!" Then. after 
a few minutes of silence, durine which the thoucrht must hâve oc- 
curred to hlm that were his mother présent her heart would break to 
see him die, he su^denly exclaimed most piteously, "No mamma, don*t 
corne! don't come! it would kill you to see your poor boy," Where 
can a parallel to such heroism in a child be found? Where an instance 
of Bo sublime an example of filial dévotion and self sacrifice and in a 
child of not more than fourteen years of âge? Rather than his mother's 
heart should break at the sight of his wee tom body going down to 
death, he would die alone, would forego the manifold and endearing min- 
istries a child in trouble yearns for at the hands of his mother. And what . 
V would his mother not hâve sacriflced to be kneeling at his lowly bed- 
side that she might soften the shadows of death and signal the spirit 
as it broke away? Gen. Sherman spoke truly if inelegantly when he 
said, "War is hell." 

On the meeting of the boats, my surgeon friend with unabated 
loyalty and regard for my comfort, directed my transfer to the Union 
steamer, not neglecting to see that my -cot was located with référence 
to my ease; then spying Miss SafTord— more of her anon — he asked her 
to prépare a cup of tea for me which commisson she executed with such 
promptness as to suggest that her angel wings had slipped down to her 
teet, where with characteristic modesty and humility she preferred to 
wear them. While the Confederate offlcers who had been engaged in 
the exchange of prisonere were dining below as the guests of the Union, 
my friend who declined an invitation to dinner sat by me and related 
the following story: "When the war broke out I was the editpr of a 
paper in Memphis, Tenn., and belng a physician I at once joined the 
Confederate service and proceeded to Columbus, Ky. I am a widower 
with one child^ a çirl, who now is with Mrs. Stephen A. Douglas in 
Washington, who, having been an intimate friend of my wife, ofitered 
to take charge of her. Now I am going to ask you to call on Mrs. Doug- 
las should you ever be in Washington, and tell her hôw thankful I am 
that my child is in her hands, and that my heart is fllled with gratitude 
to lier. He <hen wrote his name and address on the margin of a news- 
paper and tucked ihe slip under my pillow. 'Tis not strange that it was 
lest. 

I may as well say hère that on my own return to New York I wrote 
to Mrs. Stephen A. Douglas ail the circumstances of the case and in due 
time received a very courteous reply to the effect that some other Mrs. 
Douglas must hâve been referred to as the facts I had stated were un- 
known to her. 

Miss Safford. the soldier's devoted friend, was the maiden slster 
of ihè brothers Saftord, bankers in Cario, as late as 1864 for I called 
on her in that yéar to learn something of their noble slster and if possi- 
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ble, to pay my respects to her. To my grief I was told that she was in 
Paris undergoing treatment for a disease that was produced by exposure 
and excessive labor in milltary camps and hospitals. In 65 I leamed 
that she had died in Paris. One of her brothers conducted me from his 
office in Cairo at the time I c3lled on him in '64, to his home and showed 
me with pride many huge packages of letters written to his slsters by 
soldiers of high and low degree and thèse he said— and he held up a 
large bundie of them— are the labored productions of untutored men and 
more highly prized by my sister than those addressed to her by gifted 
offlcers in exalted positions. He referred to some letters of the former 
class that gave évidence of a chiro^raphical and^a mental struggle on the 
part of the writers that was most touching. 

I can fancy thls humane, tenderhearted and loving woman bending 
over one of thèse and when, after much patient study, its sweet mes- 
sage of esteem and gratitude breaks upon her like the sun from a rift 
in a cloud, it drops from her trembling hand and she surrenders herself 
to tears of joy otherwlse unspeakable. 

The boHpital in Mound City was in charge of Dr. Franklyn of St. 
Louis, who lived with his family in Mound City. An able and zealous 
staff of younger doctors resided in the hospital building as did the nur- 
ses who belonged to a Catholic Order in Indianapolis called 'The Sisters 
of the Holy Cross*' and an exceeptionally worthy band they were in 
every way. They were presided over by an elderly matron known as 
Mother Angela for whom I had the highest respect and esteem, a senti- 
ment I entertained for ail sisters — but Mother and Sister Angela were my 
particular friends. Before entering the order Sister Angela lived In 
Philadelphia. She was an American and had not long been a member 
of the Rpmish church for which she forsook the Espiscopal. She was a 
very superior women intellectually and possessed many accomplish- 
ments which, together with a comely face and many Personal grâces, 
made her a very interestlng and attractive person. Many a chat we had 
and no subject of mutual interest was ne^leeted or forgotten. 

I must relate an expérience of her's that illustrâtes her amiability 
and klndness and also how prone the uncharitable and bigoted are to 
inflict pain. 

A poor fellow whose life was fast ebbing away, asked her as she was 
passing his bed, to please hold his hand as his wife would do were she 
présent — that he felt lonely and desolate. Of course she acceded to his 
request. Not a word was spoken by either and ten minutes before he 
died the ward master happened along and angrily charged her with 
proselyting and rudely ordered her away, notwithstanding she explained 
how she came to be thus situated. Gently placing the wasted hand upon 
the breast where it so soon was to repose in death, she came to me 
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weeping, and acting upon my suggestion, she complained to Dr. Frank- 
lyn who at once retumed her persecutor to hls régiment. 

From the beginning my nourishment came from the doctor's table, 
by whose authority and whose instrumentality I ne ver knew nor do I 
remember that I inquired, and also from the day I entered the hospital 
Mrs. Dr. FYanklyn sent me very frequently from her home in Mound 
City, the most sumptuous dishes, and the major portion of what I re- 
celved each day from both sources, I gave to those in the ward who 
most needed nourishing food and In this way each one in his tum was 
served. The stewardess— a good frfend of mine — and who came up 
dally to see me— never failed to congratulate me on my robust appetite, 
and would say with a chuckle of glee, that my dishes were retumed to 
the kitchen with not a suggestion of food on them. The good soûl 
didn't know that others beside myself partook of her abundance. 

One moming and at an hour so early that the outlines of objecta 
could be but dimly discemed. I was aroused by a cold hand laid upon 
my face. On opening my eyes I beheld an apparition — a véritable ghost 
or has the poor fellow— I asked myself— who was borne yesterday to 
the "dead room" been resurrected, and while speculating on the origin 
pf the figure clad in white and ôo attenuated as to seem only fit to hang 
on the wall as a text in anatomy, the mystery was explained by a 
skull bending over me and in a voice tremulous with weakness whls- 
pering: — "When your breakfast comes in, won't you give me some of 
your fried potatoes?" When suflftciently composed to speak — for I was 
deeply moved by his plaintive appeal — I assured him he should hâve ail 
he wanted. I recognized in him the poor consumptive who occupied the 
bed nearest the door through which Mrs. Franklyn's servant entered 
with my breakfast from which was exhaled the delicious aroma of the 
dish he craved. 

You oan perhaps realize the overpowering strength of his désire 
when I tell you at what cost "he secured Its gratification. For a week 
and more he had been daily expected to die so rapid had been the pro- 
gress of his disease and when the doctors learned of what he had done, 
they were amazed. His feebleness was so extrême that he could not 
stand steadily and he fairly tottered as he traversed the long ward and 
would certainly hâve fallen had he not found support in the row of bed- 
steads along the wall. After he had eaten his fried potatoes, at my re- 
quest, I was carried in my chair to his bedside to enquire if he had en- 
joyed them. He actually laughed when he told how nice they were and 
the scène was altogether so pathetîc as to bring tears to the eyes of the 
stalwart fellows — my comrades — who were kind enough to carry me to 
him. I recalled the foUowing stanza of The Last Leaf: — 
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But now his nose is thin, 
And it reste upon his chin 

Like a staff, 
And a crook is in his back. 
And a melancholy crack 

In his laugh. 

When about to leave the hospital I was examined, as I desired to 
remain in the service, and the décision was that I would not again be fit 
for military duty. I must now bring thèse war recollections to a close 
notwithstanding my stock of them is by no means exhausted. In read- 
ing the foregoing I find I hâve omitted to say that my St. Louis friend 
who discovered me lying on the river bank and who promised to sèe 
me in Ck)lumbu8, was granted permission by Gen'l Polk to take me tcT 
his home in Jackson where his wife, also my friend, had a warm corner 
and a warmer heart awaitini: me. The surgeons said they would not 
answer for my life were I moved, and consequently I remalned where I 
was. 

GALEB GREEN. 



I cnlisted in the army, June 15th, 1861, at Oskaloosa, lowa, Go. G. 
7th lowa Inft. Régiment rendezvous at Burlington. lowa; went from 
there to St. Louis, Jefferson Barracks, and was ordered from there to 
Wilson's Greek, Md., but had no arms; after a few hours' delay, we re- 
cel ved arms and ammunMic'u, and started, but were stopped on the way, 
the battlé being over. We turnrd fcack, and were soon ordered to Ken- 
tucky. After scouting around through" the country for a while, we 
flnally crossed the river, and took up camp at Birdspolnt, Mo. Soon our 
men on picket post were being shot fi:om ambush. Gen. McGlemard 
sent out scouting parties, to flnd the enémy whlch they soon located at 
Belmont, with Jeff. Thomson in commai^. He resolved to break up hi^ 
camp À3irthwith. So on the 6th of November we were ordered on 
transport, flve régiments, amounting to st|:out 3000 men, and two or three 
pièces of artiUery. Gen. Grant in eômmand, on a trip proceeded 
down the river, accompanled by two gun-boats, within a few miles of 
Golumbus, Ky. On the morning of the 7th we landed on the Missouri 
side, in a dense woods leaving the gun-boats to guard the river and 
transport. We marched towards Belmont, two or three miles, when we. 
were called to a hait. While resting the Gonfederates on the height at 
Golumbus saïuted us with a 64-pound shot from the cannon tbey called 
the Lady Pope; it passed over us about the tree tops, striking the ground 
just in our rear and disappearing in the ground. This was the first 
signal of war we had heard. It caused great excltment among the boys, 
We were soon on the march again, and formed a Une of battle within 
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a hAlf a mile of the enemy's camp, and for the first tlme loaded our guns 
for action. By thls tlme we could see the enemy forming In Une, both 
armies advanclng until we met within close range and the fighting be- 
came gênerai. We had orders to charge the enemy; they gave way and 
retreated over the river bank, a great many surrenderlng. In the mean- 
time there had been a detachment of men sent below to keep the enemy 
from escaping down the river. They got lost in a swamp and had trouble 
to flnd their way back; this detained us for about one hour. A stray shot 
from the river bank gave me a slight wound in the leg. Seeing there 
were several miles between our army and the boats, the enemy crossed 
over the river several thousand men and statloned them between us and 
the boats; seemingly the gun-boats knew nothing about this; we were 
ordered to retreat, and in five minutes one of the terrible slaughters 
took place, as they were formed in Une on both sides of us they shot 
their own men as well as ours. 

In running the gauntlet, Lieut. Col. Wentz, of the 7th lowa. (who 
was Capt. of the Ist lowa at the battle of Wilson's Greek,) lost hls life. 
Âfter running the gauntlet, I was sent back after him, and without being 
molested, found the lieutenant colonel in a dying condition. He beg- 
ged to be left alone. I started for the Union boats, but before I got there 
the flght became gênerai again. I arrived in time to see our boats 
pulling away leaving myself and others on the bank with the enemy. 
I was called on to surrender,,which I did, and was soon hustled to the 
rear. On going back to the river, we met many Confederates who were 
drunk and very abusive at différent times. The officer had to interfère 
to keep them from carrying out their threats. I was ûnally put on 
board a steamer, close to the first battle ground, and was taken across 
the river to Golumbus. wlth. many others, and was lodged in an old 
wharf -boat. The next day we received many Ck)nfederate visitors, 
some who called to see their. first Yankee. Âfter a short stay on the 
boat, we were removed to a transport. The first exchange of prisoners 
now tooK place. . Grant and çjieatham negotatlng the exchang^^ Cheat- 
.iiam gave up the wounded for what was captured of bis men. 
,^ When the Confederate .prisoners. came down the river.Gen.CJheatham 
^rdered a.salute flred.fromvXhe Lady Pope, (the large cannon used .in 
elle fight.) Bat on the- day oi" tho ri.::;ht, ihey got .a bail fast in it apd 
could net get il ont. When the priboii ers arrived, Geii Cheathq..m listen- 
?<:1 for the sainte, and failiiig to near ii. rode up to the cannoneers and 
asked,. "Why in h— 1 rhoy didn't flre r.iat .salite." and, jumping from his 
lorse, calied l'or the match and line and lired the cannon himself. It 
bursted and killed fil'teen men and woimded him badly. (I state the 
above as I heard it.) We were taken from hère to Memphis and lodged 
in an old slave pen. The pen was floored with rock, and on frosty mom- 
ings was very slippery. While I was hobbling around on my wounded 
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leg I slipped on the rock and very near dislocated my knee. By this time 
we were getting very hungry as we had, had nothing to eat since we left 
ColUmbus and the question arose as how we were to be fed. The good 
ladles of Memphls proposed to feed us, which they were granted the priv- 
ilège of doing, and about four o'clock that evening we were treated 
to baker's bread, roasted beef, and sweet potatoes; ail we wanted. We 
fared sumptuously for some time. But Capt. May who had charge of the 
City found out thatwe were better fed than his soldiers, and had a.heavy 
stockade, twelve feet high, built around the médical collège, and changed 
our quarters to that place, entirely cuttlng oK our supplies and puttlng 
us on one-fourth rations, givlng the guards very strict orders concerning 
our liberties. We stayed hère several months, sometimes going two or 
three days without anything to eat; at one time so long that the men 
got desperate and declared at four o'clock if they did not get rations, 
they would sell their lives as dearly as possible. Some one carrled this 
Word to the guards and the authorities of the town were notifled. AU 
the troops of artiUery were ordered to the scène. 

We had just formed in Une when an officer rode up and plead wlth 
us to wait a few minutes, that provisions were coming, which arrived 
about twenty minutes after four, and settled ail the trouble. We had 
cards and tobacco furnished us by the guards, especiaUy after the 
Créoles guarded us, for they seemed loyal to the northern cause. So the 
time passed on without anything of great importance until the last 
day of Pebruary, when we got orders that we would be moved on the 
first day of March to the Commercial Exchange building and be placed 
wlth Ft. Pillow prisoners. Now I imagined that if 1 could conceal myself 
I could make my escape, so I immediately began to look for a place 
to hide. The house was large wlth several rooms and three storles high. 
After searching some time for a place, I decided there was but one, 
' and that was under the stair-way leading up to the attic. I looked for 
someone to go with me and found two stout robust boys, Danial McTa- 
gart and Sylvanus Haughey of Co.B,able to stand the hardships with my- 
self. In the moming of March Ist, after eating breakfast we resolved 
to secrète ourselves. We secured a heavy bar of iron to raise the steps 
out of their grooves, which we did with the aid of Wm. Moore of Oska- 
loosa, lowa and J. Poster of Alton, 111. We three crawled in, just fllling 
the hole fuU, taking the bar of iron with us to assist us in getting out 
Then Moore and Poster placed the steps back in place and sprink- 
led and swept the steps, hiding ail traces. Now we were cooped up wlth 
two canteens of water, a wash pan and a blanket apiece, without any- 
thing to eat, expecting to come out that evening. About ten o'clock the 
prisoners were ordered to fall in Une, forming in the house. The olficer 
of the guard went to the door and called the roU, and as each man's 
name was called he passed out. When our names were called Le inquired 
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where we were. Some sald they had not seen us for a week or ten days, 
while others, Ignorant of our whereabouts, said they had seen us there 
that moming. They passed on with the balance of the names and then 
said they would flnd the Yankees. They, believing that we were some- 
where in the house scarched every nook and corner, with tneir reyolyers 
in their hands, swearing they would kill us if they found us. They 
searched some time for us and at one time in coming down the steps 
paused for a moment about the steps we had removed. Thinking they 
had seen the marks on the steps caused our hearts to beat so loud we 
wçre afraid they could hear us, but they passed on and seemed to oe as 
much or more excited than we were. 

By this time they had established headquarters for recrulting their 
army with officers and about one hundred men. They occupied ail the 
rooms except the one where we were concealed under the steps, as luck 
would haye it,making their kitchen directly under us. They had for 
their cook an old negro woman. The weather belng yery cool we had to 
sneeze and cough, and at one time the old lady became uneasy and de- 
clared to the master that the house was haunted. He said that you could 
not expect anything else, that hundreds of bodies had been dissected in 
this room, "Before God no wonder the Spirlts are hère/' and this ended 
the ghost story. We remained hère in this position until the 6th of 
March, and decided that we had better get out of there while we could. 
At twelve o'clock, while the officers and men were at dinner, we heard 
an officer tell the men not to leaye as they were going down town to be 
swom in. Thinking this would be our chance we prepared ourselyee 
for getting out but when the time came we found ourselyes too weak.to 
raise the steps. Thèse steps had been built across the wlndow, leaying 
part above and part below, just enough below to let us pass out. The 
question now arose whether we had strength enough to hold our weight 
with our hands. We decided we could not, but we agreed to help each 
other, so we hoisted the window and I started out first and with the aid 
of the other two made the circuit around the steps; landed safe on the in- 
side and called for the next. Ail three of us wère.soon in the room; 
but sitting in one position for six days and without anything to eat, our 
legs became unmanageable. We rolled and tumbled' around the room 
and kept exercising until we could walk. There was a guard left at the 
gâte of the stockade and we were forced to pass down below the house. 
finding a box about four feet high in front of the house, where there 
were two or three women standing looking at us, and they hallooed, 
"Hurrah for the boys, get away if you can!" Wte strated north and were 
soon on the business street of the city, ragged and dirty, and so weak 
we could hardly walk. We started east, whistling Dixie, and were soon 
out of danger. We got about six miles from the city and stopped and 
asked for something to eat. The lady said they dld not haye much to 
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eat, but if we would wait until they could cook it we were woloome 
to it Of course we waited, and on short notice we were inyited into 
the house and senred with a cup of rye coffee and a small pièce of corn 
bread. The folks ail leaving the room, we had no more than tasted our 
ooffee when a young lady with a Confederate offlcer's bat on entered 
the room and said her brother was a recruiting offlcer for the Confed- 
erate army, and he was at the barn putting hls horse away. Fearing 
trouble we took our little pièce of corn bread and started for the woods; 
by this Urne it was raining and sleeting. We skulked around until dark 
and took shelter in a corn shock; in the morning we were awakened by 
dogs which foUowed us for three days and nights. 

It was our intention to strike the Tennessee River above Ft. Henry, 
and in order to do this we wanted to pass through Fayette county. 
Tenu., and travel northeast, but being crowded close with dogs and 
men, we circled around and travelled almost due west, and crossed the 
railroad sixteen miles north of Menu>his, and went into the Mississippi 
swamps and stayed there two days and nights trying to find our way out 
We had to travel ail the time to keep out of reach of the dogs. After 
flnding our way out we travelled north on the railroad tiU we came in 
sight of what we understood to be Bear Creek, where we saw soldiers 
guarding the bridge. Seeing the dogs behind us and the men in front, 
we tumed toward the east and inquired of a lady for a place to cross 
the river. She cited us to a foot-log two miles above. We found the log 
just about dark, which was about twenty feet above the water, and being 
about run down, we either had to kill the dogs or surrender, for they 
were close at our heels. We soon devised a plan to kill the dogs. We 
got a good club aplece and the boys lifted me into a tree, and then 
they passed over the foot-log and hid behind a tree right on the 
bank; up came the dogs and passed directly under me and mounted 
the log to cross. Immediately we sprang to each end of the log. One 
blow across the back felled one to the water below, the other met the 
same fate at the other end and we were once more free. Through the 
excitement and exertion of killing the dogs I was unable to crosa 
without the aid of the other boys, but flnally got across and went up the 
river. We came to a log hut where we got something to eat and stayed 
ail night. After supper the lady wanted to know where we were going, 
and of course we were going to join a Confederate régiment She aaked 
our opinion conceming the war, and how it would terminate. Of course 
we gave favorable answers to ail the questions, which were many. 

She said she hoped the war never would be in her part of the 
country, but if it was, she had enough strychnine in the house to kill 
a dozen Tanks, and she would use it too. Of course I was no Tankee for 
I believed that woman was in earnest We retired for the night and had 
a splendid nights rest. After eating a hearty breakfast we set out on 
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our journey in a very good splrit. We did not travel more than a dajr 
and a half until we ran into a part of Porrest's army. The country aeem- 
ed to be full of soldiers, and for our own saftey we had to hide in day- 
ti'me and travel at night, wliich was slow work and deprived us of any- 
thing to eat. We kept this up until forced to call for something to eat. 
So on the nlght of the 17h of March, we went to a house where a man 
lived by the name of Taylor, and asked for something to eat and lodg- 
ing. We were accommodated and ate the first ham and eggs for several 
months. After supper we decided that we were in a bad place. At 
this time my right knee was giving me a great deal of trouble, and I 
advised the boys to go on, but they said no. We sat by the flre until bed 
time. Being worn out and chllled we thought we wquld take the chances 
and stay ail night, and retired. There were men coming and going ail 
night, which convlnced us there was trouble ahead. We had plenty of 
chances to go to the woods, but we knew it would be of no use for we 
were near worn out and had to rest. We got so weak we were hardly 
able to climb a rail fence. So in the morning about sunrise, eight or 
ten men arrived at the house and said they had orders to arrest any 
one, white or black, that was going north or south, east or west, that 
did not hâve papers to show who they were or where they were going. 
So we were made prisoners once more, taken to Jackson, Tenn., and 
tumed over to the Provost Marshal and put in jail. This was the 18th 
day of March. 

The jailor, an old man, as he was accused of leaning toward the 
Union side, begged us not to get away from hlm, as the people there 
would mob him, We told him that we would not get away if he would 
feed us. The jail was made of wood and lined with heavy timbers set 
endways and driven full of nails, so that a mouse could not hâve es- 
caped. We fared well and had many visitors. Ail seemed to be sociable 
enough except one schoolma'am from the northem state& She thooght 
we ought to be hung, possibly to keep herself from hanging. We were 
conflned in jail until the 6th of April. Then the authorities of the town 
becoming uneasy as the resuit of the battle, now in full blast at Shiloh, ' 
and distinctly heard by us, put us aboard the cars and started south with 
us to Corlnth, Miss., where we landed about dark and were placed in 
a small house with a slgn over the door "Sécession Saloon," with twelve 
guards to guard us. They had orders to shoot us if we tried to get away, 
and things looked like^we were there to stay, the building being two 
stories high. They abused us some, and told us to try and get away, 
for they wanted a chance to shoot a Yankee, The guards off duty had 
laid down and were asleep; ail was quiet except the patter of the rain. 
Just at this time Gen. Prentice and 700 men who had been captured at 
Shiloh, were marched in front of the building. The guards, anxlous to 
see the Yanks, rushed to the door. I took my departure through the 



Digitized by 



Google 



VETERAN VOLUNTB»R INFANTRY 265 

back door, up the steps, and in a moment was followed by one of the 
other boys. Thinking It might be the guard I fixed to jump from the 
wlndow, and then watched to see who it was. Seeing that it was one 
of my comrades, I stepped back to an old bedstead, picked up one of the 
rails, handed it to him, and told him to put it from the window onto the 
roof of another house. I picked up a pièce of carpet and threw it across 
the bed rail, and in less than a half of a minute we were both plodding 
our way through the rain and mud, leaving the third man for them to 
guard. As I passed out behind the building I picked up a club, seeming 
to be a wagon spoke, and carrled it in my hands. We were soon halted 
by a guard and advanced to give the counterslgn; seized Ùie end of hls 
gun and hit him over the head, then ran out of the way, passing in front 
of Gen. Johnson's headquarters, and we saw a large crowd of men 
gathered around the door. We stopped and looked, and whlle standing 
there a man rode up to us in a great hurry and asked us If Gen. John- 
son was dead. We told him we did not know. From hère we started 
east, travellecl ail night in the rain. Thinking we were far from Gorinth, 
made inqulry of a colored man how far it was to Corinth, and found to 
our astonishment we were outside of the breastworks which were not 
over three miles from the town. We concealed ourselves as well as we 
could, and remalned hid ail day in hearlng distance of Monday's fight 
at Shiloh. Gettlng the direction and feeling more determined than ever, 
at dark started on our way, passing around guards at différent places. 
We kept our course better than the night before. Getting very tired 
we saf down on a log to rest. We heard cavalry coming toward us, 
and laid ourselves down close to the log, our heads together, to let them 
pass us. They rode over the log, directly over our heads, covering our 
heads completely with mud. One man remarked: ''Lieutenant, them 
Yankees ftght like h— 1, don*t they ** He answered: "They do." After 
awhile another says, "Jim, how many men did we lose In this fight?" 
"Lots of them; we would bave whipped had Gen. Johnson not been 
kiUed.*' Thls was the flrst we knew of the victory. There seemed to 
be a space of about fifty yards in the cavalry when I spoke to my partner 
and asked him if one of the horses stepped on his head would he hallow. 
"No," he answered, "not since I heard what Jim said." The rest of 
the cavalry followed the same path without speaking but few words. 

After they passed it left us free to résume our joumey. Then we 
met some artillery but did not hide ourselves as the whole woods were 
fuU of soldiers. We kept out of the light of the torches. We were go- 
ing one way and they the other until daylight. They were so scat^ered 
that it was impossible to Lnd a hiding place. We kept moving around 
them ail day,far enough away from them not to be recognized. Late in 
the evening we found we had passed the main army of the Confederates. 
Just at dusk we came to a house, and there being no one at home, we 



Digitized by 



Google 



W6 HISTOBT OF THE SBVBNTH lOWA 

went in and searched for something to eat, but found nothing but mo- 
lasses and parched coffee. We partook of the small quantity of both, 
and being somewhat tlred, we went to the woods and laid down be- 
tween two logs to rest and talked the matter over. We decided we were 
out of dani^er if we did not lose our way. We lay hère ail night, and 
had a very good nights rest. In the morning we started out very eau- 
tiously, for it was still cloudy, determined to not lose our way. We 
watched the house for some time, and seeing no one but a woman 
moYlng about we ventured up to Inquire. I asked the nearest road to 
the Gonfederate camp. She stepped to the end of the porch, pointed 
down the road and said it was a half mile to where they were guarding 
a bridge. Just at this time we heard drums beating to our left On 
inquiring where they were she said: ''My goodness, men, don't go 
over there, or the Tankees will get you.*' To our surprise a man stepped 
to the door and said the doctor wanted to see one of u& I stepped to 
the door and saw eight or ten men sitting by the bedside. A man lay 
on the bed. The doctor wrote on a pièce of paper and handed to me 
wlth, "Please glve this to the Lieutenant at the bridge." It read as fol- 
lows: "Lieutenant wounded so bad we dare not move him. Send or- 
ders at once." Taking this paper we started toward the bridge. 

When we got out of sight of the house, we stuck the note in a 
bush by the road side, and started for the Yankee drums. We soon 
came to Owl Creek, and foliowed down slowly, watching both right and 
left. Seeing some men we found out they were guards, but could not 
tell who they were. Taking no chance we turned to the left, going to 
the top of the hill, we struck the main road. Seeing there had been no 
travel on the road since the rain we felt tolerably safe, and started 
east; we came to a swamp, and seating ourselves on a log, and won- 
dering where we were and where the Tennessee River was, and what 
was best to do, we saw a man forty or fifty yards away. We hid be- 
hind a log. He circled around to within a rod of where we were on 
the opposite side of the log. We rose up and told him to hait, whlch 
he did. We asked him what army he belonged to. In a kind of a posi- 
tive way he said: "The Union army, of course." I asked him what 
régiment he belonged to. He said: "The 57th Illinois." I asked him 
his Colonel's name and his division commander, which names were fa- 
miliar to me. Satisfying ourselves that he was a Union man, we told 
him we wanted to go to his camp, which he allowed we were joking, 
but seemed willing to go, leading ott, and we following, within three 
minutes we were inside of the Une. We inquired for our régiment but 
could hear nothing of it. We went to a hospital and told the doctor 
that we were very near starved. He gave us a drink of wine, examined 
our puise, and pronounced us in a critical condition. He ordered us 
some potato soup and hardtack, and watched to keep us from eating 
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too much, he requested us to stay ail night, which we did. Next 
moming we ate breakfast and started out to inquire for our régiment. 
In a short time we fcund it, where we were mer with a '"Hurrah." 
After a short stay with the company ot the colonel took me to Qrant's 
headquarters, where I stayed some time, and then retumed to my régi- 
ment, but was not able for duty for several weeks. 

JOHN W. PIBRSON. 
Tebbetts, Callaway Cîo, Mo. 



Charles City, lowa, Jan. 12, 1903. 
Mr. H. I. Smith, Mason City, lowa, 

Dear Sir: Your "last call" has come too late to get response 
from my brother, W. H. Mason, to whom it was addressed. He died 
three years ago at his home in Ottawa, Kan., where his widow and 
son now réside. I will forward to Mrs. Mason one of the two circu- 
lars you sent hère. 

I will enclose with this a clipping from the Bolckow (Mo.) Her- 
ald, edited by Za Rutherford. formerly of Co. B. 7th lowa Regt, re- 
lating to a meeting between him and my brother some fifteen years 
ago. It shows the strong bond of attachment formed by the boys 
who shared the dangers and endured the hardships of war together — 
another proof that ''Dangers shared is friendship proved." 

I was a girl of sixteen when the war broke out, full of patriot- 
ism, and gave much of my time to what I believed to be- a patriotic 
duty of answering each and every letter from. the twenty-two soldier 
friends— many of them school mates whom I had more or less in- 
iluenced to enlist. Oh, those days of recruiting offlcers, war meetings, 
martial music, floatlng flags, marching soldiers! Can the picture 
ever fade? To this day the fife and drum strikes a chill to my heart 
that is indescribable. The shrill notes of the fife and the marching 
beat of the drum recall the enthusiasm of those war times, of the 
"Golden Clrcle" meetings, the picking of lint, sewing bandages, ty- 
ing comforters, packing boxes, watching the papers for news from 
the last battle, the long lists of killed and wounded — read with bated 
breath lest we come to names of our own boys. Truly, Mr. Smith, those 
were days of anxiety unknown only to those who were urging dear 
ones to face death upon Southern battlefields, weeping and praying 
for them after they were gone. They cannot even now be described 
though sensibly felt them. Then there were those furloughs, that took 
every other thought away from us, when every boy who wore the 
blue was made a hero, but some did not retum. Fortunate indeed 
the home that was not darkéned, and happy the heart that did not 
meet its bltterest grief in ail the carnage of those four dreadful years* 
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I am keenly alive to ail that pertains to war réminiscences, 
and especlally so to that of Co. B ot the valiant old 7tli lowa régiment 
In which my brother served ail through the war and whlch numbered 
In its ranks the battle-scarred heroes of more than a score of battles, 
beginning wlth Grant at Belmont and ending with Sherman in that 
march to the sea, then on to Washington to that Grand Review and 
from Washington triumphantly back to the outstretched arms of a 
grateful people. Glory enough to brighten the last days of the old 
vétérans until they are called to respond to that last summon, 
"Lights Out!" 

Tou may add my name to the subscription list for a copy, cloth 
bound, of your forthcoming book. Wishlng you sùccess, I am very sin- 
cerely, Your comrade's sister, 

MRS. B. F. WRIGHT. 

WE MEBT A COMRADE. 
( From Bolckow, Mo.. Herald.) 

One momlng lately as we stepped in to the office at the \alley 
House, we met there ail unexpected a 'niess mate' of twenty-seven years 
ago, Billy Mason, who of late years has been travelling for a Chicago 
Wholesale house. Tears dimmed our eyes. For moments nelther could 
speak. The surprise was mutual. But who is Billy Mason, say you? 
BlUy Mason was the chum and conlidential friend of our soldier life. 
When the throes of civil war waged hot we went together and at the 
same time enlisted in défense of our country's flag. The greater the 
danger the stronger the attachment. On the 7th day of November, 1861, 
we parted. Parted on the field of battle. amid the roar of cannon and 
din of musketry. Both wounded and both prisoners. Neither knew 
the fate of the other. In that long twenty-seven years from the fatal 
day on the battlefield of November, '61, tiU the happy meeting in 
Bolckow, each mourned the other. Neither had a spark of hope that he 
would ever again on this earth look upon the face of his lost comrade. 
We thought we were strong but our eyes grew moist, and our throat 
filled with émotion, as we once more stood face to face with our friend 
and comrade. We never before fully realized what ecstatic bliss that 
thrills the hearts of old soldiers to meet each other. Old soldiers? As 
our mind flits back to the day we put on our uniform, it looks like we 
were robbed of our boyhood sports. Gave up the pleasures of youth 
for dreary marching and heavy muskets. Poets and palnters hâve at- 
tempted in vain to picture the' sundering of sacred ties and the greet- 
ings of long lost friends. But the wings of the muse nor the brush of 
the artist can paint the feellngs true. To part as we parted and meet 
again as we met is living life over again. In the few moments we 
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stood face to face there flashed across our minds the whole panorama 
of the past twenty-seven years. The parting on the battlefield. The 
wound of the bullet healed, but the pain of that parting to the prison 
pen never ceased. The recollection of our corn rade never left our mind. 
The varying vicissitudes of life never wilted the affection that budded 
and bloomed in our youthful breasts. That meeting was joy unstinted. 
Weakness it may appear to be, but it is a weakness we shall ever 
sacredly cherish. Would that a Morris, a Fisher, a Birdsall, a Felt, a 
McTaggart, a Smith, and others of old Ck). B could hâve united in our 
reunion a week ago. Will it ever corne? 



COMPANY *'B" FALL IN. 

New York City, April 12, 1889. 
Ed. Bolckow Herald: 

Dear Comrade: Your hearty welcome to Billy Mason and ex- 
ceeding gladness in hearing from H. I. Smith, induces the belief that 
a *'8ign" from another member of Co. B will contribute still further to 
your pleasure. 

If I hâve entered more into Personal détails in the foUowing 
sketch than may seem modest, please bear in mind that I hâve writ- 
tea for the eyes of com rades whose fellow feeling will render of In- 
terest-v-I feel assured — the most trivial incident of my narrative. 

It was in the attempt to eut through the force sent over the 
river from Columbus, Kentucky, to intercept us when returnlng vlc- 
torious to the boats waiting to take us back to Birds Point, that a 
minnie baJl or two of them pierced my arm and body and spun me 
like. a.top onto a pile of dead brush which, by the way, I hâve since 
encounter;ed in some western mattresses. I had no sooner fallen 
than I was surrounded by infuriated "Johnnies." by one of. whom sum- 
marily dispatched had not bis coinmanding offlcer humanely interposed. 
Lifted to my.feet and.sypported by two Johnnies I was majrched to .the 
rlver.bank, notwithstanding I was . faint .frqm pain apd . henioi;rhaS6- 
On reacbing tlîe. shore I was laid on my back and then left àlone.,9ome 
time after— how long, I can't détermine, I was suddenly aroused by the 
exclamation, "Why, Green, where did you come from?" On opening my 
eyes I was surprlsed and delighted to behold an old St. Louis friend 
who was in the unifprm of a Confederate offlcer, After briefly explain- 
^ng to him my situation, he told me he was in pursuit of "you fellows," 
and would hâve to go, but would visit me in the hospital in Columbus, 
where I would be taken. 

Later on, I was borne on board a steamer and conveyed to Col- 
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umbUs then in command of Blshop Polk who believed, no doubt, that 
In shootlng down the Yanks he was spreading the gospel. On reaching 
the Kentucky shore I was dumped with other helpless men into a wag- 
on and trundled to the hospital over a road as much ont of repalr as 
the politics of Kentuckey at that tlme. The exquisite torture to which the 
tom and bleeding occupants of that joltlng wagon were subjected, lan- 
guage is impotent to convey an idea. I was moved to the profoundest 
pity for my suffering companions, many of whom were worse wounded 
than myself. The hospital reached — It was a tavern before the war — 
I was dragged out of the wagon and carried In and seated on a flight of 
stairs, down whlch I would hâve rolled had I not been supported by 
the banisters against which, in my weakness, I had fallen. 
Near me sat another company B, waiting with heroic patience to hâve 
his shattered arm examined. Years after I met thls young hero in 
Clnclnnatti, where he was serving the govemment in a clérical 
capacity — ^writing with his left and only hand. From the stairs I was 
moved to the room below and laid on a pallet on the iloor which was 
strewn with wounded and dying. Shall I ever forget the relief af- 
forded by that humble bed! Let me quickly say that just hère ended 
ail rough and harsh treatment, and at the hands of one surgeon in 
particular, a man about forty years old, of grave demeanor and personal 
grandeur, I was the récipient of care so tender and devoted as to ap- 
proach quite on the verge of affection. It was as if a mother's love had 
been instantly let loose upon me. His dévotion is still a mystery. A 
number of surgeons soon came and looked at me curiously and inter- 
rogatively, then two knelt beside me and in the kindest tones Inquired if 
I was badly hurt and how I came to be in the army in such a garb. 
I hâve neglected to mention that the battle occurred so soon after my 
enlistment that there had not been tlme to provide me with a uniform 
and consequently I had gone into the âeld caporisoned like a clty man 
of fashion, and it was my apparel that paralyzed the doctors. During 
the examination one of the surgeons turned to me and with a smile re- 
marked: "What a pity to hâve spoiled such nice clothes." I asked him 
good naturedly to please interest himself in the bones they oovered. 
"Oh," he quickly observed, "you want to 11 ve to flght another day." 
"Yes," I said, "unless in the meantime you repent and return to your 
father's house.*' *'What, Abraham's bosom?" "Of course," I replled, 
"which you wickedly forsook for Beelzebub's." After my wounds were 
dressed the surgeon lingered at my side. His heart, inspired by his un- 
accountable attachment, suggested many délicate devices for my com- 
fort which his gentle hands nimbly executed. 

The other surgeons frequently visited me and one of them intro- 
duced me to some lady visltors as "our pet rebel." They sometimes in- 
dulged in good humored banter concerning the war, which exposed 
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them to Bome wholesomç if not éloquent oratory. But one day an 
order came for an exchange of prlaoners to be executed somewhere on 
the Mississippi river. A couple of soldiers in grey brought a stretcher 
to my bedside one moming and were about to lift me by legs and 
shoulders. When my surgical and steadfast friend sternly rebuked them 
for their lack of feeling and judgment, and directed them to transfer 
the bed to the stretcher with me upon it This done, I was bome direct 
to the steamer, my surgeon walking by my side. The boat reached, 
the doctor had me put on a cot amidships where there would be the 
least motion, then covering me with two blankets which he took from 
a State room, he seated himself at my head. 

Let me digress to describe a scène that exhibited more yividly 
than any other of my brief military expérience, the dreadful realities 
of war. Near my cot lay a dying drummer boy. At short intervais 
he cried in tones so chlld-like and pitiful: "Mamma, come! Corne 
mamma!" Then bis filial love rising to the sublime height of self- 
sacriflce, he exclaimed: "No, mamma, don't come! don't come! It 
would kill you to see me; it would kill you." That night he died and 
was at rest. But his poor mother — what rest for her when she saw 
his name among the dead, and perchance, read of his having reached out 
his hands for her to clasp and his last breath lovingly spoke her name. 
Go not to the battlefleld to witness the horrors of war, but rather to 
the myriad homes where hearts are bleeding and breaking. 

On reaching the Union steamer my friend superintended my trans- 
fer, and while he was sitting by he received an invitation to dine with 
the Union offlcers but declined it, preferring to remain with me, and 
with me he stayed tiU the last minute of the truce. Our steamer pro- 
ceeded at once to Mound City where I had not a few unusual expériences 
In the great hospital presided over by Dr. Franklin, of St. Louis. On 
leaving it, the surgeons discouraged my continuing in the army and 
consequently I was mustered out. • 

CALBB GRBEN. 



BATTLB OP BBLMONT. 

Mason City, lowa, March 3, 1889. 
Za Rutherford: — 

Dear Old Comrade: Tour article in the Herald touched a sympa- 
thetic chord in my nature, ano I write to thank you for the marked copy 
you sent me. I should probably never hâve known where you were or 
what you were doing had it not been for your meeting of one our old 
comrades, which you so pathetically describe, who probably divulged 
my wfaereabouts to you. I believe I separated from you under about 
the same circumstances that you so grapically picture — wounded, and 
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a prisoner — only that I was left on the field to die, while you being able 
to walk, was marched off to a worse fate, a prisoner of war. Soon af- 
ter you were taken away, Gen. Logan, who was the Ck)lonel of the Slst 
IIls., niade a gallant charge with bis régiment through the rebel lines 
and took me along with thirteen others in an army wagon and we 
escaped, although there were three ^dead in the wagon when we ar- 
rlved at the boats. From there I was taken to Mound City hospital, got 
better, returned to the régiment, was again wounded, at battle of 
Corinth; again recovered, and served until the war closed, making me 
a little over four years service. How few there are left of that old 
régiment and how they are scattered; you can scarcely flnd two in the 
same county from where they were enlisted. 

I met one of the old company this winter and it broke me ail up. 
He was a pauper, and came to see me about getting a pension. He 
served through the war and went to California, secured employment and 
had to give up bis position on account of deafness, caused by a shell 
bursting near bis head at the siège of Atlanta. I took him home with 
me and kept him over night. In the evening we talked over our ser- 
vice together, he was so deaf I had to use a lamp chimney for an ear 
trumphet, as he had lost bis on his way hère. I furnished him a proper 
certiflcate as to the cause of his disablity, secured him transportation 
and sent him back to his family happy. In the moming when we came 
to part I was completely unmanned. We both broke down in spite of 
ail we could do, notwithstanding there were neighbors and strangers 
looking on. So you can see you are not the only one who was moved 
to tears on such occasions. Don't be ashamed, I think it is Bayard who 
says: 

"The bravest are the tenderest, 
The loving are the daring." 

There is something indescribable about thèse meetings of old 
comrades; a sort of painful pleasure, too sacred and tender to be appre- 
ciated or understood by any but those who went through the fiery or- 
deal. in those dark portentious days, sharing dangers, privations and 
dçath, together, shoulder to shoulder. I think there is no man who 
bas more cause for thankfulness than I in my social and friendly re- 
lations, especially in my immédiate family, with a loving wife and 
flve interesting children, blessed with health and happiness, and I think 
there is none who enjoy and appreciate home more than I do. Yet there 
are times when even sitting at my own hearthstone with ail thèse happy 
surroundîngs, when the shades of evening gather round, and that sac- 
red hour of twilight when the sun bas sunk to rest, a time which con- 
spires to bring out our best nature, and engender beautiful thoughts, 
that it seems almost sacrilegious for even my own family to dlsturb 
my rêveries which hang like a pall of sadness over me at such times, 



Digitized by 



Google 



VBTEBAlf VOLUlfTERB ÎNFANTRY 273 

and I weave in my imagination a cypress vlne around the shrine of thoae 
who gave up their young lives in the cause, and who we buried in un- 
known graves on the field or by the roadside on our onward march to 
Yictory gained at such a terrible cost. 

I never shall forget that day you speak of, as you were tiken 
prisoner. You probably did not see Lieut. Gardner. He waa shot dqwn 
and then clubbed over the face and head with the butt of a musket, 
and left for dead, but he was carried off and taken to the hospltal and 
lived several days. His face was so disfigured you would not hâve 
known him. He was unable to speak or see. I laid the next cot to him 
and could not rest for his moans from pain and suttering, and the 
memory of it to this day clings to me like a horrid nightmare. I could 
flll page after page of such trials and sufferings if I had time, space 
and descriptive powers to do so, but I cannot do it. 

I wish I could meet yoii. I looked up your location on the map 
only to find that I had passed through your town about two years ago 
and on the same trip went wlthin a short distance of where Dave An- 
drews lived in Nebraska, and did not know it at the time or would 
hâve stopped over and seen you both. 

Did you ever look up the record in the Adjt. General's office of our 
old régiment? It shows 484 killed and wounded. This does not ihclude 
those who died from disease or in prison. There were 130 killed and 
mortally wounded. The latter figures were not surpassed by any régi- 
ment from lowa, and only equalled by one, the 6th infantry. I know that 
some make greater claims for their régiments, but they are not borne 
out by the record. The total causalities of the régiment during the 
war was 880. 

The years glide swiftly by, and the gray hairs come creeping in. 
It is nealry 28 years since we donned the blue together, and marched 
out of that little church at Charles City, that beautiful Sabbath morn- 
ing. The probabilities are that we shall never meet again this side of 
eternity, but let us hope and pray that aro jnd the throne of the Etemal 
Qod we shall ail be there to answer to roll call when the last bug)e 
sounds the assembly. 

Grod bless and prosper you and yours is the prayer of your old 
comrade in arms. 

Co. B, 7th lowa, Vet. Infantry. H. I. SMITH. 



ECHOErf FROM COMPANY "G." 
In Company "G" there was an odd genius whose name was Cor- 
nélius Dévore (by the way as good a soldier as ever shouldered a mus- 
ket), and who waa a great admirer of Abraham Lincoln. Always when 
the names of great men were under discussion. Dévore would wind up 
by saying, "Abe Lincoln is the greatest and best man in the world." 
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His admiration for Lincoln was so great that he was flnally nicknamed 
Lincoln, and by that name he went through the remainlng three 
years of seryice, and many who knew him weil, knew him by no other 
name. 

On one occasion some one suggested to him that his great ad- 
miration for Lincoln was ail for nothing, that Abe Lincoln wouldn't 
speak to him if he should meet' him in the road. Dévore got excited 
at this statement, and declared that he would write a letter, or hâve 
one written, to Abe Lincoln, that Lincoln would answer in person 
himself. The wager was accepted, and ail entered into the matter 
with a great deal of interest, and Dévore dictated the letter. He 
asked the Président in the first place to secure his discharge from the 
army, and gave as his reason that he was the json of an aged widowed 
mother, who was not only getting very old but very feeble; that he 
had a llttle brother who was a crlpple for life, and that both thèse 
people were in a large measure dépendent on him for support; that 
his mother was a good, true, loyal woman, and that out of love for 
her country she had consented for him to go into the service in its 
défense; that he had been out now over two years, had done his whole 
duty, been a brave and triie soldier, and that now it looked to him 
as though the war might last much longer, and that he believed tfaere 
were others much more able and who had not the same duties to 
perform as he had, and who were wiUing and able to do the flghtlng 
for the country, and that he thought it was now his duty to go home 
and look after his old mother and his cripple4 brother. About two 
weeks later Dévore received a letter enclosed in the well known white 
envelope of the Executive Mansion at Washington. 

Of course this news flew from one to another with the rapidity 
of llghtning that Dévore had received a letter from the Président of 
the United States, and in less time than it tak'es to write it, company 
"6" was assembled to hear it read. The great and gogd m^n acknow- 
ledged the receipt of a letter and opened his sympatl^etic heiirt and 
told Dévore how sorry he was for his good olii patriotic mother and 
his little brother and stated how glad he would be to assist him; 
also acknowledged that it was within his power to hâve him dis- 
charged from the army, but stated that it would be a very bad pré- 
cèdent, and that if he should allow himself to be moved by the sym- 
pathetic and honest appeals which were coming to him from ail parts 
of the country, and dischurge ail who were similarly situated, that it 
would actually crlpple the service. The boys had lots'of fun over the 
letter, but the great and good Lincoln never knew t-hat the letter 
written to him by Dévore was the resuit of a wager, and that Dévore 
had no thought and no désire to be discharged from the army. Not- 
withstandlng, every word in the letter that he wrote to the Président 
was the truth. 
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A RARE RBLIC OF THE WAR. 

COVBRED WITH GORE. AND AN INTERESTING DESCRIPTION OP 

THÎ3 SAMB, BY ONE OF OUR CITIZBNS, WHO 

WAS AN EYE WITNESS. 

( From Cerro Qordo County Republican.) 

N. P. Dodge, of Council Bluffs, passed through hère last week 
and left wlth Capt. Smith, his brother's, Maj. Gen. G. M. Dodge, com- 
mission which the General had in his pocket when he was wounded be- 
fore Atlanta durlng the war. It is a rare relie of the war, Is printed 
on parchment, bears the genuine signature of Président Abraham Lin- 
coln, and Edwin M. Stanton, Sec. of War, and over one-half of Its sur- 
face is covered wlth the blood that flowed from his wound. Capt. Smith 
was in the rifle pit wlth him when he was wounded, and Mr. Dodge 
has askea him to write out the particular circumstances of his being 
wounded, which wlth the commission is to be deposiied in th& State 
Library. Capt. Smith wlll taV.e pleasure in showing it to any one who 
wlll call at the First National Bank. 

N. P. Dodge, Council Bluffs, lowa. 

Dear Sir: In compllance with your request, I write to say that 
I am only too glad to glve you my recollections of the circumstances 
under which your brother, Maj. Gen. G. M. Dodge, was wounded Aug. 
18, 1864, before Atlanta. On the Atlanta campaign the General had com- 
mand of the left wing of the 16th Army Corps in the Army of ttie Ten- 
nessee, commanded by Maj. Gen. McPherson; who was kllled at the bat- 
tle of Atlanta, July 22, 1864. 

After the battle of the 22nd we swung 'round to the rlght of At- 
lanta; had a severe fight on the 28th, in which Logan's 15th corps was 
prlnclpally engaged and suffered the heavlest loss. Our corps took ad- 
vantage of the comparative light résistance In our front, and pushed 
our Une, the 16th corps, close up to the main rebel works around At- 
lanta; and held the Une until we could throw up temporary works of 
our own, which we 8treny:thened from day to day, or I should say from 
nlght to nlght, (as it was not very healthy to be exposed building 
breastworks there In daylight) until we had a pretty strong Une of 
works. The rebels* main works, in our front, were only about 40 rods 
beyond. They had two 64 pound seige guns, with so many obstruc- 
tions in their front, such as chev aux de friz trou de loups, and wires 
stretched about four inches hlgh to trip charging troops, and posts or 
palisades in the hoUow, too close to get between and too high to climb, 
over which they could fire from their works on the hill beyond. After 
we had this Une of works completed, the General ordered up a 32 Ib. 
Rodman gun, drawn by sixteen yoke of oxen, placed it at the left of 
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our régiment, the 7th lowa, and ordered it flred every flve minutes, 
nlght and day, at the rebel works, or at the troops arriving on trains, 
or about the dépôt, which was In plain slght about a mile distant. On 
the right of our brigade he plac^ Co. H, Ist Mb. Light Artillery, which 
had two 10 pound Parrots, and four 12 pound brass Napolean guns. We 
bullt a furnace out of clay, eut wood from the surrounding timber, and 
flred red-hot shot from* the smooth-bore guns, and solid conlcal shot 
from the rifled Parrots, and laid regular siège to the clty. Gen. Dodge*s 
profession as civil engineer, came in good play about this time; he 
planned and ordered built advance works or rifle pits in front of our 
main Une, with ditches extending to them from our main works, 
through which those on duty could pass back ànd forth without much 
exjxMure to the enemy's sharpshooters, and it was in this ^kirmlsh or 
rifle pit that the gênerai was wounded. The pits were made narrow 
and long enough to hold a company of men, but the ranks had become so 
depleted from the causal .les of war, that the companles were not half 
full, and in our régiment there was not an average of one commissioned 
offlcer to a company, so that usually there would be the remuant of 
two companies and one commissioned offlcer in the pits at one time» 
bringing the détails in the pits on duty every 3rd or 4th day.I was then a 
flrst lieutenant and belonged to Ck>. "B," but that day I had command 
of Co. "I" and another company of my régiment, Co. "D," which had 
no commissioned offlcer, and was on duty in the skirmish pits, and the 
gênerai crawled through the ditch followed by one member of his staiT 
to us. I told him to be careful about exposing hls head above the 
Works, as it would call forth a volley from the rebei sharpshooters, 
and to prove my assertions I put my cap on a bayonet, stuck it above 
the Works, and at once there was at least a dozen sbots came whizzing 
at it The General talked with the men and myself about the proba- 
bilities of getting over the rebel works and obstructions in front in 
case of a charge. We told him it would be utterly impossible to charge 
the works in our front, and to more thoroughly convince him, I în- 
vited him to the left of the pit, where we had a peep hole through the 
bank to look and shoot through. He followed me to it; private Cahlll, 
Oo.'*I,"a îittle Irishman, was shooting through the hole. I told him to 
step to one side and let Gen. Dodge look through,and he did so. I looked 
flrst to see if ail was clear, and stepped back and the gênerai stepped 
in my front, and just as he was looking through, a minnie bail came 
through the loop-hole and struck the gênerai in the forehead, peeled 
a ribbon ott his scalp laylng hls skull bare; glanced ott the top of his 
head and went through the top of his black slouch hat he wore. He 
fell across my feet pinning me fast in the ditch; he quivered and bled, 
and I supposed he was killed. I sent two men to the rear for a stretcher, 
and the men released me and we watched him with no expectatlon that 
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he wonld ever revive.After tho gênerai was taken off I picked up a pièce 
of hls Bcalp with the hair on It, and after the war brought it home and 
kept It a number of years. The look-out hoie in the wôrks was made 
by splittlng a pièce off the corner of an empty pine cartridge caae, V 
shaped, laying it on top of the works and covering it with dlrt. The 
bullet stnick the pine board and glançed to the générales head, whlch 
saved his life, as the force of the bail was partially spent when it 
struck him. 

I hâve a very vivid recollection of ail the circumstances, and 
others also that occurred in that same pit. A day or two afterwards 
in the same place we'were sittlng in the pit, eating our supper, w)ien 
a cannon bail took the head off a sergeant, Ben. Thomas,, Co. "D/' 
who sat beside me ; my coat was oovered with his blood and the tin cup 
of coffee from which we were both drinking was flUed with his brains. 
Another time a shell came through the works with the fuse still bum- 
ing, struck a soldier, . Nick Swenson, bruising his knee, and with the 
utmost coolness and présence' of mind he picked it up, threw it back 
over the works, when immediately it burst on the outside dolng no 
damage. Again we were waiting and watching our colored company 
cook coming out with a camp-kettle of coffee on his head, when the 
Rebel batteries suddenly opened on us, and a 64 pounder struck near 
the cook and he disappeared from sight. After the firing had ceased 
I sent a détail to look him up and found him curled up in the hole in 
the ground the cannon bail had made. The coffee was spilled, and he 
said he had acted on the principle that lightning never struck twice 
in the same place, and had gone in the hole for safety. At another 
time a soldier was sitting writing a letter home, and a minnie bail 
was shot through the letter and the board he was writing on. He fin- 
ished his epistle with the utmost coolness, explaining the circumstances 
and sentit home. I recoUect Gen. Dodge's headquarters were in the 
edge of the woods in rear of the main Une, supposed to be so far away 
as to be out of range of the artlUery, and the rebels opened up about 
supper time with their blg guns and the shells burst so near that it 
upset the supper table and eut short their repast. After a heavy raln 
the pits would be nearly half full of water,in which we would hâve to 
stand or sit until dried up; and in the fair days it would be so hot we 
were nearly cooked. They were so close to the Rebel works thaï we 
had no trouble in talking with the occupants, and frequently did so. 
if we said anything that displeased them they ususlly replied with a 
shot or volley. 

The gênerai was beloved by the offlcers and soldiers of his com- 
mand. We had full confidence in him as a commander, and he always 
manifested an interest in our welfare. We felt as though we had lost 
our best friend and we were orphans after he left Shortly after he 
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left us, one division was transferred to the 15th Army Corps, and the 
other to the 17th and 6en. Dodge's command lest their identlty as one of 
the grand divisions of Sherman's victorious army. 

* Very truly yours, 

H. I. SMITH, 
Ex- Captain 7th Iowa Vétéran Infantry. 



YULETIDB IN THE ARMY FORTY YEARS AGO. 
( From Mason City Globe-Gasett^.) 

After a service of two and a half years on the flghting Une in the 
C^vil War the Seventh Iowa Infantry with General Dodge's command 
were sent to Pulaski, Tenn., to rest and recruit It was there that the 
régiment, with others, veteranized; those who volunteered again for 
another three years were given a thirty days furlough home. During 
the intérim we were given enough duty scouting, raiding and guarding 
supply and ammunition trains, etc., to work ont our muscle and keep 
us out of mischief. The terminus of the rallroad was at Columbia, forty 
miles over the Granny White Pike, thence to Chattanooga, the front. 
Those who did not re-enlist were left to keep open the cracker Une 
and get ready for the Atlanta campaign. It was not until after the 
holldays that we were mustered and ready to go home. 

Christmas tide brlngs memories of home and feasts. In the spirit 
of good cheer, our mess thought we would celebrate the event; as we 
had not had an opportunlty before since we flrst enlisted,the"corporal" 
being a good forager and provident provider, was chosen Chancellor 
of the mess with full power to purchase supplies, secure an extra chef, 
ftx up the menu and run the whole push. Being a native of the Isle's, 
he thought an English plum pudding with necessary frills would be 
about the proper thing, so proceeded to get flour, suet, raisins, currants, 
flavors and soft bread. For chef Sugar Bill, a safFron son of Senegambia 
was chosen (he cooked for the Colonels horses). He claimed to be a 
shumuff cook. We chopped up the stuff, tied it up in a cloth with a 
string and put it in the camp kettle to boil. Somehow it did not work 
like the Loyal baking powder, pictured in advertlsements; it did not 
lift the pot lid, or straln the pudding bag like mother's used to; but 
seemed sad, dejected, and the flavors that arose were dîsappointing. 
It had a pungent horse mediclne smell. Members of the mess dropped 
around during the préparation of the feast, volunteerlng cynical re- 
marks more or less exasperatlng. Tim Spence sald the shortening 
should hâve been renovated. Dave Andrews thought if salt-rlsing 
emptings had been put in, it would hâve been light. Sam Folsom said 
put in concentrated lye to kill the oder and seldlitz powders to make 
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it llght. Jim Wilson yelled to the boys to corne and llsten to it stink. 
This of course was somewhat exasperating, but I stood pat and bided 
my time. We boiled it threé liours, but like hard tack, the longer M 
boiled the smaller and tougher it got. We had been on half rations, 
had ravenous appetites; it wjas a ground hog case — that or nothing, so 
we swallowed it down with wrath and commissary sauce flavored wlth 
peppermint, whlch was ail we could get. At retreat the feast was served. 
No grâce was sald, but the Gorporal quoted from Spokeshave, "He that 
hath no flght for this feast let hlm départ." 

, In those days we were young, tough and hungry, with stomachs 
that would digest a grindstone. We smoked, chewed and drank to také 
the taste out of our mouth, and tried to work it off with a stag dance» 
but it was no use. It wôuld not down. Taps sounded, which meant to 
turn in and keep quiet. We rolled up in our blankets and laid down 
and tried to. There was "no sleep till mom," joy was the reverse of 
unconflned. Ordinarily if we could get enough to eat we cpuld sleep 
like babes, or with the cal m consciousness of a Christian (with four 
aces.) 

The muffled conversation in the dog tents, within sound was about 
as follows: Lient. Folsom said he could taste soap and kérosène. Abe 
Talbot said his distillery was working sour mash. Curt. Ford thought 
he could taste seven brands of apple jack! Dave Andrews said he was 
going to get up and get some deoderizer to neutralize his duodeum and 
counter effect the acid juice in his gastritus. Bill Akers said Andrews 
needed a counter irritant, hit him and put him out of the game. A 
classical cuss in Co. "B" recited: "Our stomach roars, it's contents 
seek for flight and I will fling it up in the.clouds. I feel i^s though I 
was in the flame and it in me. Ail my life and ail the veins of it, and 
ail the days of it, and ail old things in it, far away. things," right hère 
he was fatally hurt and died in poignant agony, before the regimental 
soûl mender coUld be got. It served him right. His assassin was 
acquitted, and so it went. The sergeant of the guard came around, or- 
dered quiet, saying this is not a "hollerday^' season, but should be a 
time of peace and gbod will. Someone crooned, "Home Sweet Home," a 
shoe shied at his head reminded him that anything softening was not 
according to camp étiquette. One. at a time we sneaked out to the 
timber line, choking and gasping, until there was a quartette with heads 
hanging over one log turning ourselves inside out and giving everything 
back. The captain of Co. "G," a most devout swearer, was ofQcer of 
the day that night; he came around to warn us to keep quiet and asked 
me if I was sick. I asked him if he thought I was pukeing for fun. He . 
said something that sounded like "Helen's babies," don't you know that 
it is after taps and lights are out? I said,"Yes,and I am on tap,my lights 
and liver are both out and I am retching for the other functions." Udi^j^ 
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with coldness he sald: "Consider yourself under arrest and report at 
headquarters in the moming." I told hlm I would be glad to hâve him 
arrest. this business now. He referred me to the doctor. 

After running through the whole gamut of agony, dayllght and 
the end came and I crawled back to my pup tent to try and rest. 

A few days before we had publicly hung one of the Ninth Illinois 
who had brutally murdered his captain, together with a rebel spy, Sam 
Davis, on the campus of the school grounds. (See page 105.) 

The Ninth Illinois man deserved his fate, but I hâve always 
thought that Davis ought not to hâve been hung, although there was 
no doubt of his guilt. To somewhat ease my conscience and atone for 
my small part in the aflair, about ten years ago I contributed towards 
building his monument at Nashville. For some reason my letter of 
transmittal was published in the proceedings at the dedication of the 
monument. Extracts from the letter follow, together with poem cl 
Trotwood, the latter a touching tribute: 

Davis had minute information, facts and figures of number of 
troops and where stationed upholstered in his saddle and pegged in 
his boots, that he could not hâve got anywhere except from General 
Dodge's staff. The gênerai offered him hiç life, liberty and escort to 
the enemy's Unes if he would tell who gave the information. He refus- 
ed to do so, saying, "if he had a thousand lives to sacrifice, he would 
not do it." He died game with his secret. We could endure to flght if 
men braved to stand up, shoot, give and take, but such ghastly busi- 
ness as tying men 's hands behind them and doing hangman's duty Is 
not to the taste of the soldier. The grueeome thou^^ts hung lîke a black 
shadow over us, invoking hideous specters enough to give us the buck- 
ing nightmare, so that we did not need indigestion to keep ua awake. 
Night wore apace and the gastronomie contortions continued untll 
moming, when four of us lined up for sick call. The doctor diagnosed 
our cases as follows: Ford had St. Vitus dance, Wilson water brash, 
and Talbot appendicitis, and Doc said he could not tell whether I was 
love sick or had a jaundiced liver, but he gave us ail tickets to the 
hospital steward. He gave us each a calomel pill, about ea big as a 
tumble bug bail and one-fourth pound of Epsom salts for a finisher, 
and ordered us to report again in ûie moming. We lived in spite of the 
doctor. 

The report of the committee who examined the cook shows that 
he claimed he put in two cups of condition powder, as he was not fur- 
nished baking powder, and he thought it would give it tone and color, 
but that he unintentionally put in too much. They simply kicked 
him more and vigorously than usual and let it go at that. After the 
festivities were over, as soon as I was able, I went around to see the 
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âoctor and asked hlm why having gruessed me différent from the reat, 
that he prescribed the same for me. He said I was a pathological puz- 
zle. "Yea" I said, "but what makes me so hoarse ail the time?" "Oh/' 
he said, "that's easy — you are such a vociferous liar." So I cashed In 
my chips, qult the game and hâve not prevaricated since. 



WOMEN OF THE WAR. 

I cannot close this book without rcndering to the women of the 
war that meed of praise due them, for their patience, endurance and 
loyalty to the cause of the country and loved ones at the front during 
the long struggle for the life of the Nation. Because of their modesty, 
their share of the work has not been credited, and their expériences 
and suffering hâve not been heralded as they should; it is due them 
that their deeds be recorded, so that future générations may know of 
their loyal sacrifices, their silent endurance and lofty patience. 

There is no doubt that it was easier for the men to endure the 
hardships, wounds, death and service at the front in the hotly contest- 
ed struggle, especially where victory resulted and the paens of }oy 
drowned the cries of the wôunded. 

The resigned and tranquil suffering of the women during the 
war; their bereavements and anxious waiting and working during 
the absence of their kin and loved ones at the front where their lov- 
ing hands could not minister to their suffering; their deeds of noble- 
ness in the country's extremity. 

Their work in the Sanitary Commision, with its uumerous Aid 
Societies, needed by the emergencies of the time. The letters of in- 
spiration and encouragement from home; the heroism and unselflsh- 
ness of the noble army of women at home and nurses in fleld and 
hospital who worked untiringly while the war lasted, "exerted a 
gréa ter moral force on the nation than the army that carried muskets." 

Who has not been the récipient of care frdm Mother Bickerdyke 
or some of her organized corps of nurses in the hospitals, or herself 
on the battlefleld? "With lantern in hand groping in the dark among 
the dead. Stooplng down and turning their cold faces toward her, 
she scrutinized them searchingly, uneasy lest some might be left to 
die uncared for. She could not rest while she thought any were over^ 
looked who were y et living." 

"At the battle of Corinth, on the second day of the flght, Mother 
Bickerdyke and her hospital came within range of the enemy's ar- 
tillery, and the fearful missles of death fell with fatal précision 
among the hélpless men. There was no alternative but to remove them 
a^ain. Wom out with the beat and her unparalleled labors, while 



Digitized by VjOÔQ IC 



282 HI8TORT OF THB SEVENTH lOWA 

shot and shell and grape and canister were dealing death around 
her, sbe bent her énergies to Uiis unaccustomed work. They were 
removed to a beautiful grove wlthln the range of the hostile guna, 
where shot and shell passed harmlessly over them. After the battle 
they were carried back to their hospitals.'* 

The zeal and dévotion of the women never flagged. 

Men, flred with enthusiasm and inspired by drums, march to 
the cannon's mouth. But for women to send forth their husbands. 
sons, brothers and lovers to the fearful chances of battlefleld, know- 
ing the risks they run, in volves agony and suffering calling forth 
heroic fortltude not required in prowess or fearlessness. This the 
women did throughout the country, forcing their white lips to utter 
a cheerful goodbye when their hearts were nigh breaking. , 

They were willing to forego pleasure, endure hardships, take the 
place of men in fleld, counting room, or shop. They retrenched their 
expenditures and heeded not the mandates of fashion; their patrlotism 
arose to the loftiest height of dévotion and they were ready to bear, 
or to suffer, for their beloved country, even in the country's defeat 
and in the face of the news of the death of their loved ones, they con- 
tinued to give the government their faith, and patiently prayed, 
worked and waited in anguish. 

Protestant and Catholic vied with each other in their errands 
of mercy and work for the comfort and encouragement of the men in 
the army/ Sisters of Charity and the Red Cross Society dropped ail 
questions of caste or conventionalism, and scraped lint and rolted ban- 
dages and made garments for the hospitals and nursed the suffering 
wherever needed and arose to the height of every emergency. 

Many died from eyertion and overtaxed strength in the work 
they performed in hospital and fleld. A noble example of one of thèse 
was one Miss M. H. Paies, a highly cultured lady of middle âge who 
died in a St. Louis hospital, exhausted by over work as a nurse, after 
giving over two years of her life in the service. A beautiful letter to 
the writer, who never met her, follows, showing her sweet 
nature and fervor for her country. Who shall say she was not as 
much a martyr to the cause as though she gave her lïfe on the battle- 
fleld. Then there was Doratha Dix, Mary A. Livermore, Jane C. Hoge, 
Cordelia Harvey, and Mary J. Safford, and a host of others who sac- 
rifleced health and comforts for the cause. Let us rewalrd them ail due 
crédit and praise. , 

BREVET WIDOWS OF WAR. 

I can remember It as distinctly as if it ail happened yesterday, 
though I waa only a child of eight at the time; indeed, if I should 11 ve 
to be eighty, I think the departure of the soldiers for the front in the 
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summer of 1861 must ever remain among'my most vlvid recollectionB. 
Such scènes became very familiar as the years of carnage went on, 
but this particular occasion impressed me, because it was the last time 
I ever saw my father. I recall him as a tall man of 35, looking particu- 
larly handsome in bis blue and gold lieutenants uniform. There were 
tears in bis voice as be kissed me good bye, and when be held my young 
motber and my baby sister in bis arms, witb bis bearded face between 
tbeir's, the scène swam before my brimming eyes, and my lips were 
bot and my tbroat sp lumpy and dry tbat I could not cry out as mucb 
as I wanted to. 

And tbere was Jennie Somers, my motber's pretty young cousin — I 
tbink ber pretty still, thàugb tbe sweet face bas pain lines in it, and the 
wavy brown hair bas changed to gray— Cîousin Jennie was engaged to 
Frank Edwards, a sergeant in father's company, and I remember seeing 
the two with their hands interlocked.while cheering troops were pouring 
into the cars tbat were waiting to burry them to the red flelds of death 
In the South. 

My father fell before Fort Ponaldson, and his is one of the un- 
known and unmarked graves. Frank Edwards sucoeeded to tbe com- 
mande and he, too, died with the cheers of bis men ringing In hls ears 
from the captured crésts of Atlanta. 

From the hour when the bullet tbat slew my father flew over 
rivers and hills tlU it reached our home in Montgomery county and 
found its final resting place in my mother's heart, she wore black till 
a year ago, when she changed the widow's weeds for the white robes 
of immortality. And Jennie Somers, she is single still; people do not 
speak of her as ''the widow of a gallant soldier," as they did of my 
motber, yet she is as much one as if she had been Frank Edward's 
wife. Only a few weeks ago I passed her window. I saw her looking 
at the picture of a handsome young soldier, and I raised my bat wlthout 
her seeing me, for I knew as well as herself the change tbat would bave 
come to her life had the original of tbat picture lived. 

Years and years ago the case of Jennie Somers, no uncommon 
one in the north and south, set me a thinking, and in my travels I was 
surprised at the number of unmarrled women of her âge tbat I met. 
Thèse are the women who would bave married, had not the war killed 
Qft on both sides about five hundred thousand single men. 

Look over the last cénsus report and you wlll be surprised to see 
tbat the number of unmarried women between the âges of forty-five and 
fifty-five, corresponds very nearly to the number of unmarried men 
who fell in the war. Thèse women were either engaged to the men 
who never came back, or in the usual course of events they would 
bave been engaged, and so I bave come to call them— and I tbink the 
name a good one— "Brevet War Widows." 
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Far be it from me to underestimate the valor and the heoric 
sufferinîK of the American soldler in that long and bloody contest, but 
I think that In contemplating what was done and endured on battle- 
fleld and in prison pen by the men, we are apt to overlook the heroic 
patience and the ceaseless heart torture of the mothers, the wives» 
and the sweethearts whose dear ones had gone to the war, and of the 
long subséquent suffering of the wîdows — real and brevet. 

When the great battle was over, the roll call accounted for the 
présent and the absent, but there were no momlng and evening roll 
calls for the women of the land. They heard of fierce battles and the 
dread that was never absent deepened into a feeling of horror. They 
did not dare to read the list of the klUed and wounded, fearing that 
the loved name would meet the gaze. They feared to meet the neigh- 
hors who had read the papers, lest an expression of sympathy might 
reveal the dreaded truth. Oh, the horror of the days of waiting when 
every mail was watched and relief came only wlth the sight of the 
familiar writing of the dear hand. 

And then, worse than the direct news of among the many un- 
coffined and unknown, or what was equally horrible, he might be a 
prisoner, wounded perhaps, and suffering in those hells of agony, a 
roofliess, foodless prison pen. 

No, the men never suffered as did the women, for a wound must 
cease sometime to torture; but the awful anxiety of the mothers, wives 
and sweethearts had no cessation, but continued tiU the worst was 
learned, or relief came with the firing of the last gun. 

And so I honor in my heart the old maids, brevet war widows 
of the land. Each one suggests to me a gallant soldier dead, each one 
brings vividly to mind a noble sacrifice made without ostentation, and 
a loveless life endured without complaint. 

HOWARD S. FBNTON. 



The correspondence, of which the following letter formed a part, 
was brought about by the following peculiar coinciaence: In the winter 
of 1862, one of Cerro Gordo's boys in the war was retuming to the front 
after being home on a wounded furlough, having been severely wounded 
at the battle of Belmont, Nov. 7, 1861, and while on the train in Illinois, 
a sister of the lady who wrote the letter bought an orange oi the pea- 
nut boy and told him to give it to the soldier in the front end of the 
car, and to tell him she was the mother of a wounded soldier. The party 
tumed around in his seat, bowed thanks to the giver. and nothing was 
said until the train arrived at the junction, where the lady was to get 
off, and as' she did so she passed by the soldier, extended her hand and 
said she always wanted to shake hands with every soldier she saw. She 
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Inquired his name and to what command he.belong:ed, and the answer 
developed the fact that her son belonged to the same company, was 
wounded in the same battle, and both were in the hospital together;' 
and in the hurried talk she could do nothing but chlde herself and ex- 
press her sorrow at having ridden in the s€une car nearly ail day with 
a comrade of her son whom she had not seen since he enlisted, and 
not flnding it ont until the time came to part. She went to Quincy, 
where her slster, the writer of the letter, lived, and related the circum- 
stanœs. Afterward at the battle of Shlloh, a brother of the party to 
whom the letter was written was wounded and put on board a hospital 
steamer and died on his way to Keokuk hospital— was put off and 
burted at Quincy, 111., and as they supposed it was the same soldier 
they met on the caars, they took so much interest in him that they 
flxed up the grave, planted flowers over it and put up a head board, 
and wrote to a friend in the company the particulars, and he gave the 
letter to the party to whom the letter is addreased, who answered it, 
and the letter prlnted is in'response. She was a maiden lady and died 
before tne war closed, and hence they never had the pleasure of meet- 
ing. 

AN INCIDKNT OF THE WAR. 

Nearly seven years hâve elapsed since the war. Thrilling tele- 
grams from the South no longer come to startle the heart with dread 
fears; to cast thousands of homes into deep mourning for the loved 
ones who hâve gone down; to electrify with the glad news of victory, 
or to cast down with the tidings of defeat. We are at peace. and only 
the memory of those dayrf is left with us. But in how many homes 
are treasured as the last souvenir of some gallant one who has gone 
down in the shock of battle, or given up his life in the dreary hospital. 
a sword, a mus^et, a faded coat, or some other little mémento of the 
soldier hero. Thèse are constantly reminding us of those silent sleepers 
in the National Cemeteries or in the un-marked graves where they 
hâve fallen; and the thoughts of the soldiers who were permitted to 
retnm, are often led back to the time when they wore the blue. A 
thousand things to them serve to keep fresh in mind the incidents, the 
scènes, of soldier dayEt. One meets his comrades on the street, and 
they stop to talk over old times; he may open some long forgotten 
drawer, he wlll flnd a package of letters recel ved while in the army, 
and carefully treasured. What a romance may be written and folded 
in the yellow and time wom coverings! what words of cheer from 
friends at home, and from loyal hearts who felt that a soldier, though 
a stranger, was neor and dear to them. They hâve not lost their power 
to bless, to make the heart better and stronger, even now, though the 
writing is faded, and the paper yellow and musty with âge. 

Many a gallant soldier knows how his heart grew stronger and 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



286 HISTOBT OF THE SBVBNTfl lOWA 

hls arm was nerved to the contest by the réception of such letters as 
we hâve spoken of. It made him feel that there were those who cared 
for him in the north; that 'ail loyal hearts were looking to him — ^their 
prayers were for him and their bénédictions upon him. 

While in our office the other day Capt. H. I. Smith, a gallant 
soldier who fought hls way up from the ranks in the 7th lowa, related 
to UB the Incident we are about to narrate, which we glve in his own 
words as we can remember. 

On his retum from a wounded furlough to his régiment in the 
winter of 1861-2 in the cars of the Illinois Central R. R., he was pre- 
sented with an orange by the train boy who told him that the orange 
had been paid for by a lady in the forward end of the car, who told him 
(the boy) to tell the captain that she was the mother of a wounded 
soldier. The captain bowed his thanks, and nothing more was said 
until the cars reached the Junction where the lady was to change cars. 
As she passed out she extended her hand to him, remarking that she 
felt a deep interest in ail soldiers, especially wounded ones; and in 
the course of the conversation it was dlscovered that her son was a 
member of the captain's company — bmith did not wear the bars of a 
captain, it must be remarked. Â little of the captain's history was 
given, at the request of the lady, and they parted. In the summer of 
1862 the captain's brother, who was with him in the same company. 
was wounded at the battle of Shiloh, and was placed on a Hospital 
boat bound for one of the northem hospitals. He died on this boat, 
and was buried at Quincy, Illinois. 

A slster of the lady, whom the Capt. had met on the cars, hap- 
pened to be in the hospital, at that point, taking care of her nephew 
who was sick in the hospital, and one day while wandering thro' the 
National Cemetery she dlscovered the Capt. brother's grave. Suppos- 
Ing it to be the grave of the Captain, she had the grave fixed up, and 
planted snow drops, and flowers upon it. She then wrote to one of 
the boys of the Captain's company informing him of what she had 
done. The young man who recel ved the letter showed.it to the cap- 
tain, who replied to it, giving her, as she had manifested such a deep 
interest in him, his family as well as his mllitary history. To this he 
received the following reply: . 

Quincy, August 12, 1863. 
My Dear Friend. — I thank you for your deeply interestlng letter 
which I received the first of this week. I appreciàte the kind feeling 
and confidence which led you to give me the family détails, yf\Açh it 
is so gratlfying for me to know. I trust that you will stlll further oblige 
me by informing me of your mother's résidence, and by writing to me 
from time to tim«, that I may know of your welfare, until I shall hâve 
the privilège to greet you face to fa e. My sister and myself hâve felt 
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anxious to know if you had escaped the hazards of war. It wlll give 
U8 heartfeit pleasure to glve you the welcome of a son or nephew, when 
you are able to retum hither. I am anxious that you should not feel 
like a stranger. At flrst we grieved over the little mound in our cerne- 
tery as being your resting place, for we did not know you ever had a 
brother in Co. "B/' In. visiting the hospitals we always Inquired if 
there were any of the lowa 7th there. My sister's heart was particularly 
drawn towards any of her son's comrades who were suffering. When 
you met her on the cars she was on her way to visit me, having just 
become a widow. 

Very soon after your brother's hurlai, I found his grave, and wrtote 
to my nephew, who. had left the hospital in Mound City in February. 
I will copy part of his reply: "I do not know whether there is any 
young man in Co. "B" or not by the name of Peter Smith. I recollect 
a clever young fellow by the name of Smith— probably the one mother 
met on the cars when on her way to Quincy. I can't recall the surname 
of this youth. He was a young man singularly amiable, correct in his 
gênerai deportment, and one who, I thought, possessed unusual, though 
none the less becoming, simplicity. He was fragile and sickly when 
he went to Belmont, where he was not mùch improved by the wounds 
he received. I can*t imagine why. he should be taken to Quincy, unless 
it was thought he would -there be best cared for. Poor fellow! mur- 
dered! and in the foulest sensé of the word. Traitors, the Recording 
Angel has put that down on the débit side of your account. You'll 
see it too at the proper time. You may well be drawn to that little 
mouùd. I should think the very grave-stones would weep o'er the spots 
they mark. Grave-yards grow fat, while the hearts of households grow 
lean and starve! I once expected to rest in some humble grave myself. 
I could not see any way to escape, but* one was taken and the other left.* 
I was left. The cot on my left I saw vacated, time and time again. In 
the sunlight apd at midnight, the tread of men would cease, and the 
creak of the busy stretcher would suddenly pause at the foot of my 
neighbor's cot. The gleam of the 'lantem, dimly burning,* would re- 
veal but for a moment the face of the dead;agaln the creak of the stret- 
cher was heard, momentary shuffling of feet followed and then the heavy 
tramp, tramp, tramp, as ail that was mortal of that tender-hearted, 
meek-eyed patriotic boy was removed to the' dead room. Traitors, 
there are not angels enough in heaven to record your infamous deeds. 
That's right, let Charley hear from you; he will know about this young 
Smith. Can't a board, if nothing more, be placed at the head of his 
grave? I forgot; I recollect there is a slab. I did not know, even by 
name, many of "the boys" of Co. **B." I was with them but a week. 
One of thèse times I shall hâve a word or two to say conceming some 
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of the boys of Co. "B" — those that were of more than ordlnary inter- 
est in regard to talents and In other respects." 

After receiving this letter from my nephew, I heard from Mr. 
Trot (Charley) that it was your brother who was left in our keeping, and 
that you were with your régiment, although you had not been well. 
We knew before that your brother was left in Quincy, because he died on 
the "City of Memphis," when on his way to Keokuk. He was buried 
on the 18th of May, 1862, my cousin, Rev. S. Hopkins Emery, officiât- 
ing as the clergyman. Four other s were buried at the same tlme— two 
of them from the same boat, lowa "boys," who died on the way to 
their own state. In my next letter I will give you the names of thèse 
men, for it may be interesting for your mother to know them. Yester- 
day I rode out to the cemetery with Mr. Emery, following the remaina 
of another soldier^a Tennessee refugee — who died in one of our hos- 
pitals, where my cousin acts as chaplain. Mr. Emery prayed at the 
grave most feelingly for the bereaved friends of ail the soldiers who lay 
there. 

I read your letter to Mr. Emery in the moming, and he mentioned 
your brother's name during the services at the hospital, and had your 
mother and her family particularly in his mind when praylng. Mr. 
Emery is the pastor of one of our Congregational churches in Quincy, 
but is so earnestly interested for the soldiers that he bas been appointed 
assistant chaplain to the hospitals in Quincy. You will find him 
a most cordial friend. His son, Frank Emery, was formerly in 
"Curtis* Horse," but that body of cavalry is now incorporated in the 
5th lowa Cavalry. He is with Rosecrans, but if you ever hâve an op- 
portunity I hope you will make yourself known to him as my friend. 
Frank is about your âge, a<nd is a warm hearted boy, whom I know 
you will like. I trust he is a Christian, which is an inexpressible corn- 
fort, now that he is exposed to so much danger. 

When you corne to Quincy you must enqaire for me without de- 
lay. I hâve rooms at the Quincy House (hôtel) and the proprletor, Mr. 
Miller, will give you the necessary information to flnd me. You must 
not feel that you come hither to search for your brother's grave — his 
precious dust is left in our keeping, and we will watch over it tenderly 
always. My mother rests very near him. She died a little more than 
two years before this unhappy war begun, but her heart would hâve 
yeamed over the brave defenders of the country she loved with the in- 
tense dévotion of "revolutionary days" — she was born in 1780. Her 
only son died last September in the service of hjs country, and her 
grandsons and nephews represent her zeal in the army, from the Po- 
tomac to New Mexico. Give our eamest sympathy and regards to 
your mother and sister. I cannot express to you our gratification that 
wte) can be of any comfort to her in her sorrow. If it will be any satis- 
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faction to you, or will strengthen you when about to encounter péril 
in the présence of the enemy J want you to know that your name Is daily 
remembered and presented to the God of battles, that he would "cover 
your head" in the midst of dangers, and bring you safely to comfort your 
widowed mother's last days, if it be His will, and if not, that you may 
"rest in Jésus," redeemed by His precious blood, whether you are gath- 
ered to your last sieep on the fleld of battle, or in any unknown grave. 
I earnestly hope to see you, thus having the opportunity to know you 
personally. 

I hope you will see Mr. Carnaby whenever it is convenient, and he 
can give me tidings of you. But I hope you will write yourself, and 
keep me informed of your movements. Do not forget to give me your 
mother's address when you write. My sister wishes to be most kindly 
remembered. Direct your letter as you did before, to Quincy, 111. 

Truly your friend, 

M. H. FALES. 

Just such letters, and just such interest as this did more to make 
strong the hearts of the men who fought our battles, to inspire them 
to great deeds and heroic endurance, than can ever be told. The let- 
ter, as we hâve said of others above, has not lost its interest even 
though the war has long been over, and the grave of the gallant soldier 
the writer cared for, and those of thousands of others, hâve sunk like 
the waves of the sea from the sight of men. To the Captain the letter 
is ail the more precious, now that the writer of it is dead — is resting 
from her labors in the long sleep of death, — Cerro Gordo Bepublican. 



A WAR STORY. 



The générations which hâve come up since the rébellion will 
never realize what the vicissitudes of the civil war brought about in the 
division of not only a people which it caused, but which also extend- 
ed to familles and even to the séparation of brothers, and in some 
cases to a final farewell forever of husbands and wives; nor will his- 
tory ever record ail the sacrifices some made for loyalty; actual occur- 
ences read like romances. Colonel Brutton and Captain Smith, both 
members of the Loyal Légion, met in town a short time ago, and the 
Colonel related some of his personal expérience. 

He stated he was bom and raised in Lexington, Kentucky, and 
when the war broke out he was the happy possessor of a loving wife 
and two interesting children and was a lieutenant of the Lexington 
Ri fies, a local crack company of which the famous General Morgan 
was the captain. 

Early in 1861,* the citizens arranged lo présent the company wlth 
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a flag, a large gathering of the people of the town and country.with difr- 
tinguished citizens from abroad were in attendance. Lient. Bmtton was 
selected to reçoive the colora in behalf of the company and respond in 
a speech of thanks. The flrst flag preeented was the state oclors with 
the Kentucky coat of arms as the emblem, which was properly and 
appropriately received by Lieutenant Brutton with thanks. The next 
ofCered, instead of being the stars and stripes was the stars and bars, 
or the rebel flag. Lieutenant Brutton was much amazed at being of- 
fered it and very properly refused to accept it in behalf of the com- 
pany. He was hissed by the crowd and asked to resign from the com- 
pany, which he promptly did and his résignation was as promptly ac- 
cepted there and then. It is needless to say that a young man who 
dared to express his loyal convictions before a vast crowd whose sen- 
timents were the opposite, had the stufC in him for a brave soldier, and 
as it was not safe for anyone holding his views to stay there, he, as 
soon as possible came north to Cincinnatti and tendered his services 
on the side of the Union, was accepted, and assigned to the Sixth Ohio 
Infantry. And he went to the front to wage war against his kinsmen, 
neighbors and friends, winning honors and promotion for bravery and 
duty until he was the comander of his régiment. 

Years rolled on, and his wife's people were ail Confederates and 
her sympaties were with the south; feeling ran so high that she re- 
nounced her husband, applied for and was granted a divorce on the 
grounds of désertion. At the battle of Chickamauga he was severely 
wounded and sent to Cincinnatti hospital. While there convalescent, 
General Morgan made his daring and reckless raid north into Ohio 
and Indiàna, and Ck>lonel Brutton being sufficiently recovered to ride, 
was invited to join the command in pursuit of Morgan and his band 
of fearless riders, which he did. He assisted in Morgan's capture and 
had the satisfaction (being among those to whom General Morgan sur- 
rendered) of capturing the identical flag from his old company that 
he refused to accept in 1861; and when he exhibited it in triumph to 
General Morgan, then a prisoner of war, the gênerai remarked that 
he seemed more anxious to take the flag than he did when offered it 
at Lexington before the war. 

Colonel Brutton is now a résident of Minnesota, and still has the 
flag which he prizes as a trophy and rare relie of the war. He never 
retumed to Kentucky or his flrst love, but married again and has a 
happy, interesting family and is a prospérons and respected citizen 
of our adjoining state. 

After the war he was commissioned an offlcer in the regular 
army and with others sent to Europe where he was for three years in the 
government service and upon his retum to the United States he re- 
signed and engaged in civil pursuits. He is an entertaining, intelll- 
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gent, hospltable southem gentleman of the old school, but loyal to 
the core; and is reaping the reward of his loyalty by a gênerons pen- 
sion awarded him by a grateful government for his crlppled condi- 
tion caused by honorable wounds while in defence of his country, as 
well as having the satisfaction of knowing that tlme has vindicated 
that he chose right. — Globe-Gazette. 



RECOLLECTIONS OF THE BATTLE OF SHILOH. 
By a Member of Company "D." 

On Easter Sunday moming, April 6, 1862. the sun rose brightly 
over the forests of Pittsburg Landing, Tenn., and the call for Sunday 
moming inspection brought the ten companies of the 7th lowa Infantry 
into line in company quarters, where they stood waiting the call for 
forming the régiment in line. At this time ominous distant cannonad- 
ing was heard, and soon orders came to be ready to march at a mom- 
ent's notice with forty rounds of ammunition, this being almoet in- 
stantly followed to make It eighty rounds, and before thèse orders were 
executed the order to march followed. 

The march was out toward the front, and before going one mile 
fleeing soldiers were met flying toward the Tennessee River, saylng the 
woods were full of Rebels and everything was lost. The farther we 
proceeded toward ' the front the larger was the number of panic- 
stricken soldiers. 

To go back to the beginning. The troops from Ft. Donnelson 
and Cairo, which latter included the new régiments from Indiana, 
Ohio and Wisconsin, were ail ordered up to Pittsburg Landing on 
steamboats, there being for this purpose some fifty or sixty steam- 
boats provided, which were loaded with troops. The 7th lowa was go- 
ing there from Ft. Donnelson. They landed and chose a camp at the 
right of the road near the top of the hill leading up from the landing. 
Other troops went farther out, some chooeing shady ground,others slop- 
ing ground and some a clearing, but ail apparently naving orders to 
land and sélect a camp ground to suit themselves, and it so happened 
that the new régiments selected positions well to the front &Qd were, 
therefore, the first to recel ve the Rebel attack on Easter Sunday 
moming. Thèse troops being raw and never before under flre, and 
being attacked so early in the morning, became confused and panic 
stricken. 

I met a Rebel offlcer a few years ago who was on the staff of one 
of the gênerais of Johnson's army, and he said he was ordered to go 
to the front before dayllght on that Easter Sunday moming and see 
what he could ând. He went out and expected to find a picket line, 
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and as he advanced from tree to tree without strlking any picketa 
he was astonished, but kept advancing and soon discovered the camps 
of the Union army. And standing behind a tree he saw the quiet 
camp in this early morning hour, and as lie watclied a few soldiers 
liere and there came out of tbe tents — some of them to wash them- 
sclves and others to get a flre started for breakfast, but ail apparently 
unconscious of the fact that a hostile army was within two miles at 
their camp. This offlcer told me he watched the scène for some time 
and then hurriedly left to report to his gênerai. 

The resuit was an attack on our unprepared troops, followed by 
the flying to the rear of the men we met as we advanced to the front 
from our camp near the river bank. 

Notwithstanding the loud and repeated assertions that certain 
death awaited us if we went out to the front, we marohed steadily for- 
ward and soon found the flghting Une and were assigned to a posi- 
tion along with the lowa brigade, commanded by Brigadier General 
Tuttle, the 7th occupying an old sunken road facing a small fleld. 
We could see the Rebel column marching to our left along a road on 
the opposite side of the fleld, and it must hâve been at least two 
hours in passing. We could see the offlcers riding at the heads of the 
various régiments and tne guns and bayonets glistening in the morn- 
ing sun. 

The attack was soon begun and was stubbomly resisted. The 
roar of the musketry would go rolling aJong the line and the sound 
could be followed for miles, and this was augmented by the rapid 
flring of batteries on both sides, and the roar of war was awful to 
hear and still more so to be in the midst of. Repeated attacks were 
made during the day on the Une held by the lowa brigade, but oar 
position was so good and the troops so cool and experienced that no 
impression was made on our line, although the Rebel dead was fàirly 
piled up in our iront. 

This position was afterwards known as the "Homet's Nest," 
being so named in the Rebel reports of the battle. 

Wte were unconscious of what was going on to our rlght or 
left, except the conclusions we reached by listening to the constant 
roar of battle, and that the roar of musketry was receding toward our 
rear on both our left and right. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon, General Albert Sidney 
Johnston, the Rebel Ck)mmajider in Chiof, came to our front and or- 
dered a charge on our line, telling his troops that the lines were 
broken on both sldes and this position must be carried without fur- 
ther delay, and when told of the repeated failures to dislodge our 
line he said, "Form your columns for a charge and I wiU lead you 
to death or victory." This was received with cheers and as the co!- 
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umnB were being formed, an offlcer who was mounted near General 
Johnston noticed he was very pale, and glancing down at his high top 
boots noticed biood ninning over the top and down. He asked, 
"Général, are you hurt? Let me aseist you to dismount" Just then 
he reeled and fell heavily to the ground and in a moment was dead. 
A shot from our line had stnick an artery in his thigh and he bled 
to death. 

Ail was instantly confusion in the Rebel Unes. Orders were 
sent hurriedly to General Beauregard in a distant part of the line, 
and in the Intenral between the death of Johnston and the assuming 
of command by Beauregard, a precious hour was lost 

Our line fell back and eut its way through the curvlng Rebel 
line, which had almost completed the circle 5ehind us, and we reached 
a position near our camp ground just at dusk. A Rebél cayalry 
column appeared in our front, evidently preparing to charge oor thln 
line, and General Grant came along and himself directed the forma- 
tion of our line four deep with the front line kneeling, and we were 
ready with flxed bayonets to receive the charge. It was now growlng 
dark and the Rebels evidently concluded to wait for moming, and the 
Rebel cavalry wheeled to the rear and was soon lost In the gathering 
darknesa 

Ail night long the heavy artlllery and howitzers near the river 
kept up a fire of shells into the Rebel camp, and at midnight Buell's 
Amiy reached the north bank of the Tennessee River and began cros»- 
ing. The second day's battle with Buell's fresh troope to take the 
lead was begun with the break of aay, and by nine o'clock the Rebel 
army was in full retreat and the Union arms were again vlctorioua 

In this dreadful battle fully 20,000 men were killed and dis- 
abled on both sides out of a total of 125,0<Î0 engaged — about 60,000 In 
Johnston's army, 40,000 in Grant's and 25,000 in Bueir& Thèse figures 
may not be exact, but the officiai records wiU no doubt show that the 
proportion of each is approximately correct 

In this great battle General Grant leamed a lesson he. never 
forgot He had put raw troops in camp without protecting them with 
earth works. Thèse works could hâve been erected by the Idle sol- 
dlers who were there for weeks with nothing to do. Grant never 
after that moved his army a mile and went into camp over night in 
the west without throwing up earth works. 

Bueirs army had marched from Bowling Green, Ky., to Join Grant 
at Pittsburg Landing for the purpose of a forward movement John- 
ston was aware of this and he determined to prevent the^unction of 
the two armies, and by whipping them in détail leave the road to 
Cincinnati, Ohlo, open tor his army. What prevented this dlsaster 
to our arms from being oarried out? Nothing but a bullet trom. tha 
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rifle of an lowa boy. The hour so much needed by the Rebel army, 
was lost in the change of commanderg incident to Johnston^B 
death (whose plans had died with him), meant the livee of thousands 
of men and millions of money and pillage which would hâve been lost 
if Johnston's army had invaded the North, and who can say that sach 
an invasion into the heart of the central west would not hâve pro- 
longea the war for yeara and possibly hâve resulted in a final victory 
for the South and the establishing of the Southern Confederacy? The 
tide was turned. The critical moment arrived and stopped the career 
of the skillful gênerai who was carrying out his plans to wipe out 
Grant and then with his victorious hcets, cross the Tennessee River 
and wipe out Buell. 

Who this lowa boy was will never be known, but who can doubt 
he was an humble instrument in the hands of Ood to remove the foui 
blot of human slavery from this land of Promise? 



COMPANY "D." SEVBNTH lOWA. 

This Company was organized at Fort Madison, lowa, in April, 
1861, and the flrst of&cers were Captain J. P. Harper, First Lieutenant 
J. B. Sample, Second Lieutenant D. T. Bowler. 

When the company jolned tbe Seventh lowa Infantry at Bur- 
lington Bowler was chosen adjutant of the régiment, and Ben B. Oale 
made 2nd Lieutenant of Co. "D.** The ranks were not qui te fllled, 
so Oapt. Harper enlisted seven or eight "river rats" at Burlington to 
complète the quota of the company, so we could be mustered in. 
Thèse toughs were ever after a source of trouble but were finally dls- 
posed of in vorious ways, two being "drummed out" The moet of the 
company who enlisted at Vi. Madison were mère boys, and Capt 
Harper had personaJly vouched for their proper looking after to th^r 
fond mothers, who with streaming eyes saw their boys march away. 
We went from Burlington to St. Louis on the steamer Jennie Whlp- 
pie. Thèse good mothers and sweethçarts had prepared a great feast 
at Ft Madison, expecting the boat to stop, and when she sailed ra{>ldly 
by wi^thout stopping the weeping mothers and gushing sweethearts 
gathered up the untouchëd feast of good things and made a donation 
to the poor and needy. It bas ever since been a source of regret to the 
surviving members of Co. "D" that they and their comrades never 
got to digest that dinner. 

In due time arrived in St Louis and went into camp at the 
Arsenal. This was where Joe Morrison got his old pistol repaired by 
the U. S. govemment. The march down through Missouri to Ironton 
and the varions points in the deep woods to Cape Girardeau was livened 
by many incidents and funny expériences. The natives were of the 
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"poor Yf^te trash" style, and the honey in the bee trees tasted as 
sweet as such things usually do when worked hard for. 

At Birds Point we had a tough time, and the daily and some- 
times hourly funerals cast a gloom over the camp, and the resuit was 
that when a soldier got into the hospital the chances were that in 
a few days there would be a funeral, and the stralns of the funeral 
march, "Poor Old Soldier, Poor Old Soldier, Rattle his bones, over the 
stone, Poor Old Soldier," would be heard. The boys lived on batter 
cakes fried in grease, and added to this the low malarial location, 
easily accounted for the mortality. Calro was across the river, and 
was a good place to go to get your leg pulled in some den of iniqulty. 

The battle of Belmont was fougnt with Co. "D" in the thick of 
it, and flve of our best boys were killed and about twenty more wound- 
ed and missing. Hère Lient. J. B. Sample captured the rebel flag, 
and Li- ut. Gale was eut over the head with a Rebel sabre, and left 
for dead on the field. In fact Ben thought he actually was dead, 
and when he came to he didn't know which world he was in. His 
flrst discovery was the dead body of the offlcer who struck him, lylng 
close by, whom Sergt. Sapp, of Oo. "E," had killed. Sergt. Morrlson 
had also shot another Rebel, who jumped about three feet ofC the ground 
and fell dead. Thèse were isolated cases; the rebel Une in our front 
got the medicine good and straight, as their piles of dead and wound- 
ed easily testifled. Jule Ck)riel was woimded amongst many others, 
and Sergt. Morrison stayed with hlm on the boat until it reached 
Mound City and saw him safely in the Hospital under the oare of the 
good Sisters. During that terrible night trip on the boat many of 
the wounded died. 

The retum to St. Louis to recuperate— the embarkation from St 
Louis with every man (who would take it) provided with a bottle by 
some would-be gênerons citizen of St. Louis, will be remembered by ail 
the boys. The freezing up in the river and retum to St. Louis in 
a half frozen condition on open cars— the croesing of the river to 
East St. Louis, and long hours of hard work with the camp équipage 
was a chapter in the soldier's life that no one liked or would ever 
care to hâve repeated. Cîo. "D" was among the flrst into Fort Henry 
on the Tennessee River when it was captured, and at Fort Donnelson 
Ck). "D" started up the hill with the rest of the régiment in support of 
the Second lowa Infantry, and were ail day under flre, and at nlght 
when the Rebel line at the crest' of the hill was captured, there were 
only seven or eight men left on duty under charge of Sergt. Morrison, 
ail of the offlcers and most of the men being killed, wounded or misa- 
ing. After the Rebels surrendered and we marched in, we found an- 
other army more numerous than the one we had captured, which soon 
captured us, the '* gray backs/* They were literally everywhere 
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we went and soon covered the men. Body lice were a common thing 
amon^t the Rebel soldiers, but our boys couldn't get reconciled to such 
companions, and you could eee them around the outskirts of camp with 
their clothes off, sitting patiently picking the varmints out of the seams 
of their pan ta and blouses and putting them to death. 

After Donnelson came Pittsburg Landing, where Charley Oatman 
won so much money with his élégant cards, and where the "Johnnles" 
came in to visit us daily disguised as farmers, peddling sole leather 
pies made of dried apples. Co. "D" was with the régiment in the 
"Homet's Nest" Une and every man did his duty. While at Shiloh, 
Henry Rogers and Foster Walker Joined the company agaln. They 
had been captured at Belmont, and after great sufCering flnally dug a 
tunnel out of the prison pen at Tuscaloosa, Ala., and with othera 
escaped. Hank Rogers was a man of great ingenuity and détermina- 
tion, and was one of the prime movers in this enterprise and took 
his friend Walker along. Rogers now lives at Kansas City, Kana 

By the way, Walker was appointed to write up this history and 
accepted the task, but for some unknown reason he refused to carry 
out the deal. He was supposed to hâve a laxge fund of information 
which was very necessary^but haa not f umished it. This imperf ect sketch 
is written by another at the last moment, and being from memory 
must necessarily be very imperfect, and does not do Justice to the 
gallaat boys of Co. "D." 

After Shiloh came Corinth, and at that desperate battle Addi- 
son Leavett flred his gun so close to Bill Berry's ear that the ear 
drum was split, and to this day you hâve got to get on the ''other 
side" of Bill and yell to make him hear if you are aaking him for 
money, but when Maj. Mahon entertained the boys at his élégant 
home in Ottumwa laat summer I noticed when the young lady asked 
Bill in a low voice if he wanted anoiher dish of ice cream, he an- 
swered yes before the words were hardly out of her mouth. By the 
way, Bill is now 62 and looks and acts like a boy. He got a pension 
ail right for the ear drum, and I helped him get it too. This reminds 
me about Frank Redding — commonly known as "Flop Eye." Frank 
was one of the best soldiers in Co. "D" or any other company tor 
that matter. He was always ready for duty whether it was his tum 
or not, and didn't know fear. After the war Frank got married, and 
in the course of time he developed a family of nine children, which 
with his faithful wife were his principal assets. I tried to get Frank 
to apply for a pension, but he said, "No, I got ail th^e govemment 
ever agreed to give me and even more, for I started in at (ILOO a 
month and they raised me to $13.00." Frank had been shot in the liver 
and the bail lodged, making a wound aJmost exactly like Président 
Oarfield's, but Frank was young and he lived many years and wouldn't 
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have a pension, although I offered to help him. One day in a coughing 
fit the bail which had become incisted in his liver, broke loose, and 
coming up in his throat (wlth a part of his liver) choked him to 
death. I then took up the matter with Senator Gear, and it wasn't 
long until the government "coughed up'* a pension with back pay 
amounting to $1800.00, and as worthily bestowed as any pension ever 
was. 

The battle at Ck)rinth on Oct. 3rd and 4th, 1862, was desperately 
fought by the half starved and half drunk Rebels, but the Northern boys 
were bound to hang on to what they had. Geo.. Rollett hère killed 
a Rebel color bearer and captured his flag. George was true blue; he 
didn't say much but was generally found ''sawing wood." He still 
lives in Fort Madison, highly respected by the communlty. 

In the thickest of the fight, when the Rebels were charging our 
line, some Rebel shot off his gun and the bullet found the shin bone 
of Lieu t. Morrison. The lieutenant thought his entire foot and leg 
was gone, and immeatately began dancing a hom pipe, but discov- 
ered the leg and foot still there and that only the thin skin was 
taken from over the shin bone, but the sock and pants were badly 
wounded. After this the lieutenant was madder than ever at the 
Rebels and assisted in reforming our Une; the Rebel advance had 
speht itself and we tumed the tide and drove them back again. 

At this time Lient. Morrison saw a wounded Rebel who could 
bbsriely raised his hand, and stooping low to see what he waated he 
whispered "water," which was given, and the poor man with a look of 
thankfulness in his eye fell over and died. The lieutenant saw a loaded 
rifle lying on the ground and picked it up, and was just then met by 
Genl. Rosencrans who told him not to bother with the gun but help 
rush up the men;but when he explained that it was only picked up to flre 
its contents at the fleeing foe the gênerai said ail rlght 

After Cîorinth came luka, where Cîo. "D" was detailed to search 
every house in the town, hoping to catch a spy which had escaped 
during the night from Genl. Sweeney's headquarters. 

At Pulaski, Tenn., we had a comfortable rest and got acquainted 
with ajl the. girls. 

At Pulaski Co. "D," along with the Seventh régiment, veteranized 
— that is, agreed to re-enlist, and hère gallant Lient Dave Hamilton 
led the boys in re-enlisting as he had in battle. 

When the company reached Fort Madison the dtizens received 
them with open arms (I mean the girls did) and as happy a thirty 
days as ever happened was enjoyed with round after round of enter- 
tainment. 

Among the recruits were Geo. Smith and Dennis A. Morrison, 
now honored citizens of Ft Madison. Morrison had the misfortune 
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to hâve his thumb in Une wlth a bullet and he has done wlthout a 
thumb on his right hand ever since. This incapacitated him for ser^ 
vice in the comapny and he was made quarter master sergeant and af- 
terwards acting quarter master of the Seventh Iowa until the end of 
the war. 

Of the march to Atlanta and numerous battles of that summer 
of 1864 a volume could be written. Oo. "D" was always there. In the 
mDantime Ben. Gale had become Captain. J. B. Morrison First Lieu- 
tenant, and Dave Hamilton Second Lieutenant. Jim Sample had been 
promoted to staff duty on General Mower's stafC, and was promoted 
to the rank of major. Capt. Gale was wounded again and ordered 
home. He resigned and Lient Morrison was commissioned captain, 
but declined to be mustered in, and Dave Hamilton was then promoted 
and served as captain and Serg. Maynard was made 2d Lient. Capt.Harper 
had left the company after Belmont and was on detached duty. Lient. 
Morrison had been assigned to staff duty with Gen. E. W. Rice and 
preferred such duty to again Joinng the company and didn't wlàh to 
deprive the company of a captain. He remained with Genl. Riœ un- 
til after Atlanta was captured and then resigned and retumed home. 
He was offered the position of Asst. Adjutant General with Genl. Rice 
and also a commission as Lient Colonel of a colored régiment but de- 
clined, and was af terwards by act of Congress commissioned Lient. 
Colonel of Volunteers. During the Atlanta oampaign many oppor- 
tunities were offered for personal bravery and the constant duty al- 
most day and night was very trying'on the soldiers. 

Before Atlanta a double bullet was picked up by Lient Morri- 
son, showing that a Rebel and Union bullet had met in the air and 
melted together. After Atlanta fell the march to the sea. Then the 
victorlous march up Pennsylvania Ave. in Washington and the boya 
retumed home to lay aside the weapons of war and take up the pur- 
suits of peace. 

Tom Cunningham, who was nicknamed "nail keg," has developed 
into sort of a doctor. About twenty years ago he fell In with a travel- 
ing quack in Texas who gave Tom some lessons, so he is now known 
as "Dr. Cunningham." I think he travels mostly in the south. They 
had a sort of tube which could be put against the naked side ot a 
person, and inside the tube was the fac-similé <^ an old dried-up 
dlseased lung, and by an arrangement of the light this would appear 
to be the regular lung inside the person. This discovery of the terri- 
ble condition of the lung would alarm the family so $3 could easily 
be gotten for a bottle of "colored water." Tom told me the people 
loved to be humbugged and he might as well do it as somebody else. 

Luman VanHoosen is a prospérons farmer in Nebraska. Calvin 
Cowles is there too. Trank Vail and BiUy GrifBth live in Kansas. 
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The latter bas a fine family and lives in good shape on his broad acres» 
and is spending tbe evening of bis days in peace and plenty. Hiram In- 
gersoll lives near Nauvoo, 111., on a fine fann of bis own. Isaac Brown 
and Andy Summerville live at Oskaloosa, la. Geo. Martin at Ldberty- 
vllle, la., and Jack and Henry Pickard live at Cottonwood, Lee county, 
la. Jno. Scbiller lives in Kansas City, Mo. Lient. Maynard lives on 
bis beautiful fann in Hancock Co., 111., and takes tbe world easy as be 
deserves to. Wm. Berry lives in Burlington, la., wbere be bas a bost of 
friends and wants ail tbe boys to be sure and corne and see bim and 
stay a week. Cbarley Oatman lives in Denver, and keeps a cigar store. 
Capt. Dave Hamilton lives in Cbicago, wbere be lias prospered and 
loves to talk over tbe old campaigns and meet tbe Oo. "D" boys to 
figbt over again tbe old battles. Jim Stevens lives in Califomia, or did 
at last accounts. Bill Blalr and Bill Young also live tbere. Tbe two 
Bills are preacbers now. Never beard eitber one preacb, but suppose 
tbey are doing tbeir level best. Wm. H. Powell is an engineer on tbe 
C, B. & Q. road between St. Louis andKeokuk and is doing well. 

Tbere are otbers of Co. "D" still alive I tbink, but I don't know 
wbere tbey live. Several I bave mentioneà I don't know mucb about. 
We sbow a picture of Co. "D" as tbey appeared at tbe prize drill in 
Corintb, Miss., and wbere tbey captured tbe flrst prize. It is a long 
time to remember accurately and tbe boys must overlook mistakes and 
errors. Tbere is one tbing sure, Co. "D" was always on band for a 
skirmisb, a nigbt marcb, a sweet potato patcb, a bam yard, or a battle. 
Tbe Company bad four sets of offlcers during tbe four years of service, 
and of tbe total number enroUed (about 108) sbe lost in killed, wounded 
and missing over 90 men, and participated in about 29 battles. 



PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS OF GEN. E. W. RICB. 

Blliott W. Rice enlisted in Company "C," Seventb lowa, and was 
made sergeant of tbe company. He was a young lawyer of good family 
and fine prospects in bis profession, but quit ail to enter tbe service 
of bis country. His borne influence secured bim tbe appointment of 
major of tbe régiment after be entered tbe service, and after tbe pro- 
motion of Colonel Lauman to brigadier gênerai, Rice was promoted to 
colonel. He made a fine oflScer — constantly on tbe alert for tbe oom- 
fort of bis men and on tbe fleld of battle be was a bost in bimself 
and; a man of fine pbysique. He was constantly on duty and in tbe 
many battles tbe régiment was engaged in was tbe bravest of tbe 
brave. 

Wben be entered tbe service be was an admirer of Miss Mollle 
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Harlan, the daughter of U. S. Senator Harlan of Mt Pleasant, lowa. 
Mr. Harlan entered the cabinet of Président Lincoln and naturally 
watched the career of young Rice and hearing so much In his favor 
he told Mr. Lincoln of it and requested a commlBsion for hlm as 
brigadier gênerai. Mr. Lincoln entertained the request fàvcnrably and 
one day when Harlan agaln mentioned it, he picked up a pièce ot paper 
and wrote a note to Secretary Stanton to "appoint Colonel Rice cl 
lowa, brigadier gênerai." Stanton received the note and a few days 
later took the matter up and asked a clerk to look at the lowa rester 
and get the initiais of Ck>lonel Rice. The clerk found the nune of 
Ck>lonel Samuel A. Rice, who was colonel of the Thirty-third lowa» 
and a brother of E. W. Rice. 

Very much to the surprise of Colonel E. W. Rice, the commission 
promised didn't come, and after a month or so he received a letter 
from Samuel A. Rice saying that very much to his surprise he had 
received a commission as Brigadier General, and upon investigation 
the mistake was discovered. Whereupon, E. W. Rice refused to hâve 
it changed and S. A. Rice was mustered on the commission. It was 
flnally decided, as both were deserving, that both should be promoted, 
and our colonel received his commission as brigadier gênerai about 
a year afterwards. 

Colonel Rice at one time was in command at Bethel, Tenn.» 
this being an outpost from Corinth, Miss., on the railroad. A good 
amount of cotton was hid in the vicinity and some of the citizens 
proposed to Colonel Rice that if he would assist them in getting it 
shipped into Memphis they would dividè the proceeds equally with him. 
As there was a large amount of the cotton, Rice*s share would hâve 
amounted to many thousands of dollars. He told them, "No, sir; I 
am in the service of my country and not hère to speculata Where 
is your cotton?" They told him to save arrest, and the entire lot at 
several carloads was brought in and confiscated for the govemment 

Prior to his commission as brigadier gênerai and afterwards 
also, lie was in command of the First Brigade, Second Division, 16th 
Army Corps. This brigade consisted of the 2nd and 7th lowa, 62nd 
Illinois and 66th Indiana Inf. and Welker's Battery. 

When Sherman's Army reached the Oostanaula River on the 
Atlanta campaign, it was found impossible to dislodge the Rebel army, 
and as the river was guarded for many miles up and down stream 
and fortifled by earthworks on the south bank, General Sherman was 
put to his wlts end to flnd a way to dislodge them. Many attempts 
failed until General Rice volunteered to force a crossing. His offer was 
accepted by General Sherman and he proceeded through the woods by 
a circuitous route to a point on the river known as Lays Ferry, which 
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he reached with his brigade after dark. At this point a rising field 
extended back from the river, forming a sort of ridge, over which the 
road from the ferry passed, and on the summit of the hill the ferry- 
man's hoUse Was located. Welker's battery was masked behind thèse 
buildings before daylight the next moming. During the night the 
pontoon boats, made of duck, were stretched over the frames, and 
volunteers of men to carry the boats on their shoulders and others to 
go along with arms were called for, and three or four tlmes the num- 
ber wanted volunteered to go, so those who got the job were flnally 
selected by lot from the volunteers. 

The rebels were in strong force on the south side of the river, 
which was about one hundred and fifty yards wide, with deep earth 
Works along the south bank. 

At daylight the 66th Indiana was posted north of the crest of 
the ridge in the field. Welker's Battery was loaded with shells and at 
the signal of the discharge of the guns of the battery fhe 66th In- 
diana was to charge over the ridge and down through the fleld to the 
river, yelling like démons. The men with pontoons and their 
guards were to run to the river at ferry landing and form the bridge 
across the river, just ferry Ing a few men over to engage the enemy. 
At the given signal pandemonium shook the old hills with the booming 
of the cannon and the yells of the soldiers, and the scène became at 
once from the silence of the woods, the active scène of a battle. Gen- 
eral Rice turned to the writer and said, "Morrison, go down and cross 
in the flrst boat." The General's staff winked and said, "Good bye, 
Morrison." By this time the noise and excitement was at fever beat. 
The men with the pontoons reached the river, crossed over and the 
Rebel Une gave way in confusion, and the south side was gained and 
held flrst by the left wing of the 7th lowa — later the right wing, and 
flnally the whole brigade. By this time the Rebels came to their 
sensés and realized what they had lost and a charge was made by 
a Rebel division, but our men could not be dislodged. The victory 
was complète and that night the Rebel army fell back again, and the 
next day Sherman's army crossed the Oostanaula River. 

The writer was a member of his stafC, intimately acquainted with 
General Rice, and knew him in ail phases of his character. 

After Atlanta was captured he urged me to stay with him and 
offered every opportunity in his power to insure my advancement. We 
took a walk in the woods one day and, sitting on a log, he told me how 
much he was attached to me and that if I would stay with him he 
would' see to it that I was advanced, but being young and never away 
from home before, I told him it was no use as home was my destination. 

•After the war was over and General Rice retumed home, he 
wrofe me one day from Oskaloosa that he had decided to leave lowa 
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and go to Washington to live. I wrote him at once, urging him to 
stay In lowa and be a candidate for govemor, but he said, "No. he 
had no political ambition." He went to Washington and dropped eut 
of lowa history, much to the regret of his many frlends. He flnally 
came back to the state, broken in heaith and a confirmed Invalid and 
dled a few months later at Sioux City. 

J. B. MORRÏSON. 



THE PORAGER IN SHBRMAN'S LAST CAMPAIGN. 
By Major Samuel Mahon. 

In discussing the military situation In the southwest after the 
fall of Atlanta. General Sherman in his mémoire uses the following 
language: "I knew that an army which had penetrated Georgia as far 
as Atlanta could not tum back; must go ahead; but when, how, and 
where, depended on many circumstances." 

The enormous difflculty of supplying the army on the Atlanta 
campaign over a single line of communication nearly 400 miles from 
its base, demonstrated the impossibility of attemptng to supply an 
army that should move any distance south of the captured city, and it 
was then that the idea took form of planning a campaign on which the 
army should eut entirely loose from Its base of supplies and dépend 
mainly on the country for its support; it was a new departure in the 
miltary opérations of the war. 

In looking back on the march to the sea after the fact, and at the 
apparent ease with which it was executed makes it easy to under-rate 
the difficulties and uncertainties under which it was accomplished. The 
flrst conception belongs undoubtedly to General Sherman, and it was 
sometime after he had become convinced of its importance, before he 
could persuade the higher military authorities of its feasibility. and 
only at the last moment did he obtain certain though reluctant consent 
to proceed on the campaign; it was as late as November 2nd that he 
received General Grant's unqualified assent to go on as he proposed. 
Spécial Field Orders Nos. 119 and 120, dated November 8th and 9th give 
the eue to the gênerai plan of the proposed campaign. It is with Sec- 
tions 3 and 4 and part of Section 6 gf Order 120 which this pàper has 
' more particularly to deal with, which I quote as follows: 

"3. There will be no gênerai train of supplies, but each corps will 
hâve its ammunition train, distributed habitually as follows: Beliind 
each régiment should follow one wagon and one ambulance; behind 
each brigade should follow a due proportion of ammunition wagons, 
provision wagons and ambulances. In case of danger, each corps^com- 
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mander should change this order of march, by having his advance and 
rear brigades unencumbered by wheels. The separate columns will 
start habitually at 7 a. m., and make about flfteen miles per day, unless 
otherwlse flxed In orders." 

"4. The army wlll forage llberally on the country during the 
march. To this end, each brigade commander will organize a good and 
sufflcient foraging party, under command of one or more discreet offl- 
cers, who will gather, near the route traveled, corn or forage of any 
kind, méat of âny kind, vegetables, corn-meal, or whatever is needed 
by the command, aiming at ail times to keep in the wagons at least ten 
days' provisons for his command, and three days' forage. Soldiers must 
not enter the dwellings of the inhabitants, or commit any trespass; but, 
during a hait or camp, they may be permitted to gather tumips, pota- 
toes, and other vegetables, and to drive in stock in sight of their camp. 
To regular foraging parties must be intrusted the gathering of pro- 
visons and forage at any distance from the road traveled. 

"6. Forage parties may also take mules or horses to replace the 
Jaded animais of their train or to serve as pack-mules for the régi- 
ments or brigades. In ail foraging of whatever kind, the parties will 
refrain from abusive or threatening language, and may, where the 
offlcer in command thinks proper, give written certificates of the fact, 
but no receipts; and they will endeavor to leave with each family a 
reasonable portion for their maintenance.'* 

The other sections of Field Order No. 120 directs the gênerai 
formation and movements of the army. Field Order No. 119 is in 
the nature of a communication to the army destined for this im- 
portant expédition, outlining the great work before it and asking their 
highest efforts in discipline, patience and courage to overcome the 
grave obstacles to be encountered, which the gênerai commanding 
fully comprehended; and an appeal to share the enormous responsi- 
bilities which he had taken upon himself in the prosecution of the 
campaign. Il seems to hâve been undetermined at the outset of . 
the campaign what objective point on the Atlantic or Gulf coast would 
be made for the army, it being left to future circumstances and events 
as to whether it would be Mobile on the Gulf, or Savannah or some 
point further north on the Atlantic coast. Two things were abso- 
lutely necessary in the movement of the army; flrst, to avoid any 
serious engagements, and second, that it should be constantly on 
the move, as forty-eight hours' hait in any particular section practically 
exhausted the supplies to be obtained in the vicinity. 

Forage parties were organized at the outset of the campaign 
in accordance with the gênerai orders, usually consisting of about 
seventy-flve men for each division,- properly offlcered and under the 
général direction of an offlcer appointed to command the division détail. 
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The detachment for each brigade numbering, say, twenty-five men, 
under command of an offlcer, foraged separately and were directed 
each day to take différent directions, by the commander of the division 
foragers; this prevented the différent parties from interfering with 
each other or foraging over the same section. 

Central Georgia was, at this time, the granary of the South 
and teemed with supplies of every description both for man and beast. 
Abundant supplies for use of the army were obtained within the line 
of march, and, owing to the stratégie movements bf the différent 
columns of the expédition, the movements of the enemy were paralyzed 
and but little opposition was encountered by either the forage parties or 
the columns in march. 

How serions the problem of keeping the army supplied by the 
forage parties (as it approached Savannah and its progress became 
necessarily slower) was demonstrated by the sudden shortenîng of 
the supplies as it traversed the country in the immédiate vicinity of 
that City, which was mainly devoted to the cultivation of rice, the 
army being compelled to subsist for several days on rice alone; and 
those whe were présent will remember with me, tTiat rice in the sheaf 
was issued to the régiments, which the men patiently thrashed out on 
their rubber blankets, requiring alm^ost the constant work of the 
men to provide sufflcient in this way to sustain life, until the capture 
of Fort McAllister and the opening of the Ogechee River put us in com- 
munication once more with our cracker line. 

The campaign of the march to the sea having been successfully 
terminated by the capture of the city of Savannah, the further move- 
ments of the army under Sherman was a question of grave discussion 
between the commander and the authorities at Washington. One scheme 
proposed by General Grant was to move the army bodily, by transports, 
to some point on the coast in supporting distance of the armies besieg- 
ing Richmond and Petersburg, but General Sherman again urged the 
feasibility of a campaign through the Carolinas and the greater résulta 
in destroying the enemy, to be obtained therefrom. The obstacles to 
be encountered and overcome were much more serions than on the 
march to the sea. The season of the year was less propitious, the 
topography of the country more difficult, and possible supplies of forage 
much less on account of the poorer character of the country; but agaln 
the commander was allowed his own way. The developments and 
success of the march to the sea made the march through the Carolinas 
possible, and accordingly, after a little over a month's stay in and about 
Savannah, about February Ist, Sherman 's army, organized substan- 
tlally as it was in the march to the sea, began its adventurous career 
and mémorable campaign through the Carolinas; its objective point 
being Goldsboro in the state of North Caroiina, with contingencies de- 
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pending on circumstances of Btrlklng the coast at some point farther 
south, if so compelled. 

The same gênerai ordera were in force on the coming campaign 
as were obserred in the previous one, and a few days later than the 
date above mentioned, Sherman's army was once more severed from 
ail communication with Its friends in the North, except what was 
gleaned through Rebel sources. Forage companies were promptly or- 
ganized as in the previous campaign, but they soon found themselyes 
facing obstacles and difflculties hitherto unknown. The scattered 
forces of the enemy in the South had been concentrated to oppose the 
advance, and the enemy taking their eue frôm the success of the for^ 
âge parties in supplying the army on the march to the sea, broke a 
portion of their cavalry into detached parties to harass, and, if possible, 
drive in the foragers on the main column and prevent them obtaining 
supplies. 

The numerous rivers and creeks, at that season of the year swol- 
len out of their banks, greatly impeded a free movement of the for^ 
âge parties, and, together with the comparative poverty of the coun-- 
try, rendered tl^eir task a serions and adventurous one. The men of 
the différent parties were compelled to keep closely together, and 
ready at ail times to encounter or évade the enemy 's detachments; 
the duty was quickly reduced to a system, and entailed a responsibil- 
ity unknown in the previous campaign. 

The forage parties were compelled, to begin with, to fumish 
their own mounts from animais foraged in the country, and were also 
compelled to fumish transportation necessary to bring supplies to the 
column from the same sources. Foraging on foot was impracticable 
where a divergence of flve to flfteen miles from the flank of the column 
became a necessity. And the first necessity was to obtain mounts. 
This was very soon accomplished, with every description of animal 
in the zoological hne, from the humble donkey to the thorougûbred 
pet of the plantation, and perhaps a zébra or two occasionally. The 
equipment of bridies and saddies was as various and indescribable'as 
the mounts; from the rope halter and corn sack saddle to the préten- 
tions gilt-mounted bridle with blinder attachment of the family car- 
riage team and a side saddle. The long Sprin^fleld muskets habitually 
slung at the back were about as useless for the mounted forager, of- 
fensive or défensive, as a corn stalk or tent pôle; hence, on the flrst in- 
timation of danger, the squad would be compelled to dismount as a 
requisite for flghting purposes. It was not a pleasant reflection for a 
forage party, perhaps fliteen miles from its column, encumbered with 
a half dozen loads of promiscuous forage, loaded on unreliable vehicles, 
drawn by unreliable animais, in unreliable hamess, with unreliable 
drivers— usually negroes— to be notiflçd by the shots of the advance 
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guard that they had encountered in their front a party of the enemy 
on, perhaps, the only known road by which they could successfully 
reach the column; and it often required a degree of courage, judgment 
and prudence on the part of the commander of the party to eztricate 
his command and their convoy, which would hâve earned him répu- 
tation in a larger command. 

The lire of the forager on the Carolina campaign was a dan- 
gerous and exciting one. Woodcraft was a first necessity, as roads had 
frequently to be abandoned for a course through the woods or across 
the country, and with every sensé constantly on a strain to discover 
or élude a possible enemy, which, together with the long hours in the 
saddle, usually from sixteen to eighteen in the twenty-four, physical 
endurance was often taxea to exbaustion. The différent parties of the 
division made it a rule, if possible, to join the column every night, 
where gênerai directions for the ensuing day. with the routes to be 
puraued in seeking forage, were discussed and decided. The usual 
plan was to start from the column about daylight, or about an hour 
before the column moved, take roads leading from either flank, gen- 
erally endeavoring to travel at a diverging angle from the Une of march 
of the column that day, ride until sufficient forage was obtained — 
twelve to flfteen miles being général! y the limit of distance; havlng 
loaded the forage, supposmg them to hâve ben unmolested, they then 
took roads converging toward the column where they were expected 
to camp the same night. 

When the party was fortunate, it would strike the head of the 
column, but sometimes they would reach the road over which the 
column passed some hours before; then followed a long, tiresome march 
over roads already eut to pièces, and it was sometimes midnight or 
after before the jaded detachment was able to tum over its forage to 
its quartermaster; and more than once the brigade walted for its 
supper until the welcome advent of the forage party. In this way 
supplies of ail description were gathered. Cattle were the easiest man- 
aged and could be driven quite a long distance. Swine had to be 
abandoned unless comparatively close to the column. Flour, bacon, 
potatoes, corn meal, sorghum, poultry, rice, etc., had to be loaded into 
vehicles, carts, plantation wagons, and even carriages being impressed. 
Of mules there was plenty, but the harness of such unreliable descrip- 
tion that fréquent halts were required to patch and mend. Often the 
concealed supplies of the plantation had to be discovered before being 
taken, but the negroes were our allies hère, as well as on every other 
occasion, and the supplies were soon found and exhumed from the pits 
where they had been consigned and carefully covered up from sight 
Corn meal and flour was always a welcome ration for the men, and 
every country mill encountered was utilized in grinding corn as long 
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as the column remained in aafe distance. It was only necessary to call 
for a miUer to hâve one step to the front, and he had the willing as- 
sistance of the squad in fumishlng grist and sacking and loading the 
product. 

I had in my mind a small water mill, taken possession of by a 
squad of foragers a full day's march in advance of the army, which 
ran constantiy three days and nights, until the rear guard was nearly 
a day's march beyond, turning out corn meal, the corn being hauled 
in from the neighborhood when the mill stock was exhausted. 

On another occasion, forage being scarce, two parties being com- 
bined, making about fifty men in the command, made a bold ride twen- 
ty miles on the flank to a plantation reported to hâve plenty of sup- 
ulies. The start was made about three o'clock in the moming and the 
plantation reached between ten and eleven. Abundant supplies were 
found and some six or eight wagons loaded, and without delay headed 
towards the road on which the column was moving. WJth about thirty 
miles to ride, ail went well until darkness set in when the party be- 
came uncertain as to its road, and it was discovered that the negro 
guides were only reliable for a distance of eight or ten miles from 
their own neighborhood. ±%. new guide, however, was soon found and 
the commana moved on until stopped by an alarm (from the advance 
guard) of a buming bridge. The command was quickly dismounted, 
formed and moved to the front, the fire put out, skirmishers crossed» 
but the enemy probably discovering the strength of the party, con- 
cluded not to molest them. The command at last reached the column 
after being in the saddle twenty-two hours. 

The numerous rivers encountered in the march made foraging 
difflcult. r orage parties were compelled to cross in advance and scdut 
the country beyond, realizing that they had a river in their rear and 
no supports to fall back on. One such instance occurs to me, at the 
Crossing of Lynch Creek in South Carolina. The creek was out of its 
banks for probably one-fourth of a mile on each side of the bridge 
and it was only large *animals that could cross the overflowed bottom 
without swimming. Two parties of foragers met at the bridge, which 
was guarded by some companies of cavalry, who wamed them of the 
présence of the enemy on the other side. Supplies, however, were im- 
perative, and the two parties crossed and at once divided at the croes- 
roads beyond. One party found forage of ail descriptions at a large 
plantation about three miles from the river, and at once began loading 
into wagons and preparing to move the forage back to the cross-roads, 
there to await the advance of the column across the river, Suddenly 
an orderly dashed out of the timber hatless and excited, wlth the in- 
formation that the enemy's cavalry had occupied the cross-roads and 
that the detachment must find its way back as best it could. He proved 
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to be an orderly of General Elliott W. Rice, commanding the First 
Brigade of the Fourth Division, Flfteenth Army Corps, who, riding 
down to the creek in advance of his command and leaming that a 
large party of foragers had crossed, crossed wlth iils staft and had 
just reached the cross-roads when they were rldden into by a party 
of the euemy. Himself and staft dispersed in the woods, eluding the 
enemy*s party, the orderly being directed to ride ont and flnd the forage 
party and bring them in; returning uastily to the cross-roads, ready to 
dismount and engage at a moment's notice, the foragers found no 
sign of the enemy, but a very angry gênerai instead, who had been 
compelled, much against his inclination, to bushwhack in the bnish 
to avoid capture. 

The foragers were at once ordered to proceed on the other road 
and find the enemy, and if possible draw them toward the crossing, 
where they were promised a warm réception by the infantry, who had 
by this time begun to arrive; having undressed and waded the over- 
flowing bottom and were hurrying up in the same straggling manner 
in every form of dishabille, their teeth chattering from the cold bath 
they had taken in the river. The foraglng party moved promptly out 
avoiding the road for about a mile, the commander aware of the fact 
that the second forage party was still out on that road. As the com- 
mand approached the road where it descenaed into a hollow, a lively 
fusilade broke out a short distance in front. Instantly the men were 
on their feet, abandoning their mounts, and ready for action. The 
advànce of the column was plainly in sight, flUing the road in front, 
dressed in blue uniforms, which were instantly divined to be our second 
party being driven in, and the command was quickly given to wait until 
oùr men had passed before opening fire. The uniforms however, were 
deceptive, and covered, not f riends, but enimies, and they rode into 
the squad commanding them to surrender. The bewilderment of the 
déception however, lasted but a moment and with each man at a tree» 
the enemy soon found that they had stirred up a homet's nest» and 
were not slow in getting out of that immédiate vicinity. The com- 
mander of that detachment found himself, on thls occasion, in a very 
ludicrous predicament; unfortunately he had remained mounted» the 
better to observe the movement in the timber, and found himself un- 
expectedly surrounded by a half dozen excited Confederates calling on 
him to surrender, and who were so much in each other's way that 
their weapons were useless. With a quick touch of the spurs, the 
little gray broke through the circle, and the inglorious spectacle was 
presented of the commander taking French leave of his men, mean- 
time deploring the luck that had induced him to remain mounted in 
a bush-whacking skirmish. To make the situation more embarrassing 
the infantry skirmishers were met a few yards to the rear aad the 
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joke on the commander soon spread through the brigade. The forage 
squad had meantime disposed o][ the enemy and left nothing for the 
skirmlshers to do. The second party, strange to say, soon came back 
with a good supply of provisions and forage, having encountered no 
enemy whatever, and were only hastened back by hearing the firing. 
E vents proved that the whole of Butler's Confederate Division of 
Cavalry was in the immédiate vicinity and detained the advance of 
the army after crossing for over a day. , 

In this campaign of surprises in military annals, the fact was 
demonstrated that the forage parties were not only efficient in procur- 
ing supplies for the army, but that they served another and import- 
ant purpose. 

The whole forage force of the army, say fourteen divisions, 
amounted to 1,000 to 1,200 men; thèse were distributed tn about fifty 
separate parties. They foraged probably a day's march in advance of 
the army and from ten to nfteen miles on either flank, forming a cur- 
tain or skirmish Une which efTectually concealed the movements of 
the différent columns. They were composed of picked men, and were 
brave, intelligent and prudent. They were scouts as well as foragers 
and often conveyed important information. Habitually in the ad- 
vance, they always flrst encountered résistance where it waa offered, 
and obtained the crossing of the various rivers, except where the 
streams were too large to ford or swim, or the bridges burned. 

General Sherman tells a good story on Greneral Howard, who, 
at the beginning of this campaign, had deployed the leading division 
of the Seventeenth Corps and was moving with great caution towards 
Midway, a station on the South Caroline road, which was very import- 
ant should be occupied. The leading division was moving across 
country in Une of battle well supported, General Howard sitting by 
the roadside watching the movement, when a forager came riding 
rapidly down the road from the direction of Midway, on a white horse 
with a rope bridle, and a blanket for a saddle, who, as he came near» 
shouted, "Hurry up, General, we hâve got the railroad!" "So," says 
General Sherman, "while we, the Gênerais, were proceeding deliber- 
ately to prépare for a srious* battle, a parcel of our foragers had got 
ahead and actually captured the South Carolina Railroad, a Une of 
vital importance to the Rebel government." 

The forager was usually denominated a bummer, an epithet 
which does not imply very high military characteristics; it was ap- 
plied, I think, largely for the reason that many of the irregularities 
and unauthorized plundering, inévitable to a military campaign, were 
attributed to him. 1 want to vindicate the regular forage parties from 
any such imputation; the robberies and plunderings were done by 
stragglers, traveling singly or in pairs, skulking through the country 
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for the sole purpose of plunder; such wretches could easily avoid the 
enemy by dodglng in the woods and aoncealing themselves. They only 
appeared when there was none but women and children to oppose them 
and camped at night away from the column and concealed in the wooda. 

The forage parties were compelled to keep together for safety 
and sucess, under the command of an offlcer, and habitually rejoined 
the column at night; they had but little opportunity for plunder and 
no means of caring for it if obtained. The qualities displayed in the 
exécution of their duties were of the highest order, and it is greatly 
to be regretted that the implied slur remains on their good name eYen 
to this day. 

An honest endeavor was made by the reguhir foragers to carry 
out the letter of the gênerai order. I never knew of an instance where 
people were'left destitute of food, no matcer how pressing were the 
needs of the army; enough was left to keep the people from hunger, 
and I yerily believe that the System, harsh at best, was carried out in 
as humanë a manner as ever has been done in civilized warfare. 

From Sunday, the 5th of February, 1865, the day on whlch the 
forage pafties of the Fourth Division, Fifteenth Army Ck}rps, were 
organized, until Friday, March 24th, when the army crossed the Noose 
River and went into camp near Goldsboro, was a period of nearly seven 
weeks; and for each week, the man who served contiuously on forage 
duty, lived, I believe, one year of his iife. The strain of physical fatigue 
and mental anxiety has no parallel in the severest active service, and 
it was a welcome day when the order came dismisslng the forage 
détail. 

March 10, 1896. 

BROTHER AGAINST BROTHER. 

A writer in Philadelphia relates the following: *ln one of our 
beautiful cemeteries was employed a vénérable man. For a number 
of years past he had prepared the last resting place for those called 
from among us. Though poor, he raised four gallant boys, gljring to 
each of them a moderate éducation and a good trade. The two older 
went to l^ew Orléans before the war, where prosperity attended their 
induetry. 

The two younger brothers remained with their father. George 
and Frederick were their names. The latter was but seventeen years 
of âge. When the war broke out, both enlisted. The elder brothers 
had constantly written home, and fréquent présents accompanied 
their letters. At the battle of Fredricksburg, in the very front of the 
line, at the church upon the rifle pits back of the town, were the two 
boys, BYederick and George. A sortie was made by the rebel riflemen 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



VETERAN VOLUNTEER IirPAlTTRY 311 

upon the retreating Fédérais, and among those who dropped were the 
two youngest sons of the grave digger. A minnle bail had pierced 
the bodies of each. 

The Rebel soldlers who had done the deed, were clad in rags of 
Unsey. They ran with alacrity to secure the clothing and canteens 
of the men they had laid low. The foremost one reached the bôdy of 
his dead enemy, turned It over — for the face was downward — and to 
his horror beheld the corpse of hIs younger brother, his woolen shirt 
stained with a stream of blood that oozed from a bullet hole above the 
heart. Our informant, a chaplain of the army, could tell us nothing 
of the other Rebel brother. But this one made his way into the Union 
Unes, went to the hospital and became a hopeless maniac. We leam 
that in their childhood this youngling of the flock had been the especial 
charge of the elder brother. When he left for New Orléans It was 
with the expectatlon of entering business to which he could bring up 
the boy. That boy he lived to shoot down with his own hands. The 
father dled of a broken heart. This is a simple statement of fact. 
It is doubtless one of many never to be written." 



AFTER THE BATTLE. 

It was after the din of the battle 

Had ceased, in the silent and gloom, 
When hushed was the musketry's rattle, 

And quiet the cannon's deep boom. 
The smoke of the confllct had lifted. 

And drifted away from the sun, 
While with soft crlmson light, slowly fading from sight, 
Flashed back from each motionless gun. 

The tremulous notes of a bugle^ 

Rang out on the clear autumn air. 
And the echoes caught back from the mountains 

Paint whispers, like breathings of prayer. 
The arrowB of sunlight that slanted 

Through the trees toucÉied a brow white as snow. 
On the bloody sod lying, 'mid the dead and the dying. 

And it flushed in the last parting glow. 

The dark crimson tide slowly ebbing 

* Stained red the light jacket of gray; 
But another in blue sadly knelt by his side 

And watched the life passing away. 
Said the jacket in gray, 'Tve a brother — 

Joe Tumer— he lives up in Maine. 
Give him thèse — and say my last message 

Was forgiveness." Hère a low moan of pain 
Checked his voice. Then— "You'll do me this favor. 

For you shot me" — and his whispers sank low. 
Said the jacket in blue, "Brother Charlie, 

There's no need — l'm your brother — l'm Joe." 

—V. Stuart Mosby, 
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lOVA'S KILLED AND VOUNDED. 
The following table, complied from the adjutant t^eneral's report of 
1867, shows the number of killed and wounded in the différent lowa re^- 
ments in the war for the suppression of the rébellion . 



INFANTRY REGIMENTS. 
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17 
19 
16 
5 
10 
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22 

11 

20 

9 

7 

1 

5 

10 



3&1 

325 

:)24 

319 

316 

288 

280 

28:! 

277 

£40 

242 

253 

230 

225 

216 

188 

:00 

180 

197 

225 

166 

154 

131 

137 

160 

1% 

142 

122 

103 

13^ 

137 

97 

91 

75 

41 

41 

12 

2 



27 
14 
14 
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490 
484 
480 
458 
446 
405 
408 
401 
391 
377 
373 
S61 
338 
310 
307 
297 
2»8 
279 
274 
2^5 
240 
236 
236 
235 
2V0 
216 
206 
205 
ITO 
160 
159 
143 
139 
112 
61 
58 
21 
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245 


152 


224 


108 


166 


81 


141 


7d 


121 


47 


103 
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34 


15 


38 


13 


28 



87 
17 
16 



It will be seen by the above table that the Sixth and Seventh reffi 
ments lo^t the hoaviest in killed and mortaliy wounded— 130 eaeli ^ 
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SOME CIVIL WAR FIGURES. 

When the southem states seceded from the Union over one- 
eighth of the population of the country consistée! of slaves. Of thèse, 
175,000 entered the United States service before the close of the war 
and fought nobly for their own freedom. 

The flrst troops were volunteers, and there was no drafting or 
conscripting until 1863. In the army and navy forées there were nearly 
3,000,000 of men engaged in the défense of the flag. Of this number 
somethlng llke 67,000 were regulars or belonged to the standing army 
of the United States. 

Of the trooops in the Union army, two-thirds were American 
born, and of the one-third foreign bom most of them were naturalized 
citizens. They enlisted at flrst for "three months,** and were called 
"nlnety-day" men; then the enllstments were made for a year, and 
toward the end for "three years or the war." 

The Northern army was divided into twenty-flve army corps, con- 
secutlvely numbered, and one cavalry corps. 

It is estimated that of every 1,000 men in the Union army sev- 
enty-three men on the sick-list and 234 absent for varions reasons was 
the gênerai average, leaving 693 reporting for duty. 

The number of men who deserted reached 199,045; those dis- 
missed trom the service, 2,423; those dishonorably discharged, 2,693; 
cashlered, 274; executed by sentence, seven, making a total of 204,442 
who disgraced the army blue. 

The number of men killed in battle and died on the field was 61- 
362. There were 34,773 died of wounds, 183,287 died of disease, 306 were 
accidentiy killed, C,749 were missing in action and never accounted for, 
174,577 were honorably discharged, 224,306 were discharged for dlsa- 
bllity, and 22,281 resigned. 

Summing up ail the losses from disease, battle, and casuality, it is 
estimated that half a million men lost their lives in the war of the 
rébellion. They found death on 2,400 flelds worthy a name in history, 
averaging two battles a, day for each day of the war. In 150 of thèse 
battles the loss in each was over 500 men. 

The North raised money on loans from abroad, increasing the 
United States debt from $85,000,000 in 1861 to $2,617,000.0000 m 1865. 
The whole cost of the war is estimated to hâve been $3,400,000,000, or 
about $2,500,000 a day. 

There are buried in the national cemeteries 318,870 men who 
died in battle and in prison, or from the eflects of one or both. 

At the close of the war there were 1,000,000 men in the service; 
of thls number 650,000 were available for active duty.— St. Paul Globe. 
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